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OFFICIAL  REPORTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1909 


OFFICIAL  MINUTES  OF  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 
HELD  AT  EDMONTON  JANUARY  19,  20,  21,  1910 


UNITED  FARMERS  OF  ALBERTA 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 

To  the  officers  and  members  of  the 
U.F.A.:  In  meeting  together  as  the 
tJnited  Farmers  of  Alberta  at  this,  our 
second  annual  convention,  we  have  every 
reason  to  feel  a  sense  of  deep  gratitude 
and  thankfulness  to  a  kind  Providence 
for  the  bountiful  returns  to  our  labors 
as  tillers  of  the  soil. 

We  may  well  be  thankful  that  from 
a  point  of  production  our  beloved  prov- 
ince of  Alberta  is  in  no  way  behind  any 
of  our  sister  provinces  in  this  fruitful 
Dominion,  so  that  in  this  respect  at  least 
we  can  well  say  that  the  lines  are  fallen 
in  pleasant  places  and  ours  is  a  goodly 
heritage. 

As  to  the  work  of  the  association,  we 
can  have  a  sense  of  gratification  that  many 
useful  things  have  been  accomplished 
and  that  many  new  avenues  of  increased 
usefulness  and  influence  are  opening  up 
before  us  and  we  would  be  unwise  indeed 
if  we  do  not  take  a  retrospect  of  the  past 
and  then  enter  into  these  new  avenues 
with  a  greater  spirit  of  hopefulness, 
knowing  that  we  have  a  broader  and 
truer  knowledge  of  the  conditions  that 
prevail  and  of  the  obstacles  that  are  in 
our  path  to  prosperity. 

To  be  forewarned  is  forearmed,  and  in 
this  will  be  our  strength,  together  with 
the  consciousness  that  our  cause  is  just, 
and  added  to  this  the  knowledge  that 
others  recognize  in  us  a  power  that  they 
cannot  ignore,  but  must  reckon  with. 

It  seems  to  me  that  we  do  not  half 
recognize  in  ourselves  the  power  we  have 
or  what  we  are  capable  of,  we  do  not 
even  recognize  the  magnitude  of  what 
we  are  doing.  Conditions  are  improving, 
but  so  gradually  that  we  are  apt  to  take 
it  as  a  matter  of  course  and  lose  sight 
of  the  cause  of  these  changed  conditions. 
There  can  be  no  nobler  ambition  in  the 
mind  and  heart  of  any  man  than  to  work 
with  untiring  effort  to  secure  for  the 
laborer  a  just  recompense  for  his  toil, 
nor  can  there  be  any  more  ignoble  desire 
on  the  part  of  any  man  than  to  align 
himself  either  priv^ately  or  with  any 
corporation  to  scheme  and  plot,  so  that 
what  by  right  belongs  to  the  producer 
should  be  filched  from  him. 

Worked  Along  Broad  Lines 

But  about  the  work  of  the  association 
during  the  past  year:  It  has  been  so 
vast  and  varied  in  its  scope  that  I  think 
I  may  be  pardoned  if  this  report  does  not 


seem  to  enter  as  deeply  into  the  details 
as  each  act  would  seem  to  warrant. 
At  our  last  convention  many  resolutions 
were  passed  and  work  outlined  which 
was  referred  to  standing  and  special 
committees,  and  the  reports  of  these  will 
come  before  y6u  in  due  course. 

Immediately  after  the  convention  our 
board  of  directors  met  in  council.  We 
were  then  informed  by  our  government 
that  they  had  in  view  the  calling  together 
in  conference  all  the  varied  interests 
which  would  be  affected  by  the  opening 
up  of  a  grain  route  westward.  The  offer 
was  made  to  us  of  appointing  delegates 
to  that  conference  to  represent  the  farm- 
ers of  this  province.  This  was  done  by 
us,  but  you  know  we  are  not  so  well 
organized  in  the  large  wheat  growing 
districts  of  the  south  as  we  are  m  the 
mixed  farming  districts,  consequently 
we  were  somewhat  in  the  dark  as  to  who 
would  best  represent  the  wheat  growers, 
though  I  believe  those  appointed  voiced 
the  sentiments  of  their  people  generally. 
Some  adverse  criticism  has  been  indulged 
in  about  the  outcome  of  that  conference 
which  I  do  not  think  is  entirely  justified 
by  facts.  I  feel  satisfied  that  that  con- 
vention has  proved  to  be  a  very  important 
factor  in  bringing  the  farming  interests 
of  the  province  before  the  different 
interests  of  B.C.  and  paved  the  way  for 
a  larger  inter-provincial  trade  with  that 
province  where  lies  our  natural  market. 

At  that  first  meeting  of  the  board  your 
president  was  appointed  fraternal  dele- 
gate to  the  Grain  Growers'  convention 
in  Saskatchewan,  of  which  appointment  I 
gladly  availed  myself  as  I  was  anxious 
to  study  from  an  impartial  standpoint 
the  attitude  and  arguments  of  those 
members  of  that  association  who  hold 
different  opinions  on  the  elevator  and 
other  questions,  as  these  questions  have 
both  a  direct  and  indirect  bearing  on 
the  welfare  of  our  associations  and 
province. 

A  call  was  issued  from  the  president  of 
the  Inter-Provincial  Council  of  which  your 
executive  are  members  for  the  members 
to  be  present  at  the  close  of  the  Weyburn 
convention  to  which  call  your  president 
and  vice-president  responded.  A  report 
of  that  meeting  will  be  given  to  you  later 
for  your  consideration. 

Recognition  by  Premier 

You  will  remember  that  at  our  last 
convention  the  premier  of  our  province 
recognizing  the  importance  of  the  work 


done  by  our  association,  kindly  suggested 
that  we  appoint  a  special  transportation 
committee  to  take  up  the  question  of 
transportation  and  extension  of  markets 
for  the  farm  products  of  our  province. 
This  committee  was  accordingly  ap- 
pointed. Their  report  will  also  come 
before  you  and  for  this  report  I  would 
ask  your  special  consideration  for  next 
to  the  pork  packing  scheme  I  believe 
it  to  be  of  more  vital  interest  to  us  than 
anything  else,  unless,  perhaps,  the  eleva- 
tor question,  which  question  I  believe 
should  be  merged  into  the  larger  one 
of  transportation  facilities  for  our 
general   farm  products. 

Apportioning  Work  of  Directors 

You  will  also  remember  that  at  our 
last  convention  we  elected  our  directors 
one  for  each  federal  constituency,  the 
delegates  from  these  constituencies  voting 
only  in  the  election  of  their  own  directors. 
There  was  some  little  difficulty  in  carrying 
out  this  plan  in  the  constituencies  where 
we  are  not  numerically  strong,  but  I 
believe  we  should  try  to  perfect  this 
or  some  other  plan  of  like  nature  because 
although  it  has  been  said  a  prophet 
has  no  honor  in  his  own  country,  yet 
it  is  always  best  to  have  men  on  the 
board  who  are  favorably  received  in 
their  own  neighborhood. 

It  was  decided  by  the  board  that  each 
director  should  have  charge  of  the  organ- 
ization work  i^  his  own  constituency, 
this  plan  while  theoretically  good,  was 
found  to  have  its  own  disadvantages 
too,  because  as  it  is  not  always  possible 
for  the  director  to  give  his  own  time 
and  attention  to  the  work  it  becomes 
possible  for  those  who  apply  for  the 
position  of  organizers  to  have  too  free 
a  hand  in  this  work  and  in  tlieir  own 
peculiar  annunciation  of  the  principles 
of  our  association.  I  earnestly  hope  that 
you  will  be  able  at  this  convention  to 
work  out  some  plan  of  organization  work 
which  will  be  more  effective  and  con- 
sistent with  the  aims  and  objects  of  our 
association.  If  it  were  possible  for  our 
directors  to  do  the  work  then  well, 
but  as  it  is  not  then  we  must  have  or- 
ganizers who  have  the  confidence  of  the 
whole  association.  We  know  very  well 
that  an  organizer  will  gather  around  him 
men  of  his  own  stripe,  we  want  good, 
level-headed  men  and  if  an  organizer 
is  of  that  kind,  he  will  attract  men  of  like 
calibre,  but  if  he  is  not  he  will  repel  them. 
1  point  this  out,  not  by  any  means  as 
a  criticism  of  what  has  been  done,  for 
I  hope  that  all  who  have  joined  our  ranks 
are  men  good  and  true,  but  simply  as  a 
grave  danger  to  be  guarded  against. 
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A  Stiff  Proposition 

Following  up  along  general  lines  we 
might  refer  you  to  the  pork  packing 
scheme,  but  for  the  present  I  will  conSne 
myself  to  giving  you  a  brief  account  of 
what  has  been  done.  From  the  first 
we  appear  to  have  been  up  against  a 
stiff  proposition  somewhere.  Knowing 
this,  and  knowing  the  danger  of  delay, 
and  knowing  also  that  before  the  govern- 
ment would  do  anything  the  farmers 
would  have  to  give  a  reasonable  assur- 
ance that  they  would  supply  a  certain 
number  of  hogs,  a  voluntary  form  of 
agreement  was  sent  out  from  the  secre-' 
tary's  office  with  my  consent.  Accom- 
j)anying  this  form  was  a  distinct  state- 
ment that  we  had  no  means  of  knowing 
just  what  form  of  agreement  the  govern- 
ment would  demand,  but  that  we  believed 
that  a  spontaneous  offer  of  this  kind 
coming  from  our  members  would  facilitate 
matters  very  much,  showing  to  the 
government  that  we  were  in  earnest 
in  the  matter  and  that  the  hogs  would 
be  forthcoming.  This  agreement  was 
being  signed  for  large  numbers  of  hogs 
when  we  were  informed  by  the  powers 
that  be  that  they  would  not  accept 
an  agreement  of  that  kind.  A  draft 
agreement  was  then  presented  to  us 
for  our  suggestions.  This  form  we 
strongly  objected  to  on  the  ground 
that  conscientious  men  would  not  sign 
it  as  we  believed  that  there  were  obliga- 
tions in  it  beyond  the  power  of  man  to 
live  up  to.  This  one  was  accordingly 
withdrawn.  We  offered  further  sugges- 
tions to  the  government  which  they  took 
into  consideration.  Another  draft  was 
made  out  and  we  are  told  sent  forward 
for  the  decision  of  the  cabinet,  but  owing 
to  the  illness  of  Mr.  Finlay  action  was 
not  taken. 

Beef  Chilling 

Another  scheme  of  much  larger  pro- 
portions and  consequently  much  harder 
to  grapple  with  has  been  prominently 
before  us  during  the  year.  That  is  the 
beef  chilling  proposition.  We  are  yet 
very  much  at  sea  as  to  what  that  propo- 
sition entails.  The  Dominion  govern- 
ment have,  I  believe,  been  for  years 
investigating  this  matter  and  it  appears 
have  not  yet  arrived  at  any  definite 
conclusion.  It  would  not  seem  that  this 
apparent  indecision  in  the  matter  was 
caused  by  any  opposition  of  interested 
parties,  which  as  we  might  well  believe 
may  be  the  case  in  our  pork  packing 
scheme,  because  the  present  barbarious 
system  of  shipping  live  cattle  can  be, 
and  is  entered  into  by  men  of  comparative- 
ly limited  means,  and  there  seems  to  be 
a  general  outcry  on  the  part  of  all  for 
something  better,  so  that  it  seems  to  me 
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that  we  should  by  all  means  in  our  power 
continue  to  post  ourselves  in  this  matter 
and  in  the  meantime  do  as  the  Strathcona 
and  other  branches  have  done,  request 
the  Dominion  fjovernment  to  take  the 
matter  up  more  vigorously  and  carry 
it  along  as  soon  as  some  sound  and  safe 
business  proposition  that  will  adequately 
safeguard  the  producers*  interests  is 
placed   before  them. 

One  of  the  most  far-reaching  and 
important  questions  before  us  during  the 
year  was  brought  before  us  by  the  in- 
vitation given  by  the  Dominion  Grange 
that  we  send  a  delegate  to  their  convention 
at  Toronto  to  take  part  in  the  inauguration 
of  the  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture. 
This  was  something  which  I  was  looking 
forward  to  with  the  greatest  interest, 
but  we  were  under  the  impression  that 
the  convention  was  to  take  place  in 
January,  so  when  the  notice  came  in 
November  that  the  convention  was  to 
be  held  on  the  2+th  or  25th,  we  were 
reluctantly  compelled  to  decline  to  send 
a  delegate  as  it  was  not  possible  to  do  so 
on  such  short  notice. 

Must  Be  No  Relaxation 

As  you  know,  the  action  of  the  govern- 
ments of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan 
on  the  elevator  question  has  given  it 
a  somewhat  new  aspect  and  there  is 
now  a  prospect  of  a  happy  ending  to 
the  work  of  the  Grain  Growers  towards 
government  ownership;  yet  as  everlasting 
vigilance  is  the  price  of  success  it  would 
not  be  wisdom  on  the  part  of  the  Grain 
Growers  and  United  Farmers  to  relax 
too  much  in  their  efforts  until  government- 
owned  elevators  arc  an  accomplished  fact. 

I  am  glad  to  know  that  our  government 
has  not  considered  favorably  the  proposi- 
tion of  bonusing  privately-owned  eleva- 
tors at  the  Pacific  coast.  This  would 
be  no  benefit  to  us  unless  the  government 
retained  such  complete  control  over  them 
that  the  warehousing  of  the  grain  would 
be  completely  taken  out  of  the  hands  of 
interested  parties.  Another  proposition 
broadly  hinted  at,  that  of  the  assciciation 
taking  shares  in  a  privately-owned  eleva- 
tor at  the.  coast  would  also,  I  believe, 
be  fraught  with  grave  danger  to  our  best 
interests  and  may  be  but  one  of  the 
many  schemes  evolved  to  draw  us  away 
from  the  stand  which  we  have  heretofore 
taken. 

The  development  of  the  varied  re- 
sources of  our  province  brings  constantly 
before  us  new  and  important  problems 
with  which  we  must  be  prepared  to  cope, 
and  in  no  way  can  we  better  prepare 
than  by  the  interchange  of  ideas  at  our 
branch  meetings  throughout  the  year 
and  then  coming  together  at  these  annual 
conventions    to    formulate    these  ideas 


and  demands  in  such  a  way  that  they 
can  be  presented  to  the  government, 
the  railway  companies  or  other  bodies 
in  a  concrete  and  reasonable  form. 
Must  be  No  Narrowness 
Being  located  as  we  are  in  a  province 
of  such  great  extent  and  of  sucii  varied 
natural  resources,  we  will  need  to  remem- 
ber that  we  are  not  all  engaged  in  pro- 
ducing the  same  things.  We  should, 
therefore,  not  allow  our  sectional  interests 
to  interfere  with  our  best  judgment  as  to 
what  is  of  chief  interest  to  the  whole 
province.  There  will  be  placed  before 
you  at  this  time  many  questions  of  a 
somewhat  complex  character  which  will 
need  to  be  approached  with  tact,  caution 
and  deliberation,  That  we  have  come 
prepared  to  deal  with  those  questions 
lam  sure,  and  I  hope  that  this  convention 
will  prove  that  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta  have  a  potent  influence  for  good 
and  that  they  are  the  strongest  champions 
of  true  success  and  improvement  in  the 
province. 

I  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  S3'm- 
pathy  you  have  displayed  and  for  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  all  during  the  year 
and  I  bespeak  for  my  successor  in  office 
the  same  forbearance  and  assistance 
that  you  have  given  me. 


DIRECTORS'  REPORT 
FOR  YEAR  1909 

We  have  the  honor  to  present  this, 
our  first  annual  report.  Since  our  last 
annual  convention  many  matters  affect- 
ing the  growth  and  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation have  been  con.sidered  by  your 
directors  and  by  the  executive  committee 
appointed  by  your  directors. 

Immediately  after  the  last  convention 
your  directors  received  an  invitation 
from  Premier  Rutherford  to  attend  a 
convention  to  discuss  the  Western  Grain 
Route.  Your  directors  accepted  this 
invitation  and  at  the  request  of  the 
premier  appointed  2.5  delegates  to  officially 
represent  the  association.  This  conven- 
tion was  a  large  and  representative  one, 
the  matter  of  western  shipments  being 
discussed  from  the  standpoint  of  all 
interests,  and  the  result  being  that  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  lay  the 
findings  of  the  convention  before  the 
Hon.  Sir  Richard  Cartwright,  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Commerce,  This  committee 
proceeded  to  Ottawa  in  April  and  met 
with  a  very  favorable  reception,  and 
there  presented  a  report  asking  for 
government  ownership  of  terminal  eleva- 
tors, with  an  alternative  of  railway 
ownership  and  government  control,  the 
establishment  of  a  new  inspection  di- 
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vision  to  consist  of  the  provinces  of  Al- 
berta and  liritish  Columbia,  two  car 
order  books,  one  for  eastern  and  one  for 
western  shipments,  and  that  the  pro- 
visions.  of  the  Manitoba  Grain- Act  be 
made  to  apply  to  all  western,  as  well  as 
eastern,  sliif)ments. 

The  del(>f;ation  was  informed  that  the 
government  would  not  undertake  the 
ownership  of  terminals  and  then  asked 
that  as  an  alternative  the  railways  be 
compelled  to  operate  their  Sf)ecial  facili- 
ties for  handling  grain,  i.e.,  their  terminal 
elevators,  on  the  same  basis  as  their 
other  freight  warehouses.  This  request 
was  favorably  received,  although  nothing 
has  been  done  in  the  matter  so  far. 
In  regard  to  the  other  requests,  the 
committee  was  informed  that  if  they  met 
with  the  approval  of  the  officers  in  charge 
of  the  working  of  the  act  they  would  be 
granted,  and  it  is  now  announced  that 
all  arrangements  are  completed  for  the 
establishment  of  a  survey  board  at 
Calgary,  this  being  the  total  work  ac- 
complished so  far  by  the  committee. 
On  returning  westward  an  interview 
was  arranged  with  Mr.  Whyte,  second 
vice-president  of  the  CP. 11.,  and  the 
matter  of  western  shipments  taken  up 
with  him. 

Private  Concern  Turned  Down 

Mr.  Whyte  promised  that  the  C.P.R. 
would  erect  a  terminal  elevator  at  Van- 
couver with  a  capacity  of  2")0,000  bushels, 
and  capable  of  being  added  to  as  the 
trade  demanded  it,  the  elevator  to  be 
built  in  time  for  the  1909  business. 
Mr.  Whyte  has  not  seen  fit  to  keep  his 
promise  and  therefore  the  western  ship- 
ment movement  is  not  in  as  flourishing 
a  condition  as  was  expected  would  be 
the  case.  Your  directors  have  been 
approached  by  individuals  to  consent 
to  the  formation  of  a  company  to  erect 
terminals  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  then 
to  approach  the  provincial  governments 
to  guarantee  the  bonds  of  this  company, 
but  have  refused  positively  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  such  a  proposition, 
believing  that  it  was  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  farmers  of  Alberta  to  see  that  the 
terminals  were  in  safe  hands  from  the 
start.  For  this  reason,  nothing  has  been 
done  and  your  directors  would  ask  for 
an  expression  of  opinion  from  you  in 
regard  to  the  subject,  and  whether  their 
stand  in  the  matter  of  a  private  company 
was  the  correct  one. 

Your  directors  have  also  taken  up  the 
matter  of  suggested  changes  in  the  Mani- 
toba Grain  Act  with  the  Dominion 
government  and  received  an  answer 
that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  bring  in  any  amendments 
to  the  act  at  the  present  session  of  parlia- 


ment. In  accordance  with  your  instruc- 
tions at  the  last  annual  meeting,  your 
directors  appointed  a  trarisfxirtation  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Messrs.  Bower, 
Woolford  and  Ottewell.  This  committee 
will  present  a  separate  report  on  the  work 
undertaken  during  the  year,  A  legis- 
lative committee,  consisting  of  the  presi- 
dent, vice-president  and  secretriry,  was 
also  appointed,  and  although  the  work 
of  this  committee  was  not  strenuous 
it  was  able  to  do  some  good  work,  as 
will    be   reported  later. 

Organization  Plans 

Your  directors,  early  in  the  year, 
took  up  the  matter  of  organization  and 
appointed  each  director  official  organizer 
for  his  own  dsitrict,  but  this  was  found 
to  be  not  altogether  satisfactory,  and  at 
the  last  meeting  held  it  was  decided  to 
try  and  arrange  for  a  permanent  organizer 
to  take  charge  of  the  whofe  work.  This 
is  urgently  needed  and  if  a  satisfactory 
scheme  can  be  outlined,  there  is  every 
reason  to  expect  that  the  membership 
will  be  doubled  in  a  very  short  time. 
Your  directors  decided  to  have  the 
constitution  printed  in  English  and  in 
German  and  the  work  of  distributing 
the  latter  was  left  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
von  Mielecki,  the  director  for  the  Calgary 
district.  It  was  also  decided  to  order 
a  large  supply  of  stationery,  receipt  books 
and  buttons  and  supf)ly  them  to  the 
local  unions  at  cost  price. 

Your  directors  appointed  the  president 
to  attend  the  convention  of  Saskatche- 
wan Grain  Growers  held  at  Weyburn 
in  February  last,  and  he  was  accompanied 
by  the  vice-president  to  attend  a  meeting 
of  the  Inter-Provincial  Council.  This 
meeting  recommended  the  organization 
of  the  council  on  a  permanent  basis, 
and  also  took  up  the  matter  of  govern- 
ment ownership  of  initial  elevators, 
which  has  been  brought  to  such  a  success- 
ful conclusion  in  Manitoba.  The  matter 
of  terminal  elevators  was  also  considered, 
and  at  a  later  date  your  secretary  had 
the  privilege  of  serving  on  the  delegation 
from  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  in 
presenting  the  petition  to  the  Dominion 
government. 

The  Pork  Packing  Plant 

As  was  to  be  expected,  the  most  serious 
proposition  before  your  directors  this 
year  was  that  of  the  government  pork 
packing  plant.  Your  directors  are  un- 
animous on  the  question,  in  fact  it  might 
safely  be  said  that  all  the  farmers  are 
unanimous,  and  have  done  everything 
to  bring  this  to  a  successful  conclusion, 
even  going  so  far  as  to  send  out  a  petition 
to  the  unions  with  the  result  that  a 
number  of  petitions  were  sent  in  to  the 
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Live  Stock  Commissioner  signed  by 
farmers  and  guaranteeing  a  supply  of 
over  20,000  hogs.  The  executive  com- 
mittee waited  upon  the  premier  in  May 
and  asked  to  have  the  matter  settled, 
but  nothing  has  been  done.  The  fuller 
report  of  the  interviews  with  the  govern- 
ment will  be  given  by  the  legislative 
committee.  Your  directors  feel  that  it 
will  be  advisable  for  the  delegates  at 
the  annual-  convention  to  express  their 
views  on  the  subject,  as  it  is  feared  that 
there  may  be  an  attempt  to  block  this 
scheme,  which,  when  in  full  operation, 
will  be  a  blow  to  certain  business  interests, 
and  it  may  be  that  their-  influence  is 
being  used  against  the  proposition.  In 
any  event,  a  whole  year  has  gone  since 
the  report  of  the  pork  packing  commission 
was  accepted,  and  nothing  has  been  done. 

The  matter  of  hail  insurance  is  also 
receiving  attention  and  this  will  be  dealt 
with  by  the  legislative  committee  in 
their  report. 

Your  directors  have  received  numerous 
requests  asking  for  assistance  in  the 
matter  of  the  gopher  pest,  and  have, 
during  the  last  few  months,  had  under 
consideration  and  investigation  a  scheme 
originated  by  a  firm  of  druggists  in  Chi- 
cago. Your  directors  have,  however, 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  scheme 
is  too  vague  and  unsatisfactory  at  present 
and  therefore  it  cannot  be  recommended. 
At  present  the  only  sure  plan  seems  to  be 
the  scheme  of  co-operation  as  laid  down 
in  the  Local  Improvement  Act. 

At  the  request  of  East  Clover  Bar 
union,  your  directors  took  up  the  matter 
of  the  inadequate  system  of  inspection 
of  weights  and  measures,  with  the  result 
that  the  district  was  sub-divided  and  an 
additional  inspector  appointed.  The  full 
concessions  asked  for  were  not  secured, 
but  a  step  in  the  right  direction  has  been 
made. 

Participated  in  Victorious  Fight 
Y^I^Rjrectors  have,  during  the  year, 
as^^^H^lr.  L.  U.  Jellitf,  director  for 
j^0lff/IKmbr\dge  district,  in  his  fight 
against  the  Alberta  Railway  and  Irri- 
gatiwiCo.  The  information  was  laid 
JKS^^^ttt^  Railway  Commission  by  the 
ISardston  Farmers'  Association,  assisted 
by  the  boards  of  trade  in  that  portion  of 
the  country,  and  when  the  latter  showed 
a  desire  to  drop  out  of  the  fight,  Mr. 
Jelliff  pluckily  undertook  the  whole  work, 
presented  the  case  before  the  Commission 
at  Lethbridge,  and  later  went  to  Ottawa 
with  additional  information  he  had 
secured.  At  the  last  directors'  meeting, 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Jelliff,  your  directors 
took  up  the  matter  and  passed  a  strong 
resolution  endorsing  the  action  taken  by 
hijn.  This  was  sent  to  the  Commission 
at  Ottawa.    Late  in  July  a  decision  was 


rendered  by  the  Commission  and  a  splen- 
did victory  has  been  gained,  a  victory 
which  is  further  emphasized  by  a  later 
decision  rendered  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year,  and  your  directors  feel  that  this 
victory  is  mainly  responsible  to  Mr. 
Jelliff,  who  sacrificed  a  large  amount  of 
time  and  money  to  carry  on  the  fight, 
and  who  then  stepped  aside  in  order 
that  the  association  may  get  the  credit 
of   the  victory. 

Other  matters  presented  before  the 
Railway  Commission  included  complaints 
dealing  with  the  fencing  of  right-of-way, 
cattle  guards,  farmers'  crossings,  and 
like  matters,  in  all  of  which  the  ruUngs 
were  in  favor  of  the  complaints  supported 
by   the  association. 

The  work  the  U.F.A.  has  accom- 
plished cannot  be  summed  up  in  a  short 
report,  but  it  is  confidently  stated  that 
the  U.F.A.  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  progressive  organizations  in  Canada 
and  the  work  accomplished  is  gratifying 
and  is  enough  to  convince  all  farmers 
in  Alberta  that  they  should  be  members, 
as  it  can  now  be  seen  during  the  coming 
year  problems  will  have  to  be  faced 
which  require  all  the  energies  of  every 
farmer  in  the  province.  The  agricultural 
industry  of  Alberta  is  so  varied  that  it 
is  impossible  to  devote  all  our  energies 
to  one  subject  and  we  must  be  prepared 
to  keep  alive  the  meat  trade  as  well  as 
the  grain  trade.  Your  directors  would 
suggest  among  the  subjects  which  should 
be  brought  forward  during  the  coming 
year  one  of  the  most  important  is  that 
of  education,  especially  along  the  lines 
of  co-operative  marketing  and  the  pre- 
paring of  our  products  for  the  markets 
to  the  west.  This,  with  the  pork  packing, 
elevators  and  hail  insurance,  and  an 
efficient  organizing  system,  will  be  work 
which  will  require  all  our  energies  during 
the  year  1910. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


REPORT  OF  LEGISLATIVE 
COMMITTEE 

Your  legislative  committee  presented 
the  resolutions  passed  at  the  last  annual 
convention  to  the  government  and  met 
with  a  very  favorable  hearing. 

In  regard  to  the  resolution  dealing 
with  the  pork  packing  industry  it  was 
pointed  out  to  your  committee  at  the 
first  interview  with  the  government 
that  the  findings  of  the  commission 
were  not  in  the  hands  of  the  government 
at  the  time  the  speech  from  the  throne 
was  prepared  and  consequestly  it  would 
have  been  entirely  out  of  place  for  the 
government  to  have  made  any  announce- 
ment on  the  subject  at  the  time.  Your 
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committee  was  assured  that  the  govern- 
ment were  not  indifferent  on  the  matter, 
but  were  taking  a  very  keen  interest 
in  the  proposition.  Later  a  draft  agree- 
ment was  sfut  out  for  appro vul.  Some 
of  the  chiuses,  as  wor<h'd.  did  not  meet 
with  the  approval  of  your  committee 
so  on  May  23  hist,  a  further  interview 
was  arranged,  at  which  it  was  promised 
that  the  agreement  should  coiifurm 
with  the  findings  of  the  commission. 
Your  committee  is  given  to  understand 
that  tlie  proposed  changes  were  in- 
corporated in  a  new  draft  agreement 
an<l  that  this  agreement  was  forwarded 
to  the  executive  council  of  the  government 
for  consideration  and  final  ratification 
in  June  last. 

At  a  Standstill 

Nothing  has  been  done  or  heard  of 
in  the  matter  since,  as  far  as  your  com- 
mittee are  aware,  altliough  from  informa- 
tion seeureil  by  individual  meuibers  of 
tlie  committee  we  are  given  to  under- 
stand that  the  unfortunate  illness  of 
the  late  Minister  of  Agrieuiture  was  to 
a  large  extent  responsible  for  this  delay. 
However,  there  is  a  new  an<l  active 
minister  at  the  head  of  the  agricultural 
department  now  and  therefore  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  prompt  and  effective 
measures  will  be  taken  to  start  this 
project.  There  is  not  the  sMghtest 
possibility  of  the  farmers  going  back 
into  the  hog  raising  business  on  a  large 
scale,  until  the  government  plan  is  assur- 
ed, and  on  this  account  we  look  and  hope 
for  imuiediate  action.    Your  committee 

f (resents  tliis  matter  to  you  and  asks 
or  further  instructions. 

Government  Assistance 
In  regard  to  the  request  for  assistance 
in  combatting  the  gopher  pest,  arrange- 
ments were  made  by  the  government 
whereby  all  local  improvement  districts 
were  empowered  to  spend  not  more  than 
seventy-five  dollars  in  the  purchase  of 
strychnine  and  to  arrange  for  field  days, 
etc.,  so  that  concerted  action  could  be 
taken  in  the  matter,  the  work  to  be 
carried  out  along  lines  laid  down  by  the 
department  of  agriculture.  In  this  con- 
nection your  committee  would  further 
say  that  the  department  of  agriculture 
has  announced  that  in  any  districts 
where  it  is  impossible  to  get  strychnine 
at  a  reasonable  figure,  the  department 
will  assist  in  securing  same  at  wholesale 
prices  from  reliable  jobbers.  The  request 
for  financial  assistance  for  the  transporta- 
tion committee  was  freely  granted  by 
the  premier,  and  the  result  of  this  will 
be  shown  in  the  report  to  be  presented 
by  the  president  on  the  subject  of  trans- 
portation and  marketing. 

The  resolution  regarding  the  fencing 


of  their  right-of-way  by  all  railway  com- 
panies was  referred  to  the  railway  com- 
mission and  an  order  has  been  passed 
by  the  commission  bringing  this  into 
effect.  The  resolution  relating  to  the 
Alberta  Railway  and  Irrigation  Co., 
was  also  referred  to  the  railway  commiss- 
ion, and  Mr.  L.  H.  Jelliff  took  a  very  active 
part  in  pushing  matters  to  a  definite 
conclusion,  and  a  very  sweeping  de- 
cision against  the  company  has  been  ren- 
dered by  the  commission.  The  resolu- 
tion relating  to  the  bounty  on  coyotes 
was  presented  to  the  government  and 
the  bounty  was  replace<l.  The  resolu- 
tion relating  to  the  duty  on  cattle  was 
referred  to  the  United  States  and  Dom- 
inion Departments  of  .Agriculture,  but 
nothing  has  been  done  in  the  matter  of 
reducing  the  duty  on  cattle  shipped  to 
the  States. 

The  resolution  asking  for  a  change 
in  the  school  ordinance  was  referred  to 
the  government  and  the  requested  amend- 
ments were  in  a  modified  form  granted, 
making  it  possible  for  thinly  settled  dis- 
tricts to  form  themselves  into  school 
districts  and  secure  the  necessary  edu- 
cati|f)n  for  their  children. 

The  resolution  regarding  the  taxing 
of  coal  rights  was  referred  to  the  govern- 
ment, but  your  committee  was  informed 
that  it  was  impossible  to  <lo  anything 
in  the  matter  at  [)resent.  The  refjuested 
amen<lment  to  the  agricultural  societies 
ordinance  was  not  granted.  In  regard 
to  the  taxing  of  railway  lands,  the  gov- 
ernment is  pushing  this  matter  to  the 
fullest  extent  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
final  decision  will  be  given  by  the  highest 
court  in  the  realm,  the  Privy  Council, 
this  year. 

Hail  Insurance  Problem 

The  matter  of  hail  insurance  was  also 
taken  up  with  the  government,  and  the 
suggestions  of  the  convention  conveyed 
to  the  jiremier.  The  result  was  that  the 
graduated  system  of  insurance  was  adopt- 
ed, but  the  plan  of  premiums  suggested 
by  your  commiittee  was  not  brought  into 
effect.  This  suggested  plan  was  that  the 
rate  for  the  $4.00  indemnity  should 
remain  at  the  old  rate,  but  the  rate  for 
the  increased  insurance  should  be  made 
to  fully  cover  the  loss,  as  estimated 
by  the  average  loss  rate  per  acre  since 
the  hail  insurance  plan  was  adopted. 
Instead  of  this  the  government  charged 
a  flat  rate,  increasing  the  rate  from 
15c.  per  acre  to  20c.  per  acre  for  the  $4.00 
indemnity  and  making  a  rate  of  .SOc. 
and  40c.  for  the  $0.00  aud  $8.00  indemni- 
ties respectively.  The  result  is  that 
in  spite  of  the  increased  rate,  the  losses 
this  year  are  heavier  then  ever,  as  the 
following  synopsis  will  show. 


According  to  returns  received  the  num- 
ber of  contracts  issued  was  4,601  and  the 
number  of  claims  for  indemnity  was  965. 
The  total  number  of  acres  fully  insured 
was  246,699  and  partially  insured  was 
48,732,  making  a  total  of' 205,431  acres, 
or  reducing  the  partially  insured  acres 
to  fully  insured  the  total  acreage  fully 
insured  was  271,665,  divided  thus: — 

At  the  rate  of  20c.  per  acre  .*  97,668 

At  the  rate  of  30c.  per  acre   42,643 

At  the  rate  of  40c.  per  acre  131,354 

271,665 

thus  showing  that  nearly  50%  was  under 
the  highest  rate  of  indemnity  and  there- 
fore carried  the  heaviest  losses. 

The  total  amount  of  premiums  collected 
was  $84,868.79  and  the  total  expenses 
were  $188,028.82,  leaving  a  deficit  of 
$73,140.03.  The  estimated  acreage  of  the 
province  was  941,200  and  the  approxi- 
mate proportion  of  total  acreage  under 
crop  insured  29%.  The  number  of 
acres  damaged  was  64,803,  and  the  per- 
centage of  insured  acres  damaged  was 
24%. 

These  figures  speak  for  themselves 
and  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  go  into 
further  details,  but  this  will  no  doubt 
be  taken  into  cons.ideration  when  making 
arrangements  for  this  year's  insurance. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  pre- 
mier considers  that  the  hail  insurance 
business  has  not  been  given  a  fair  trial 
yet  and  that  the  government  will  not 
abandon  the  business  to  private  com- 
panies. It  might  be  advisable  to  ap- 
point a  commission  to  act  on  this  matter 
possibly  in  conjunction  with  the  govern- 
ment, and  see  if  it  is  possible  to  arrive 
at  some  equitable  basis  of  co-operative 
or  compulsory  hail  insurance  for  the 
province. 

The  Saskatchewan  System 
In  this  connection  it  is  perhaps  as 
well  to  point  out  that  in  the  province  of 
Saskatchewan,  the  government  withdrew 
from  the  hail  insurance  business  last  year, 
and  that  four  private  companies  entered 
the  field,  three  adopting  a  uniform 
sliding  scale  in  which  the  risks  were 
classified  into  five  classes,  the  first  com- 
prising quarter  sections  upon  no  part 
of  which  injurious  hail  had  fallen  in 
the  ten  growing  seasons  last  past,  the 
second  class  comprised  quarter  sections 
upon  any  part  of  which  injurious  hail 
had  fallen  in  not  more  than  one  of  the  ten 
growing  seasons  last  past,  the  third  class 
comprised  quarter  sections,  which  were 
not  hailed  more  than  twice  during  a 
similar  period,  the  fourth  class  not  more 
than  three  times  and  the  fifth  class  not 
more  than  four  times.    Quarter  sections 


upon  any  part  of  which  hail  that  would 
injure  or  destroy  growing  crops  had  fallen 
in  more  than  four  of  the  ten  growing 
seasons  last  past,  were  not  insured  by 
these  companies.  The  growing  season 
was  further  specified  to  signify  the 
period  between  May  14  and  September 
16  in  any  year.  These  companies  under- 
took to  insure  at  $2,  $3,  $4,  $5  or  $6 
per  acre  as  might  be  desired,  and  also  to 
allow  premiums  to  be  paid  in  cash  or 
to  be  settled  by  note,  the  rates  charged 
being  as  follows: — 

Rate  per  $100  of  Insurance 
Cash  premium       Note  premium 

First    class  ....     4.00    5.00 

Second  class   ....  4.65   5.80 

Third  class               5.65   7.05 

Fourth  class             7.00   8.75 

Fifth  class              8.65   10  80 

The  exact  figures  are  not  yet  available, 
as  the  companies  have  made  no  analysis 
of  their  expenditure  for  hail  insurance 
only,  and  the  same  officials  are  soliciting 
fire  as  well  as  hail  insurance,  and  adjusting 
losses,  but  it  is  estimated  that  after  pay- 
ing expenses  and  agents'  commissions 
the  companies  came  out  about  even, 
and  it  is  to  be  noted  further  that  this 
was  upon  the  best  classes  of  risks  only, 
as  no  insurance  was  effected  upon  the 
fifth  class,  so  that  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses it  may  be  considered  that  hardly 
any  farmer  in  the  province  of  Saskatche- 
wan who  had  been  hailed  more  than  twice 
in  the  past  ten  years  was  insured. 

The  fourth  company  offered  insurance 
at  from  $2  to  $8  per  acre,  at  the  rate 
of  $''  per  $100  insurance  upon  quarter 
sections  upon  no  part  of  which  hail 
that  would  injure  or  destroy  grain  crops 
had  fallen  in  not  more  than  four  of  the 
ten  growing  seasons  last  past.  This 
company  also  undertook  to  settle  by 
note  at  the  rate  of  $8.25  per  $100  of 
insurance.  No  reports  have  been  re- 
ceived as  to  the  business  done.  These 
flat  rates  are  nearly  double  those  formerly 
charged  by  the  government  of  .Saskatche- 
wan, and  the  government  made  no  dis- 
criminations as  to  the  risk  offered,  but 
carried  every  farmer  in  the  province 
who  chose  to  apply  for  insurance,  which 
accounts  for  the  heavy  annual  deficits. 

Flat  Rate  Charges 

The  flat  rate  charged  by  the  government 
of  Alberta  last  year  was  $5  per  %100 
of  insurance,  and  no  discriminations 
were  made,  any  farmer  who  applied 
for  insurance  secured  same,  whether  he 
had  been  hailed  once  or  every  year  dur- 
ing the  last  ten  growing  seasons.  This 
inforuiation  should  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, and  as  we  have  the  assurance 


9 


of  the  government  that  the  hail  insurance 
business  will  not  be  abandoned  by  them 
it  will  be  well  to  make  arrangements 
to  secure  the  fullest  possible  data  on 
this  subject  and  thereby  arrive  at  a 
solution  which  will  be  as  far  as  possible 
satisfactory  to  all  parties  concerned. 

Your  committee  would  further  re- 
commend that  a  commission  be  appointed 
to  arrange  details  of  the  elevator  business 
on  the  same  lines  as  adopted  by  the 
Manitoba  Grain  Growers'  Association, 
so  as  to  have  all  the  necessary  information 
on  hand  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


REPORT  OF  TRANS- 
PORTATION COMMITTEE 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the 
Transportation  committee  as  presented 
by   James   Bower,   j)  resident: — 

Being  appointed  by  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  transportation  committee  to 
carry  out  the  work  of  that  committee 
in  British  Columbia,  and  acting  as  special 
representative  for  Alberta  to  investigate 
conditions  bearing  on  the  transportation 
and  marketing  of  Alberta  farm  prodi;cts 
in  British  Columbia,  I  beg  therefore  to 
submit  my  report. 

After  consulting  with  the  government 
at  whose  suggestion  the  committee  was 
appointed,  and  who  passed  an  appro- 
priation to  cover  expenses,  I  left  for 
British  Columbia  the  latter  part  of  October 
I  first  visited  the  coast  cities,  getting 
in  totich  with  the  various  boards  of  trade 
and  Fruit  Growers' Association,  and  making 
as  thorough  a  canvass  as  my  time  would 
permit  of  individuals  and  companies 
engaged  in  lumbering  and  other  indus- 
tries, as  well  as  those  dealers,  both  whole- 
sale and  retail,  who  handle  the  various 
farm  products  such  as  those  grown  in 
Alberta. 

On  every  hand  when  my  mission  was 
explained  to  those  people  I  was  most 
courteously  received,  each  and  all  entering 
with  enthusiasm  into  the  spirit  of  closer 
trade  relations  with  us;  the  only  hesitancy 
shown  being  their  diffidence  in  making 
the  first  move,  and  waiting  for  someone 
else  to  take  the  initiative.  This  was  more 
particularly  shown  at  the  Board  of  Trade 
meetings  which  I  attended,  where  commit- 
tees were  appointed  to  work  in  conjunc- 
tion with  us  when  the  time  arrived  that 
we  would  be  prepared  to  take  the  matter 
up  in  a  more  concrete  form. 

In  my  interview  with^  individuals, 
I  found  it  their  unanimous  belief 
that  there  is  not  the  freedom  of  inter- 
provincial  trade  between  us  that  should 
exist.  Some,  looking  at  it  with  a  super- 
ficial glance,  appear  to  think  that  time 


will  naturally  bring  about  better  condi- 
tions, while  others  who  have  made  a 
closer  study  of  conditions  believe  that  if 
intelligent  and  concerted  action  is  not 
taken,  time  will  only  aggravate  the  evil. 
A  Market  in  British  Columbia 

That  there  is  a  market  for  our  farm 
products  in  British  Columbia  which  we 
should  try  to  secure  for  ourselves  is  very 
evident.  In  a  speech  given  by  Hon, 
R.  G.  Tatlow,  late  Minister  of  Finance 
of  that  pr*ovince,  we  find  the  following: 

"In  1908  we  imported  from  foreign 
countries  nearly  two  million  dollars 
worth  of  agricultural  products  on  which 
duty  was  paid,  this  being  about  one- 
quarter  of  the  total  importations;  the 
remaining  three-quarters  coming  from 
other  parts  of  Canada,  so  that  the  actual 
output  for  these  commodities  would  be 
between  seven  and  eight  million  dollars; 
a  fact  which  would  be  disheartening 
were  it  not  that  these  large  supplies  are 
required  to  supply  the  needs  of  a  rapidly 
increasing  population,  whose  standard 
of  living  demands,  and  whose  wages  per- 
mit the  best." 

Then  in  the  Budget  Speech  of  February 
17,  1909,  we  find:  "The  local  market  for 
agricultural  produce  is  still  supplied  to 
a  very  large  extent  from  outside.  These 
imports  last  year  included  11,400  head  of 
cattle,  H,'i7.^  hogs,  thirty-five  to  forty 
thousand  sheep.  There  are  also  large 
quantities  of  dressed  meat  and  poultry — 
fifteen  thousand  carcases  of  mutton 
were  received  from  Australia  alone, 
and  forty  carloads  of  poultry  from  East- 
ern Canada.  The  value  of  poultry  and 
eggs  imported  was  considerably  over  a  mil- 
lion dollars;  ham,  butter,  bacon,  pork, 
lard,  cheese  and  other  products  of  the 
farm,  the  exact  quantities  and  values 
of  which  I  am  unable  at  the  present  time 
to  state,  as  the  statistics  are  compiled 
at  Ottawa,  and  will  not  be  available  un- 
til March  31." 

United  States  Gets  the  Business 

I  had  the  privilege  of  perusing  a  copy 
of  these  statistics  in  the  office  of  the  Van- 
couver Board  of  Trade.  These  showed 
that  besides  the  imports  coming  into 
British  Columbia  from  across  the  moun- 
tains, there  are  thousands  of  tons  of  hay 
and  oats,  and  many  thousands  of  dollars 
worth  of  fresh  meat  as  well  as  cured 
meats  coming  in  from  the  United  States. 
The  Live  Stock  Commissioner  also  showed 
me  figures,  which  was  an  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  live  hogs  and  fresh  pork  coming 
into  the  coast  cities  from  the  United 
States,  this  being  about  double  what  came 
in  from  across  the  mountains.  Many 
other  proofs  of  the  vast  possibilities  of 
the  British  Columbia  local  markets 
might  be  given,  but  which  I  do  not  think 
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need  be  given;  our  chief  object  at  the 
present  time  being  how  to  secure  to  our- 
selves that  market,  and  how  to  make 
the  intcrcliange  of  the  natural  products 
of  each  province  with  the  least  possible 
loss  to  us  in  transit  and  the  greatest  possi- 
ble profit  to  ourselves.  I  find  that  there 
are  many  things  standing  in  the  way  of 
a  free  and  unfettered  exchange  of  com- 
modities between  the  residents  of  these 
provinces;  and  yet,  these  very  things 
themselves  are  used  as  a  bone  of  con- 
tention between  us,  whereas,  by  a  better 
understanding  and  natural  effort,  many 
of  these  things  could  be  taken  out  of 
the  way. 

If  the  British  Columbia  lumbermen 
goes  to  a  railway  official  for  a  lower  freight 
rate,  he  is  told  that  the  prairie  farmer 
has  to  buy  his  lumber  anyway,  and  will 
have  to  pay  the  freight;  but  that  he, 
the  lumberman,  should  agitate  for  a 
high^^r  tariff  on  lumber  coming  in  from 
the  United  States. 

Discrimination  of  the  Railways 

If  we,  as  farmers,  go  to  the  railway 
company  for  reduced  freight  rates  on 
our  products  going  to  British  Columbia, 
we  are  told  that  the  British  Columbia 
people  have  to  get  their  supplies  from  us 
anyway,  and  that  they  will  have  to  pay 
the  freight.  This  kind  of  argument 
is  very  useful  in  keeping  up  a  bad  feeling 
between  us,  and  in  keeping  up  the  prices 
to  the  consumer  without  giving  the  pro- 
ducer any  benefit.  If  we  look  into  this 
matter  more  closely,  we  find  this;  that 
the  C.P.R.  discriminates  against  the  west- 
ern end  of  their  line  in  favor  of  their 
eastern  end.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  find  out,  the  rates  between  Winnipeg 
and  Laggau  are  about  the  same  as  between 
the  coast  and  Laggan,  the  distance  in 
one  case  being  about  one-third  of  the 
distance  in  the  other.  Figures  submitted 
by  a.  delegation  from  the  Vancouver 
Board  of  Trade  to  a  meeting  of  the 
Victoria  Board  of  Trade,  where  I  was 
present,  showed  a  discrimination  in 
favor  of  the  east,  in  many  cases  of  over 
one  hundred  per  cent. 

Now,  while  these  discriminations  are 
unjust  to  the  residents  of  both  provinces 
it  is  doubly  unjust  to  the  Alberta  farmer 
for,  in  the  first  place  it  makes  our  market 
smaller  in  British  Columbia,  because  of 
the  American  importation;  these  having 
the  advantage  of  lower  rates.  Then 
again,  it  makes  the  prices  of  our  products 
to  the  small  operator  in  lumber  and  other 
things  prohibitory.  Thus,  at  the  same 
time  taking  him  out  of  the  field  as  a 
purchaser  of  our  goods,  and  as  a  com- 
petitor of  the  larger  operator.  It  makes 
the  cost  of  production  to  all  these  much 
higher,  which  they  immediately  charge 


back  to  us  in  the  first  cost  of  their  pro- 
ducts, added  to  which  the  high  freight 
rates  again  coming  east  makes  prices 
prohibitory  to  many  of  us,  thus  curtailing 
the  market  here  for  British  Columbia 
products,  and  making  those  of  us  who  buy 
pay  the  high  freight  both  ways. 

Now,  it  may  be  that  the  C.P.R.  do 
not  want  to  carry  any  greater  amount 
of  freight  over  their  western  end,  rather 
choosing  to  cater  to  their  eastern  trade. 
It  may  be  that  because  of,  their  charter 
and  the  manipulation  of  their  stocks 
they  can  defy  the  railway  commission; 
yet,  if  the  residents  of  British  Columbia 
and  Alberta  get  together  and  pro\e  that 
they  are  being  discriminated  against  and 
that  the  policy  of  the  C.P.R.  is  retarding 
the  development  of  both  provinces,  then 
surely  we  can  hope  for  redress. 

Irregularities  of  Live  Stock  Trade 

Another  condition  which  prevails  that 
is  even  more  injurious  to  us  than  the  high 
freight  rates  is  the  anomalous  condition 
of  the  live  stock  trade,  owing  to  the 
monopoly  that  exists,  and  which  is  con- 
tinually tightening  its  grip  and  extending 
its  operations.  Now,  we  own  that  if  a 
farmer  or  independent  dealer  has  a 
bunch  of  export  cattle,  he  ought  to  be 
able  to  fight  his  way  through  to  the 
English  market;  but  in  the  first  place, 
it  would  not  be  possible  for  him  to  get 
that  bunch,  without  at  the  same  time 
getting  as  large,  or  possibly  a  larger  bunch 
of  butcher  cattle,  the  only  market  for 
which  is  in  British  Columbia  and  the 
Yukon.  This  fact  gives  the  firm  that 
has  the  monopoly  of  the  British  Columbia 
market  the  monopoly  of  the  whole  trade. 
Monopoly  of  the  Pork  Business 

In  the  pork  trade,  the  situation  is 
worse,  because  here  this  monopoly  adopts 
the  same  "dog  in  the  manger"  tactics  as 
do  the  C.P.R.  in  the  matter  of  freight 
rates.  While  claiming  to  be  packers, 
it  is  quite  evident  that  they  do  not  want 
to  do  any  packing,  or  allow  anyone  else 
to  do  any  packing,  preferring  the  higher 
profit.s.  on  the  smaller  business.  They 
are  now  using  nearly  all  our  supplies 
to  carry  on  the  fresh  meat  trade,  over 
which  they  have  full  control,  and  buying 
practically  all  their  cured  meat  from 
outside,  where  prices  are  always  higher 
for  live  hogs  than  here.  They  are  using 
their  so-called  packing  plants  for  a  double 
purpose,  that  of  cold  storage  plants 
to  enable  them  to  buy  stock  cheap  when 
there  is  a  supply,  to  hold  the  same  and 
put  it  on  the  market  later,  and  also  to 
discouVage  anyone  else  puttjng  in  real 
packing  plants,  knowing  full  well  that 
then  the  price  of  live  hogs  would  increase, 
while  that  of  cured  meats  would  decrease, 
and  thus  reduce  their  trade  iu  fresh  meat. 
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Now,  while  the  best  possible  solution 
of  this  enigma  is  the  establishment  of 
a  government  packing  plant,  yet  at  the 
same  time  we  want  to  devise  ways  and 
means  to  break  up  this  monoi)()ly  in 
the  fresh  meat  trade.  To  do  this,  I 
would  recommend  tl'at  we  work  together 
with  the  residents  of  British  Columbia 
for  the  establishment  of  a  system  of 
municipal  abattoirs  under  government 
control. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  some  of  the 
advantages  these  would  have  over  the 
present  system.  Wc  have  now  a  system 
of  inspect i(m  that  is  only  an  instrument 
in  the  hands  of  the  large  o{jcrators  to 
crush  their  smaller  rivals.  We  have 
now  a  system  of  buying  and  selling 
that  enables  the  large  operators  to  keep 
the  small  ones  almost  entirely  out  of  the 
6eld,  by  forcing  the  price  up  or  down 
locally  every  time  the  smaller  one  tries 
to  do  business. 

Government  Control  A  Remedy 

With  government  controlled  abattoirs 
the  same  inspection  would  apply  to  all, 
and  the  cost  of  killing  would  be  much 
less  than  now,  because  there  are  now 
many  places  where  there  are  three  or 
four  butchers,  each  with  his  own  slaughter 
house,  thus  quadrupling  the  expenses  of 
one  government  abattoir.  It  would  re- 
move the  cause  of  dispute  between  the 
producer  and  the  butcher  over  the  dressed 
weight  of  the  slaughtered  animal  and 
the  alleged  trickery  causing  the  dispute. 
It  would  give  the  independent  producer 
and  dealer  a  chance  to  meet  and  make 
a  fair  bargain  without  the  interference 
of  the  monopolist,  who  could  not  then 
raise  the  price  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
small  dealer,  without  making  it  universal. 
And  in  thus  giving  the  small  dealer, 
handling  his  own  business,  a  chance  to 
compete  with  the  larger  ones,  the  con- 
sumer would  have  the  benefit  of  both 
price  and  ciuality,  all  having  the  advantage 
of  the  same  inspection.  It  would  increase 
our  market  in  British  Columbia  by  keeping 
out  the  large  quantities  of  dressed  meat 
now  coming  in  from  the  United  States, 
and  entirely  eliminate  the  danger  to  the 
British  Columbia  consumer  of  buying 
inferior  and  diseased  meat.  It  would 
do  away  with  the  present  shrink-in-buying 
swindle,  as  the  producer  could  safely 
sell  on  the  dressed  weight  of  the  carcass. 
It  would  encourage  the  production  of 
a  better  quality  of  stock,  as  it  would  then 
be  to  the  producer's  interest  to  grow 
the  class  that  would  yield  the  most  meat 
of  'the  best  quality.  I  believe  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  people  of  British 
Columbia  would  support  us  in  trying  to 
get  such  a  system  estal)lished,  and  Mr. 
Hodson,  the  Live  Stock  Commissioner 


there  has  promised  me  that  he  would 
give  it  his  fullest  support.  To  encourage 
other  lines  of  interpro\  incial  trade  with 
British  Columbia  and  to  safeguard  our 
interests,  there  should  be  a  system  of 
licensing  and  bonding  commission  mer- 
chants in  the  same  way  that  grain  com- 
mission men  are  now  bonded. 

Ruinous  Condition  of  Hay  Trade 

Then  again,  one  of  the  most  unsatis- 
factory and  ruinous  conditions  exists 
in  the  hay  trade,  because  of  the  lack 
of  some  standard  of  quality  and  system 
of  inspection,  and  the  same  applies  in  the 
trade  in  sacked  grain.  I  know  that  there 
are  difficulties  in  the  way  of  working 
out  an  inspection  system  in  these,  but 
1  believe  that  it  could  be  done  somewhat 
along  the  same  lines  as  the  government 
inspection  and  scaling  of  logs  now  in 
vogue  among  lumbermen,  so  that  in 
case  of  dispute  it  would  be  submitted  to 
one  of  these  inspectors  as  referee  whose 
decision  would  be  final. 

Now,  in  bringing  this  somewhat  lengthy 
report  to  a  close,  I  want  to  say  that  our 
welfare  is  more  tied  up  with  the  welfare 
of  British  Columbia  than  with  any  other 
part  of  the  Dominion.  We  are  inter- 
dependent one  on  the  other.  For  one 
to  succeed,  both  must  succeed.  In  making 
this  province  a  prosperous  mixed  farming 
province  we  are  more  vitally  interested 
in  dealing  with  British  Columbia  than 
we  are  in  terminal  elevators  at  Fort 
William  or  Hudson  Bay,  or  even  line 
elevators  through  the  prairie  provinces. 
If  we  build  up  an  interprovincial  trade 
with  British  Columbia  we  build  up  a 
western  export  grain  route  at  the  same 
time;  but,  as  we  all  know,  wheat  is  not 
our  mainstay,  nor  can  it  be  for  generations 
to  come.  Our  chief  natural  line  ol  pro- 
duction is  in  our  live  animals,  in  our 
hay,  and  in  our  coarser  grains,  and  in  the 
west,  and  through  the  west  lies  our  market. 
As  proof  of  this,  we  have  only  to  compare 
the  prices  paid  during  the  last  few  months 
for  oats  and  barley  at  country  points 
with  prices  paid  at  Fort  William,  the  differ- 
ence not  being  enough  to  more  than 
half  pay  the  freight,  and  in  some  cases 
where  the  producer  shipped  his  grain 
west  himself,  the  price  obtained  was  equal 
to  that  paid  at  Fort  William;  and  if  it 
were  not  because  of  the  unjust  discrimina- 
tion in  freight  rates,  our  trade  would 
flow  westward  as  naturally  as  water  to 
the  sea.  Now,  in  this  matter  of  inter- 
provincial trade  we  are  the  parties  of 
the  first  part,  and  as  such,  we  must  take 
the  initiative. 

The  Premier's  Willingness 

After  doing  a  certain  amount  of  pre- 
liminary work,  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  preliminary  work  though  re- 
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sultant  in  much  good  was  yet  to  a  certain 
extent  a  waste  of  time  and  energy, 
if  we  are  not  prepared  to  follow  it  up. 
With  this  in  view  I  interviewed  the  Pre- 
mier, Hon.  Mr.  Ilutherford,  who  6rst  sug- 
gested tiiat  we  take  up  this  work.  I 
stated  to  him  my  belief  that  to  accomplish 
the  best  results  some  concerted  action 
must  be  taken.  I  promised  to  place  the 
matter  before  this  convention,  ami  asked 
if  his  government  would  be  willing  to 
grant  us  further  support  if  this  associa- 
tion decided  to  follow  the  matter  up. 
To  this  he  cheerfully  agreed,  even  prom- 
ising a  portion  of  his  own  time  and  per- 
sonal effort. 

Now  then,  it  is  up  to  us.  My  proposal 
is  that  we  take  steps  to  get  together 
a  conference  of  representatives  of  all  the 
different  producing  and  consuming  in- 
terests of  both  provinces,  as  well  as  the 
heads  of  the  governments  of  both  j)rov- 
inces,  and  there  work  out  ways  and  means 
to  bring  about  a  better  state  of  affairs. 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

Un-'ed  Farmers  of  Alberta  Balance  Sheet 
for  the  Year  Ending,  December  31, 


1909 

RECEIPTS 
To  membership  fees:  for  1909, 

$1,073  .50;  for  1910,  $1.3,00.  $1,086.50 
To  fees  from  members  at  large  2.00 
To  government  grant  to  the 

association    1,000.00 

To  government  grant  for  dele- 
gates'   expenses    to  Grain 

Convention  at  Calgary   269.55 

To  membership  buttons  sold..  124.55 

To  stationery  sold   .  23.85 

To  receipt  books  sold   8.95 

To  balance  cash  from  A.F.A. . .  1 . 67 

To  sundry  receipts   1 . 25 

Total   $2,518.32 

EXPENDITURE 

By  printing  and  advertising..  $  399.00 

By  postage  and  supplies   121.90 


By  organizers'  expenses  and 

fees;  R.  C.  Owens,  $246.50; 

R.   Sheppard,   $59.60;  J. 

Bower,    $25.15;       A.  von 

Mieleicki,   $25.05;      W.  J. 

Tregillus,   $19.45;      G.  H. 

Manser,  $9.35;  II.  Mackin- 
tosh, $8.85;     II.  Jamieson, 

$7.41;  G.  McDonald,  $5.00. 

Total   405.46 

By  officers*  expenses;  J.  Bower 

$102.20;  E.  J.  Fream,  $70.00 

R.  Sheppard,  $50.75;  G. 

McDonald,    $24.95;  T. 

Balaam,  $22.75;    G.  Long, 


$18.75;  A.  von  Mielecki, 
$7.63;  H.  Mackintosh,  $7.55. 


Total   304.58 

By  .secretary's  salary   360.00 

By  expenses  of  transportation 

committee   9.05 

By  expenses  of  delegates  to 
Grain  Convention  at  Cal- 
gary  269.55 

By  paid  for  U.F.A.  buttons.  .  .  333.50 
By  expenses  of  Inter-Provincial 

Council     40.07 

By  expenses  of  U.F.A.  tent  at 

Edmonton  exhibition   23.28 

By  rent  of  halls  for  meetings 

held  by  C.  C.  Castle   20.00 

By  secretary-treasurer's  bond  10.00 
By  express  charges  on  supplies  9.22 
By  exchange  on  cheques   3.40 


Total   $2,309.01 

By  balance  on  hand   209.31 


$2,518.32 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined 
and  audited  the  books  and  accounts 
of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1909,  and  that  I  found  them 
correct  and  in  very  good  shape. 

Dated  at  Edmonton,  this  seventeenth 
day  of  January,  1910. 

E.  R.  IIallberg,  Auditor. 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

In  presenting  the  first  report  to  the 
delegates  of  the  U.F.A.,  it  is  gratifying 
to  be  able  to  say  that  the  association 
is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  The 
membership  is  easily  over  .'»,()00  and  from 
every  direction  enquiries  are  now  being 
made  for  information  in  regard  to  the 
association  and  for  organizers,  no  less 
than  six  applications  having  been  already 
received  this  year.  I  am  confident  that 
with  the  feeling  now  apparent  we  shall 
in  a  very  short  time  liave  the  largest 
farmers'  association  in  Canada,  and 
even  to-day,  if  we  take  into  account  all 
the  dormant  members,  our  membership 
will  run  away  up  into  the  thou.sand.s. 
Handling  the  correspondence  end  of 
the  association,  it  is  probai)ly  easier  for 
me  to  guage  this  feeling  than  any  other 
of  your  officers,  and  I  am  sure  that  with 
proper  assistance  in  the  organizing,  it 
will  be  possible  to  make  the  U.F.A. 
known  all  over  the  province,  and  to  have 
active  and  progressive  unions  as  far 
south  as  the  international  boundary 
and  into  the  Grand  Prairie  Country  in  the 
north. 

At  the  time  of  preparing  this  report 
122  unions  have  reported  in  good  standing 
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and  there  are  G2  yet  to  hear  from,  the 
majority  of  tliese  boin<(  old  branches 
of  the  C.  S.  of  E.  It  is  absolutely  necess- 
ary that  arrangements  be  made  for  more 
organization  work  to  be  carried  on,  the 
farmers  are  ready  for  the  association 
and  we  must  be  prepared  to  meet  them 
and  complete  the  work. 

In  the  endeavor  to  keep  the  members 
and  the  unions  interested  in  tl)e  work 
which  is  being  carried  on  by  the  associa- 
tion, eleven  circular  letters  were  issued 
during  the  past  year.  These  have  ex- 
plained as  cleaily  as  possible  the  different 
matters  which  have  come  before  the 
association  during  the  year  and  have 
been  the  means  of  keeping  the  central 
association  in  touch  with  the  unions. 
I  believe  this  plan  has  found  favor  with 
the  majority  of  the  unions,  the  members 
being  pleased  to  secure  these  circulars. 
To  show  that  the  work  of  the  association 
is  no  small  matter,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  state  that  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  2^20  letters,  2,744  circulars  and 
110  parcels  have  been  sent  out  from 
the  secretary's  office.  As  far  as  possible 
it  has  been  the  aim  to  attend  to  all 
matters  at  once,  and  to  give  all  information 
that  may  be  required,  no  matter  what  the 
subject  may  be. 

Complex  Secretarial  Duties 

In  connection  with  this  work,  however, 
it  is  only  fair  to  point  out  that  th«  general 
secretary's  office  is  only  a  directing  office, 
and  is  not  by  any  means  a  coni|)h  te 
organization  for  buying  and  selling. 
During  the  early  part  of  last  year,  all 
sorts  of  requests  were  received,  such 
as  the  association  purchasing  binder  twine, 
salt,  farm  machinery,  formaldehyde  and 
other  commodities  on  a  wholesale  scale 
and  jobbing  them  to  the  unions.  To 
do  this  would  require  an  immense  co- 
operative society  and  the  U.F..\.  is 
not  in  a  j)osition  to  take  such  subjects 
up.  What  was  done  by  the  central 
oflSee  in  each  case  was  to  place  the  in- 
terested parties  into  touch  with  each 
other,  supplying  the  various  dealers 
with  a  list  of  the  unions,  and  referring 
letters  from  unions  and  individual  mem- 
bers to  the  dealers,  thereby  bringing 
each  party  in  touch  with  the  other. 
I  believe  the  result  of  this  was  that  the 
various  unions  did  purchase  supplies  in 
large  quantities,"  and  made  considerable 
savings  to  their  members.  The  U.F.A. 
is  purely  an  economic  association  and 
must  be  kept  such  to  derive  the  greatest 
good  to  the  greatest  number.  The  co- 
operative system  of  buying  and  selling 
must  necessarily  be  left  to  the  local 
unions,  the  association  being  used  only 
to  6rst  get  into  touch  with  the  different 
firms,  possibly  investigating  the  financial 


standing  of  the  interested  parties,  and 
generally  becoming  the  go-between  for 
buyer  and  seller.  At  Red  Deer,  a  U.F.A. 
Co-o[)erative  Association  has  been  formed 
and  is  doing  good  work,  realizing  better 
prices  for  all  the  products  they  are  market- 
ing, than  any  of  the  farme.s  at  surround- 
ing towns  can  secure. 

A  large  number  of  requests  have  been 
received  from  the  unions  during  the  year 
and  in  every  case,  wherever  possible, 
they  have  been  attended  to.  Early 
in  the  year  some  of  the  members  had 
trouble  with  a  buyer  for  one  of  the  large 
packing  houses,  this  man  purchasing 
hogs  with  what  turned  out  to  be  practic- 
ally worthless  cheques.  This  matter 
was  referred  to  the  Minister  of  Finance 
at  Ottawa  who  gave  his  decision  on  the 
subject.  Unfortunately  at  present  the 
U.F.A.  has  no  power  of  further  pushing 
such  matters  and  this  individual  there- 
fore escaped,  as  the  members  or  unions 
do  not  feel  justified  in  pushing  the  matter. 
I'his  is  something  that  might  be  remedied 
and  the  association  be  given  power  to 
push  anything  of  like  nature,  should  it 
occur  again. 

Queries  Dealt  With 

Another  matter  was  the  fencing  of  the 
right-of-way  of  railway  lines  in  Alberta. 
This  was  referred  to  the  railway  commiss- 
ion with  a  result  that  a  sweeping  order 
was  passed  compelling  railways  to  fence 
in  settled  districts  even  before  they  began 
construction  work.  Requests  have  also 
been  received  for  information  relating 
to  Farmers'  Elevator  Companies  and  the 
Individual  Shipping  of  Grain.  This  in- 
formation has  been  supplied  in  every  case 
an.d  wherever  asked  for  a  copy  of  the 
Manitoba  Grain  Act  has  been  forwarded. 
In  fact  in  all  such  matters  as  this  the 
assistance  asked  for  has  been  given. 

Early  in  the  spring  it  was  ascertained 
that  Mr.  C.  C.  Castle,  Warehouse  Com- 
missioner, would  visit  Alberta,  and  advan- 
tage was  taken  of  his  visit  to  get  him 
to  address  a  series  of  meetings  under  the 
auspices  of  the  U.F.A.  In  all  twelve 
meetings  were  held  and  the  net  result 
was  very  satisfactory  to  the  association. 

Two  requests  were  made  for  assistance 
in  securing  loading  platforms,  one  at 
Airdrie,  which  is  now  completed,  and 
one  at  Acme,  which  will  be  erected  as 
soon  as  the  railway  reaches  there. 

Secured  Concessions 
In  March  last,  in  answer  to  requests 
from  residents  south  of  Red  Deer,  an 
interview  was  held  with  the  general 
superintendent  of  the  C.N.R.  at  Edmon- 
ton, at  which  I  was  assisted  by  the  live 
stock  commissioner,  and  concessions  were 
secured  in  regard  to  prompter  switching 


of  carloads  of  live  stock  from  Strathcona 
to  the  Griffin  plant  at  Edmonton.  Ar- 
rangements were  also  made  with  the 
C.P.R.,  C.N.R.  and  Griffin  Co.,  for 
a  special  shipping  day  for  all  points 
south  of  Red  Deer,  but  this  was  unfortu- 
nately nullified  by  the  action  of  the 
Dominion  government  in  placing  all 
that  portion  of  the  province  from  the 
township  line  north  of  Lacombe,  between 
townships  40  and  41,  to  the  international 
boundary  in  a  quarantine  district,  arid 
requiring  inspection  by  a  veterinary 
inspector  before  any  shipments  could 
be  niade.  This  quarantine  refers  to 
cattle  and  horses.  As  the  inspectors 
are  few  and  far  between,  the  upshot  of 
this  order  is  that  the  small  shipper 
is  practically  cut  out  of  business.  As  for 
a  man  shipping  his  own  cattle  it  is  almost 
an  impossibility.  It  is  only  necessary 
to  say  that  there  is  no  inspector  living 
between  Calgary  and  Lacombe  to  show 
how  the  matter  of  inspection  stands. 
This  quarantine  area  is  almost  as  bad 
a  blow  to  the  small  man  as  the  meat  in- 
spection act  of  a  few  years  ago,  which 
placed  all  the  export  business  in  the  hands 
of  three  firms  and  drove  the  small  man  out 
of  business. 

A  large  number  of  letters  have  been 
received  from  different  parts  of  B.  C. 
and  one  or  two  from  Saskatchewan, 
asking  for  quotations  on  feed  grain  and 
seed  grain,  and  copies  of  these  have  been 
forwarded  to  different  members  of  the 
association  who  are  interested  in  the  busi- 
ness. 

From  England,  the  United  States,  Man- 
itoba and  Ontario  enquiries  have  been 
received  relative  to  farm  labor,  and  several 
have  also  been  forwarded  on  by  the  Ed- 
monton Board  of  Trade.  The  latest 
enquiry  received  was  in  reference  to 
finding  situations  for  young  women 
on  the  farms  and  ranches.  This  is  a 
serious  factor  in  Alberta  farm  work, 
and  I  think  the  time  has  now  come 
when  the  association  should  establish 
in  connection  with  the  central  office, 
an  active  labor  bureau,  through  which 
the  prospective  employer  and  employee 
may  be  brought  together. 

Another  matter  which  is  coming  in 
ior  considerable  discussion  is  that  of 
limiting  the  districts  in  which  bulls 
may  run  at  large,  according  to  the  reg- 
ulations laid  down  under  the  Entire 
Animals  Ordinance.  The  country  is 
rapidly  changing  and  greater  restric- 
tions will  have  to  be  brought  into  effect. 
In  connection  with  this  it  is  perhaps 
advisable  to  point  out  that  there  is  every 
prospect  of  the  Local  Improvement  Act 
being  considerably  amended  at  the  forth- 
•coming  session  of  the  legislature,  and  the 
suggestion    has    been    made    that  the 


districts  should  be  given  greater  powers, 
including  the  control  of  this  vexatious 
ordinance.  If  this  is  done,  it  will  mean 
that  each  district  will  solve  its  own  prob- 
lems as  regards  animals  running  at  large. 

Fencing 

There  has  also  been  considerable 
discussion  in  regard  to  the  finer  grades 
of  fencing  materials,  such  as  coyote  proof 
fencing,  etc.  At  present  the  wire  used 
in  the  manuafcture  of  these  fences  is 
subject  to  a  duty,  but  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  has  stated  that  if  it  can  be 
shown  that  this  finer  grade  is  necessary 
for  farming  purposes  there  is  every  likeli- 
hood of  having  the  duty  removed.  As 
an  effort  is  being  made  to  bring  the  sheep 
industry  on  to  a  more  stable  basis  by 
getting  the  farmers  to  carry  small  bands 
and  also  as  this  fencing  is  necessary  in 
order  to  keep  the  coyotes  away  from 
the  poultry  flocks,  there  is  apparently 
no  reason  why  this  article  should  not 
be  placed  on  the  free  list.  A  suggestion 
has  further  been  forwarded  to  the  Live 
Stock  Commissioner  that  he  use  his 
influence  to  secure  a  bonus  to  the  farmer 
securing  this  class  of  fencing  material 
equal  to  the  amount  of  freight  which 
would  have  to  be  paid  to  bring  this 
fencing  in. 

During  the  year  the  Railway  Commiss- 
ion sent  Mr.  DilHnger,  one  of  its  experts 
west  to  inspect  the  stock  yards,  with  the 
result  that  these  have  been  considerably 
improved.  This  association  assisted  the 
Live  Stock  Commissioner  as  much  as 
possible  in  this  matter. 

In  Conclusion 

This  report  will  show  to  a  slight  extent 
the  amount  of  work  being  carried  on 
by  the  association,  and  also  the  labor 
it  involves  on  its  executive  officers. 
But  to  sum  the  whole  matter  up  it  is 
only  necessary  to  say  that  in  every 
instance  the  services  asked  for  have  been  ' 
cheerfully  given,  and  there  has  been  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  all  officials  and  per- 
sons we  have  come  in  contact  with  to  as- 
sist us  in  our  work;  the  mere  mention 
of  the  U.F.A.  securing  a  patient  hearing 
at  once.  It  has  been  our  endeavor  to 
secure  the  objects  we  were  striving  for 
by  quiet  and  persistent  work,  and  experi- 
ence has  shown  that  we  have  been  suc- 
cessful. 

As  a  watchword  for  the  ensuing  year 
I  would  suggest  organization,  better, 
more  thorough,  and  more  painstaking 
work,  and  would  bespeak  for  your  officers 
the  cordial  co-operation  and  assistance 
of  all  members  so  that  this  can  be  done. 

Personally  I  wish  to  thank  all  for  the 
assistance  that  has  been  given  me  during 
the  past  year  and  to  assure  all  members 
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that  this  has  been  thoroughly  appreciated. 
I  regret  that  it  was  impossible  to  accept 
all  the  kind  invitations  forwarded  me 
to  visit  the  unions  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  would  only  say  in  this  behalf 


that  the  office  work  must  be  carried  on 
by  some  one. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kindly  considera- 
tion, I  am,  gentlemen. 

Yours  to  command, 

EDWARD  J.  FREAM 


Official  Minutes  of  Convention 

iHE  annual  convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  was  held 
in  the  Mechanics  Hall,  Edmonton,  on  Wednesday,  January  19,  1910, 
at  10.30  a.m.,  with  the  president,  Mr.  Jas.  Bower,  in  the  chair. 
Tne  president  called    Premier    Rutherford,  the   Hon.  Duncan 
Marshall,  Acting  Mayor  Armstrong,  Geo.  Harcourt,  J.  R.  Boyle, 
M.P.P.,  E.  Michener,  M.P.P.,  C.  Stuart,  M.P.P.,  W.  F.  Stevens, 
T.  A.  Crerar  and  G.  F.  Chipman  to  the  platform. 

In  calling  the  convention  to  order,  the  president  stated  he  was 
pleased  to  be  able  to  greet  such  a  large  delegation,  but  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  deliver  his  address  at  that  time,  but  would  6rst 
call  upon  Acting  Mayor  Armstrong  to  address  the  convention. 

Acting  Mayor  Armstrong  Hssured  the  delegates  that  he  was  pleased 
to  welcome  them  to  the  city  and  on  behalf  of  the  council  formally 
tendered  the  freedom  of  the  city  to  all  delegates  during  the  time 
they  would  spend  in  the  city.  He  also  extended  a  cordial  invitation 
to  the  delegates  to  attend  a  banquet  at  the  Separate  School  Hall 
on  Thursday  evening,  January  20th. 

Hon.  Premier  Rutherford 
Hon.  Premier  Rutherford  said  he  appreciated  the  kindness  of 
the  executive  in  inviting  him  to  make  a  few  remarks  to  the  delegates 
assembled.  There  were  many  toj)ics  on  which  he  might  speak, 
all  of  which  were  of  importance  to  the  farmers,  but  first  he  wished  to  express  his  con- 
gratulations on  the  progress  the  association  has  made.  He  understood  a  membership 
of  over  5,000  was  now  claimed,  and  the  organizers  will  have  great  work  in  keeping 
up  with  the  work  and  getting  the  farmers  inside  the  ranks.  The  association  is  only 
at  the  commencement  of  its  work,  some  things  have  been  accomplished,  but  others 
have  to  be  accomplished,  and  he  wished  the  association  every  success  in  its  splendid 
work,  stating  that  as  long  as  he  was  the  head  of  the  government  the  organized  farmers 
will  have  his  sympathy  and  support. 

The  matter  of  education  was  one  that  was  of  interest  to  the  people  of  the  province 
and  it  wdl  be  interesting  to  know  that  234  new  school  districts  were  organized  in  the 
province  last  year  and  that  between  five  and  six  thousand  children  are  enrolled  in  the 
schools  of  the  province  each  year.  WHien  we  started  as  a  province  there  was  an  en- 
rolment of  twenty-three  thousand  children;  it  reached  forty  thousand  in  1908,  and 
while  the  reports  are  not  yet  available  for  last  year,  it  is  expected  that  the  enrolment 
will  reach  forty-six  or  forty-se\en  thousand. 

A  gr(?at  deal  was  now  being  heard  about  government  ownership  or  municipal 
ownershij)  of  public  utilities.  The  province  of  Alberta  owns  more  utilities  than  any 
other  province  in  Canada.  The  farmers  appreciate  the  telephone  of  the  province 
and  the  government  is  making  a  success  of  the  system.  The  government  is  endeavoring 
to  run  the  telephones  on  a  business  basis,  entirely  independent  of  politics. 

In  regard  to  thc.hail  insurance,  there  has  been  a  deficit  each  year  since  the  business 
was  started  and  last  year  it  was  hoped  that  by  raising  the  fees  this  would  be  wiped  out. 
Although  a  larger  business  was  done  the  deficit  is  larger  than  ever.  The  premier  said 
he  was  quite  opposed  to  the  government  discontinuing  the  hail  insurance  business 
and  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  give  up  the  business.  He  hoped  the  convention 
would  discuss  this  important  matter. 

Another  topic  that  was  engrossing  the  attention  of  the  people  of  the  province 
was  that  of  better  railway  facilities,  and  at  present  a  large  number  of  farmers  found 
it  difficult  to  market  their  grain  on  account  of  the  lack  of  these  facilities;  on  this  ac- 
count the  government  decided  to  guarantee  the  bonds  of  some  of  the  railways,  and  al- 
though they  did  not  do  as  much  work  as  was  expected,  it  is  hoped  that  all  the  lines 
which  were  graded  will  be  put  in  operation  this  year  and  considerably  more  besides. 

Another  topic  was  that  of  agricultural  education  in  the  province  and  no  doubt 
it  was  expected  that  he  would  clear  away  some  of  the  misconceptions  in  regard  to  the 
agricultural  college.    Some  criticisms  have  been  made,  but  if  all  the  facts  were  known 
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it  was  doubtful  whether  all  would  have  been  made.  The  premier  said:  may  as 
well  tell  you  in  the  first  place  that  we  have  been  conducting  in  conjunction  with  the 
Dominion  Department  of  Agriculture,  a  line  of  agricultural  education  consisting  of 
institute  work.  In  1907  the  legislature  of  the  province  voted  a  sufficient  amount  for 
the  purchase  of  a  university  site,  including  an  agricultural  college,  and  in  pursuance 
of  same  there  was  no  objection  offered  by  any  member  of  the  legislature.  The  govern- 
ment then  purchased  the  site  for  the  university  and  agricultural  college  in  the  city  of 
Strathcona.  To  the  shoulders  of  the  government  and  the  old  legislature  belongs  the 
blame.  It  will,  however,  be  a  great  mistake  for  all  the  agricultural  education  to  be 
given  within  the  walls  of  the  college,  for  if  we  established  a  college  with  a  four  years' 
course  we  would  have  very  few  students.  Short  time  courses  ought  to  be  given  and 
should  be  continued.  It  is  proposed  to  strengthen  the  agricultural  instruction  in  the 
public  schools,  some  rural  schools  are  improving  their  grounds  by  making  gardens, 
flower  beds,  etc.,  and  these  should  be  encouraged.  It  is  also  proposed  that  agricultural 
high  schof)ls  should  be  established  in  the  province.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  ministers 
of  education  for  the  provinces  of  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta  to  visit  some 
of  the  States  and  the  eastern  provinces  this  year  in  order  to  study  details  in  connection 
with  advanced  agricultural  education. 

The  Dominion  government  has  done  something  in  regard  to  agricultural  instruction 
by  establishing  two  experimental  farms  in  the  province,  and  the  government  of  this 
province  has  established  a  farm  to  be  conducted  under  dry  farming  conditions. 

With  regard  to  instruction  in  the  irrigated  area,  the  C.P.R.  has  taken  up  the 
matter  of  demonstration  in  irrigation  farming  in  the  lands  owned  by  them  east  of  Cal- 
gary. 

The  chief  arguments  for  having  the  agricultural  college  in  connection  with  the 
university  are  efficiency  and  economy  and  the  chief  arguments  for  separation  are  in 
the  riPture  of  political  expediency.  The  advice  of  the  leading  Canadians  and  Americans 
connected  with  agricultural  education  was  in  favor  of  combining  the  two  institutions. 

It  was  regrettable  that  owing  to  the  serious  illness  of  the  late  minister  of  agriculture 
it  had  been  impossible  to  make  more  progress  in  the  matter  of  the  pork  packing  propo- 
sition. All  will  regret  the  serious  illness  of  Mr.  Finlay.  who.  during  the  past  year, 
had  not  been  able  to  oversee  the  work  of  his  department  with  his  usual  vigor.  The 
new  minister  has  taken  hold  of  the  matter  and  the  promise  made  will  be  carried  out. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  government  to  keep  faith  in  this  matter. 

It  was  expected  that  this  year  the  suit  for  deciding  whether  the  C.P.R.  will  have 
to  pay  taxes  to  the  local  improvement  and  school  districts  will  be  definitely  decided; 
also  whether  the  iriigation  companies  will  have  to  erect  bridges  over  the  irrigation 
ditches  at  their  own  expense. 

In  regard  to  elevators,  the  premiers  of  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta  have  requested 
the  Grain  Growers  to  put  into  business  shape  what  they  think  the  government  should 
do.  The  premier  requested  the  convention  to  appoint  a  committee  to  formulate  and 
place  before  the  government  a  good  busines.s-like  scheme. 

In  regard  to  the  western  shipment,  it  will  be  the  fault  of  the  farmers  if  we  do  not 
get  the  grain  business  on  a  proper  basis  as  far  as  western  shipments  are  concerned 
at  least. 

Last  year  the  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the  matter  of  west- 
ern shipments.  This  committee  should  be  continued  and  at  least  a  part  of  the  committee 
with  some  members  of  the  government,  should  investigate  all  conditions,  and  even 
go  as  far  as  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  the  Tehuantepee  Railway,  and  in  connection 
with  the  work  of  the  committee  the  government  ou^'ht  to  bear  the  expense  of  same, 
and  no  doubt  if  the  association  asks  for  it  the  government  wiil  do  so. 

Hon.  Duncan  Marshall 

The  Hon.  Duncan  Marshall  was  then  called  upon  and  in  his  opening  remarks 
described  his  experience  with  farmers'  organizations,  and  stated  there  was  no  part 
of  his  education  which  has  more  fitted  him  for  the  position  he  now  holds  than  the  few 
years  he  spent  in  the  work  of  the  different  farmers'  organizations.  He  further  stated 
that  he  will  at  all  times  be  pleased  to  receive  suggestions  from  the  association,  and  while 
there  are  all  kinds  of  views  expressed,  from  the  most  extreme  to  the  most  conservative, 
he  will  endeavor  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  farmers  of  the  country.  He  felt  more  responsi- 
bility now  than  he  did  when  a  free  lance  and  as  a  member  of  a  farmers'  organization, 
but  would  endeavor  to  give  satisfaction. 

In  the  matter  of  the  pork  packing  plant,  this  had  been  delayed  some,  but  Premier 
Rutherford  had  given  the  reason  for  the  delay.  The  government  gave  a  definite 
pledge  in  regard  to  this  matter  and  the  government  never  breaks  a  pledge.  In  regard 
to  the  conditions  under  which  the  plant  would  be  erected,  Mr.  Stevens,  the  Live  Stock 
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Commissioner,  will  present  to  the  convention  the  draft  prepared  and  if  accepted,  he 
will  devote  the  rest  of  the  winter  to   securing  signatures. 

There  is  something  more  than  a  pork  packing  plant  needed  and  the  meat  business 
will  not  be  on  a  proper  basis  until  we  can  get  a  large  chilled  meat  industry,  possibly 
along  co-operative  lines  and  under  the  control  of  the  government.  Mr.  Marshall 
stated  that  he  had  taken  this  matter  up  with  the  Dominion  government  and  hoped 
the  association  would  also  take  up  this  work. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  government  to  have  the  pork  packing  plant  run  by  a 
commission  to  be  formed  by  the  association  and  the  government. 

In  regard  to  the  coal  market,  there  was  also  something  radically  wrong,  and  it 
was  his  intention  to  make  investigations  of  the  freight  charges  on  different  lines  in 
the  States  with  the  result  that  a  case  will  be  prepared  and  presented  to  the  Railway 
Commission. 

Adjournment 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried,  that  we  do  now  adjourn 
till  two  o'clock. 

Reassembling 

On  calling  the  meeting  to  order  at  two  o'clock,  the  president  first  called  upon  Mr. 
J.  R.  Boyle,  M.P.P.,  for  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  lioyle  endorsed  the  pork  packing  proposition  at  some  length  and  outlined 
his  views  on  the  elevator  question.  Speaking  of  the  placing  of  the  agricultural  college 
under  the  control  of  the  university  he  took  exception  to  the  remarks  of  the  premier 
in  regard  to  the  raiitter.  He  thought  the  question  was  still  an  open  one  and  it  was 
up  to  the  farmers  to  express  themselves  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Crerar  conveyed  the  greetings  of  the  Manitoba  Grain  Growers'  Asso- 
ciation to  the  U.F.A.  He  referred  to  the  formation  of  the  Canadian  Council  of  Agri- 
culture, which  would  have  a  great  influence  in  questions  of  paramount  importance 
to  the  farmers.  The  associations  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  were  supporting 
Alberta  in  the  developing  of  the  Pacific  route,  and  he  commended  the  premier  for  his 
suggestion  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Green  conveyed  the  greetings  of  the  Saskatchewan  Grain  Growers' 
and  stated  that  the  farmers  were  now  waking  up  to  their  needs,  and  going  after  what 
they  required  in  a  business-like  manner. 

President's  Address 

President  Bower  then  presented  his  annual  address  to  the  convention  and  same 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

Directors'  Report 

The  report  of  the  board  of  directors  for  the  year  1909  was  then  presented  by  the 
secretary  and  after  a  short  discussion  was  unanimously  accepted  as  read. 

Legislative  Committee  Report 

The  report  of  the  legislative  committee  for  the  year  1909  was  then  presented  by 
the  secretary,  and  after  a  short  discussion  was  unanimously  accepted  as  read. 

Secretary's  Report 

The  report  of  the  secretary  for  the  year  1909  was  then  presented  and  unanimously 
accepted  as  read. 

Auditor's  Report 

The  auditor's  report  for  the  year  1909  was  then  presented  and  unanimously  ac- 
cepted as  read. 

Letter  From  the  Y.W.C.A. 

The  president  then  read  a  letter  which  had  just  been  received  by  him  from  the 
Edmonton  branch  of  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association,  explaining  the  work 
they  were  doing  and  asking  for  assistance. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  we  express  to  the  Y.W.C.A.  the  good  wishes 
of  the  convention,  and  that  a  collection  be  taken  up,  the  proceeds  of  same  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  secretary  of  the  Y.W.C.A.    Carried  unanimously. 

The  president  nominated  Mr.  Rice  Sheppard  and  Mr.  A.  Von  Mielecki  as  the  com- 
mittee to  take  up  the  collection. 

Credential  Committee  Appointed 

The  president  then  nominated  Messrs.  W.  J.  Tregellus,  Jas.  Speakman  and  E.  R. 
Hallberg  as  the  credential  committee. 

Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Carswell  seconded  that  the  first  business  to  be  taken 
up  shall  be  the  resolutions  as  presented  to  the  unions  in  the  circulars  of  the  general 
secretary. — Carried. 
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Resolution  Committee  Appointed 

The  president  then  nominated  Messrs.  J.  Quinsey,  F.  H.  Herbert  and  A.  Rafn  as 
the  committee  on  resolutions. 

The  special  committee  then  reported  that  the  collection  for  the  Y.W.C.A.  amounted 
to$53.Ii5. 

Captain  T.  H.  Worsnop,  general  manager  of  the  Canadian  Mexican  steamship 
line  was  then  called  upon.  He  explained  the  obstacles  that  were  being  placed  in  the 
way  of  the  western  movement  of  grain,  difficulties  which  were  not,  he  thought,  fully 
realized  by  those  who  were  now  looking  into  the  matter.  He  wanted  nf)t  only  Mexico 
but  the  whole  world  to  know  Alberta  grain.  He  spoke  of  the  shipments  now  being 
made  down  the  Pacific  coast  and  emphasized  the  need  of  getting  better  methods  and 
facilities  for  handling  Alberta's  grain.  He  pointed  out  the  opposition  of  the  C.P.R. 
to  the  western  routc,and  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  question  of  bulk  and  sack  shipments 
on  the  seas,  and  in  closing  offered  any  assistance  he  could  give  the  farmers  in  securing 
what  they  wished  in  terminal  elevators. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  and  unanimously  adopted,  that  Mr.  Worsnop 
put  his  proposition  in  writing  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  transportation  committee. 

Mr.  Keith  moved  and  Mr.  Sheppard  seconded  that  provided  the  rQSolution  com- 
mittee is  not  prepared  to  report  after  adjournment,  that  Mr.  E,  G.  Palmer  be  asked  to 
give  an  address  on  the  chilled  meat  proposition.  Carried. 

ll  was  then  moved  and  seconded  that  we  do  now  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  7.30 
o'clock.    Carried  unanimously. 

EVENING  SESSION 

On  reassembling  at  7.30,  the  president  announced  that  the  credential  committee 
was  prepared  to  report,  and  the  report  was  then  read  to  the  meeting  by  the  secretary. 

Mr.  Miner  moved  and  Mr.  Kapler  seconded,  that  the  report  of  the  credential 
committee  be  accepted  by  the  meeting,  subject  to  any  corrections  and  additions  that 
may  be  made  by  the  committee.  Carried. 

A  discussion  in  regard  to  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  constitution  then  ensued, 
and  it  was  eventually  moved  and  seconded,  and  adopted  that  no  amendments  to  the 
proposed  amendments  to  the  constitution  already  presented  by  the  union  be  allowed. 

The  proposed  amendments  to  the  constitution  were  then  taken  up.  In  accordance 
with  notice  of  motion,  Mr.  Herbert  of  Strathcona,  moved,  that  section  16  be  struck 
out. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  this  amendment  be  not  adopted,  and  on  the  vote 
being  taken  this  was  declared  carried  and  the  proposed  amendment  was  lost. 

No.  2.  In  accordance  with  notice  of  motion,  Mr.  Herbert  of  Strathcona  moved, 
"That  section  17  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: — 

"The  association  shall  consist  of  a  president,  vice-president  and  ten  directors 
who  shall  be  duly  elected  delegates  from  the  unions  to  the  annual  convention,  and  who 
shall  h(»M  office  until  their  successors  a.rv  elected.  One  director  shall  be  elected  from 
each  federal  constituency  of  Alberta,  and  three  directors  shall  be  elected  by  the  conven- 
tion at  large.  They  shall  hold  such  meetings  during  each  year  as  the  president  or 
any  three  of  the  board  of  directors  may  consider  necessary." 

This  resolution  was  seconded  in  several  places,  and  after  same  had  been  explained 
by  the  mover,  it  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  declared  adopted. 

No.  3. — In  accordance  with  notice  of  motion,  Mr.  Herbert  of  Strathcona  moved: 
"That  section  18  be  struck  out."  On  the  question  being  put  the  motion  was  declared 
carried. 

No.  4. — In  accordance  with  notice  of  motion,  Mr.  Herbert  of  Strathcona  moved: 
"That  section  20  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: — 

"The  executive  of  the  association  shall  consist  of  the  president,  vice-president» 
secretary-treasurer  and  the  three  directors  elected  by  the  convention  at  large."  After 
some  discussion  the  question  was  put  and  on  the  vote  being  counted  it  was  declared 
defeated. 

No.  5. — In  accordance  with  notice  of  motion  Mr.  Warner,  of  Clover  Bar,  moved: 
"That  section  17  be  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following  subsection: — Pro- 
vided that  the  acceptance  by  any  officer  of  the  central  association  of  a  nomination 
for  any  public  office  (other  than  that  of  member  of  a  school  board  or  councillor  of  a 
local  improvement  district  or  municipality)  shall  disqualify  such  officer  from  acting 
as  a  member  of  the  central  body  of  the  association."  After  considerable  discussion 
the  question  was  put  and  on  the  votes  being  counted  it  was  declared  defeated. 

The  secretary  stated  that  the  resolution  committee  had  decided  that  the  notice 
of  motion  from  Holden  Union  was  covered  by  the  resolution  from  Mr.  Sheppard. 
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No.  6. — In  accordance  with  notice  of  motion,  Mr.  R.  Sheppard  of  Strathcona 
moved: — 

"That  the  constitution  be  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following: — 
"That  in  every  case  when  a  married  farmer  becomes  a  member  of  the  U.F.A. 
his  wife  shall  be  considered  an  honorary  member,  and  that  sons  of  farmers  who  are 
members,  if  living  at  home  and  working  on  their  father's  farm,  shall  be  admitted  as 
a  member  or  members  on  what  shall  be  known  as  the  family  ticket,  at  a  fee  of  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  full  membership  fee,  half  of  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  central  association 
and  half  retained  by  the  union."  After  considerable  discussion  the  question  was  put 
and  on  the  vote  being  counted  it  was  declared  carried. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded  and  carried,  "that  any  mover  of  a  resolution 
shall  have  three  minutes  to  speak  to  the  resolution  and  others  two  minutes,  and  that 
no  person  shall  speak  more  than  once  to  the  resolution  except  the  mover  who  shall 
have  an  extra  two  minutes  to  reply." 

No.  7. — In  accordance  with  notice  of  motion,  Mr.  Sheppard  then  moved  as  follows: 
"That  a  section  be  added  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a  life  membership 
fund,  at  a  fee  of  ten  dollars,  three  dollars  of  same  to  be  retained  by  the  local  union, 
three  dollars  to  go  to  the  central  association  for  general  purposes  or  to  create  a  reserve 
fund,  and  the  balance  of  four  dollars  to  go  to  the  organization  fund  for  organizing." 
After  considerable  discussion  the  question  was  put  and  declared  carried. 

No.  S. — In  accordance  with  the  notice  of  motion,  Namao  Union  moved  as  follows: 
That  section  2  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words: — 
"Nor  the  candidature  of  any  politician" 
where  they  occur  on  the  third  and  fourth  lines  of  said  section.    On  the  question  being 
put  it  was  declared  defeated. 

No.  9. — In  accordance  with  notice  of  motion,  Namao  Union  moved  as  follows: 
"That  subsection  3  of  section  2  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: — 
"To  elect  the  greatest  possible  number  of  farmers  to  the  legislature,  regardless 
of  their  party  leanings,  and  through  these  farmers  to  endeavor  to  secure  legislation 
relating  to  the  farmers  Interests  and  equitable  rates  of  transportation."    On  the  ques- 
tion being  put  it  was  declared  defeated. 

No.  10. — In  accordance  with  notice  of  motion,  Prairie  Center  Union  moved  as 
follows: — 

"  Be  it  resolved  that  the  constitution  of  the  U.F.A.  be  so  changed  or  amended  that 
the  members  be  allowed  to  discuss  politics  (not  partyism)  that  is  the  making  and 
execution  of  laws," 

On  the  question  being  put  it  was  declared  defeated. 

No.  II. — In  accordance  with  notice  of  motion  Mr.  J  Smith  of  Innisfail,  moved  as 
follows: — 

"That  this  association  shall  have  power  to  take  into  consideration  and  defend 
any  case  of  grievance,  hardship  or  litigation  and  carry  it  through  the  courts,  if  necessary, 
in  defense  of  its  members."    On  the  question  being  put  it  was   declared  carried. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded  and  unanimously  carried,  that  we  do  now  adjourn 
to  meet  again  on  Thursday  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 

THURSDAY  MORNING 

On  reassembling  on  Thursday  morning  at  nine  o'clock  the  president  first  called 
upon  Dr.  Tory  for  an  address.  Dr.  Tory  gave  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  address 
on  the  subject  of  amalgamating  the  agricultural  college  and  the  university,  citing 
instances  where  the  union  had  been  most  successful,  and  in  very  conclusive  fashion 
answered  some  questions  as  to  the  reason  that  he  had  not  addressed  more  meetings 
in  the  country  and  taken  the  farmers  into  the  confidence  of  the  members  of  the  senate. 

TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 

President  Bower  then  called  upon  Mr.  R.  P.  Ottewell  for  a  report  on  the  work 
of  the  transportation  committee  during  the  past  year,  and  Mr.  Ottewell  gave  some 
explanations  as  to  freight  rates. 

The  president  then  read  the  report  of  the  transportation  committee. 

Mr.  Speakman  moved,  amd  Mr.  Miner  seconded,  that  the  report  of  the  transporta- 
tion committee  as  read  be  adopted  and  acted  upon.  Carried. 

The  resolution  committee  then  reported  and  the  resolutions  were  taken  up. 

In  accordance  with  notice  of  motion  Holden  Union  moved  as  follows: — 

"That  a  section  be  added  to  the  constitution  providing  for  family  membership 
tickets,  to  be  issued  on  payment  of  two  dollars,  such  tickets  to  include  all  members 
of  a  family  who  are  eligible  to  vote  at  elections."  On  the  question  being  put  it  was  de- 
clared defeated. 
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CO-OPERATION 


A  supplementary  report  was  received  from  the  board  of  directors  recommending 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: — 

"Whereas  it  is  intended  to  submit  to  the  Parliament  of  Canada  in  the  current 
session,  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  affording  simple,  cheap  and  effective  facilities  for  the 
legal  incorporation,  regulation  and  control  of  co-operative  societies, 

"And  whereas  legislation  of  the  character  mentioned  being  permissive  only,  does 
not  infringe  the  rights  not  impair  the  legitimate  interests,  legal  or  moral,  of  any  class 
of  the  community,  nor  does  it  restrain  or  obstruct  the  opportunities  any  section  of  the 
people  at  present  enjoy  in  tendering  to  the  public  its  services. 

"And  whereas  it  is  essential  there  should  be  one  uniform  law  regulating  the  opera- 
tion of  co-operative  societies,  in  the  dcvepolment  of  what  is  known  as  the  co-operative 
movement  in  Canada,  and  such  legislation  is  for  the  geneial  advantage  of  Canada  for 
the  following  reasons,  that  is  to  say: 

(1)  While  societies  are  independent  of  each  other  they  are  most  successful  when 
they  act  together  and  develop  in  unison  and  sympathy  a  national  movement  and  have 
co-operative  opportunities  as  between  the  respective  societies  as  well  as  between  the 
members  of  each  society,  a  result  impossible  of  achievement  if  each  society  is  dependent 
upon  provincial  statutes  inconsistent  with  each  other. 

(2)  The  produce  of  the  farms  and  the  produce  of  the  factories  are,  by  co-operative 
methods,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  actual  consumer  with  the  least  possible  loss  in  the 
process  of  distribution,  thus  increasing  the  purchasing  value  of  money  to  the  consumer, 
and  insuring  to  the  worker  on  farm  and  in  factory  alike,  a  more  equitable  share  of  the 
wealth  he  produces. 

(3)  To  the  extent  that  labor  is  employed  by  associated  effort,  strikes  and  lock- 
outs are  (and  it  has  been  so  demonstrated  in  Britain  and  elsewhere)  virtually  eliminated, 
thus  producing  industrial  peace. 

(4)  While  the  cost  to  the  consumer  in  production  and  distribution  by  co-operative 
methods  is  considerably  reduced  it  releases  for  productive  purposes  a  large  quantity 
of  capital  and  labor  now  unnec<'ssarlly  employed  in  distribution  or  wasteful  production 
and  at  the  same  time  more  equitably  remunerates  those  whose  services  are  really  needed. 

(5)  Economies  of  labor  and  capital  so  effected  would  increase  the  rate  of  develop- 
ment of  the  country  and  contribute  to  the  material  well-being  of  the  people  as  a  whole. 

(6)  The  facilities  given  by  the  contemplated  legislation  for  the  establishment 
of  co-operative  credit  banks  would  utilize  the  small  earnings  of  the  people  for  local 
development  which  under  present  conditions  are  denied  to  them,  retaining  for  their 
benefit  the  whole  of  the  interest  earned  therefrom. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  by  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  in  annual  convention 
assembled  on  the  Twentieth  day  of  January  1010,  that  all  the  members  of  Parliament 
for  Alberta  also  all  that  the  senators  for  .-Mberta  be  and  are  respectfully  urged  to  support 
by  their  vote  and  influence  the  said  legislation,  -. 

Mr.  Owens  moved  and  Mr.  Langston  seconded,  tnat  the  resolution  as  suggested 
by  the  board  of  directors  be  adopted  and  the  suggestions  contained  therein  carried  out. 
Carried. 

Mr.  Sheppard  moved  and  Mr.  Balaam  seconded,  that  the  nominations  for  officers 
take  place  at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon.  Carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  procedure  for  carrying  out  the  elections  of  directors 
be  that  all  shall  be  nominated  and  that  ballots  then  be  printed  and  the  elections  carried 
on  by  ballot.  Carried. 

ELEVATORS 

Moved  by  Mr.  Lennox  and  seconded  by  Mr.   Matheson: — 

"That  the  Dominion  government  be  asked  to  take  over  the  terminal  elevators 
at  Fort  William  and  Port  Arthur  and  also  to  build  and  operate  a  terminal  elevator 
at  Vancouver,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  handle  the  prospective  grain  trade  via  the  Pacific 
route.  Carried. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Harvey  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Dixon: — 

"That  we  are  in  favor  of  a  plan  by  which  the  government  may  build  or  secure 
elevators,  and  for  the  advancement  of  this  cause  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
formulate  a  fully  detailed  plan  for  the  financing  and  operating  of  a  system  of  govern- 
ment elevators,  and  that  this  plan  be  submitted  to  the  proper  parties  at  the  first  sitting 
of  parliament,  with  an  urgent  request  that  it  be  brought  to  a  favorable  issue.  Carried 
unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  do  now  adjourn,  to  meet  again  at  1.30  o'clock. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  president  took  the  chair  at  1.30  p.m.  and  the  resolutions  were  proceeded  with. 

CAR  DISTRIBUTION 

Mr.  Sheppard  moved  and  Mr,  Manser  seconded: — 

"That  this  convention  of  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  consider  that  the  resolution 
passed  at  the  Cal^'ary  conference  last  winter,  in  regard  to  an  amendment  to  the  Car 
Distribution  Clause  of  the  Manitoba  Grain  Act,  was  a  mistake  from  the  farmers' 
standpoint  and  would  prove  very  detrimental  to  the  farminf^  interests. 

"We  therefore  request  that  our  western  members  in  the  Dominion  House  do  pro- 
test with  us  against  such  change  being  made,  as  called  fgr  by  the  Calgary  resolution, 
aijd  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  each  of  our  western  members  and  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Commerce."  Carried. 

LOADING  CARS 

Moved  by  Mr.  Lennox  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Matheson: — 

"Whereas  the  time  allotted  for  loading  cars  with  grain  is  not  sufficient  for  farmers 
having  a  long  haul,  therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  Dominion  Government  be  asked 
to  amend  the  Manitoba  Grain  Act  so  that  section  112  will  read  two  clear  working  days 
instead  of  twenty-four  hours  as  at  present."  Carried. 

GRADING  OF  WHEAT 

Moved  by  the  Sedgewick  Agricultural  Society. 

"Whereas  the  province  of  Alberta  is  largely  interested  on  the  growing  of  wheat 
and  the  present  system  of  inspection  is  not  satisfactory. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  should  have  a  system  of  inspection  as  regards 
sample  and  cars  which  will  give  us  a  more  definite  check  instead  of  as  at  present  being 
largely  dependent  upon  the  sole  judgment  of  the  inspector.  Our  exy>erience  now  is 
that  too  often  the  board  of  survey  accepts  the  decision  of  the  inspector  as  to  grade. 

"  We  contend  that  barring  frost,  wheat  should  be  graded  by  weight  and  milling 
value  and  also  that  wheat  with  the  brand  slightly  shrivelled  by  hot  weather  should 
not  be  called  frosted  under  inspection,  as  we  can  find  no  other  reason  why  wheat  weigh- 
ing 6G  lbs.  has  been  graded  No.  3. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  respectfully  urge  that  the  present  system  of 
grading  be  amended  so  that  all  grain  be  graded  according  to  weight  and  value  as  laid 
down  in  the  Manitoba  Grain  Act. 

AMENDMENT 

Mr.  Miner  moved  as  an  amendment  and  Mr.  Dobry  seconded,  that  this  resolution 
be  laid  on  the  table.  On  the  question  being  put,  the  amendment  was  declared  carried, 
and  the  motion  was  therefore  tabled. 

GRADING  OF  WHEAT 

Rocky  Coulee  Union  presented  the  following  resolution: — 

"Whereas  the  grading  of  wheat  as  done  under  the  Manitoba  Grain  Act  is  very 
unsatisfactory  to  the  producer,  be  it  resolved  that  the  Dominion  Government  be  asked 
to  have  grain  graded  according  to  weight."  After  some  discussion  this  resolution 
was  by  leave  withdrawn. 

UNIFORM  FREIGHT  RATES 

Moved  by  Mr.  Lennox  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Matheson: — 

"Resolved  that  this  convention  is  in  favor  of  asking  the  railway  commission  to 
establish  a  uniform  through  freight  rate  on  grain  from  all  parts  of  Alberta  to  all  parts 
on  the  Pacific  coast  of  fifteen  cents  per  hundred  pounds."  On  the  question  being  put 
this  resolution  was  declared  defeated. 

TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE 

Moved  by  Mr.  Lennox. — 

Resolved  that  our  provincial  government  be  asked  to  appoint  a  trade  agent  to 
visit  Mexico  immediately  to  interview  the  Tehuantepec  Railway  Co.,  as  to  facilities 
and  rates  for  handling  Alberta  grain  en  route  to  Europe,  to  interview  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment as  to  the  assistance  and  encouragement  they  would  give  us  to  stimulate  the 
trade  in  grain  and  other  products  between  Alberta  and  Mexico,  to  interview  steamship 
companies  plying  between  Vancouver  and  Salina  Cruz  as  to  rates,  prospective  business, 
etc.,  to  interview  or  correspond  with  steamship  or  transportation  companies  plying 
between  American  and  European  ports  as  to  rates  on  grain,  prospective  business,  etc. 
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between  Puerto  Mexico  and  European  ports,  the  agent  to  be  named  by  this  convention 
and  paid  by  the  Alberta  government/* 

Moved  as  an  amendment  by  Mr.  Herbert  and  Mr  Rafn,  of  the  resolution  committee 
"We  would  recommend  that  a  transportation  committee  be  appointed  to  deal 
with  all  matters  relating  to  the  shipping  of  Alberta  products  to  any  part  of  the  world, 
and  especially  to  work  to  the  end  of  opening  up  and  bettering  our  natural  market  in 
British  Columbia  and  through  western  ports  to  whatever  markets  are  available.  The 
said  committee  to  work  in  conjunction  with  the  government  as  proposed  by  the  pre- 
mier, and  all  resolutions  regarding  freight  rates  and  transportation  matters  that  come 
before  the  convention  to  be  turned  over  to  them.  After  some  discussion  the  question 
was  put  and  the  amendment  from  the  resolution  committee  was  declared  adopted. 

PORK  PACKING  PROPOSITION 

Mr.  W.  F.  Stevens,  live  stock  commissioner,  was  called  to  explain  the  plan  under 
which  the  government  was  prepared  to  take  up  the  work.  He  stated  that  whatever 
the  association  decided  was  the  main  thing,  but  if  the  draft  agreement- as  presented  was 
acceptable  it  will  assist  in  boosting  the  thing  along.  If  the  proposition  presented 
is  accepted,  Mr.  Stevens  stated,  he  had  received  instructions  to  devote  the  rest  of  the 
winter  to  canvassing  the  country  and  securing  signatures. 

The  proposed  agreement  was  then  read  as  follows: — 

"1,   the  of  section  

township  range   west  of  the  

meridan,  in  the  Province  of  Alberta,  agree  as  follows: 

That  if  the  government  of  Alberta  will  establish  a  pork  packing  plant  in  the  said 
province  of  Alberta  in  accordance  with  and  along  the  lines  set  out  in  the  report  of  the 
commission  appointed  cn  the  third  day  of  July,  1908, to  enquire  into  and  report  upon  the 
conditions  surrounding  the  marketing  and  handling  of  pork  and  pork  products  in  the 
province  of  Alberta,  and  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  government  establishment 
of  or  assistance  to  a  pork  packing  plant  or  plants  and  generally  to  inquire  into  and  report 
upon  the  best  means  under  existing  conditions  in  the  province  of  insuring  for  the  hog 
producer  therein,  a  fair  price  for  his  products  which  report  bears  date  the  seventh  day 
of  January,  liiOJ,  I  will  become  a  patron  of  the  said  Pork  Packing  Plant  and  a  member 
of  any  association  formed  in  connection  therewith  as  suggested  in  the  said  report  and 
will  furnish  each  year  for  the  period  of  five  years  from  the  commencement  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  said  plant  and  deliver  to  the  said  plant  or  its  agent,  at  least  

hogs  in  good  and  marketable  condition  and  fit  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  plant. 

That  I  will  not  sell  hogs  to  any  other  person  or  company  during  any  year  of  the 
said  period,  but  will  sell  to  the  said  plant  such  hogs  as  I  have  for  sale  over  and  above 

the  said  number  of  (hogs  for  breeding  purposes  only  excepted), 

and  that  in  case  I  dispose  of  any  of  my  hogs  contrary  to  this  agreement,  or  if  1  fail  to 

supply  the  said  hogs  per  annum  to  the  said  plant,  I  will  pay 

to  the  said  association  or  to  the  directors  of  the  said  plant  the  sum  of  Two  ($2.00) 
Dollars  for  each  hog  so  disposed  of  contrary  to  this  agreement  and  I  will  pay  the  sum 
of  $2.00  for  each  hog  1  fail  to  supply  according  to  this  agreement. 

Provided  that,  if  through  failure  of  crops,  owing  to  unfavorable  climatic  conditions 
or  if  from  any  cause  (which  could  not  have  been  prevented  by  the  exercise  of  due  dili- 
gence or  care  on  the  part  of  myself  or  employees)  I  am  unable  to  deliver  the  number  of 
hogs  above  mentioned  during  any  one  year,  the  provision  as  to  the  payment  of  Two 
Dollars  ($2.00)  per  hog  is  not  to  be  enforced. 

That  if  the  said  plant  is  established  I  will,  when  called  upon  to  do  so,  execute  this 
agreement  with  the  management  or  board  of  directors  of  the  said  plant. 

Signed  by  me  at  this  day  of  1910 

Witness    

The  report  was  discussed  for  a  time  and  it  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Hoover  and  sec- 
onded by  Mr.  Carswell, 

"That  the  draft  report  of  the  government  in  regard  to  the  pork  packing  establish- 
ment be  acceptcfd  and  adopted." 

It  now  being  three  o'clock,  the  further  discussion  of  this  subject  was  left  over  and 
the  nomination  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  proceeded  with. 

NOMINATION  OF  OFFICERS 
President  Bower  vacated  the  chair,  which  was  assumed  by  Mr.  Joshua  Fletcher, 
who  called  for  nominations  for  president. 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  PRESIDENT 
Mr.  James  Bower,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Comer  and  Wolfe. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Tregillus,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Skene  and  Zebeile. 


Mr.  Rice  Sheppard,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Clare  and  Steinacker. 
It  was  t)icn  moved  and  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried  *'tbat  nominations 
do  now  close." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  and  carried  that  an  absolute  majority  of  votes  be 
necessary  for  the  successful  candidate,  and  if  necessary  the  man  polling  the  least  num- 
ber of  votes  shall  drop  out  and  further  hall<»ls  be  held. 

The  chairman  appointed  Mr.  E.  U.  Ilallberg  and  the  secretary  to  act  as  scrutineers. 
On  the  ballot  being  held  the  scrutineers  declared  the  result  as  follows: — 

James  Bower   1 10 

li.  Sheppard   20 

W.  J.  Tregillus  ^   21 

Mr.  Bower  was  therefore  declared  elected  president  for  the  ensuing  year  on  the  first 
ballot. 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  VICE-PRESIDENT 

The  chairman  then  called  for  nominations  for  vice-president. 

Mr.  Rice  Sheppard  was  nominated  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Campbell  and  McDonald; 
Mr.  Joshua  Fletcher,  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Keith  and  Parcells;  Mr.  W.  J.  TregiUus, 
on  motion  of  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Griesbach;  Mr.  Geo.  McDonald,  on  motion  of  Messrs. 
Batson  and  R.  J.  Sheppard. 

It  was  then  move(iand  seconded,  and  carried,  that  nominations  do  now  close. 

A  ballot  was  then  ordered  and  the  scrutineers  announced  the   result  as  follows: 


Mr.  W.  .T.  Tregillus    84 

Mr.  Rice  Sheppard   51 

Mr.  Joshua  Fletcher    18 

Mr.  Geo.  McDonald   9 


Mr.  W.  J.  Trej,'illus  was  therefore  declared  elected  vice-president  for  the  ensuing 
year  on  the  first  ballot. 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  DIRECTORS  AT  LARGE 

Mr.  James  Speakman,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Smith  nnd  Center. 
Mr.  M.  Matheson,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Lennox  and  Malchow. 
Mr.  D.  W.  Warner,  nominated  [)y  Me.ssrs  Peterson  and  Steinacker. 
Mr.  Lake  Richardson,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Stuart  and  Richardson. 
Mr.  D.  G.  ISLarkle,  non)inaled  by  Messrs.  Sheppard  and  Smith. 
Mr.  L.  H.Jelliff,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Di.xon  and  Quin.*<ey. 
It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  nominations  do  now  close.  Carried, 

VICTORIA  CONSTITUENCY 
Mr.  J.  N.  Brydon,  nominated  by  Mr.  CampbelL 
Mr.  T  Balaam,  nominated  by  Mr.  Gascoigne. 
Mr.  J.  Sandford,  nominated  by  Mr.  Jackman. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  nominations  do  now  close.  Carried. 

EDMONTON  CONSTITUENCY 
Mr.  Geo.  Long,  nominated  by  Mr.  Rye. 
Mr.  C.  Burnell,  nominated  by  Mr.  Rafn. 

STRATHCONA  CONSTITUENCY 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hoover,  nominated  by  Mr.  Stowell. 
Mr.  Rice  Sheppard,  nominated  by  Mr.  Housley. 
Mr.  F.  Langston,  nominated  by  Mr.  Miner. 
Mr.  F.  H.  Herbert,  nominate(l  by  Mr.  Raising. 

RED  DEER  CONSTITUENCY 

Mr  .E.  Carswell,  nominated  by  Mr.  Smith. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Colvin,  nominated  by  Mr.  Ziebelle. 
Mr.  T.  P.  Parcells,  nominated  by  Mr.  Fiske. 
Mr.  S.  Wilson,  nominated  by  Mr.  McDonald. 

CALGARY  CONSTITUENCY 

Mr.  A.  von  Mielecki,  nominated  by  Mr.  TregiUus. 
Mr  Frank  Peterson,  nominated  by  Mr.  Dageford. 

MACLEOD  CONSTITUENCY 
Mr.  J.  Quinsey,  nominated  by  Mr.  Barker. 
Mr.  G.  A.  Dixon,  nominated  by  Mr.  McColl. 
Mr.  S.  L.  Fraser,  nominated  by  Mr.  Frost. 
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MEDICINE  HAT  CONSTITUENCY 

Mr.  E.  Greisbach,  nominated  by  Mr.  Isaac. 
Mr.  W.  Isaac,  nominated  by  Mr.  Greisbach. 

AUDITOR 

Mr.  E.  R.  Hallberg,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Rafn  and  Warner. 

There  being  no  other  nominations  for  auditor,  Mr.  Hallberg  was  unanimously 
declared  elected  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  a  ballot  was  ordered  for  the  other  elections. 

It  was  decided  to  proceed  with  the  discussion  of  the  pork  packing  proposition  while 
the  ballots  were  being  printed.  A  long  discussion  ensued  in  which  several  delegates 
took  part,  and  Mr.  Speakman  then  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Miner, 

"That  we  thank  the  government  for  submitting  the  proposed  agreement  re  packing 
factory  to  our  convention,  that  we  submit  the  agreement  to  the  next  meeting  of  each 
local  union  for  consideration,  and  that  we  invite  the  live  stock  commissioner  to  visit 
our  local  unions  as  he  conveniently  can  to  discuss  the  matter." 

Further  discussion  then  ensued  and  the  amendment  was  then  by  leave  withdrawn 
The  original  motion  agreeing  to  the  proposed  contract  and  accepting  same  was  then 
put  and  carried. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  and  carried,  "That  the  board  of  directors  appoint 
a  committee  to  act  with  the  government  to  carry  out  details  in  regard  to  the  pork  pack- 
ing plant,  as  suggested  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture." 

Moved  and  seconded,  and  carried,  that  we  do  now  adjourn  tilljseven  o'clock. 

EVENING  SESSION 

On  reassembling  at  seven  o'clock  the  president  took  the  chair  and  called  upon  the 
scrutineers  to  distribute  the  ballots  for  the  election  of  directors. 


The  election  was  then  held  and  resulted  as  follows: — 

Directors  at  large: — 

INfr.  J.  Speakman   136 

Mr.  L.  H.  Jdiiff   123 

Mr.  D.  W.  Warner      104 

Mr.  M.  Matheson,    39 

Mr.  L.  Richardson,   29 

Mr.  D.  G.  Markle   27 

Messrs.  Speakman,  Jelliff  and  Warner  were  declared  elected  directors  at  large  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

VICTORIA  CONSTITUENCY 

Mr.  T.  Balaam    16 

Mr.  J.  N.  Bryden    7 

Mr.  J.  Sand  ford   6 

Mr.  Balaam  was  declared  elected  director  for  Victoria  Constituency 

EDMONTON  CONSTITUENCY 

Mr.  Geo.  Long   10 

Mr.  C.  Burnell   5 

Mr.  Long  was  declared  elected  director  for  Edmonton  Constituency. 

STRATHCONA  CONSTITUENCY 

Mr.  Langston    25 

Mr.  Sheppard    20 

Mr.  Hoover   7 

Mr.  Herbert  .  .  .  ,   6 

A  second  ballot  was  ordered  for  Strathcona  Constituency,  no  candidate  having 
a  clear  majority. 

RED  DEER  CONSTITUENCY 

Mr.  Carswell   24 

Mr.  Parcells   8 

Mr.  Colvin   5 

Mr.  Wilson    2 


Mr.  Carswell  was  declared  elected  director  for  Red  Deer  Constituency. 

MACLEOD  CONSTITUENCY 
Messrs,  Dixon  and  Fraser  withdrew  in  favor  of  Mr.  Quinsey,  and  the  vote  there- 
fore stood. 

Mr.  Quinsey   11 

Mr.  Quinsey  was  declared  elected  director  for  the  Macleod  Constituency. 
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MEDICINE  HAT  CONSTITUENCY 

Mr.  Griesbach    I 

Mr.  Isaac   I 

Mr.  Griesbach  was  declared  elected  director  for  Medicine  Hat  Constituency  on 
the  casting  vote  of  the  president. 

CALGARY  CONSTITUENCY 

Mr.  A.  Von  Mielecki   6 

Mr.  F.  Peterson   2 

Mr.  Von  Mielecki  was  declared  elected  director  for  the  Calgary  Constituency. 

The  second  ballot  for  Strathcona  Constituency  was  then  proceeded  with  and  re- 
sulted as  follows: — 

Mr.  Langston    27 

Mr.  Sheppard    23 

Mr.  Hoover   5 

There  not  being  a  clear  majority  a  third  ballot  was  ordered. 

The  third  ballot  was  then  proceeded  with  and  resulted  as  follows: — 

Mr.  Langston    28 

Mr.  Sheppard  ,   25 

Mr.  Langston  was  therefore  declared  elected  director  for  Strathcona  Constituency. 

POOLING  DELEGATES  EXPENSES 

Mr.  Rafn,  of  Bon  Accord  Union,  moved  as  follows: — 

"That  arrangements  be  made  whereby  the  expenses  of  the  delegates  attending 
the  annual  convention  be  pooled,  that  is,  the  expenses  of  all  the  delegates  to  be  as- 
certained and  then  divided  pro  rata,  each  bearing  the  same  amount,  so  that  delegates 
from  a  long  distance  will  not  be  debarred  by  the  expense,  also  that  this  arrangement 
be  placed  into  effect  at  this  convention."  After  some  discussion  the  question  was  put 
and  on  vote  being  counted  the  motion  was  declared  lost. 

On  account  of  the  City  of  Edmonton  giving  a  banquet  to  the  deltjates  it  was 
then  moved  and  seconded,  and  carried,  that  we  do  now  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  nine 
o'clock  on  Friday  morning. 

FRIDAY  MORNING  SESSION 

The  president  called  the  meeting  to  order  on  Friday  morning  at  9.40,  and  the  first 
business  taken  up  was  the  proposed  constitution  of  the  Canadian  Council  of  Agri- 
culture. 

After  a  proposed  constitution  had  been  read,  the  question  was  put  to  the  meeting 
and  declared  unanimously  adopted. 

HAIL  INSURANCE 

Upon  a  suggestion  from  the  resolution  committee,  the  following  resolutions  were 
read  to  the  meeting: 

Moved  by  Streamstown  Union,  "that  in  view  of  the  failure  of  all  systems  of  hail 
insurance  which  have  hitherto  been  tried,  this  union  is  in  favor  of  a  hail  tax,  provided 
that  such  tax  does  not  exceed  two  dollars  per  quarter  section,  and  that  such  tax  would 
be  suflflcient  to  provide  a  fund  to  give  adequate  compensation  for  damage  done  by 
hail,  lightning  and  cyclones." 

Moved  by  Prairie  Center  Union,  "be  it  resolved  that  the  government  of  Alberta 
assess  all  the  taxable  lands  in  the  province  at  one  cent  per  acre  for  the  purpose  of  hail 
insurance  and  that  all  grain  shall  be  insured  by  the  government.  Assessment  and 
inspection  to  be  made  by  some  local  official." 

Moved  by  Beaumont  Union,  "resolved  that  this  convention  request  our  provincial 
government  to  establish  and  create  a  hail  insurance  system,  under  which  all  crops 
sowed  and  planted  shall  be  insured  from  damage  by  hail,  from  one  dollar  per  acre 
for  partial  damage,  up  to  eight  dollars  per  acre  for  total  loss;  the  councillor  for  each 
township  to  be  the  appraiser  and  the  said  appraiser  to  receive  three  dollars  per  day 
for  time  employed  on  said  services,  any  crops  damaged  by  hail  to  be  reported  by  the 
owner  or  his  agent  inside  of  three  days  from  the  time  of  damage.  The  funds  for  said 
insurance  to  be  raised  by  a  tax  on  all  taxable  lands  in  the  province.  Any  lands  with  a 
certain  number  of  sheep,  cattle  or  horses  to  each  quarter  section  grazing  thereon, 
shall  be  exempt  from  said  hail  tax." 

Moved  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Jackman,  East  Clover  Bar  Union: — 

"That  the  government  inaugurate  a  compulsory  scheme  of  insurance  against 
damage  by  hail,  to  be  financed  in  the  following  way: — 

"The, first  quarter  section  to  be  exempt  from  taxation.  In  the  event  of  more 
than  one  quarter  section  being  owned  by  any  individual  company  or  corporation, 
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the  second  quarter  section  to  bear  a  tax  of  one  cent  per  acre,  and  every  succeeding 
quarter  section  an  additional  tax  of  one  cent  per  acre  until  a  maximum  of  five  cents 
per  acre  is  reached.  In  the  case  of  land  used  for  grazing  purposes,  ten  head  of  horses 
or  cattle  or  thirty  head  of  sheep  per  quarter  section  to  entitle  the  owner  to  exemption 
from  taxation." 

Moved  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Herbert,  Strathcona  Union: — 

"Resolved  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  hail  insurance  business  of  the  govern- 
ment is  going  farther  behind  every  year,  this  convention  would  recommend  that  the 
government  graduate  the  premiums  asked  for  hail  insurance  on  the  plan  of  a  smaller 
premium  for  land  that  was  never  hailed  and  a  larger  tax  on  land  that  has  been  hailed 
a  certain  number  of  times  in  a  number  of  years,  and  so  on." 

Moved  by  Edmonton  Union: — 

"We  suggest  that  the  Hail  Insurance  Ordinance  be  discussed,  to  have  it  amended 
so  as  to  reduce  the  premiums  and  to  allow  the  amounts  of  premiums  to  be  collected 
by  the  various  school  secretaries,  say  with  a  five  per  cent,  discount  for  cash  and  net 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  same  to  be  guaranteed  by  the  land,  or  preferably  a  com- 
pulsory tax." 

Moved  by  the  Resolution  Committee: — 

"We  recommend  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to,  in  conjunction  with  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  lay  out  a  scheme  of  hail  insurance  more  satisfactory  than  the 
present  one,  all  resolutions  bearing  on  this  subject  to  be  turned  over  to  said  committee 
for  investigations." 

Moved  by  Melville  Union: — 

"Whereas  it  seems  conclusive  that  we  must  carry  hail  insurance  on  our  crops 
throughout  Alberta,  also  we  need  relief  in  the  way  of  destroying  gophers  in  quite  a 
few  localities  and  the  coyotes  should  be  held  in  check  by  paying  bounties  on  ail  scalps, 
be  it  old  or  young,  at  one  dollar  each,  and  that  the  government  should  supply  the  poison 
for  destroying  gophers  to  the  various  local  improvement  districts  free  of  cost,  and  also 
that  our  local  improvement  district  councillors  be  the  inspectors  and  adjusters  in 
the  hail  losses,  at  a  cost  to  the  beneficiary  of  say  3%,  and  that  the  indemnity  should 
be  a  minimum  of  one  dollar  per  acre  and  a  maximum  of  ten  dollars  per  acre,  said  lossos, , 
bounties  and  poisons  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  to  be  established  by  the  government 
by  placing  a  blanket  tax  of  two  and  a  half  cents  per  acre  on  every  acrs  of  rateable  land, 
and  fifty  cents  on  every  town  lot  in  our  province." 

Considerable  discussion  on  these  resolutions  then  ensued,  and  it  was  moved  that 
the  suggestion  of  the  resolution  committee  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Ball  moved  as  an  amendment  and  Mr.  Owens  seconded,  that  these  vari- 
ous resolutions  be  referred  back  to  the  unions  foi  discussion,  witn  a  request  that  all 
unions  consider  same  and  notify  the  general  secretary  not  later  than  April  1st,  of  the 
scheme  adopted  by  the  union,  thereby  giving  every  union  a  chance  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  on  the  vote  being  counted  the  amendment  was 
declared  carried,  and  the  secretary  instructed  to  forward  a  copy  of  all  the  resolutions 
to  the  unions. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  no  speaker  be  allowed  more  than  three  minutes 
on  any  question.    On  the  question  being  put  the  motion  was  declared  lost. 

AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE 
Mr.  W,  J.  Tregill us  moved: — 

"Whereas  the  study  of  agriculture  is  of  paramount  importance  to  the  Province 
of  Alberta,  and 

"  Whereas  the  problems  in  regard  to  the  study  of  agriculture  are  many  and  varied, 
necessitating  the  study  of  mixed  farming,  dry  farming  and  irrigation  farming,  and 

"  Whereas  the  problems  in  regard  to  the  proper  handling  of  our  so-called  dry  farm 
lands  are  the  most  complex  and  least  understood  at  present,  and  also  that  the  culti- 
vation of  crops  with  the  assistance  of  irrigation  requires  careful  and  elaborate  study, 
therefore  be  it 

"Resolved  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention  the  agricultural  college  of  the 
province  of  Alberta  should  be  situated  in  a  locality  that  will  admit  of  the  educatioa 
of  students  in  all  methods  of  farming  that  are  of  most  vital  importance  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  province  of  Alberta. 

AMENDMENT 

Moved  by  Mr.  Michener  as  an  amendment,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  "that 
the  board  of  directors  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  government  of  this  province 
in  connection  with  this  matter." 

On  the  question  being  put  and  the  vote  taken  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 
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INSPECTION  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

Moved  by  Mr.  Hamilton  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Hill:  — 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention  the  improvement  granted  by  the  Dominion 
government  in  the  administration  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act  is  insufficient, 
and  that  we  empower  the  executive  to  again  take  the  matter  up  with  the  government. 
Carried  unanimously. 

COYOTE  BOUNTY 

Moved  by  the  Resolution  Committee: — 

"That  this  convention  recommend  to  the  government  that  a  generous  grant  be 
made  at  the  coming  session  of  the  legislature  for  the  destruction  of  wolves  and  coyotes, 
also  that  the  payment  of  the  bounty  be  not  commenced  until  about  May  15th,  so 
that  the  money  voted  will  last  over  the  breeding  season.  Also  that  the  bounty  paid 
be  $2.50  for  a  bitch  coyote,  $1.00  for  each  pup  and  $1.50  for  a  dog  coyote."  Carried 
unanimously. 

REPRESENTATION  AT  CONVENTIONS 

Moved  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Tregillus:— 

"Whereas  experience,  education  and  the  interchange  of  ideas  are  the  best  means 
of  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  farming  interests  of  the  three  prairie  provinces,  there- 
fore be  it  resolved  that  we,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  are  of  the  opinion  that  there 
should  be  an  interchange  of  large  delegations,  with  a  maximum  of  twenty-five,  at  the 
annual  farrners'  conventions  of  the  three  prairie  provinces;  and  we  further  recommend 
this  resolution  for  the  consideration  of  the  Inter-provincial  Council  at  its  next  meeting, 
with  a  view  of  devising  an  equitable  method  of  pooling  transportation  fares,  the  whole 
scheme  to  be  made  efTective  before  the  next  annual  convention." 

Mr.  Sheppard  moved  as  an  amendment  and  Mr.  Housley  seconded,  "that  this 
association  use  every  means  in  its  power  to  have  representation  at  all  conventions  in 
the  west." 

On  the  question  being  put  and  the  vote  taken  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

At  the  request  of  the  vice-president,  the  delegates  from  south  of  Red  Deer  were 
invited  to  meet  him  during  the  noon  recess  and  discuss  with  him  some  effective  plan 
of  organizing. 

POLLUTING  THE  RIVERS 

Moved  by  Mr.  Clare  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Burndl: — "That  this  meeting  urge 
the  provincial  government  to  take  prompt  action  against  all  persons  or  corporations 
who  are  allowing  sewerage  and  other  impurities  to  enter  the  Saskatchewan  and  other 
rivers  in  the  province,  and  compel  all  cities  and  municipalities  to  at  once  take  steps 
to  establish  sewerage  farms  or  similar  institutions  such  as  are  used  by  the  large  cities 
of  the  world  to  treat  their  sewerage." 

After  some  discussion  this  resolution  was  by  leave  withdrawn. 

CHILLED  MEATS. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Keith: — 

"Whereas  the  establishment  of  a  meat  export  trade  from  the  west  on  the  lines 
proposed  by  the  chilled  meat  committee  will  be  of  untold  benefit  to  the  province  of 
Alberta, 

"And  whereas  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  this  business  be  placed  on  a 
practical  basis  without  any  unreasonable  delay, 

"And  whereas  it  would  doubtless  hasten  the  inauguration  of  the  industry  if  our 
provincial  government  undertook  some  financial  responsibility, 

"We,  the  members  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  in  convention  assembled, 
do  urgently  request  our  provincial  government  to  assume  a  fair  proi)()rlion  of  this 
responsibility,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  handed  to  each  member  of  the 
provincial  government. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Palmer  was  called  upon  to  deliver  an  address  on  the  chilled  Meat  In- 
dustry, and  answered  several  questions  relating  to  the  matter. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded  that  we  do  now  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  one  o'clock. 
Carrried. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 
The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  1.30  o'clock,  and  the  discussion  on  the 
chilled  meet  resolution  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Sheppard  moved  as  an  amendment,  and  Mr.  McDonald  seconded: — 
"Whereas  it  is  of  very  great  importance  to  the  whole  west  that  prompt  government 
action  be  taken  towards  establishing  the  Chilled  Meat  Industry  on  a  sound  and  per- 
manent basis  and  with  the  interests  of  the  producers  adequately  protected,  we  the 
members  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  in  convention  assembled  do  hereby  urge 
that  the  Federal  Government  take  this  matter  up  with  the  object  of  placing  the  business 
on  a  practical  footing  without  unreasonable  delay. 
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"Further,  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  each  Alberta  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  tofjether  with  a  covering  letter  asking  each  member  to  be  good 
enough  to  personally  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  and  do 
his  utmost  to  expedite  matters." 

On  the  question  being  put  and  the  vote  taken,  the  amendment  was  declared 
carrid. 

Mr,  Sheppard  moved,  seconded  in  several  places: — 

"That  we  the  members  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  in  convention  assembled, 
do  hereby  urge  the  Provincial  Government  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  impress  upon  the 
Federal  Government  the  necessity  which  exists  for  prompt  governmental  action  re- 
garding the  taking  up  of  the  proposal  and  rendering  the  necessary  assistance  towards 
the  establishment  of  a  Dead  Meat  Export  trade  from  the  West.    Carried  unanimously." 

OFFICIAL  ORGAN. 

Moved  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Tregillus:— 

"  Whereas  the  United  Farmers  are  in  need  of  an  oflBcial  organ,  published  in  the 
Province  of  Alberta,  that  can  take  special  cognizance  of  Alberta  problems  and  of  trade 
relations  with  provinces  both  east  and  west,  and 

"  Whereas  the  present  official  organ  of  the  U.  F.  A.  is  not  published  in  the  Province 
of  Alberta,  and  deals  mainly  with  the  grain  trade  going  east,  and  does  not  fulfil  the 
requirements  of  a  journal  for  a  mixed  farming  community  within  the  province,  al- 
though it  is  of  great  assistance  to  farmers  shipping  grain  east,  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved  that  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  though  fully  appreciating  the  good 
work  done  by  the  Grain  Growers'  Guide,  publish  an  official  organ  of  their  own  which 
can  deal  directly  with  Alberta  problems  legislative  and  otherwise.  Alberta  industries 
and  all  matters  that  appertain  to  the  diversitied  methods  of  farming  extant  in  Alberta." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Miner  as  an  amendment,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Steinacker: — 

"That  the  Grain  Growers'  Guide  be  adopted  as  the  official  organ  of  the  United 
Farmers*  of  Alberta  for  the  year  1910."  ^ 

On  the  question  being  put  and  the  vote  counted,  the  amendment  was  carried. 

LICENSING  BOARDING  HOUSES. 

In  accordance  with  notice  of  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  presented  to  the 
meeting — 

"That  the  government  be  requested  to  pass  legislation,  either  by  amending  the 
present  ordinances  or  by  passing  a  new  act,  to  require  all  boarding  houses  catering  for 
transient  customers  to  be  licensed,  such  license  to  be  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  cost  of 
inspecting  said  boarding  houses,  and  that  no  license  be  granted  unless  the  boarding 
house  meets  all  requirements  for  the  safeguarding  of  customers'  lives  and  property, 
more  especially  as  regards  fire  escapes,  stairways,  lights  and  other  necessary  quali- 
fications. " 

On  the  question  being  put  the  motion  was  declared  unanimously  carried. 
PRAIRIE  FIRES. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Balaam  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Gascoigne: — 

"  Whereas  it  has  come  to  our  notice  that  the  farmers  in  the  southern  and  eastern 
portions  of  the  Vegreville  district  have  suffered  great  loss  of  property  by  prairie  fires, 
caused  we  believe  by  the  negligence  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  Company, 
therefun^  b-e  it  resolved  by  this  convention  assembled  that  we  extend  to  the  farmers 
who  have  s  ift'ered  said  loss  our  heartfelt  sympathy, 

"And  be  it  further  resolved  that  we  urge  upon  the  Dominion  and  Provincial 
Governmeats  to  use  every  means  at  their  command  to  bring  about  a  proper  adjustment 
of  damages  caused  by  prairie  fires  on  the  part  of  all  railway  companies." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  motion  was  declared  unanimously  adopted. 

INITIATIVE,  REFERENDUM  AND  RECALL. 

Moved  by  Claresholm  Union: — 

"Be  it  resolved  that  we  the  members  of  the  United  Farmers'  of  Alberta,  in  conven- 
tion asseml)led,  do  memorialize  the  Alberta  Government  to  institute  in  legislation 
and  the  holding  of  office  in  the  legislature  the  principle  of  the  Initiative,  the  Referendum 
and  the  Recall." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  motion  was  unanimously  adopted. 

CONGRATULATIONS. 

Moved  and  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried: — 

"That  this  convention  do  most  heartily  congratulate  the  Saskatchewan  and  Mani- 
toba Grain  Growers'  Associations  on  their  splendid  victory  with  their  respective  govern- 
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ments  in  favor  of  government  ownership  and  operation  of  elevators  at  cost  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  farmers,  and  we  hope  soon  to  acliive  a  similar  victory  in  this  province." 

CONSOLIDATION  OF  RURAL  SCHOOLS. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Burnell  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Rye,  and  unanimously  adopted: — 
"Resolved  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention  the  children  of  the  farmers  are 
entitled  to  education  without  cost,  and  whereas  the  present  rural  school  system  does 
not  provide  tliis  for  several  reasons,  namely — On  account  of  many  classes  and  only  one 
teacher,  the  scholai's,  especially  the  younger  ones,  must  be  neglected  for  a  lar^je  jiart 
of  the  time.  The  older  pupils  have  to  att(;nd  a  town  school  to  obtain  an  educaton 
worthy  the  name,  thereby  making  it  hard  and  in  many  cases  impossible  for  farmers  to 
provide  that  education, 

"We  hereby  urge  upon  the  Government  the  need  of  enacting  the  necessary  legis- 
lation to  make  provision  for  a  system  of  consolidated  schools,  as  successfully  operated 
in  other  parts  of  Canada  and  the  United  States." 

LABOR. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McDonald,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Adsett,  and  unanimously 
carried: — 

"Resolved  that  the  Board  of  Directors  be  requested  to  confer  with  the  government 
of  Alberta  in  regard  to  farm  laborers  for  the  summer  season, as  last  year  there  was  a 
scarcity  of  help,  that  there  may  be  some  means  devised  to  get  more  hclj)  in  the  harvest 
season,  and  further  that  we  recommend  that  the  Central  Association  open  up  an  active 
labor  bureau  to  carry  on  this  work." 

POLL  TAX. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Adsetts,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  McDonald: — 

"That  we  ask  the  government  to  place  a  poll  tax  of  two  dollars  on  all  male  residents 
between  the  age  of  eighteen  and  fifty  of  all  those  residing  in  the  province  who  do  not 
pay  tax  on  real  estate." 

On  the  question  being  put  this  resolution  was  declared  defeated. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Herbert  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Rafn,  and  unanimously  carried: — 
"Resolved  by  this  convention  that  the  executive  of  the  U.  F.  A.  appoint  one  organi- 
zer, or  more  if  funds  are^ available,  who  shall  give  his  whole  time  to  the  work  during 
such  times  of  the  year  as  they  shall  consider  advisable,  and  shall  follow  the  lines  of  the 
general  policy  of  the  U.  F.  A.  to  be  laid  down  by  the  executive,  and  shall  work  under 
their  direction." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Barker  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Matheson,  and  unanimously  carried: — 
"That  the  following  suggestion  be  adopted  by  this  convention  and  that  it  be 
handed  over  to  the  executive  committee  for  their  consideration: — '  We  the  members 
of  the  convention  from  the  south  in  committee  assembled  submit  the  following  recom- 
mendation. Resolved  that  the  Vice-president  be  the  official  organizer  for  the 
southern  part  of  this  province  and  that  local  unions  be  empowered  to  select  from  their 
numbers  some  member  of  their  union  to  act  as  orgnizer  for  said  union  and  to  assist 
and  co-operate  with  the  Vice-president." 

GOVERNMENT  CREMERIES 

Moved  by  Mr.  Carswell  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Parcells,  and  unanimously  carried: — 
"That  this  convention  is  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  interests  of  the  dairymen 
of  Alberta  will  be  best  served  by  the  co-operative  creameries  o£  the  province  remaining 
under  government  management,  and  we  regret  to  notice  the  apparent  desire  of  the 
Provincial  Government  to  withdraw  as  far  as  possible  from  such  management." 

DUTY  ON  WIRE. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Miner  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Markle,  and  unanimously  carried: — 
"That  the  Board  of  Directors  be  instructed  to  take  up  with  the  government  the 
matter  of  duty  now  charged  on  all  grades  of  wire  used  in  the  manufacture  of  farm  fences, 
so  that  it  will  be  possible  for  the  price  to  be  so  reduced  that  it  will  become  a  greater 
used  material  on  the  farms." 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES/ 

Moved  by  Mr.  Isaac  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Quinsey,  and  unanimously  carried: — 
"That  an  order,  system  or  program  for  the  conducting  of  the  business  of  the 
annual  convention  in  a  consecutive  order  be  adopted  by  this  convention,  also  that  the 
President  or  the  executive  committee  appoint  a  resolution  committee,  credential 
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committee  and  reception  committee,  in,  or  at  such  time  as  shall  enable  the  said  com- 
mittees to  get  to  work  as  early  as  possible." 

GRANTS  TO  SEED  FAIRS. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Sheppard  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith  and  unanimously  carried: — 
"That  this  convention  of  United  Farmers'  of  Alberta  respectfully  request  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Hon.  Duncan  Marshall, to  look  into  the  matter  of  the  payment 
of  grants  made  to  seed  fairs  in  this  province,  that  he  be  requested  to,  if  possible,  have 
said  grants  paid  more  promptly  in  the  future  than  they  have  been  in  the  past.  This 
convention  considers  the  matter  of  importance  as  oftentimes  this  grant  is  required  to 
pay  prize  money  won  at  the  fair  and  when  not  forthcoming  causes  delay  in  paying 
prizes  and  much  dissatisfaction  to  the  prize  winners  as  well  as  much  trouble  to  the 
management  of  seed  grain  fairs." 

RESOLUTION  FOR  SUBMISSION  TO  THE  CONVENTION. 

Moved  by  Mr,  Herbert  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Rafn,  and  carried: — 
"Resolved  that  no  resolution,  with  the  exception  of  amendments  to  the  consti 
tution,  which  is  provided  for  in  the  constitution,  shall  be  accepted  for  discussion  by 
the  next  annual  convention  unless  they  shall  have  been  passed  by  some  local  union 
and  have  been  handed  in  to  the  general  secretary  on  the  first  morning  of  the  convention, 
with  the  exception  also  that  the  resolution  committee  under  the  instruction  of  the  presi- 
dent shall  have  authority  to  formulate  any  resolutions  that  may  be  necessary  to  come 
before  the  meeting." 

NOXIOUS  WEEDS. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Clare  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Burnell,  and  unanimously  carried: — 
"That  the  Ministc  of  Agriculture  be  asked  to  have  the  Weed  Ordinance  amended 
so  as  to  make  it  more  workable,  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  at  the  annual 
convention  to  go  into  the  matter  and  draw  out  suggestions  to  lay  before  the  proper 
authorities." 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried: — 

"That  the  committee  to  be  appointed  shall  be  the  Board  of  Directors  or  their 
executive 

INITIATION  OF  MEMBERS 

Moved  by  Mr.  Lucha: — 

"  Whereas  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  connect  some  initiation  to  incoming  members 
to  enliven  and  make  more  interesting  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings,  resolved  that  the 
U.F.A.  proceed  to  something  in  accordance  with  the  above." 

Moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment,  "That  this  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table." 
On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

RATE  OF  INTEREST 

Moved  by  the  members  of  Lloydmintser  Union: — 

"That  the  central  association  wait  on  the  government  demanding  legislation 
relative  to  the  exorbitant  rate  of  interest  being  charged  by  our  banking  institutions 
for  loans,  collections,  etc." 

Moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment,  "That  this  resolution  be  tabled." 

On  the  question  being  put  and  the  votes  counted,  the  •motion  was  declared  carried. 

MARKETING  OF  GRAIN 

Moved  by  Mr.  Harrington  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Farrell,  and  carried: — 
"Resolved  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  farmers  to  market 
their  grain  in  time  to  meet  notes  falling  due  November  1,  and  also  that  notes  falling 
due  thus  early,  prevents  farmers  from  getting  the  best  prices  for  their  products  by  forc- 
ing too  great  a  proportion  of  the  crop  on  to  the  market  at  once  and  thereby  reducing 
prices,  also  causing  them  to  haul  their  grain  when  they  should  be  plowing,  thus  endan- 
gering the  crop  of  next  year,  this  convention  does  most  urgently  represent  the  necessity 
of  pressing  the  machinery  manufacturers  to  make  all  notes  payable  in  April." 

PLACE  OF  NEXT  CONVENTION 

Moved  by  Mr.  Tregillus: — 

"Whereas  the  majority  of  the  conventions  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
and  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Associations  have  been  held  in  Calgary  or  Edmonton,  and 
that  interest  in  the  U.F.A.  needs  stimulating  in  the  south,  and  that  all  sections  of  the 
province  should  have  equal  treatment  in  the  matter  of  holding  conventions,  therefore 
be  it  resolved  that  the  next  annual  convention  of  the  U.F.A.  be  held  in  Lethbridge, 
Macleod  or  some  other  point  in  the  extreme  south  of  the  province." 
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The  following  suggestion  was  also  presented  by  the  members  from  the  south. 

"  We  the  members  of  the  convention  from  the  south  in  committee  assembled,  submit 
the  "oUowing  recommendation,  'That  the  next  convention  of  the  U.  F.  A.  be  held  in 
Lethbridge.'" 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Miner,  as  an  amendment,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Hoover: — 
"That  the  matter  of  choosing  the  place  for  holding  the  next  convention  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  board  of  directors  for  discussion  at  their  leisure,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  the  south  be  given  the  preference." 

On  the  question  being  put  and  the  vote  counted,  the  amendment  was  declared 
carried. 

CO-OPERATION 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried,  "That  we  now  take 
up  the  subject  of  co-operation,  and  that  the  president  explain  what  is  being  done  by  the 
U.F.A.  Co-operative  Society  at  Red  Deer." 

President  Bower  explained  the  principle  under  which  the  work  was  being  carried 
on  at  Red  Deer,  showing  that  the  membership  consists  of  farmers  who  have  produce 
to  dispose  of  and  who  are  members  of  the  U.F.A.  A  board  of  directors  has  been  appoint- 
ed and  a  secretary  appointed  who  devotes  his  whole  time  to  the  work  of  the  company. 
Members  having  supplies  for  sale.list  them  with  the  secretary  and  agree  not  to  dispose 
of  them  except  through  the  company  for  a  stated  time,  except  under  special  arrange- 
ments. Full  by-laws  and  regulations  have  been  prepared  for  the  guidance  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  already  a  great  deal  of  good  has  resulted  from  the  association,  the  members 
receiving  better  prices  for  their  produce.  It  was  moved  and  seconded,  that  a  number 
of  copies  of  the  rules  of  the  Red  Deer  Co-operative  Association  be  printed  by  the  U.F.A. 
and  supplied  to  the  different  unions,  so  that  all  may  become  conversant  with  the  work. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Chipman,  on  behalf  of  the  Grain  Growers' Guide,  stated  he  would"  be 
pleased  to  publish  the  rules  in  the  column^  of  the  Guide,  and  on  this  understanding 
the  resolution  was  then  withdrawn.  y 

PURCHASING  GOPHER  POISON 

Moved  by  Mr.  Tregillus  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Jackson,  and  carried: — 
"That  we  recommend  that  the  Local  Improvement  Act  be  amended  so  that  the 
Local  Improvement  District  Councils  be  authorized  to  expend  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
district  the  sum  of  $150.00  instead  of  being  limited  to  $75.00  as  at  present,  for  gopher 
poison." 

PROMOTING  LEGISLATION  FOR  FARMERS 

Mr.  Angus  Macaulay  moved  as  follows: — 

"Promoting  legislation  for  farmers  in  the  provincial  house  by  which  the  farmers 
would  secure  a  fair  share  of  direct  representation  in  the  Provincial  Assembly  at  Edmon- 
ton. 

"Strictly  speaking  they  would  be  entitled  to  a  majority  of  the  house,  but  to  make 
a  beginning  with  one  third,  or  14  out  of  the  41  members  composing  the  house.  A 
request  for  that  proportion  must  strike  all  parties  as  being  very  moderate  and  one 
that  would  not  too  hastily  alter  the  political  customs  to  which  we  have  been  accustomed. 
During  the  first  session  or  two  the  14  farmer  members  would  be  in  the  position  of  learners 
of  parliamentary  procedure,  but  it  would  not  be  long  before  they  would  be  able  to  promote 
legislation  designed  to  benefit  the  farming  interest,  and  their  number,  though  not  large, 
would  be  suflBcient  to  make  a  power  in  the  house  which  could  not  be  safely  disregarded 
by  the  government  of  the  day.  It  is  probable  that  they  would  hold  the  balance  of 
power  so  that  the  party  in  office  would  be  obliged  to  listen  to  them  or  to  be  outvoted, 
by  their  combining  with  the  opposition.  This  would  hold  true,  regardless  of  the 
particular  party  in  power  which  might  be  either  liberal  or  conservative.  When  par- 
liamentary experience  was  gained,  it  might  even  be  that  the  farmers  themselves  might 
form  a  government  of  their  own,  but  this  is  not  so  important  as  the  procuring  of  the 
proper  and  desired  legislation.  Next,  as  to  the  means  of  accomplishing  this  representa- 
tion of  farmers  in  the  House.  Let  the  farmers,  either  through  the  U.F.A.  or  some  other 
organization  qualified  to  speak  for  them,  let  it  be  known  that  they  wish  to  have  allotted 
to  them  14  of  the  rural  constituencies  and  that  they  will  expect  both  of  the  old  parties 
to  keep  entirely  out  of  these  constituencies  and  confine  their  party  warfare  to  the  other 
27  seats.  That  number  should  be  sufficient  for  the  liberals  and  conservatives  to  do 
their  fighting  in.  Let  the  farmers  pick  out  the  14  constituencies  which  they  prefer, 
in  doing  which  they  would  be  largely  guided  by  the  best  men  among  their  number 
in  the  province.  Having  made  their  selection  of  the  14  seats  they  would  supply  a 
list  of  these  to  the  government  and  the  executive  of  the  opposition  party.  Then  in 
the  14  constituencies,  the  farmers  would  be  called  upon  to  choose  their  candidates 
and  even  if  two  or  more  contested  these  seats  they  would  all  be  farmers,  no  liberal 
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^or  conservative  being  allowed  to  enter  the  field.    I  believe  that  this  plan  would  be  more 
"M^effective,  at  any  rate  to  begin  with,  than  placing  third  party  candidates  in  the  field 
anywhere  and  everywhere,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  this  should  appeal  to  the  sense  of 
fairness  of  all  parties  in  the  province." 

Considerable  discussion  ensued  on  this  resolution  and  Mr.  Miner  then  moved, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Ziebelle,  that  this  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table.  On  the  question 
being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

FARM  LOANS 

Moved  by  Mr.  Campbell  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Shaw,  and  unanimously  adopted: — 
"That  the  government  of  Alberta  be  asked  to  borrow  money  on  the  security  of 
the  province  at,  say  3^  per  cent,  interest,  for  the  purpose  of  making  loans  to  farmers, 
the  rate  of  interest  on  such  loans  to  be  not  more  than  five  per  cent." 

ENTIRE  ANIMALS 
Moved  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Markle,  and  unanimously  carried: — 
"That  the  government  be  asked  to  amend  the  Entire  Animals  Ordinance,  by 
imposing  a  fine  on  anyone  allowing  a  bull  over  six  months  old  to  run  at  large,  the  fine 
to  be  sufficient  to  pay  wages  and  expenses  of  a  competent  inspector  to  enforce  the  act.'  *i 

PETITION  FOR  GOVERNMENT  OWNERSHIP 
Moved  by  Mr.  James  Fletcher: — 

"Whereas  the  government  of  Alberta  does  not  seem  to  be  in  favor  with  the  petition 
presented  them  by  the  farmers  of  Alberta,  asking  the  government  to  take  over  the 
entire  storage  facilities  for  the  handling  and  buying  of  grain  in  the  province,  but  have 
diplomatically  evaded  the  issue," 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  a  petition  be  drafted  by  the  secretary  of  the  associa- 
tion and  forwarded  to  all  the  local  unions  with  instructions  that  these  unions  secure 
as  many  signatures  as  possible  and  present  them  to  their  respective  members  of  the 
legislature,  urging  these  men  to  use  their  influence  to  bring  about  the  consummation  of 
government  ownership  of  elevators." 

Moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment,  "That  this  resolution  be  turned  over  to 
the  board  of  directors  to  be  used  by  them  if  they  consider  it  necessary." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

DUTY  ON  IMPLEMENTS 
Moved  by  Mr.  Speakman  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Miner,  "That  we  urge  the  Domin- 
ion Government  to  admit  all  agricultural  implements  free  of  duty."     Carried  unanim- 
ously. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Campbell  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Shaw,  that  the  following  recommend- 
ation from  the  board  of  directors  be  adopted: — 

"That  the  Dominion  Government  be  requested  to  enter  into  the  question  of 
reciprocity  with  the  United  States  in  regard  to  securing  agricultural  implements  free 
of  duty,  as  offered  by  the  United  States  government."    Carried  unanimously. 

LOCAL  IMPROVEMENT  DISTRICT  RESOLUTIONS 

Moved  by  Mr.  Miner  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Parcells,  and  unanimously  carried: — 
"That all  resolutions  referring  to  the  local  improvement  act  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
directors  to  take  action  on." 

SCHOOL  INSPECTORS 

Moved  by  Mr.  Lucha: — "Whereas  several  schools  have  been  sadly  neglected 
by  not  being  called  upon  by  the  inspector, 

"Resolved  that  the  annual  convention  of  the  U.F.A.  take  some  steps  to  relieve 
this  fault." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  in  several  places  that  this  resolution  be  tabled,  and 
on  the  question  being  put,  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

PRICES  OF  LUMBER  AND  COAL 
Moved  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Ball:— 

"Resolved  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention  the  price  of  coal  and  lumber 
is  too  high  and  the  cost  of  production  is  not  considered  in  fixing  the  price,  but  we  be- 
lieve the  price  of  these  commodities  is  controlled  by  powerful  monopolies  and  combines, 
that  the  public  are  obliged  to  pay  from  100  to  200  per  cent,  over  and  above  the  cost 
of  production.  In  our  opinion,  the  coal  and  timber  lands  should  always  continue 
to  be  the  property  of  all  the  people  and  developed  in  the  interests  of  the  people  and 
should  not  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  hands  of  the  few,  thus  giving  the  few  power  to 
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form  powerful  combines  and  monopolies,  thereby  securing  immense  fortunes  at  the  | 
expense  of  the  many.  And  further  we  believe  that  the  only  sure  remedy  for  the  people 
to  adopt  to  protect  themselves  from  the  powerful  grasp  of  those  mono|)olies  is  for  the 
people  through  the  government  to  own  and  operate  these  industries  in  the  interests 
of  all  the  people  and  in  order  that  the  will  of  the  people  should  be  carried  out  as  speedily 
as  possible,  we  would  ask  that  the  government  at  once  make  an  appropriation  of  $100,- 
000.00  to  build,  own  and  operate  a  saw  mill  and  another  $100,000.00  to  operate  a  coal 
mine  or  mines." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Ball  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Owens,  and  unanimously  carried: — 
"That  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  ujiions  for  their  consideration. 

OATMEAL  MILL 

Moved  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Ball: — "Resolved  that  this  convention  is  of  the  opinion 
that  when  the  price  of  any  one  article  of  food  is  controlled  by  monopolies  or  combines 
and  the  public  are  obliged  to  pay  from  100  to  200  per  cent,  more  for  such  articles  than 
cost  of  production,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  protect  the  people  from  the 
power  of  these  combines  and  we  consider  oatmeal,  one  of  the  staple  articles  of  food 
that  is  universally  used  and  the  people  ought  to  secure  the  same  at  a  small  profit, 
and  in  order  to  obtain  this  we  believe  that  the  government  should  be  asked  to  appro- 
priate $100,000.00  to  build,  own  and  operate  an  oatmeal  mill  in  the  interests  of  the 
people." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Ball  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Owens,  and  unanimously  carried: — 
"That  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  unions  for  consideration." 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES  ORDINANCE  AMENDMENT 

Moved  by  Mr.  Sheppard  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Markle,  and  carried: — 
"Resolved  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta,  that  it  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  province  to  have  the  agricultural  societies 
ordinance  so  amended  that  it  will  apply  to  such  branches  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta  in  cities,  towns  and  villages  throughout  the  province  that  have  fifty  paid-up 
members  and  where  agricultural  societies  do  not  exist.  And  also  that  the  association 
be  empowered  to  hold  a  fair  in  such  cities,  towns  and  villages  that  have  agricultural 
societies  at  the  request  of  the  agricultural  societies  in  such  cities,  towns  or  villages." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Tregillus  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Whitehead,  and  unanimously  carried: 
"That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be  accorded  the  city  of  Edmonton  for  their  hos- 
pitality to  the  delegates  of  this  convention." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Miner  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Barker: — 

"  That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be  accorded  our  president  for  the  able  and  courteous 
way  in  which  he  conducted  the  meetings." 

"This  resolution  was  enthusiastically  received  and  carried  with  rousing  cheers. 
Moved  and  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried: — 

"That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to  all  retiring  oflScers  for  their  generous 
and  faithful  services  on  behalf  of  the  association." 

Moved  and  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried: — 

"That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be  accorded  the  secretary  for  his  work  on  behalf 
of  the  association." 

LIFE  MEMBERSHIP 

During  the  discussion  on  life  membership,  a  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted 
that  the  board  of  directors  be  empowered  to  take  up  with  Mr.  F.  W.  Green,  secretary 
of  the  Saskatchewan  Grain  Growers'  Association,  the  question  of  life  membership, 
and  secure  from  him  full  particulars  of  the  plan  adopted  by  Saskatchewan,  and  then  to 
devise  a  full  scheme  for  presentation  to  the  next  annual  convention  of  the  U.F.A." 

ADJOURNMENT 

Moved  by  Mr.  Tregillus  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Speakman: — 
"That  this  convention  do  now  adjourn."    Carried  unanimously. 

EDWARD   J.  FREAM. 

Secretary. 


NEW  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  MEET 

The  first  meeting  of  the  newly  elected  Board  of  Directors  of  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  was  held  in  the  Board  of  Trade  Council  Rooms,  on  Saturday,  January  22, 
1910,  at  ten  o'clock  a.m. 
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Present,  Jas.  Bower,  president,  in  the  chair;  W.  J.  Tregillus,  vice-piesident, 
J.  Speakman,  D.  W.  Warner,  E.  Carswell,  A.  Von  Mielecki,  F.  Langston,  T.  Balaam, 
J.  Quinsey,  E.  Grieshach  and  G.  S.  Long,  directors. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  adopted  as  read  on  motion  of  Messrs. 
Balaam  and  Von  Mielecki. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  SECRETARY 

Mr.  Carswell  moved  and  Mr.  Quinsey  secon'^ed,  "that  Mr.  E.  J.  Fream  he  re- 
appointed secretary  at  a  salary  of  fifty  dollars  pci  .nonth."    Carried  unanimously. 

LIFE  MEMBERSHIP 

Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Tregillus  seconded: — 

"That  we  divide  the  proceeds  from  the  life  membership  fees  for  the  ensuing  year 
as  follows: — Three  dollars  to  the  local  union,  three  dollars  to  the  general  funds  of  the 
association  and  four  dollars  for  organizing  purposes."    Carried  unanimously. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Balaam  moved  and  Mr.  Carswell  seconded: — 

"That  the  following  comprise  the  executive  committee  for  the  ensuing  year: — 
The  president,  secretary-treasurer,  vice-president  and  Messrs.  Warner  and  Speakman." 
Carried  unanimously. 

LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Griesbach  moved  and  Mr.  Carswell  seconded: — 

"That  the  following  comprise  the  legislative  committee  for  the  ensuing  year: — 
The  president,  vice-president  and  secretary-treasurer."    Carried  unanimously. 

TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Balaam  moved  and  Mr.  Tregillus  seconded: — 

"That  the  following  comprise  the  Transportation  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year: — 
The  president,  Messrs.  L.  H.  Jelliff  and  R.  V.  Ottewell."    Carried  unanimously. 
Mr.  Warner  moved  and  Mr.  Long  seconded: — 

"That  we  ask  the  government  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  transportation  committee 
for  the  year  1901)  and  we  request  that  the}'  organize  the  convention  to  discuss  the  western 
markets  as  quickly  as  possible."  Carried. 

ELEVATOR  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Tregillus  seconded: — 

"That  the  President,  Mr.  Quinsey  and  Mr.  Jalliff  be  the  committee  on  elevators, 
as  called  for  by  the  annual  convention,  and  that  they  have  power  to  add  to  their  num- 
bers." Carried. 

PORK  PACKING  PLANT  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Tregillus  seconded: — 

"That  the  President,  secretary-treasurer  and  Mr.  Carswell  be  the  committee  to 
look  after  the  pork  packing  plant  project."  Carried. 

AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Tregillus  moved  and  Mr.  Langston  seconded: — 

"That  the  full  board  of  directors  be  the  committee  on  the  agricultural  college 
question."  Carried. 

PRAIRIE  FIRE  QUESTION 

Mr.  Warner  moved  and  Mr.  Langston  seconded: — 

"That  we  recommend  that  the  powers  of  the  railway  commission  be  extended  to 
give  them  power  to  adjust  claims  arising  from  prairie  fires  caused  by  railway  companies." 
Carried. 

Mr.  Balaam  moved  and  Mr.  Long  seconded: — 

"That  the  secretary  write  the  attorney-general  in  the  matter  and  ascertain  what 
power  railway  companies  have  to  dominate  in  this  matter."  Carried. 
Mr.  Balaam  moved  and  Mr.  Tregillus  seconded: 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  the  directors  the  recent  prairie  fire  case  reported  from 
south  and  east  of  the  Vegreville  district  is  one  in  which  the  government  would  be 
justified  in  taking  up  the  matter  as  the  offense  seems  clear,  and  we  recommend  that 
they  take  up  this  case  and  take  it  through  to  the  Privy  Council  as  a  test  case,  if  necess- 
ary, so  that  the  question  of  the  liability  of  railway  companies  can  be  fairly  settled." 
Carried. 
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Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Tregillus  seconded: — 

"That  we  are  glad  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  offer  made  by  Mr.  Ottewell  to  spend 
some  time  organizing  in  the  Battle  River  district."  Carried. 
Mr.  Warner  moved  and  Mr.  Carswell  seconded: — 

**That  the  president,  vice-president  and  secretary-treasurer  be  appointed  an 
organizing  committee  and  that  this  committee  have  full  power  to  appoint  organizers 
and  carry  out  all  details  in  connection  with  the  work."  Carried. 

LOCAL  IMPROVEMENT  RESOLUTIONS 

Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Carswell  seconded: — 

"That  these  resolutions  be  laid  on  the  table  till  the  next  meeting."  Carried. 

DELEGATION  TO  OTTAWA 

A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Inter-Provincial  Council  asking  that  a  delegate 
be  appointed  to  represent  Alberta  when  the  delegation  waits  upon  the  Dominion 
government  on  January  28,  in  reference  to  terminal  elevators  was  read.  The  presi- 
dent suggested  that  as  there  was  now  no  time  to  take  up  the  matter  it  would  probably 
be  better  to  wait  until  all  the  details  were  worked  out  by  the  committee  and  then  that 
the  provincial  government  be  requested  to  assist  in  presenting  the  case. 

Mr.  Tregillus  moved  and  Mr.  Carswell  seconded: — 

"That  there  is  not  time  to  send  a  delegation  to  Ottawa  at  present,  and  that  we 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  matter  had  better  be  delayed  until  our  committee  is  pre- 
pared to  make  its  report  and  then  that  we  request  the  provincial  government  to  assist 
in  the  work.  Further,  that  we  express  our  sympathy  with  the  Manitoba  delegation 
in  regard  to  its  objects."  Carried. 

Mr.  Balaam  moved  and  Mr.  Tregillus  seconded: — 

"That  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  oflicial  report  of  the  convention  be  secured, 
in  accordance  with  the  offer  made  by  The  Guide."  Carried. 
Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Balaam  seconded: — 

"That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  write  Gainer  &  Co.,  Strathcona,  thanking 
them  for  the  interesting  information  they  have  conveyed  to  us  in  regard  to  the  pork 
packing  business."  Carried. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  a.scertain  whether  it  would  be  convenient  for  the 
directors  to  meet  during  the  time  of  the  provincial  seed  fair  and  take  up  the  question 
of  the  agricultural  college. 

Mr.  Balaam  moved  and  Mr.  Griesbach  seconded: — 

"That  we  do  now  adjourn." — Carried. 


Premier  Rutherford  to  United  Farmers 


The  wonderful  growth  of  the  province 
of  Alberta  in  the  past  four  or  five  years 
was  shown  in  the  introductory  remarks 
of  Premier  Rutherford.  He  said  that 
234  new  school  districts  had  been  formed 
since  the  inauguration  of  the  province. 
The  school  enrolment  showed  an  increase 
of  from  5,000  to  6,000  every  year,  and 
in  four  years'  time  the  school  enrolment 
had  advanced  by  20,000  scholars.  In 
1906  there  were  23,000  scholars  on  the 
school  roll,  and  in  1908  the  number 
was  increased  to  40,000.  Continuing, 
the  premier  said  that  the  province  of 
Alberta  owned  more  public  utilities 
than  any  other  province  in  the  Dominion. 
In  the  list  were  the  telephones,  creameries 
and  government  hail  insurance.  Re- 
garding the  hail  insuratice,  he  said  that 
the  past  year  had  again  shown  a  deficit 
but  he  was  opposed  to  discontinuing 
the  hail  insurance  business.  A  report 
of  the  year's  business  would  appear  in 
the  directors'  report  and  he  hoped  the 


convention  would  fully  discuss  the  ques- 
tion. 

"A  matter  which  has  agitated  the 
farmers  of  the  province,"  said  the  premier, 
"is,  whether  the  agricultural  college 
should  be  a  part  of  the  university  or  not. 
The  blame  for  the  course  that  has  been 
taken  has  been  placed  on  President  Tory, 
the  senate  of  the  university  and  on  myself. 
I  would  like  to  have  the  responsibility 
rest  on  the  proper  shoulders  as  I  am  sure 
some  of  the  criticism  would  not  have 
arisen  if  the  circumstances  had  been 
clearly  understood.  In  1907  the  legis- 
lature purchased  a  site  for  the  university, 
including  an  agricultural  college.  The 
responsibility  of  this  rests  on  the  old 
legislature,  and  it  has  to  take  the  blame 
or  credit.  The  action  was  taken  before 
Dr.  Tory  arrived  to  be  president  of  the 
university.  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  all 
the  agricultural  education  in  the  province 
given  within  the  walls  of  the  university 
or  college.    It  should  be  continued  as 
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the  C.P.R.  laughed  at  him  and  his 
proposition  for  western  shipments.  "We 
kept  at  it,"  he  said,  "and  this  year 
Mexico  alone  wanted  300,000  bushels 
of  grain  from  Alberta.  If  this  province 
cannot  be  depended  upon,  the  supply 
will  have  to  come  from  Kansas. 

"In  my  endeavor  to  develop  trade 
westward  I  have  caused  enmity,"  said 
Mr.  Warsnop.  "Mr.  W.  B.  Lanigan, 
assistant  freight  traffic  manager  of  the 
C.P.R..  has  told  me  to  my  face  that  as 
long  as  he  had  the  power  there  would 
be  no  grain  elevators  at  the  coast.  You 
made  me  haul  600  cars  of  grain  to  the 
coast  and  now  I  cannot  get  freight  for 
the  cars  going  back."  This  shows  that 
it  is  not  in  the  interest  of  the  C.P.R. 


to   encourage   western  shipments. 

"Already  I  have  begun  to  take  freight 
from  eastern  Canada  to  Vancouver 
via  the  Mexican  railway.  This  I  find 
I  can  do  30  per  cent,  cheaper  than  the 
C.P.R.  can  handle  it  across  the  trans- 
continental line.  I  am  willing  to  give 
the  committee  of  the  association  every 
information  in  regard  to  this  matter." 

Mr.  Warsnop  said  he  had  proposed 
to  the  premier  of  Alberta  and  British 
Columbia  the  erection  of  independent 
elevators  but  had  not  heard  Alberta's 
decision.  He  had  now  arrived  at  the 
point  that  unless  he  was  assured  of 
wheat  and  support  he  could  no  longer 
stand  single-handed  against  the  cor- 
porations. 
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Report  of  the  Annual  Convention  held  at  Calgary 
January  17,  18,  19,  1911 


Great  success  attended  the  annual  con- 
vention of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
held  in  Calgary  last  week.  There  was  an 
attendance  of  260  delegates  representing 
every  part  of  the  province  and  a  great 
deal  of  important  business  was  transacted. 
It  was  decided  to  make  another  canvass 
throughout  the  province  in  an  effort  to 
secure  a  pledge  of  50,000  hogs  for  the 
pork  packing  plant.  The  convention 
also  expressed  itself  as  in  favor  of  the 
public  ownership  of  internal  elevators 
and  also  of  having  Calgary  made  an  order 
point  and  a  terminal  point.  The  ex- 
ecutive will  make  representations  to  the 
federal  government  on  the  latter  sub- 
jects. The  outstanding  feature  of  the 
convention  was  the  manner  in  which  the 
Initiative  and  Referendum  was  regarded 
by  the  delegates.  It  was  said  by  a 
number  of  the  speakers  that  the  only 
possible  hope  for  the  success  of  govern- 
ment ownership  and  also  of  equitable 
legislation  was  that  the  people  must  own 
their  governments.  So  strong  was  the 
feeling  in  favor  of  Direct  Legislation  that 
every  candidate  for  office  in  the  conven- 
tion was  compelled  to  declare  himself  on 
this  subject  and  as  a  result  every  officer 
and  director  of  the  U.F.A.  for  the  next 
year  is  pledged  to  do  all  he  can  in  support 
of  Direct  Legislation.  The  convention 
gave  a  most  emphatic  recognition  of  the 
services  of  The  Grain  Growers'  Guide 
and  the  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Co., 
which  they  regarded  as  important  factors 
in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  organized 
farmers. 

Permanent  Office 

It  was  decided  by  the  convention  that 
the  U.F.A.  should  open  a  permanent 
central  office  in  charge  of  E.  J.  Fream, 
secretary-treasurer,  who  should  also  be 
organizer-in-chief. 

The  Government  Attitude 

The  convention  opened  at  10.30  on 
Tuesday  morning,  January  17th,  in  the 
city  hall  which  was  loaned  to  the  U.F.A. 
by  the  city  for  the  purpose.  After  a  few 
introductory  remarks  by  President  Bower 
and  an  address  of  welcome  by  Mayor 
Mitchell,  the  convention  was  addressed 
by  Hon.  Duncan  Marshall,  minister  of 
agriculture,  who  represented  the  provin- 
cial government.  Mr.  Marshall  dealt 
chiefly  with  the  various  subjects  which 


the  officers  of  the  U.F.A.  had  brought 
before  the  government  during  the  past 
year.  He  said  the  government  was  in 
favor  of  the  scheme  to  open  a  bureau  of 
labor  to  supply  harvest  hands  to  the 
farmers.  This  bureau  was  not  needed 
last  year  on  account  of  the  small  crop 
in  the  province  but  prospects  are  for  a 
bumper  crop  next  year  and  the  govern- 
ment would  be  glad  to  assist  in  supplying 
harvest  help.j  Another  resolution  pre- 
sented to  the  government  had  been  a 
request  to  investigate  the  markets  of 
British  Columbia.  Mr.  Marshall  ex- 
pressed regret  that  he  had  been  unable 
personally  to  attend  the  convention  in 
Vancouver  last  year  but  that  he  had  sent 
two  officials  of  his  department.  He  also 
said  that  he  had  read  Ppresident  Bower's 
report  upon  the  investigation  and  that  he 
considered  that  the  money  had  been  well 
spent  in  looking  into  conditions  in  the 
sister  province.  The  plan  was  to  con- 
tinue the  work  and  he  hoped  to  see  a 
large  measure  of  reciprocity  with  British 
Columbia.  He  was  very  glad  that  there 
was  no  tariff  wall  separating  the  two 
provinces  (applause).  Mr.  Marshall 
pointed  out  that  a  lot  of  time  had  been 
devoted  in  canvassing  the  provinces  to 
secure  pledges  for  hogs  for  the  pork 
packing  plant  but  only  12,725  hogs  had 
been  pledged.  As  this  was  only  one- 
fourth  of  the  amount  needed  the  govern- 
ment had  not  felt  justified  in  putting  any 
sum  in  the  estimates  this  year,  to  build 
the  plant.  In  regard  to  local  improve- 
ments the  government  has  decided  to  take 
another  year  for  investigation  and  to 
introduce  a  new  municipal  act  at  the 
next  session  of  the  legislature.  Sugges- 
tions from  farmers  and  from  cities  will 
be  gladly  received.  Personally  the  min- 
ister of  agriculture  said  he  would  like  the 
opinion  of  the  convention  upon  this  point. 
The  government  had  also  been  requested 
to  enact  legislation  and  make  notes  in 
payment  of  farm  machinery  payable  in 
April  or  May  rather  than  in  the  fall. 
He  pointed  out  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  legislate  on  such  a  matter  but  it  would 
be  better  for  the  convention  to  make  a 
suggestion  or  the  farmers  refuse  to  sign 
notes  payable  in  the  fall.  Mr.  Marshall 
pointed  out  that  legislation  had  been 
enacted  wiping  out  mortgage  clauses  in 
the  agreements  with  implement  com- 
panies.   It  was  a  plan  of  the  government 


to  go  even  further  in  this  matter  and  Mr. 
Marshall  thought  it  would  be  wise  to 
place  on  the  statute  books  a  standard 
agreement  between  machine  companies 
and  farmers  and  the  members  of  the 
government  were  all  in  favor  of  such  a 
plan  as  it  would  protect  the  farmers. 
Many  of  the  present  agreements  were 
very  hard  to  understand.  It  was  also 
the  plan  of  the  government  to  consolidate 
the  herd  laws,  the  pound  laws  and  the 
Estray  Animals'  Act  at  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature  because  the  present 
acts  were  not  considered  satisfactory. 
Mr.  Marshall  said  that  he  had  mentioned 
at  the  last  session  of  the  U.F.A.  that  the 
government  was  investigating  the  coal 
business  of  the  provinces  and  that  they 
had  found  it  a  big  order.  It  had  been 
necessary  to  send  men  half  over  the 
United  States.  Two  officials  of  the 
agricultural  department  had  been  working 
at  this  steadily  and  their  report  was  not 
ready.  They  would  meet  the  railway 
authorities  during  the  present  week  and 
demand  reduction  of  the  freight  rates  on 
coal  as  at  present  they  were  extortionate. 
If  satisfaction  were  not  secured  the  matter 
would  be  taken  before  the  railway  com- 
mission. Mr.  Stevens,  the  live-stock 
commissioner,  had  been  investigating  the 
live-stock  shipping  facilities  and  had  been 
taking  the  matter  up  with  Dr.  Rutherford, 
live  stock  commissioner  at  Ottawa.  Dr. 
Rutherford  was  in  favor  of  federal  legis- 
lation to  regulate  the  live  stock  shipping 
business  similar  to  the  regulation  of  the 
grain  trade. 

Demonstration  Farms 

The  government  was  already  taking 
action  to  have  demonstration  farms 
placed  in  different  parts  of  the  province. 
These  were  not  to  take  the  place  of  the 
agricultural  college  which  would  be  also 
needed.  The  chief  necessity  was  educa- 
tional facilities  which  would  reach  the 
men  on  the  farm.  The  minister  of 
education  was  strongly  in  favor  of  having 
agriculture  taken  up  in  the  common 
schools,  and  this  would  be  done  as  soon 
as  a  practical  scheme  could  be  worked  out. 
In  connection  with  each  of  the  demonstra- 
tion farms  there  would  be  an  agricultural 
school.  The  farms  would  be  run  in  the 
same  way  as  ordinary  farms  except  that 
the  superintendents  and  managers  would 
be  paid  by  the  department  of  agriculture. 
It  was  the  intention  to  make  these  farms 
practical  and  to  be  run  on  a  paying  basis. 
Mr.  Marshall  said  he  did  not  believe  in 
running  them  on  any  other  basis.  It  was 
the  intention  to  build  a  model  set  of  farm 
buildings  in  each  of  these  farms  and  to 
publish  the  plans  and  specifications  to- 
gether with  actual  cost  of  the  materials 
for  the  benefit  of  farmers  in  the  provinces. 
It  was  felt  that  bulletins  of  this  kind 


would  be  valuable  to  incoming  settlers. 
Short  course  schools  on  these  farms  would 
be  conducted  in  the  winter  for  the  benefit 
of  the  farmers.  These  farms  would  each 
be  one  half-section  in  size,  and  would  be 
used  to  work  out  practical  farm  problems. 
Mr.  Marshall  expressed  himself  as  strongly 
in  favor  of  customs  tariff  reduction  as  a 
necessity  for  agricultural  prosperity.  He 
hoped  the  Chicago  markets  would  soon 
be  open  to  the  farmers  of  the  West  and 
knew  that  it  would  greatly  encourage  the 
beef  industry.  He  declared  that  it  was 
the  radicals  of  every  country  who  had 
secured  the  reforms  and  said  that  the 
U.F.A.  could  well  afford  to  educate  the 
people  along  reform  lines  even  though 
these  reforms  might  not  be  secured  in  the 
immediate  future.  He  decided  that  no 
one  wanted  to  govern  the  people  in 
accordance  with  the  wants  and  wishes  of 
the  people  more  than  did  the  government. 
(Shout,  "Don't  believe  a  word  of  it"). 
Mr.  Marshall  said  that  the  government 
of  Alberta  was  very  much  in  sympathy 
with  the  U.F.A.  and  he  declared  that 
the  U.F.A.  had  done  more  to  help  him 
than  any  other  organization  in  Alberta. 

Visitors'  Greetings 

T.  A.  Crerar,  president  of  the  Grain 
Growers'  Grain  Company,  Winnipeg,  and 
F.  W.  Green,  secretary  of  the  Saskatche- 
wan Grain  Growers'  Association,  Moose 
Jaw,  were  called  upon  and  briefly  ex- 
pressed their  pleasure  at  being  present. 

The  first  business  taken  up  by  the  con- 
vention was  the  presentation  of  reports 
from  the  officers  and  committees  ap- 
pointed during  the  previous  year. 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 

The  following  address  was  delivered 
by  President  James  Bower. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
my  second  annual  report  at  this  the 
third  annual  convention  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta. 

We  have  again  reason  to  feel  and 
express  our  sense  of  deep  gratitude  and 
thankfulness  to  a  kind  Providence  for 
the  many  blessings  extended  to  us 
through  the  year.  It  is  true  that  we 
have  passed  through  a  year  of  great 
drought,  but  even  this  has  shown  itself 
in  many  ways  to  have  been  a  blessing 
in  disguise.  We  are  still  in  the  pioneer, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  experi- 
mental stage  of  our  country's  develop- 
ment, and  to  have  been  able  to  come 
through  a  season  of  such  great  drought 
with  such  wonderful  results,  where 
proper  methods  were  carried  on,  must 
surely  go  a  long  way  in  teaching  the 
ignorant  and  improvident,  more  provi- 


dent  and  intelligent  methods,  and  in 
giving  to  even  the  most  sceptical  a 
clearer  conception  of  and  a  firmer  faith 
in  our  beloved  Alberta's  varied  natural 
resources.  During  the  year  the  work 
of  our  association  has  been  assuming 
immense  proportions.  In  the  past  years 
we  have  expressed  a  sense  of  gratifica- 
tion that  new  avenues  of  increased  use- 
fulness and  influence  have  been  opening 
up  before  us;  these  avenues  are  still 
opening  and  still  widening  before  our 
vision,  and  may  it  be  that  our  sense 
of  true  perspective,  our  integrity,  our 
wisdom  and  our  ability  to  perform,  may 
ever  keep  pace  with  our  incresed  respon- 
sibilities. At  our  last  convention  a  vote 
was,  I  think,  unanimously  carried  that 
the  Interprovincial  Council,  of  which 
our  executive  were  members,  be  merged 
into  a  proposed  National  Council. 

This  having  also  been  carried  in  the 
other  provinces,  it  was  then  arranged 
to  meet  in  Prince  Albert  at  the  time  of 
the  Saskatchewan  convention.  Pursuant 
to  this  your  president  and  secretary 
were  instructed  to  be  present  at  the 
meeting  at  Prince  Albert,  where  was 
consummated  the  formation  of  the  Cana- 
dian National  Council  of  Agriculture, 
of  which  the  executive  of  this  associa- 
tion became  an  integral  and,  I  am  proud 
to  say,  no  mean  part. 

Work  of  Council 

The  work  of  that  council  during  the 
year  has,  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying, 
been  of  most  stupendous  proportions  and 
import.  They  have  been  the  means  of 
bringing  about  and  consolidating  a 
movement  which  has  for  its  object  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  agricultural 
classes;  a  movement  which  has  com- 
pelled the  admiration  and  respect  of  the 
whole  English-speaking  world  and  has 
been  responded  to  by  our  liberty-loving 
citizens  in  a  manner  I  think  hitherto 
unheard  of,  even  in  the  annals  of  this 
liberty-loving  Empire.  This  movement 
took  form  at  the  time  of  the  Dominion 
premier's  visit  to  the  West.  It  was  then 
arranged  that  a  consolidated  effort  be 
put  forth  to  bring  before  the  premier's 
notice  the  different  matters  of  national 
interest  which  had  been  engaging  the 
attention  of  the  amalgamated  associa- 
tions for  some  time.  While  some  of 
these  matters  have  been  the  chief  poli- 
tical issues  between  the  parties  for 
some,  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the  mem- 
bers of  our  farmers'  associations  all 
over  the  Dominion  that  they  have  lived 
up  to  the  principles  of  the  associations 
and  risen  superior  to  the  calls  of  their 
past  political  party  afl&liations,  and  with 
a  unanimity  of  purpose  that  means  suc- 


cess, have  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  in 
their  demands  for  fair  play. 

The  Ottawa  Delegation 

As  a  direct  result  of  this  movement 
an  inspiration  has  been  given  to  many 
in  different  parts  of  the  Dominion  who 
have  never  before  heard  the  farmers 
come  boldly  forward  and  assert  their 
rights.  It  has  given  heart  and  voice 
to  many  who  had  begun  to  despair  of 
ever  seeing  anything  but  graft  control 
the  affairs  of  the  nation,  and  has  cre- 
ated everywhere  a  desire  for  more  com- 
plete organization.  As  a  result  of  the 
organized  effort  put  forth  by  the  asso- 
ciations during  the  premier's  visit,  an 
invitation  was  extended  to  them  to  send 
a  deputation  to  Ottawa  to  confer  fur- 
ther on  the  different  matters.  The  coun- 
cil followed  this  up  by  organizing  a 
monster  delegation  from  among  the 
branches  to  go  with  the  deputation  to 
back  up  their  requests.  Many  branches 
nobly  responded,  sending  some  700  or 
800  delegates  to  support  the  executive. 
The  president  of  the  council  having 
called  the  full  board,  your  provincial 
executive  decided  to  go  in  full  force, 
as  did  the  other  provinces;  the  only 
exception  being  where  some  members 
were  too  ill  to  attend. 

As  you  are  fully  aware  of  the  subject 
matter  presented,  it  is  needless  for  me 
to  go  into  details.  I  just  wish  to  say, 
however,  that  the  council  decided  to 
take  up  no  new  matter,  but  only  such 
questions  as  had  been  fully  discussed 
and  agreed  upon  by  all  the  associations. 
In  this  way  a  united  front  was  formed, 
with  an  intelligent  and  enthusiastic 
support.  As  to  the  results  obtained  by 
the  delegation,  as  you  know,  a  very 
wide  publicity  has  been  given  by  the 
press  to  the  farmers'  requests  at 
Ottawa,  yet  in  very  few  cases  has  any 
had  the  hardihood  to  criticize  adversely 
the  stand  taken  by  the  farmers;  a 
splendid  tribiite  indeed  to  the  right- 
eousness of  the  farmers'  claims.  As  to 
the  reception  we  met  with  from  the 
political  parties,  much  thoughtless  criti- 
cism on  the  one  hand  and  much  self- 
interested  criticism  on  the  other  has 
been  indulged  in.  This  criticism  is, 
however,  altogether  premature.  The 
past  or  the  present  attitude  of  the  poli- 
tical parties  does  not  count  for  much. 
Surely  we  have  something  further  to 
say  in  the  matter.  If  the  political 
parties  chose  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
farmers'  requests,  then  so  much  the 
worse  for  the  political  parties,  but  it 
is  simply  preposterous  for  anyone  to 
imagine  that  the  work  of  the  delega- 
tion, whose  voice  was  heard    in  the 
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legislative  halls  at  Ottawa,  would  be 
unfruitful,  although  we  may  well  be- 
lieve that  graft  and  corruption  often 
play  too  great  a  part  in  the  affairs  of 
our  country.  Yet  it  is  foolish  to  mini- 
mize the  effect  of  the  moral  support 
that  has  been  given  to  those  of  our 
public  men  who  want  to  do  right. 

Will  Accomplish  Much 

Will  it  effect  the  results  of  the  pres- 
ent tariff  negotiations  with  the  United 
States? 

Will  it  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
railway  commission  in  making  their 
rulings  ? 

Will  it  put  the  true  attitude  of  the 
Canadian  farmer  in  a  clearer  light  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  mother  country 
and  the  rest  of  the  British  Empire? 

Will  the  remembrance  of  it  have  an 
influence  over  our  own  members  of  par- 
liament when  they  are  tempted  to  legis- 
late for  the  corporate  interests  and  not 
for  the  people? 

We  believe  it  will  do  all  of  these. 
The  crop  has  been  sown  and  it  is  ours 
as  good  husbandmen  to  nourish  and 
protect  it  that  it  may  flourish  and  grow 
and  bring  forth  fruit  abundantly. 

A  Successful  Year 

Coming  back  to  our  own  provincial 
work,  we  are  glad  to  report  a  busy  and 
successful  year.  The  different  branches 
of  the  work  have  been  in  charge  of 
committees  who  will  report  to  you  in 
due  course.  You  will  find  by  these  that 
the  work  of  the  U.F.A,  is  not  yet  com- 
pleted and  that  careful  thought,  mature 
deliberation  and  conscientious  action 
are  all  needed  to  insure  success  'and  to 
keep  up  the  status  and  high  ideals  of 
the  U.F.A.  The  organization  work  has 
been  steadily  going  on,  not  with  the 
rapidity  that  could  be  desired,  but  with 
substantial  results.  This  is  one  of  the 
still  unsolved  problems  that  will  come 
before  you — how  to  create  and  make 
more  stable  our  membership. 

The  advances  made  by  this  associa- 
tion for  better  trade  relations  with 
British  Columbia  have  been  cordially 
received  and  responded  to  by  the  peo- 
ple of  that  province.  Much,  however, 
remains  to  be  done  along  this  line.  The 
stand  taken  against  this  hj  some  of  the 
Alberta  city  boards  of  trade,  that  seem 
to  be  dominated  by  their  wholesale 
sections,  is  very  regrettable. 

B.C.  Trade  Important 

The  magnitude  of  our  present  trade 
relations  with  B.C.  and  their  future  pos- 
sible development   seems  to   be  alto- 


gether underestimated  by  the  general 
public,  more  especially  by  the  residents 
of  the  cities.  No  matter  what  outlets 
or  inlets  we  may  have  for  trade  and 
commerce  in  Alberta,  we  must  always 
remember  that  the  natural  ones  are  in 
and  through  B.C.  Even  our  grain  act 
and  elevator  system,  if  they  do  not  con- 
form to  western  trade  requirements, 
must  come  far  short  of  being  what  is 
best  for  Alberta.  The  chaotic  condi- 
tion in  which  the  affairs  of  the  provin- 
cial government  have  been  during  the 
year  have  made  it  impossible  to  carry 
out  some  of  the  work  which  has  been 
intrusted  to  the  executive  of  the  asso- 
ciation. 

In  view  of  the  reports  of  the  differ- 
ent committees  coming  before  you  it  is 
needless  for  me  to  further  review  the 
work  of  the  year.  There  are,  however, 
a  few  matters  which  have  been  taken 
up  for  which  no  committees  were  ap- 
pointed to  deal, 

The  Co-operative  Bill 

After  our  decided  stand  had  been 
taken  on  the  co-operative  bills  I  was 
approached  by  the  secretary  of  the  Ee- 
tail  Merchants'  Protective  Association 
and  was  asked  to  frankly  state  our 
position  and  why  we  wanted  these  bills 
to  be  made  law.  I  replied  that  as  we 
were  always  working  in  the  open  and 
were  quite  prepared  to  frankly  state  our 
position  in  everything,  and  while  these 
bills  had  been  promulgated  by  the  resi- 
dents of  the  cities,  yet  we  were  in  ac- 
cord with  the  principle  and  that  when 
the  retail  merchants  undertook  to  dic- 
tate to  the  people  of  this  Dominion  as 
to  what  they  should  or  should  not  do, 
whether  they  should  or  should  not  be 
allowed  to  co-operate,  then  we  con- 
cluded it  was  time  for  us  to  take  a 
hand,  and  I  want  to  say  now  that  if 
the  retail  association  should  again  suc- 
ceed in  defeating  these  bills  we  need 
not  feel  downhearted;  they  were  not 
designed  by  the  agriculturalists,  and  if 
they  be  again  defeated,  we  will  come 
forward  next  year  with  a  bill  designed 
to  suit  both  the  city  and  the  country 
that  no  bunch  of  dictators  will  dare  to 
assail. 

Chilled  Meat  System 

As  to  the  beef  chilling  system,  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  make  of  this  a 
political  football  at  Ottawa.  The  nature 
of  the  bill  itself  appears  to  have  been 
very  much  misunderstood  by  the  play- 
ers. Some  days  before  our  delegation 
arrived  at  Ottawa  a  resolution  purport- 
ing to  be  on  the  subject  was  brought 
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forward  and  fought  out  on  strictly 
party  lines,  with  the  inevitable  result 
of  being  defeated.  Everyone  who  spoke 
on  the  subject,  as  reported  in  the 
pamphlets  circulated,  showed  the  most 
woeful  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  whole 
thing.  One  thing  was  painfully  evi- 
dent that  those  who  talked  on  both 
sides  of  the  house  were  after  all  more 
interested  in  what  the  political  effect 
would  be  and  what  effect  the  system 
w^ould  have  on  the  operators  rather 
than  on  the  producers.  This  was,  how 
ever,  very  largely  due  to  the  wrong 
presentation  of  the  matter  made  to  the 
minister  on  previous  occasions.  In  sub- 
sequent interviews  we  had  with  him  he 
admitted  that  new  light  had  been  given 
by  us,  and  promised  to  at  once  put  some 
of  his  officials  on  the  work  of  gathering 
information.  When  this  matter  comes 
before  you  for  discussion  Mr.  Warner 
and  Mr.  Speakman  will  be  able  to  give 
you  a  fuller  report,  as  they  were  on  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  Canadian 
Council  to  handle  the  matter  at  Ottawa. 

During  the  year  gone  by  as  in  the 
year  previous  everything  has  gone  to 
further  prove  the  wisdom  of  our  action 
of  two  years  ago  in  amalgamating  the 
two  old  associations,  the  A.F.A.  and  the 
Society  of  Equity. 

Our  conventions  in  the  past  have 
been  characterized  by  the  moderate  and 
rational  view  taken  by  the  members 
of  every  subject  brought  forward,  and 
while  abundant  enthusiasm  has  always 
been  in  evidence,  sane  councils  have  pre- 
vailed. That  we  will  not  be  lacking 
in  any  of  these  essentials  at  this  time  I 
am  sure. 

I  wish  to  thank  you  one  and  all  for 
the  sympathy  and  support  you  have 
given  me  during  the  year,  and  I  bespeak 
for  my  successor  in  office  the  same 
hearty  good  will  and  assistance  you 
have  given  me. 


VICE-PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 

The  following  address  was  delivered 
by  Vice-President  W.  J.  Tregillus. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  make  any 
lengthy  report,  but  a  few  thoughts 
suggested  by  the  experience  of  last  year's 
work  might  be  of  service  in  laying  out 
plans  for  the  future. 

When  I,  a  comparative  stranger,  came 
before  you  last  year,  with  the  definite 
object  of  enlisting  your  sympathies  in  the 
establishment,  on  a  useful  and  equitable 
basis,  of  an  agricultural  college  for 
Alberta,  no  oiie  was  more  surprised  than 
I  at  being  appointed  to  such  an  important 
oflfice  as  that  of  vice-president  of  this 


great  association.  You  graded  me,  and 
gave  me  a  certificate  for  No.  1  Northern. 
This  was  a  liberal  grading  and  a  high 
standard,  and  it  impressed  me  with  the 
sense  of  my  responsibility,  and  showed 
clearly  what  was  expected  of  me.  Gentle- 
men, I  have  honestly  endeavored  to  live 
up  to  the  standard  you  set  me — and,  in 
returning  the  certificate  you  gave  me, 
sincerely  trust  that  I  have  measured  up 
to  your  expectations,  and  that  I  have 
retained  my  identity,  and  hope  that  I  am 
entitled  to  be  graded  out  by  the  same 
standard  by  which  I  was  graded  in. 

Must  Expect  Criticism 

In  following  any  given  policy — whether 
set  by  those  having  the  gift  of  office  or 
by  the  one  accepting  it — with  any  degree 
of  activity  one  is  certain  to  come  in 
conflict  with  some  interests  that  will 
create  criticism,  and,  as  you  know,  during 
my  year  of  office,  I  have  not  been  without 
these  welcome  evidences  of  progress. 

I  am  at  all  times  ready  and  willing  to 
explain  my  actions  and  give  my  reasons 
for  them,  feeling  that  any  person  holding  • 
public  office  should  act  as  if  he  were  in  a 
glass  case — open  to  view  from  four  sides. 
If  he  does  this  he  cannot  fail  to  obtain 
and  retain  the  confidence  of  his  electorate. 
My  year's  work  has  been  to  me  one  of 
great  educational  value,  and,  as  I  under- 
stand our  secretary  will  give  you  any 
figures  necessary,  dealing  with  my  work, 
I  will  not  refer  to  them,  but  would  like 
briefly  to  consider  with  you  a  few  of  the 
lessons  growing  out  of  the  experiences 
obtained. 

After  attending  conventions,  confer- 
ences and  delegations,  and  coming  into 
contact  with  the  different  members  of  our 
organization  in  all  parts  of  the  province, 
three  thoughts  have  struck  me  with 
increasing  force  and  absorbing  interest. 
The  first  two  are  the  material  of  which 
this  society  is  composed,  and  the  mighty 
power  it  will  wield  when  its  organization 
is  complete.  The  last  thought  meets  us 
at  every  turn;  it  is  the  appalling  amount 
of  work  still  waiting  to  be  done. 

If,  by  considering  the  first  two  thoughts, 
we  can  find  a  solution  to  the  last,  if  we 
can  devise  some  scheme,  outline  some 
practical  policy,  work  out  some  means 
that  will  touch  every  farmer  in  the 
province,  quicken  him  into  a  realization 
of  his  advantages  and  responsibilities, 
and  galvanize  him  into  active,  earnest, 
real  life,  we  shall  have  accomplished  one 
of  the  greatest  achievements  possible  for 
an  organization. 

Success  is  Certain 

With  regard  to  the  members  of  our 
organization,  no  one  can  be  closely  asso- 
ciated -  with  them   without  discovering 
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some  of  the  finest  characters  it  is  possible 
to  find  in  any  community,  and  the  in- 
fluence and  enthusiasm  obtained  from 
contact  with  such  should  inspire  the 
heart  and  soul  of  any  man,  stimulating 
him  to  the  greatest  effort,  filling  him 
with  the  greatest  hope,  assuring  him  that, 
with  such  in  our  ranks,  success  cannot  be 
withheld.  If  we  faithfully  continue,  vic- 
tory is  ours;  for  we  have  amongst  us  men 
of  broad  minds  and  high  aspirations. 
Our  domestic  animals  and  the  wild 
animals  of  the  prairies  provide  for  and 
protect  their  offspring  by  instinct.  If 
we  but  care  for,  and  protect  our  own 
families  and  interests,  we  are  no  better 
than  the  animals;  but  when  we  seek  to 
lift  humanity  to  a  higher  plane,  then, 
and  only  then,  do  we  show  our  humanity 
and  justify  the  intelligence  with  which 
we  have  been  endowed.  We  have  men 
who  are  "soldiers  of  the  common  good," 
who  live  not  only  in  the  present,  but  for 
the  future  as  they  see  it;  who  are  above 
the  petty  human  failings  that  impede  true 
progress;  men  who  see  hope  for  bettering 
present  conditions,  and  who  do  not  allow 
anything  to  darken  the  light  of  that  hope; 
they  have  the  heart  of  manhood  to  cast 
their  influence  with  the  forces  that  make 
people  strong  and  free,  and  if  they  suffer 
loss,  they  rejoice  that  they  have  been 
friends  of  the  common  man  and  servants 
of  the  higher  law. 

Built  on  Equity 

Our  motto  is  "Equity,"  and  if  our 
association  is  built  on  that  foundation — 
that  which  is  right  and  just — with  such 
men  as  described  above  as  builders,  what 
is  there  that  we  cannot  accomplish?  To 
my  mind,  nothing,  and  I  repeat  we  can 
wield  a  mighty  power,  but  we  are  only 
just  now  beginning  to  develop  our  vision, 
to  sufficiently  realize  how  mighty  that 
power  will  be,  and  those  of  us  who  are 
looking,  can  see  it  from  every  angle,  and, 
seeing  the  possibilities,  we  are  in  duty 
bound  to  live  up  to  our  opportunities. 
Let  us  see  to  it  that  we  do,  or  we  shall  be 
held  responsible. 

During  our  recent  trip  to  Ottawa, 
everyone  was  impressed  with  the  fact 
that,  although  the  premier  did  not  at 
first  realize  our  power,  it  was  not  long 
before  he  did.  His  colleagues  recognized 
it,  the  people  recognized  it,  the  press 
recognized  it,  and  I  think  we  might  say, 
the  world  recognizes  it.  We  have  the 
most  eloquent  testimony  possible  in  the 
activity  of  the  protected  interests;  the 
apologetic  attitude  of  our  parliamentary 
representatives,  who  are  beginning  to 
realize  that  we  are  awakening  from  our 
long  sleep,  and  discovering  that  govern- 
ment exists  to  regulate  common  affairs, 
and  that  every  human  being  that  comef 


under  the  dominion  of  government  has  a 
right  to  a  voice  in  its  administration; 
and  that  we  are  rapidly  coming  to  the 
conclusion  that  our  representatives  some- 
times not  only  misrepresent  us,  but  are 
seeking  their  own  advancement  by  playing 
into  the  hands  of  our  exploiters;  I  say 
sometimes,  and  they  also  see — if  they  are 
the  least  bit  observant — that  they  are 
driving  us  to  the  only  possible  conclusion 
to  which  we  can  come,  viz: — that  if  we 
want  any  alteration  in  our  government, 
if  we  want  just  laws,  if  we  want  the 
affairs  of  this  province  or  this  Dominion 
administered  for  the  benefit,  and  in  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  whom  we  are 
the  major  part,  we  must  do  it  ourselves 
by  sending  men  from  our  own  ranks,  or 
voting  only  for  those  who  will  pledge  them- 
selves to  actively  support  what  we  need 
in  reforms.  Let  us  realize  the  value  of 
our  vote;  hitherto  we  have  given  little 
thought  to  this.  We  seem  to  have  for- 
gotten at  what  cost  it  was  given  to  us, 
how  our  forefathers  handed  it  to  us 
through  blood  and  tears,  and  resolve  that 
we  will  never  again  part  with  such  a 
priceless  treasure  as  our  vote,  unless, 
in  return  for  something  of  equal  value. 
Make  Use  of  Power 
Although  we  have  been  a  long  time 
realizing  the  might  of  our  power,  now 
that  we  do  realize  it,  and  it  is  firmly 
established  in  our  minds,  we  are  going  to 
make  use  of  it,  and  not  forget  that  our 
strength  lies  only  in  our  unity.  This 
fact  was  the  greatest  eye-opener  at 
Ottawa  that  farmers  ever  had.  We  were 
surprised  to  find  how  completely  all 
matters  so  vital  to  our  well-being  were 
held  in  common  by  farmers  from  the  East 
and  West,  and  we  felt  that,  with  more 
enlightenment,  better  education  and  good 
men  as  leaders  on  the  farms  of  this  great 
Dominion,  we  have  an  army  without 
equal  for  efficient  enthusiastic  work, 
which  will  bring  about  a  betterment  of 
present  conditions,  thus  making  this 
world  what  the  Creator  intended  it  to 
be — a  place  where  there  shall  be  equal 
rights  for  all,  and  special  privileges  for 
none.  Let  nothing  less  than  this  content 
us. 

The  year  just  gone  has  been  a  most 
successful  one,  but  with  our  increasing 
numbers  and  increasing  strength,  comes 
also  increasing  work,  and  if  we  are  to 
successfully  grapple  with  the  greatest 
problems  confronting  us,  we  must  be 
prepared  to  undertake  an  active  cam- 
paign to  organize  systematically  the 
whole  province,  for  we  have  reached  that 
stage  of  development  that  calls  for  a  big 
step  forward,  which,  if  not  taken  advan- 
tage of,  will  lead  to  irreparable  loss,  by 
miwing  an  opportunity  that  may  not  for 
years  present  itself  again. 
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Aims  Must  be  High 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr. 
Speakman  at  the  great  convention  at 
Ottawa,  which  was  so  enthusiastically 
received  and  unanimously  adopted,  will, 
if  lived  up  to,  be  a  boon  to  this  Dominion, 
Many  good  suggestions  have  also  been 
given  by  several  members  of  the  U.F.A., 
notably  those  contained  in  Mr.  Glam- 
beck's  letters,  also  in  the  editorials  of 
The  Guide.  Our  aim  must  be  to  get 
into  touch  with  every  farmer  in  the 
province,  and  in  order  to  do  this  we  must 
strengthen  our  central  organization,  so 
that  we  can  follow  up  every  kind  of  work 
to  a  successful  conclusion.  We  should 
be  strongly  represented  at  every  meeting 
of  farmers  in  the  province,  putting  the 
claims  of  the  association  before  it.  We 
must  exercise  the  greatest  possible  care 
in  the  choice  of  our  leaders,  and  it  has 
been  suggested,  and  the  suggestion  is 
undoubtedly  a  good  one,  that  every 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  should 
be  allowed  at  least  five  minutes  at  this 
convention  to  state  his  principles,  thereby 
giving  the  association  the  opportunity  of 
preventing  the  principles  as  adopted  by 
the  U.F.A.  being  discussed,  except  in  a 
favorable  light,  at  any  public  meeting. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  the  directors, 
although  selected  for  and  from  the  dis- 
tricts they  are  intended  to  represent, 
should  be  elected  by  the  convention  as  a 
whole,  in  the  same  way  the  directors  at 
large  were  so  successfully  elected  last  year. 

While  we  need  all  the  experience  and 
wisdom  possessed  by  the  older  men,  I 
feel  we  should  introduce  some  young 
blood  into  our  directorate.  Besides  the 
advantages  of  their  youthful  enthusiasm 
and  optimism,  we  should  be  training  our 
future  leaders,  who  will  need  to  be 
increasingly  experienced  with  the  growth 
of  our  cause.  We  want  men,  taking  the 
word  in  its  broadest  and  biggest  sense, 
men  with  a  vision,  men  who  will  be  as 
interested  in  one  part  of  the  province  as 
another,  and  who  know  the  needs  and 
can  see  the  possibilities  of  the  association, 
and  are  willing  to  give  some  time  to  its 
affairs,  men  who,  when  they  undertake 
the  work,  may  be  depended  on  to  carry 
it  through,  men  who  have  the  courage  of 
their  convictions,  who  are  independent  of 
government,  or  any  other  influence,  men 
who  feel  that  the  producer  does  not  exist 
solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  consumer  and 
the  privileged  classes,  men  who  feel  that 
the  people  should  own  the  government, 
and  not  be  owned  by  the  government. 
These  are  the  men  we  need.  Fortunately, 
we  have  them  in  our  ranks,  as  well  as  in 
our  officers,  and  this  convention  may  well 
spend  time  in  their  selection,  for  on  their 
choice  largely  depends  the  success,  not 


only  of  this  year's  work,  but  the  work  of 
the  years  to  come. 

The  Task  Ahead 

When  we  look  at  the  task  before  us,  our 
need  is  eloquently,  though  silently,  ex- 
pressed. We  see  the  privileged  classes, 
combines  and  corporations  that  are 
arranged  against  us,  obtaining  the  best 
brains  that  their  ample  means  can  procure, 
and  governments  have  their  campaign 
funds  augmented  by  these  corporations. 

The  fight  which  we  commenced  with 
our  march  to  Ottawa  is  still  on,  and 
although  we  shall  find  it  no  easy  one,  we 
are  looking  forward  to  the  shout  of 
victory,  in  which  all  thoughts  of  the 
fight,  the  hardships  and  the  sacrifices  will 
be  forgotten.  But  the  fight  will  require 
funds  as  well  as  men,  and  I  believe  that 
both  will  be  forthcoming.  In  addition 
to  the  added  revenue  from  our  increasing 
members,  I  believe  we  can,  by  opening  a 
voluntary  subscription  list,  find  a  way  of 
making  up  any  deficiency  that  may  occur. 
Many  have  expressed  their  willingness  to 
subscribe,  and  amounts  from  one  dollar 
to  twenty-five  dollars  will  be  freely  given. 
I  should  like  to  see  this  done. 

In  concluding,  I  would  like  to  express 
my  sincere  gratitude  to  all  my  colleagues 
for  their  help  and  forbearance,  especially 
to  my  friend,  Mr.  Fream,  for  his  ever- 
ready  and  willing  help.  He  is  a  tower 
of  strength  to  this  association.  My 
thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  T.  L.  Swift, 
who  has  not  only  befriended  me,  but 
must  be  accounted  a  friend  of  the  associa- 
tion. If  ever  I  envied  any  m^an  it  is  an 
Irishman,  and  that  Irishman  is  Mr.  T.  L. 
Swift,  for  his  impressive  power  of  speech, 
and  his  inimitable  way  of  pinning  his 
points  on  the  minds  of  his  hearers  by  his 
apt  humorous  illustrations.  I  would  also 
offer  my  best  thanks  to  the  many  friends 
in  different  parts  of  the  province,  who 
have  shown  so  much  kindness  and 
hospitality,  when  we  have  been  permitted 
to  visit  them. 


DIRECTORS'  REPORT  FOR 
YEAR  1910 

Following  is  the  report  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  which  was  presented  by 
Mr.  Jas.  Speakman: 

The  past  year  has  been  a  busy  one 
in  the  history  of  the  association,  and 
several  questions  of  moment  to  the 
farmers  of  Alberta  in  particular,  as 
well  as  the  farmers  of  Canada  in  gen- 
eral, have  been  under  the  consideration 
of  your  Board  of  Directors  and  by  the 
executive  committee  appointed  by  your 
directors. 
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Immediately  after  the  last  annual 
convention,  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
structions given  at  that  time,  your 
directors  took  up  the  subject  of  the 
agricultural  college  which  had  been  been 
referred  to  them  by  the  convention. 
After  fully  considering  the  matter  your 
directors  met  the  members  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  submitted  a  proposition 
that  there  should  be  established  in  con- 
nection with  the  college  in  various 
parts  of  the  province  agricultural 
schools  with  practical  demonstration 
farms  attached  thereto,  and  requested 
further  that  the  farmers  be  given  fair 
and  equitable  representation  on  the  gov- 
erning board  of  the  college. 

Losses  Caused  by  Railroads 

Your  directors  also  took  up  the  ques- 
tion of  the  loss  experienced  by  many  of 
the  settlers  to  the  south  of  Vegreville, 
and  secured  a  promise  from  the  govern- 
ment that  the  prosecution  of  this  case 
would  be  undertaken  by  the  government 
against  the  railway  company  as  a  test 
case,  so  that  the  liability  of  the  com- 
pany could  be  fully  established.  Un- 
fortunately, however,  before  this  pro- 
mise could  be  carried  out,  chaos  broke 
out  in  the  government  ranks,  the  mem- 
bers interested  resigned  and  the  result 
is  that  the  case  is  still  unsettled. 

Your  directors  assisted  in  the  org-ani- 
zation  of  the  Canadian  Council  of  Agri- 
culture at  the  meeting  held  at  Prince 
Albert,  and  through  this  council  have 
taken  up  several  questions  of  interest. 
Your  president  was  appointed  chairman 
of  the  railway  committee  by  the  coun- 
cil and  a  large  amount  of  work  has  been 
done  by  this  committee  in  trying  to  get 
the  vexatious  question  of  the  liability 
of  railway  companies  for  stock  killed 
upon  the  track  settled  once  for  all.  Your 
directors  expressed  the  view  that  seri- 
ous losses  ruinous  to  settlers  were  being 
incurred  by  reason  of  stock  being  killed 
upon  the  railways  because  of  inefficient 
cattle  guards,  the  absence  of  cattle 
guards,  poor  fences  or  the  absence  of 
fences  altogether,  and  that  the  railways 
evade  payment  of  claims  by  reason  that 
the  present  law  does  not  properly  safe- 
guard the  interests  of  the  stock  owners, 
and  suggested  as  a  remedy  that  the  rail- 
way companies  be  made  liable  for  all 
stock  killed,  unless  such  stock  were 
killed  upon  the  railway  crossings  by 
reason  of  the  negligence  of  the  owners, 
the  onus  of  proof  of  such  negligence  to 
be  borne  by  the  railway  companies. 

Re  Wire  Fence 

Following  some  correspondence  with 
parties  in  Alberta  your  directors  author- 


ized the  secretary  to  enter  into  a  con- 
tract with  a  woven  wire  fence  company 
which  enabled  the  members  of  the 
U.F.A.  to  secure  this  wire  at  a  reduced 
price.  It  was  late  in  the  year  before 
this  contract  was  entered  into,  but  sev- 
eral members  took  advantage  of  the 
offer  and  secured  their  wire  through  the 
association.  In  connection  with  this 
matter  it  might  be  stated  that  com- 
plaints have  been  received  by  the  asso- 
ciation that  there  was  discrimination 
in  the  freight  rates  in  favor  of  barbed 
wire,  as  compared  with  woven  wire. 
This  was  investigated  and  it  was  found 
that  the  rates  were  identical  for  both 
kinds  of  wire.  Your  directors  also  took 
up  with  the  Dominion  government  the 
matter  of  the  duty  on  wire  and  asked 
to  have  all  kinds  of  wire  placed  on  the 
free  list  as  many  farmers  prefer  to 
weave  their  own  fences,  but  so  far  the 
duty  has  not  been  removed,  at  least  your 
directors  have  not  been  informed  to 
this  effect. 

Stock  Killed  on  Track 

Your  directors  have  taken  up  several 
cases  in  regard  to  stock  being  killed 
upon  the  railway  track,  and  it  was  de- 
cided to  find  out  just  what  could  be  done 
in  the  matter.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  be  of  assistance  to  the  farm- 
ers interested  in  these  cases.  It  is  felt, 
however,  that  nothing  can  be  done  to 
materially  relieve  these  parties  until 
the  law  is  amended,  and  it  would  there- 
fore not  be  advisable  to  start  a  test 
case  in  connection  with  same.  Several 
complaints  were  taken  to  the  Railway 
Commission,  but  the  answer  received 
was  that  the  commission  had  not  juris- 
diction in  the  matter  and  the  complain- 
ants must  take  their  case  to  a  civil 
court.  With  the  vexatious  delays  'and 
appeals  which  are  there  experienced,  not 
much  chance  for  relief  will  be  forth- 
coming until  the  act  is  properly 
amended. 

Machinery  Disputes 

Another  matter  which  your  directors 
enquired  into  was  that  of  a  dispute 
relating  to  a  machinery  deal  between  a 
m'achine  company  and  a  farmer.  This 
case  was  carried  through  all  the  courts 
of  Alberta,  and  the  farmer  secured  a 
verdict  in  every  instance.  The  company 
then  announced  their  intention  of  ap- 
pealing the  case  to  Ottawa,  and  the 
assistance  of  the  U.F.A.  was  invoked. 
The  matter  was  discussed  and  the  evi- 
dence relating  to  the  case  was  read  care- 
fully; besides  this,  several  interviews 
were  arranged  with  the  machine  com- 
pany and  at  last  an  offer  was  made 
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which  your  directors  considered  very- 
fair.  After  fully  studying  the  offer  your 
directors  advised  the  acceptance,  as  it 
seemed  from  reading  the  evidence  that 
the  case  was  a  very  technical  one  and 
that  if  it  was  taken  to  Ottawa  where 
the  trial  judges  would  not  be  acquainted 
with  the  Western  conditions  that  the 
verdict  must  necessarily  go  to  the  com- 
pany. Taking  this  into  consideration, 
together  with  the  compromise  offer 
made,  your  directors  thought  nothing 
could  be  gained  by  suggesting  a  further 
fight.  The  compromise  was  refused, 
however,  by  the  party  who  had  applied 
for  assistance  from  the  association,  and 
seeing  that  nothing  further  could  be 
gained,  your  directors  then  withdrew 
from  further  consideration  of  the  case. 
The  appeal  was  carried  to  Ottawa  and 
at  this  court  the  former  verdicts  were 
reversed  and  the  company  received  a 
verdict  for  their  claim.  This  whole  case, 
it  might  be  stated,  hinged  to  a  large 
extent  on  the  matter  of  a  guarantee 
which  goes  with  machinery. 

Pork  Packing  Agreements 

Your  directors  forwarded  a  strong 
recommendation  to  the  members  recom- 
mending that  the  proposed  pork  pack- 
ing agreements  should  be  signed,  but  the 
response  to  this  appeal  has  not  been 
very  great  and  the  number  of  hogs 
guaranteed  fall  far  short  of  the  quan- 
tity desired.  This  is  a  matter  which 
should  have  attention  and  possibly 
some  means  should  be  devised  whereby 
the  association  will  undertake  the  work 
of  carrying  on  the  canvass  necessary 
to  secure  the  signatures  to  the  contracts. 

Sir  Wilfrid's  Tour 

Early  in  the  year  word  was  received 
that  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  would  make 
a  tour  of  the  West,  and  your  directors 
prepared  a  case  for  presentation  to  him. 
It  was  decided  to  meet  him  at  Eed  Deer, 
and  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  there 
your  directors  had  the  privilege  of 
placing  before  him  the  views  of  the 
association  on  several  matters  which 
were  of  interest  to  the  West.  The 
presentatisn  took  the  form  of  resolu- 
tions, and  papery  were  also  read  by 
different  members  of  your  board  endors- 
ing and  emphasizing  the  views  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolutions.  Your  direc- 
tors received  material  assistance  from 
local  unions  in  various  parts  of  the 
province  which  were  situated  near  a 
place  where  the  premier  made  a  stop, 
for  in  almost  every  instance  he  was  met 
by  deputations  of  members  from  these 
unions  who  pointed  out  that  they  were 
thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  reso- 


lutions of  the  association  and  that  the 
wishes  expressed  therein  were  a  fair 
indication  of  the  feeling  throughout  the 
whole  province.  At  Lethbridge  your 
directors  assisted  the  local  unions  in 
the  south  to  present  their  case.  The 
subjects  presented  and  dealt  with  in 
the  various  resolutions  and  papers  were 
as  follows: 

1.  The  Chilled  Meat  question. 

2.  Terminal  Elevators. 

3.  The  Railway  question. 

4.  The  Tariff  case. 

5.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Eailway. 

6.  Co-operative  legislation. 

The  result  of  these  interviews  is 
known  to  all  so  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  further  dwell  upon  same  in  this 
report. 

The  Western  Route 

Following  up  the  report  of  the  trans- 
portation committee  and  the  remarks 
of  the  Hon.  A,  C.  Rutherford,  late 
premier  of  Alberta,  as  given  to  the  last 
convention,  the  matter  of  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Western  route  and  the  need 
of  securing  closer  trade  relations  be- 
tween the  two  Western  provinces — Al- 
berta and  British  Columbia — has  not 
been  forgotten.  In  August  last  'a  con- 
ference was  held  in  Vancouver  to  fully 
consider  this  matter.  The  business  in- 
terests of  British  Columbia  were  well 
represented  at  this  conference,  while 
your  directors  had  the  assistance  of  the 
deputy  minister  of  agriculture  and  the 
dairy  commissioner  for  Alberta,  who 
were  representing  the  government.  This 
conference  has,  your  directors  believe, 
resulted  in  much  good  and  will  tend  to 
draw  the  two  provinces  closer  together, 
as  during  the  three  days  of  the  con- 
ference it  was  found  that  the  people  of 
British  Columbia  were  desirous  of  work- 
ing closer  together  with  Alberta  and 
that  they  would  assist  the  association 
as  far  as  it  was  possible  for  them  to 
do  so.  A  series  of  resolutions  were 
passed  which  have  been  submitted  to 
the  governments  of  the  two  provinces 
for  consideration  and  'action.  One  of 
the  main  questions  up  for  discussion 
at  this  convention  was,  of  course  that 
of  the  Western  grain  route  and  the  need 
for  storage  facilities  on  the  Pacific 
coast.  The  delegates  from  Alberta 
listened  to  some  arguments  presented 
by  parties  interested  in  some  projected 
private  enterprise,  but  stuck  steadfast 
to  the  principle  which  has  been  laid 
down — that  of  government  ownership 
of  all  terminal  elevator  facilities  at  the 
Pacific    coast — and    a    resolution  was 
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passed  to  this  effect.  Another  question 
of  interest  which  came  up  for  consid- 
erable discussion  consisted  of  the  need 
of  a  proper  system  of  hay  inspection 
and  for  a  standard  of  quality  to  be 
established.  The  result  of  the  discus- 
sion was  that  a  strong  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted  recommending 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Inspection 
a  ad  Sale  act  should  be  extended  to 
Western  Canada  and  that  standards  for 
hay  suitable  to  the  needs  of  the  West 
should  be  established. 

Meat  Inspection 

Another  important  subject  dealt  with 
■was  that  of  meat  inspection.  It  was 
shown  that  the  present  system  of  in- 
spection is  all  in  favor  of  the  big  dealer 
or  shipper  of  dressed  or  cured  meats, 
and  that  the  small  independent  dealers 
■were  unable  to  ship  out  of  the  province 
in  which  they  were  located  except  at 
great  trouble  and  inconvenience.  It 
was  felt  that  this  was  unjust  and  a 
resolution  was  adopted  recommending 
the  two  provincial  governments  to  in- 
vestigate the  subject  and  if  possible 
bring  in  legislation  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  provincial  or  munici- 
pal abattoir  systems  which  would  be 
under  government  inspection  and  which 
would  therefore  answer  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  Meat  Inspection  act. 

It  was  further  decided  to  request  that 
legislation  be  passed  making  it  com- 
pulsory for  all  commission  merchants 
handling  any  description  of  farm  pro- 
duce to  be  licensed  and  bonded  after 
the  plan  set  forth  in  the  Manitoba 
Grain  act. 

It  was  decided  also  that  the  U.F.A. 
should  assist  the  Vancouver  Board  of 
Trade  in  the  presentation  of  their  case 
charging  discriminatory  rates  on  goods 
transported  from  Vancouver  to  points 
eastward,  on  grain  and  other  produce 
shipped  from  Alberta  points  westward, 
and  on  passenger  rates  as  compared 
with  other  portions  of  Canada.  The 
first  hearing  of  this  case  was  at  Van- 
couver, and  the  U.F.A.  was  represented 
by  the  president,  who  gave  evidence 
which  was  of  material  assistance  to  the 
case.  A  signal  victory  was  gained  at 
this  hearing  when  the  C.P.E.  admitted 
the  discrimination,  and  undertook  to 
show  that  same  was  justifiable.  The 
case  was  then  adjourned  to  enable  the 
company  to  prepare  and  present  their 
arguments  on  this  question,  and  notice 
has  been  received  that  the  case  will  be 
heard  at  Montreal  on  January  23.  If 
the  contention  of  the  complainants  is 
upheld  in  this  matter  it  will  mean  a 
great  advantage  to  the  farmers  of  West- 


ern Canada  as  well  as  to  the  merchants 
on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Draft  for  Incorporation 

Your  directors,  in  answer  to  several 
requests,  decided  to  prepare  a  draft  act 
of  incorporation,  and  this  is  presented 
for  your  approval.  The  act  is  based 
upon  the  act  incorporating  the  Sas- 
katchewan Grain  Growers'  Association. 

A  question  which  is  every  day  becom- 
ing more  prominent  is  that  of  Direct 
Legislation.  Numerous  requests  have 
been  received  for  a  short  pamphlet 
dealing  with  this  subject,  and  your 
directors  are  pleased  to  state  that  they 
have  received  word  that  a  booklet  on 
this  subject  is  now  being  prepared  and 
will  be  ready  for  distribution  at  an 
early  date. 

Carload  Weights 

Having  noticed  reports  to  the  effect 
that  certain  public  bodies  were  working 
to  have  the  minimum  carload  weights 
considerably  increased,  your  directors 
enquired  into  this  matter  with  the  result 
that  a  protest  has  been  made  against 
any  change  in  the  present  minimum 
weights  allowed  for  carload  lots.  At 
the  present  time  it  is  a  very  hard  mat- 
ter to  get  cars  of  small  enough  capacity 
for  certain  needs,  and  this  is  particu- 
larly true  when  farmers  or  small  deal- 
ers in  British  Columbia  try  to  order 
direct  from  the  Prairie  Provinces.  It 
often  happens  that  the  capacity  for 
storage  is  limited  and  a  thirty  thousand 
pound  car  is  required,  and  if  the  pro- 
posal to  raise  the  minimum  weight  is 
successful  it  will  mean  that  this  busi- 
ness will  be  seriously  affected.  For  this 
reason  and  also  that  it  seemed  to  be  a 
further  attempt  to  benefit  the  larger 
dealers  at  the!  expense  of  the  small  man 
this  protest  has  been  entered. 

The  Ottawa  Delegation 

Following  the  work  done  by  the  West- 
ern associations  at  the  time  of  Sir  Wil- 
frid Laurier's  visit,  the  Canadian  Coun- 
cil of  Agriculture  made  the  suggestion 
that  a  delegation  of  organized  farmers 
should  proceed  to  Ottawa  and  further 
present  the  case.  The  suggestion  was 
enthusiastically  received  and  the  result 
was  that  possibly  the  largest  delegation 
which  has  ever  visited  Ottawa  waited 
upon  the  government  and  again  pre- 
sented the  views  of  the  farmers  on 
the  different  subjects  of  moment.  The 
delegation  was  received  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  U.F.A. 
was  honored  by  having  delegates  chosen 
to  assist  in  presenting  the  elevator  case, 
while  the  chilled  meat,  railway  and  co- 
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operative  questions  were  presented  en- 
tirely by  Alberta  delegates.  The  con- 
vention was  an  inspiring  one  and  those 
who  were  privileged  to  be  present  will 
long  remember  the  stirring  addresses 
given  and  the  whole  hearted  enthusiasm 
displayed  by  everyone  present.  The 
presentation  took  place  such  a  short 
time  ago  that  the  subjects  dealt  with 
are  still  being  very  much  discussed 
throughout  the  country,  so  there  is  not 
mucii  need  to  dwell  upon  this  part  of 
the  case.  It  might  not  be  amiss,  how- 
ever, to  report  on  the  interviews  with 
the  government  after  the  public  presen- 
tation had  been  made.  Tlie  tariff  ques- 
tion, the  most  important  case  of  all, 
came  up  at  an  opportune  time  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  views  propounded  by 
the  delegation  will  have  a  material  re- 
sult upon  the  tariff  negotiations  now  in 
progress  between  Canada  and  the 
United  States. 

Terminal  Elevators 

The  government  requested  the  execu- 
tives to  wait  upon  them  and  discuss  the 
proposed  elevator  legislation  which  will 
be  introduced  at  the  present  session  of 
parliament.  Although .  this  proposed 
legislation  does  not  give  everything 
asked  for  at  the  present  time,  still  it  is 
a  step  in  advance  and  the  machinery 
is  provided  whereby  the  government 
can  acquire  the  terminal  elevators  at 
a  later  date.  It  can  safely  be  said  that 
the  day  of  private  ownership  of  term- 
inal elevator  facilities  will  soon  be  })Hst. 
Tbp  rfprp«<Mit.ati vp*^  from  AlbprtJi  })pld 
out  strongly  for  tlie  immediate  erection 
of  lermiuai  facilities  at  the  Pacific 
coast  and  the  absolute  and  pressing  need 
for  relief  by  supplying  the  proper 
facilities  for  handling  grain  in  this 
direction.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
only  thing  which  has  saved  a  very  seri- 
ous blockade  in  Alberta  during  the  past 
year  was  the  crop  shortage,  and  it  is 
not  right  that  such  'a  serious  calamity 
as  faced  several  districts  two  and  three 
years  ago  when  no  cars  could  be  secured 
should  be  allowed  to  occur  again. 

On  the  chilled  meat  question  the  rep- 
resentatives were  at  least  able  to  con- 
vince the  government  of  the  sincerity 
of  the  farmers,  and  a  promise  was  se- 
cured that  the  whole  matter  should  be 
investigated  at  once. 

On  the  railway  question,  which  was 
presented  in  a  very  complete  paper,  the 
various  questions  were  taken  up  in  de- 
tail and  plans  were  proposed  whereby 
relief  could  be  granted.  As  far  as  the 
cattle  guard  and  fencing  questions  are 
concerned  the  delegation  has  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  Board  of  Railway  Com- 


missioners, who  are  thoroughly  conver- 
sant with  the  present  unsatisfactory 
state  of  affairs,  and  for  this  reason  it 
is  hoped  that  the  relief  asked  for  will 
be  granted.  A  request  was  also  made 
for  a  physical  valuation  of  all  railways 
and  that  density  of  traffic  and  compe- 
tition should  not  be  a  factor  in  determ- 
ining the  rates  charged. 

Movement  Nationalized 

More  than  anything  else,  however,  the 
great  achievement  accomplished  by  this 
delegation  was  the  nationalization  of 
the  farmers'  movement  in  Canada.  The 
far-reaching  effects  of  the  delegation 
cannot  be  realized  at  the  present  time 
and  it  may  be  years  before  the  full 
significance  of  this  movement  is  real- 
ized. It  will  be  of  interest  to  many 
to  know  that  a  full  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  delegation  will  be  pub- 
lished in  pamphlet  form  at  an  early 
date. 

Your  directors  took  up  with  the 
C.P.R.  officials  the  need  of  relief  being 
granted  to  the  farmers  of  Southern 
Alberta  by  allowing  them  to  get  their 
grain  and  feed  stuffs  from  Central  and 
Northern  Alberta  at  as  low  a  rate  as 
possible,  and  your  directors  are  pleased 
to  be  able  to  state  that  from  the  rep- 
resentations made  a  special  tariff  on 
feed  stuffs  from  points  from  Red  Deer 
north  has  been  published. 

Renewal  of  Notes 

Your  directors  also  took  up  with  the 
machine  companies  the  matter  of  al- 
lowing renewals  of  machine  notes  fall- 
ing due  this  fall  and  winter  in  the  dis- 
tricts which  were  affected  by  the  crop 
shortage  and  suggested  that  instruc- 
tions be  given  for  the  agents  to  be  as 
lenient  as  possible  in  these  cases  'and 
to  allow  for  renewals  whenever  it  could 
be  arranged.  Very  favorable  replies 
were  received  from  the  companies. 

Your  directors  also  took  up  the  mat- 
ter of  securing  better  accommodation 
for  stock  and  better  facilities  for 
handling  same  at  some  of  the  stock- 
yards and  were  successful  in  every 
instance,  the  improvements  asked  for 
being  promised. 

Your  directors  have  received  several 
requests  for  assistance  in  securing  seed 
grain  from  the  government  for  next 
spring.  This  matter  will  be  presented 
to  the  convention  for  consideration. 

Discriminatory  Rates 

Your  directors  have  entered  a  com- 
plaint against  the  C.P.R.  before  the 
Board  of  Railway  Commissioners,  alleg- 
ing that  the  rates  charged  on  certain 
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goods  over  the  railway  lines  in  Western 
Canada  as  compared  to  the  rates 
charged  for  the  same  commodities  for 
a  like  distance  in  Eastern  Canada  were 
strongly  discriminatory  in  favor  of  the 
Eastx  and  they  consequently  worked 
greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  West- 
ern shippers.  In  this  connection  it 
would  be  well  to  refer  to  a  recent  de- 
cision of  the  board  in  the  complaints  of 
the  Regina  and  Edmonton  Boards  of 
Trade.  These  complaints  were  to  a 
certain  extent  along  the  same  lines  as 
the  one  made  by  the  U.F.A.,  although 
they  referred  to  their  own  particular 
localities  only,  while  the  U.F.A.  com- 
plaint is  meant  to  cover  all  points.  The 
board  found  in  favor  of  the  complain- 
ants in  these  two  instances  and  the  de- 
cisions should  be  of  material  assistance 
to  the  U.F.A.  in  the  final  hearing  of 
the  case.  If  the  contention  of  the 
U.F.A.  is  upheld  the  result  cannot  help 
but  be  of  material  advantage  to  West- 
ern Canada. 

Organization  Funds  Needed 

In  regard  to  the  organization  work 
it  might  be  said  that  this  has  proceeded 
rapidly,  but  not  so  fast  as  it  would  have 
if  your  directors  had  not  been  handi- 
capped by  lack  of  funds.  It  is  hoped 
that  steps  will  be  taken  to  place  this 
most  important  part  of  the  work  on  a 
thorough  basis  by  which  every  part  of 
Canada  can  be  reached. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  state  all 
that  had  been  accomplished  or  taken  up 
during  the  past  year  in  one  general 
report,  and  this  is  given  to  show  that 
the  'association  has  not  been  idle.  It 
is  only  necessary  to  state  that  the 
U.F.A.  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing organizations  in  Western  Canada 
and  that  your  officers  are  shown  every 
courtesy  and  consideration  on  all  occa- 
sions. 

It  might  be  well  to  remind  you  that 
Alberta  is  differently  situated  to  the 
other  province  in  Western  Canada.  The 
agricultural  pursuits  followed  are  varied 
and  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  keep 
many  subjects  of  importance  to  the 
front  at  all  times.  For  this  reason  it 
may  be  said  that  the  U.F.A.  is  not  gain- 
ing m'any  points,  but  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten no  point  is  being  overlooked 
and  every  opportunity  is  being  grasped 
to  further  the  interests  of  the  organ- 
ized farmers.  One  of  the  greatest  needs 
at  the  present  time  is  that  of  education 
and  it  is  hoped  that  many  opportunities 
will  be  presented  during  this  year  along 
this  line. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  regret  that 
T  have  to  report  to  you  the  fact  that 


one  of  the  oldest  friends  and  workers 
in  the  cause  of  farmers'  organizations, 
one  who  was  an  officer  in  the  Alberta 
Farmers'  Association,  who  assisted  in 
the  amalgamation  of  the  two  old 
societies  and  who  was  in  1909  a  direc- 
tor of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
has  passed  away  to  the  great  beyond. 
We  refer  to  the  late  Mr.  George  Mc- 
Donald of  Olds,  and  are  sure  that^every 
delegate  present,  especially  those  who 
met  and  knew  him  at  former  conven- 
tions, will  realize  from  the  bare  mention 
of  his  name  that  a  hard  worker  indeed 
has  passed  from  our  midst,  and  that  all 
will  sympathize  with  his  sorrowing  wife 
and  family. 

Your  directors  wish  to  thank  all  for 
their  co-operation  during  the  past  year 
and  commend  to  you  the  many  serious 
and  important  questions  which  will  be 
presented  for  your  consideration  at  this, 
the  largest  convention  in  the  history  of 
the  organized  farmers  of  Alberta. 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

The  following  report  was  made  by 
E.  J.  Fream,  secretary  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta: 

In  presenting  my  second  annual  report 
to  the  delegates  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  affairs  of  the  Association  are  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition.  It  can  safely 
be  said  that  the  membership  has  doubled 
during  the  past  year  and  the  number  of 
unions  upon  the  books  is  now  216  as 
compared  with  122  last  year.  Not  only 
is  there  this  gratifying  increase  in  the 
number  of  unions  but  the  membership 
of  many  of  the  older  ones  has  increased 
two  and  three  fold.  This  is  gratifying 
indeed  and  shows  that  the  farmers  are 
realizing  the  need  and  the  value  of  an 
efficient  farmers'  organization. 

The  number  of  enquiries  received  and 
the  applications  on  file  at  the  present  time 
for  organizers  is  great  and  this  shows 
rather  conclusively  that  the  country  is 
now  ripe  for  further  progressive  organ- 
ization work  and  the  need  at  the  present 
time  is  more  money  and  assistance  to 
enable  this  organization  work  to  be 
pushed  to  the  fullest  extent.  It  is 
possible,  and  this  statement  is  made  in  all 
seriousness  after  a  careful  study  of  the 
situation,  to  effect  an  organization  in 
Alberta  during  the  next  twelve  months 
with  a  membership  of  at  least  25,000  and 
with  nearly  500  active  local  unions.  The 
country  is  ready  for  the  association  and 
the  association  must  become  ready  to  fill 
all  the  gaps  which  are  still  left  unorganized 
throughout  the  country.  We  cannot 
afford  to  lag  behind  at  the  present  time. 
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but  must'be  prepared  to  be  right  at  the 
front  and  to  be  the  leaders  on  all  the 
questions  of  moment,  also  to  take  up  the 
work  whenever  and  wherever  required. 

Circular  Letters 

Dealing  with  the  work  of  the  secretary's 
office  it  might  be  mentioned  that  during 
the  past  year  fifteen  circular  letters  have 
been  sent  out  to  the  local  unions,  fourteen 
from  the  secretary's  office  and  one,  dealing 
with  the  co-operative  petitions,  from  the 
office  of  our  official  organ,  The  Grain 
Growers'  Guide.  These  circulars  have 
taken  up  the  various  matters  which  have 
been  before  the  association  during  the 
year  and  have  to  a  large  extent  been  the 
means  of  keeping  the  central  association 
more  closely  in  touch  with  the  local  unions 
and  the  individual  members.  These 
circulars  seem  to  find  general  favor  and 
numerous  requests  have  been  made  that 
a  sufficient  quantity  should  be  printed 
to  enable  every  member  to  be  supplied 
with  a  copy.  This  would  entail  an 
enormous  expense  at  the  present  time 
and  is  therefore  out  of  the  question.  It 
might  be  mentioned,  however,  that  each 
circular  as  it  is  issued  appears  in  the 
Alberta  section  of  The  Guide  and  the 
members  who  are  subscribers  to  the 
official  organ  will  secure  a  copy  of  the 
circular  in  that  manner. 

With  the  rapid  growth  of  the  asso- 
ciation it  is  only  to  be  expected  that  the 
work  of  the  secretary's  office  will  become 
more  arduous.  That  this  expectation  has 
been  realized  may  be  gathered  from  the 
fact  that  the  postage  account  for  1910  was 
$218.56,  as  compared  with  $121.90  in  the 
year  previous.  The  number  of  letters, 
circulars  and  parcels  sent  out  have  in- 
creased enormously  and  in  round  figures 
have  approximated  5,500  letters,  3,500 
circulars  and  300  parcels. 

As  far  as  possible  it  has  been  our  aim 
to  attend  to  everything  as  soon  as  it  is 
received.  This,  of  course,  is  sometimes 
found  to  be  impossible  as  the  information 
required  may  not  be  on  hand  or  the 
secretary  may  be  away  from  home  attend- 
ing to  some  other  work  in  connection  with 
the  association. 

Many  Enquiries  Received 

The  number  of  questions  and  enquiries 
received  are  many  and  varied  and  the 
central  office  is  at  the  convenience  of 
every  member  on  any  subject  whatever, 
and  the  policy  has  been  that  if  we  have 
not  got  what  you  want  we  will  keep  on 
hustling  till  we  get  it  for  you.  This 
portion  of  the  work  is  rapidly  growing, 
but  there  is  always  room  for  a  little  more. 
In  this  connection  it  might  be  as  well  to 
mention  a  few  of  the  subjects  which  have 
been  taken  up  during  the  past  year  and 


the  results  which  have  been  obtained. 
By  this  means  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
secretary  is  at  the  disposal  of  all,  no 
matter  what  the  subject  might  be.  The 
cases  mentioned  are  not  given  in  the 
order  they  were  received  nor  are  they 
anything  like  the  full  number  which  have 
been  taken  up.  They  are  jotted  down  at 
random  simply  to  show  what  has-been 
done.  ^ 

A  shipper  of  live  stock  forwarded  a 
complaint  as  to  the  length  of  time  he  had 
been  compelled  to  keep  his  cattle  on  the 
cars  without  feed  and  water  and  as  to  the 
quality  of  hay  provided  at  feeding  points. 
This  was  taken  up  with  the  railway  com- 
mission with  the  result  that  an  inspector 
is  now  at  work  thoroughly  investigating 
this  matter  and  there  is  every  prospect 
that  when  the  case  is  finally  adjusted  not 
only  this  shipper,  but  also  all  other 
shippers   will  be  benefitted. 

Several  enquiries  have  been  received 
relating  to  the  organization  of  Local 
Improvement  Districts,  how  the  taxes 
are  collected,  how  the  money  is  expended 
and  the  powers  of  a  district  generally. 
This  information  has  been  supplied  in 
every  instance. 

Letters  have  been  received  from  col- 
leges, debating  societies  and  others  asking 
for  information  in  regard  to  the  associa- 
tion and  for  any  information  which  would 
show  what  the  organized  farmers  are 
doing  in  Canada,  and  the  part  taken  in 
the  work  by  the  Alberta  farmers.  In 
some  instances  this  information  has  been 
required  as  subject  matter  for  debates,, 
in  others  for  articles  dealing  with  various- 
subjects  and  in  a  few  instances  for  per- 
manent record  in  magazines  or  books. 

Elevator  Case 

At  the  request  of  one  member  his  action 
against  an  elevator  company  was  watched 
and  a  promise  was  received  from  his 
counsel  that  when  the  case  was  set  for 
trial  the  U.F.A.  should  be  notified  so  that 
a  representative  could  be  present.  How- 
ever, contrary  to  the  promise  made,  no 
word  was  received  and  the  case  was  con- 
cluded and  the, decision  announced  before 
any  word  came  to  hand.  Repeated  efforts 
have  been  made  to  acsertain  the  cause  of 
this  breach  of  faith  but  without  avail. 

Several  enquiries  have  been  received 
in  regard  to  rural  telephone  lines,  and  the 
necessary  information  and  petitions,  to- 
gether with  the  instructions  required, 
have  been  forwarded. 

Two  loading  platforms  have  been 
erected  in  answer  to  petitions  sent  in  and 
another  petition  was  forwarded  asking 
that  the  capacity  of  an  already  existing 
platform  should  be  doubled. 

At  the  request  of  one  member  the 
matter  of  securing  a  private  farm  crossing 
over  the  railway  running  through  his  land 
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was  taken  up  with  the  railway  company. 
The  crossing  was  forthcoming  in  a  very 
short  time  after  the  first  letter  was  written. 

The  members  of  one  local  union  were 
having  trouble  with  regard  to  the  gates 
supplied  for  farm  crossings  and  the  way 
in  which  they  were  swung.  This  was 
taken  up  and  rectified. 

Several  enquiries  have  been  received  as 
to  what  constitutes  a  legal  fence  and  how 
to  organize  pound  districts.  This  infor- 
mation has  been  supplied. 

Several  petitions  have  been  received 
with  a  request  that  they  be  forwarded  to 
the  proper  authorities.  These  petitions 
included  requests  for  new  roads,  devia- 
tions from  already  existing  roads,  changes 
in  the  boundaries  of  local  Improvement 
Districts,  petitions  for  bridges  and  ferries, 
petitions  for  telephones,  and  numerous 
other  requests.  These  have  all  been 
forwarded  to  the  proper  authorities. 

Helped  Homesteaders 

A  few  members  have  sent  in  requests 
for  assistance  in  the  matter  of  securing 
the  patent  for  their  homesteads  and  other 
trouble  in  connection  with  the  filing  on 
homesteads.  This  assistance  has  been 
given  and  two  cases  are  still  in  abeyance 
at  the  present  time  as  all  the  information 
required  is  not  forthcoming. 

Some  members  have  had  trouble  with 
machine  companies  in  regard  to  the 
payment  of  notes.  As  far  as  possible 
assistance  has  been  given  in  this  direction 
and  at  the  present  time  an  effort  is  being 
made  to  ascertain  the  reason  why  an  extra 
charge  is  made  when  a  note  is  renewed, 
as  has  been  done  in  some  instances. 

Many  enquiries  have  been  received  in 
regard  to  hail  insurance.  The  informa- 
tion asked  for  was  generally  in  regard  to 
the  system  of  insurance  in  vogue,  where 
it  could  be  secured  and  what  it  consisted 
of.  This  information  was  supplied.  In 
a  few  cases  enquiries  regarding  this  matter 
were  received  from  the  United  States. 

Early  in  the  year  correspondence  was 
opened  up  with  an  English  machine 
company  in  regard  to  flour  milling  machin- 
ery. As  a  result  of  this  correspondence 
a  large  number  of  their  circulars  describing 
the  machinery  were  distributed  to  parties 
interested,  and  it  is  believed  that  some 
of  the  mills  have  now  been  erected  in  the 
West.  At  the  request  of  one  Union 
correspondence  was  opened  up  with  sev- 
eral firms  and  quotations  received  for 
platform  scales  and  a  set  were  eventually 
purchased. 

Stock  Killed 

Several  complaints  in  regard  to  stock 
being  killed  upon  the  railway  track  were 
received  and  this  was  possibly  the  most 
disappointing  kind  of  work  handled,  for 


it  seemed  almost  impossible  to  get  results. 
No  matter  in  what  manner  the  claim  was 
made  the  answer  would  be  received  from 
the  claims  agent  that  the  stock  killed  were 
running  at  large  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Railway  Act  and  therefore  the 
company  was  not  liable  for  any  damages, 
in  fact  in  some  instances  the  agent  would 
go  further  and  write  the  applicant  for 
damages  a  homily  showing  what  a  crime 
he  had  committed  in  allowing  his  stock 
to  run  at  large  and  what  a  calamity  would 
have  occurred  if  a  passenger  train  had 
been  wrecked.  No  doubt  he  thought 
this  would  be  a  good  plan  of  frightening 
off  the  applicant  for  damages.  It  seems 
almost  impossible  to  do  anything  until 
this  vexatious  Act  is  amended  and  the 
clauses  under  which  the  railway  companies 
can  and  do  hide  are  eliminated. 

It  will  be  of  interest,  however,  and 
possibly  it  is  something  that  is  not 
generally  known,  that  according  to  a 
letter  received  from  the  railway  com- 
mission during  the  time  that  one  of  these 
cases  was  being  taken  up,  that  no  railway 
company  have  ever  received  permission 
to  remove  their  cattle  guards  during  the 
winter  and  that  consequently  when  this 
is  done  it  is  an  infraction  of  the  law. 

Correspondence  has  been  carried  on 
with  one  machine  company  in  regard 
to  faulty  machinery  supplied  one  member. 
This  matter  is  still  under  consideration. 

Information  has  been  secured  in  regard 
to  the  formation  of  co-operative  com- 
panies, co-operative  stores,  co-operative 
flour  mills,  and  farmers  '  elevator  com- 
panies, and  forwarded  to  the  parties  en- 
quiring about  same. 

The  Lumber  Graft 

Information  was  secured  which  proved 
that  the  oft  repeated  statement  of  the 
lumber  manufacturers  that  the  Prairie 
Provinces  were  the  dumping  grounds  for 
cheap  American  lumber  was  a  falsehood 
as  far  as  Alberta  was  concerned,  for  out 
of  about  forty  enquiries  addressed  to 
different  towns  in  Southern  Alberta,  all 
of  which  were  answered,  it  was  impossible 
to  find  any  cheap  American  lumber  on 
sale  at  any  point.  In  fact  some  stated 
that  they  wished  the  lumber  could  be 
procured  if  it  would  be  the  means  of 
reducing  the  present  high  prices  of  lumber 
they  would  like  to  get  some  American 
lumber,  while  one  answer  received  from 
a  man  who  is  in  the  business  stated  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  get  the  lumber 
as  the  price  was  considerably  higher 
across  the  line.  This  rather  conclusively 
proves  that  on  one  statement  at  least  the 
lumber  merchants  have  not  been  sincere. 

The  matter  of  the  preservation  of 
timber  and  the  prevention  of  forest  fires 
on  the  headwaters  of  streams  in  the 
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foothills  and  mountains  was  taken  up 
with  the  department  of  the  interior  at 
the  request  of  the  parties  interested,  and 
an  answer  received  that  the  superin- 
tendent of  forestry  had  been  instructed 
to  make  a  thorough  investigation  at 
once  with  a  view  to  bettering  the  prevail- 
ing conditions. 

Assistance  has  been  given  to  the  live 
stock  commissioner  in  regard  to  the 
establishment  of  regular  stock  shipping 
days  on  the  lines  between  Calgary  and 
Edmonton,  and  for  the  providing  of 
better  facilities  for  handling  stock  at 
places  where  the  trains  are  often  tied 
up  for  hours.  It  is  hoped  that  some 
definite  workable  arrangement  will  be 
secured  at  an  early  date. 

Direct  Legislation 

Several  enquiries  have  been  received 
asking  for  information  relating  to  Direct 
Legislation  and  to  Single  Tax.  This  has 
been  given  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so 
in  a  letter  and  besides  this  in  some 
instances  extracts  have  been  made  from 
books  and  pamphlets  on  the  subject  and 
sent  to  the  parties  who  made  the  en- 
quiries. 

An  effort  was  made  to  open  up  an 
information  bureau  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  buyer  and  seller  together  at  no 
expense  to  either  party.  The  number 
of  responses  were  not  very  great,  espec- 
ially from  those  who  have  feed  stuff  for 
sale,  but  enough  was  done  to  establish 
the  fact  that  the  association  can  carry 
on  a  very  useful  work  in  this  direction. 
Several  cases  have  been  reported  where 
through  the  information  furnished  by  the 
central  office  sales  were  made  of  either  hay, 
oats  or  potatoes  without  the  middlemen 
claiming  his  share  of  the  selling  price. 

An  effort  was  also  made  to  establish  a 
labor  bureau,  but  owing  to  the  crop  short- 
age the  demand  was  not  very  great  and 
there  were  not  many  calls  for  assistance. 
Arrangements  had  been  made,  however, 
to  fill  the  demand  should  occasion  have 
arisen  for  same,  and  just  enough  was  done 
to  demonstrate  that  this  is  another  field 
which  can  be  of  immense  advantage  to 
the  members. 

Several  members  in  one  locality  have 
suffered  severely  through  a  prairie  fire 
started  by  a  train.  An  effort  is  being 
made  at  the  present  time  to  secure  an 
adjustment  of  the  losses  and  a  settlement, 
of  same  from  the  railway  company. 

Co-operative  Petitions 

In  the  matter  of  co-operative  legislation 
it  should  be  observed  that  the  petitions 
which  are  now  in  the  hands  of  many  of 
the  unions  were  prepared  by  The  Guide. 
The  petitions  are  now  being  returned  and 
in  the  majority  of  cases  are  well  signed. 


It  is  expected  that  they  will  be  forwarded 
to  Ottawa,  along  with  the  petitions  from 
the  provinces  of  Saskatchewan  and  Man- 
itoba, at  an  early  date.  It  is  hoped  that 
when  the  petitions  are  all  collected  there 
will  be  enough  signatures  to  them  so  that 
they  will  command  immediate  attention. 
'The  spread  of  the  co-operative  idea  has 
been  responsible  for  many  requests  for 
information  relating  to  co-operative 
systems  in  force  in  other  countries,  more 
especially  in  Denmark  and  Ireland.  This 
information  has,  as  far  as  possible,  been 
procured  and  forwarded  to  those  enquiring 
about  same,.'" 

Many  enquiries  have  been  received  for 
information  relating  to  agriculture,  from 
the  growing  and  harvesting  of  flax  and 
information  relating  to  the  conservation 
of  moisture  and  about  irrigation,  to 
securing  rules  for  holding  plowing  matches. 
Although  it  cannot  be  said  that  the 
secretary's  office  had  the  information  on 
hand  at  the  time  the  different  enquiries 
were  received,  still  it  did  not  take  long 
to  secure  bulletins  and  circulars  and 
forward  them  to  their  correct  destination. 

At  the  present  time  negotiations  are 
under  way  with  a  view  to  securing  better 
post  office  facilities  in  some  localities 
where  the  present  arrangements  are  far 
from  satisfactory. 

Technical  Education  Commission 

During  the  visit  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion on  technical  education  to  Calgary 
your  secretary  received  a  request  to 
appear  before  the  commission  and  give 
evidence  on  this  question  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  organized  farmers.  In 
answer  to  the  questions  put  at  that  time 
it  was  stated  that  as  far  as  it  was  possible 
to  judge  the  present  system  of  education 
was  far  from  satisfactory,  that  it  tended 
to  take  the  children  away  from  the  farm 
instead  of  instilling  a  greater  love  for  the 
country  in  them,  and  that  the  tendency 
seemed  to  be  to  turn  out  a  large  number 
of  teachers  with  a  theoretical  education 
rather  than  with  sound  and  practical 
views  which  would  be  of  material  benefit 
to  them  at  a  later  stage  in  life.  The 
suggestion  was  made  that  those  who 
desired  a  teacher's  certificate  should 
first  be  required  to  take  a  course  in 
practical  agriculture,  that  the  study  of 
agriculture  should  be  added  to  the 
curriculum  in  the  schools  and  that  it 
should  be  taught  from  the  primary  right 
through  to  the  higher  grades.  By  this 
means  it  was  suggested  that  the  present 
tendency  of  looking  down  on  farm  life 
as  the  lowest  rung  in  the  ladder  would  be 
eliminated.  A  request  has  since  been 
received  from  the  commission  that  if  this 
convention  should  express  any  views  on 
the  matter  of  technical  education  the 
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commission  would  like  to  have  a  report 
of  same. 

During  the  year  many  invitations  have 
been  received  from  local  unions  that  the 
general  secretary  should  pay  them  a 
visit,  but,  unfortunately,  the  amount 
of  work  which  has  to  be  done  was  so 
great  that  a  large  number  of  these  kind 
invitations  could  not  be  accepted.  To 
all  who  were  kind  enough  to  invite  me 
and  for  the  cordial  wishes  and  greetings 
contained  therein  I  wish  to  convey  my 
most  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks.  It 
is  a  pleasure  indeed  to  feel  that  the  little 
bit  that  is  being  done  is  meeting  with 
approval  and  I  can  assure  you  that  so 
long  as  you  honor  me  with  your  confidence 
and  entrust  me  with  the  correspondence 
end  of  your  work  will  my  energies  be 
devoted  to  furthering  the  interests  of  this 
splendid  association.  To  those  whose 
kind  invitations  it  was  not  possible  for 
me  to  accept  permit  me  to  state  that  if 
possible  when  the  next  invitation  comes 
round,  although  it  is  said  that  opportunity 
never  knocks  a  second  time  at  the  same 
door,  if  it  is  at  all  possible  it  will  be 
accepted. 

Meetings  Attended 

Meetings  attended  during  the  year  have 
included  one  at  Olds,  when  the  delegates 
to  the  stock  judging  school  at  that  point 
arranged  for  a  meeting  so  that  the  aims 
of  the  U.F.A.  could  be  explained  to  them, 
and  others  at  Okotoks,  Wetaskiwin  and 
to  the  local  union  picnic  east  of  Wetaski- 
win. Besides  this  the  conference  at 
Lethbridge  held  at  the  time  of  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier's  visit  to  that  place  was  attended 
and  an  invitation  was  accepted  to  assist 
in  the  work  of  securing  signatures  to  the 
pork  packing  plant  agreement.  Two 
weeks  were  put  into  this  work  among 
the  local  unions  adjacent  to  the  Castor 
branch  of  the  C.P.R.,  and  eighteen  meet- 
ings were  addressed.  At  every  point 
visited  the  same  splendid  enthusiasm  and 
confidence  in  the  future  of  the  U.F.A. 
was  displayed  by  the  members  present. 

Association  Assists  Members 

It  seems,  after  glancing  over  what  has 
been  written  so  far,  that  this  might  be 
taken  as  a  rather  peculiar  report  but  it  is 
given  in  all  sincerity  in  an  endeavor  to 
show  that  the  work  of  the  association  is 
increasing,  and  to  bear  out  the  statement 
which  has  been  made  public  at  many 
times — that  the  central  office  is  at  the 
disposal  of  the  members  at  any  time  and 
for  any  legitimate  object — is  correct.  It 
can  confidently  be  stated  that  many 
members  of  the  U.F.A.  are  finding  the 
association  of  material  assistance  to  them 
in  fighting  their  fights  and  straightening 
out  some  of  the  tangles,  as  well  as  saving 


a  few  dollars  occasionally  by  the  purchase 
of  needed  commodities  through  the  local 
unions.  I  wish  to  once  more  repeat  the 
statement  that  so  long  as  you  see  fit  to 
honor  me  with  your  confidence  my 
services  are  at  the  disposal  of  every 
member  to  assist  them  along  the  ways 
outlined  in  this  report. 

The  Guide's  Work 

It  is  only  fair  that  some  mention 
should  he  made  to  the  splendid  work 
being  done  by  our  official  organ.  The. 
Grain  Growers'  Guide,  work  which 
means  much  to  the  organized  farmers  of 
Canada,  as  at  last  there  is  a  paper  which 
is  absolutely  free  of  all  interests  and 
which  is  not  afraid  to  tell  the  truth  at 
any  and  all  times,  no  matter  what  the 
cost  may  be.  In  connection  with  the 
work  of  The  Guide  I  wish  to  thank  the 
local  secretaries  and  the  members  for  the 
assistance  they  have  given  me  in  supply- 
ing the  copy  for  the  Alberta  section. 
Thanks  to  the  splendid  response  to  the 
appeal  sent  out  last  winter  there  has  been 
no  time  during  the  past  year,  even  during 
the  busy  harvest  season,  when  any  diffi- 
culty was  experienced  in  filling  the 
columns  of  the  Alberta  section  to  the  last 
corner. 

In  concluding  let  me  refer  again  to  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  association.  The 
U.F.A.  has  reached  the  position  where 
even  if  the  association  is  not  liked  by  some 
still  it  is  admired  and  respected,  and,, 
with  the  work  carried  on  as  it  should  be, 
the  organization  work  will  go  ahead  by 
leaps  and  bounds.  We  are  in  a  thorough- 
ly healthy  condition  and  to  keep  it  there 
requires  the  heartiest  co-operation  from 
every  member.  No  one  must  think  that 
because  he  has  paid  his  dollar  his  work 
is  done;  he  must  immediately  become  a 
missionary  so  that  other  dollars  will  turn 
into  his  coffers.  It  seems  possibly  that 
the  time  will  soon  be  here  when  the  asso- 
ciation will  be  justified  in  having  a 
permanent  office,  but  just  when  that  time 
will  come  depends  entirely  upon  the 
amount  of  co-operation  which  you  as 
individual  members  will  give. 

Gentlemen,  the  future  is  before  us. 
What  will  it  hold  for  the  U.F.A.?  Let 
the  watchword  for  the  ensuing  year  be  a 
long  pull,  a  strong  pull  and  a  pull  all  to- 
gether to  make  the  United  Farmers  of  Al- 
berta the  best  association  on  the  American 
continent,  and  let  us  be  able  to  say  at 
the  next  convention  that  the  propoganda 
has  been  preached  in  every  corner  in  this 
great  province  of  Alberta.  This  seems 
like  a  large  order  but  it  can  be  done. 


18 


TREASURER'S  AND  AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


Balance  Sheet  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
for  the  Year  ending  December  31,  1910 


Receipts 

To  Balance  on  hand,  December  31,  1909    $  209.31 

"    Membership  fees  for  1909   $  93.25 

"    Membership  fees  for  1910   2,026.00 

"    Membership  fees  for  1911   13.75 

  $2,133.00 

"    Life  membership  fees  received   91.00 

"    Fees  from  members  at  large   9 . 00 

"    Government  grant  to  Association   1,000.00 

"    grant  from  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Company   800.00 

"    Government  grant  for  delegates' expenses  to  Vancouver   649.45 

"    Membership  buttons  sold   156.45 

Stationery  sold   24 . 70 

^*    Receipt  books  sold   12.45 

"    Sundry  receipts   10.95 


To  Total  receipts .     $5,096 . 31 


Expenditures 

"By  Printing  and  advertising   $  568 . 80 

"   Postage    218.56 

Organizers'  expenses  and  fees   416.55 

^'    OflScers' expenses  and  fees    1,108.45 

Officers'  expenses  to  the  Ottawa  conference   555 . 90 

Secretary's  salary   600 . 00 

"    Expenses  of  delegates  to  Vancouver  conference    649 . 45 

Expenses  of  Edmonton  convention,  1910   33.50 

"    Refund  of  life  membership  fees  to  local  unions   21 .00 

"    Expenses  of  Inter-provincial  council   27 . 67 

"    Ribbons,  etc.,  for  annual  convention   25.10 

^*    Express  and  freight  charges  on  supplies   19.09 

Office  supplies   16.00 

Typewriting  expenses  and  supplies  at  convention   17.75 

Renewal  of  secretary's  bond   10.00 

^'    Rent  of  hall  for  meeting    5.00 

Exchange  on  cheques     2 . 50 

Sundries   11 . 73 


By  Total  expenditure   $4,307.05 

By  Balance  on  hand,  December  31,  1910    789.26 


$5,096.31 


Certified  Correct 

Calgary,  January  16,  1911 
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E.  R.  HALLBERG,  Auditor 


LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEE'S 
REPORT 

Following  is  the  annual  report  of  the 
legislative  committee,  presented  by  Mr- 
W.  J.  Tregillus: 

At  the  close  of  the  annual  convention 
the  resolutions  passed  there  were  submit- 
ted to  the  government.  The  co-operative 
legislation  resolution  was  submitted  to 
every  member  of  parliament  and  senator 
for  Alberta  with  the  request  that  they 
would  assist  in  the  passage  of  this  legisla- 
tion. Almost  without  exception  word 
was  received  that  they  would  do  every- 
thing possible  to  assist  in  getting  this 
legislation  upon  the  statute  books.  It  is 
not  there  yet,  however,  having  been  de- 
feated in  committee  at  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  and  there  is  not  much  chance 
of  it  becoming  law  until  the  government 
can  be  induced  to  accept  same  as  a  govern- 
ment measure. 

The  terminal  elevator  resolution  was 
also  forwarded  to  the  Dominion  govern- 
ment and  the  Alberta  members  and  sena- 
tors for  their  consideration  and  assistance. 
The  resolution  on  government  ownership 
of  interior  elevators  was  presented  to  the 
government.  A  special  committee  was 
also  appointed  to  prepare  a  report  on  this 
question  and  the  local  unions  were  asked 
for  information  and  suggestions  that  would 
be  of  assistance  to  the  committee.  Not 
much  information  has  been  forthcoming, 
however.  It  was  hoped  that  a  definite 
plan  would  be  ready  for  presentation  to 
this  convention  so  that  same  could  either 
be  approved  or  rejected,  but  after  the 
adverse  report  which  has  been  given  by 
the  elevator  commission  appointed  in  our 
neighboring  province  to  investigate  this 
subject,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  do 
nothing  further,  but  to  wait  for  the  in- 
structions of  this  convention  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Grain  Act  Resolution 

The  resolutions  relating  to  the  Manito- 
ba Grain  Act  were  forwarded  to  the  Dom- 
inion government  and  the  members  and 
senators  for  Alberta,  and  word  was 
received  that  the  protest  made  would  be 
considered  also  that  no  change  would  be 
made  in  the  Act. 

In  regard  to  the  pork  packing  proposi- 
tion the  committee  presented  your  views 
to  the  government,  and  the  live  stock 
commissioner  received  instructions  to 
canvass    for  signatures. 

Hail  Insurance  Question 

The  hail  insurance  question  is  still  in 
a  state  of  chaos.  The  many  resolutions 
submitted  to  the  last  annual  convention 
were  referred  back  to  the  local  unions 


for  consideration  and  a  vote  was  taken 
on  same.  The  result  of  this  vote  was  not 
at  all  encouraging,  the  resolution  receiv- 
ing the  largest  number  of  votes  being  so 
much  in  the  minority  when  all  the  resolu- 
tions were  considered  that  it  could  not 
be  presented  as  the  views  of  the  l).  F.  A. 
Your  committee  waited  upon  the  late 
premier,  Hon.  A.  C.  Rutherford,  and  asked 
that  the  change  requested  by  the  U.  F.  A. 
the  year  previous  should  be  brought 
into  effect.  This  change  was  that  the 
premium  for  the  $4.00  indemnity  should 
be  kept  as  low  as  possible,  but  that  the 
rate  for  the  $6.00  and  $8.00  should  be  so 
fixed  that  these  two  classes  of  insurance 
should  be  self-supporting.  According  to 
the  figures  which  had  been  given  to  your 
committee  it  was  estimated  that  the  hail 
insurance  had  cost  the  government  thirty 
cents  per  acre  on  the  $1.00  indemnity 
rate,  so  the  suggestion  was  made  that  the 
rate  of  insurance  for  the  $4.00  indemnity 
should  be  20  cents,  but  that  the  rate 
for  the  $6.00  and  $8.00  indemnity  should 
be  increased  to  45  cents  and  60  cents 
respectively.  It  was  thought  that  the 
two  latter  systems  were  more  along  the 
line  of  profit-making  for  the  insured  rather 
than  protection,  and,  therefore,  that  the 
government  should  not  be  expected  to  meet 
any  loss  upon  them,  but  that  it  should  be 
self  supporting.  This  change  was  promised 
as  it  was  stated  to  be  a  reasonable  one, 
and  your  committee  was  further  informed 
that  a  hail  insurance  commissioner,  who 
would  be  fully  qualified  to  deal  with  the 
subject,  would  be  appointed  and  that 
it  would  be  his  duty  to  make  a  thorough 
study  of  the  question  and  report  on  the 
approximate  amount  of  damage  done  by 
hail  during  the  past  few  years,  not  only 
in  the  insured  areas  but  as  far  as  possible 
all  over  the  country.  It  was  expected  that 
by  this  means  an  estimate  could  be  pre- 
pared of  the  approximate  amount  of 
damage  done  by  hail  and  it  would  then 
be  possible  to  see  what  the  cost  of  insuring 
against  same  in  an  average  year  would 
amount  to.  A  promise  was  also  received 
that  a  copy  of  the  information  secured 
should  be  forwarded  to  the  U.  F.  A.  for 
presentation  to  the  annual  convention 
so  that  it  could  be  fully  considered. 
However,  when  the  legislature  opened, 
it  was  soon  ascertained  that  the  amount 
of  business  which  would  be  attended  to 
would  be  very  slight  and  once  more  the 
hail  insurance  question  was  left  untouched. 
Nothing  further  was  done  by  your  com- 
mittee until  later  in  the  year  when  an 
attempt  was  made  to  ascertain  how  the 
statistics  were  progressing,  and  to  secure 
a  copy  of  same  for  this  convention.  It 
was  ascertained  that  the  hail  insurance 
commissioner  had  not  been  in  the  service 
of  the  government  for  several  months. 


and  therefore  the  statistics  were  not 
available.  The  rumor  was  persistent 
about  that  time  that  the  government 
intended  to  abandon  the  hail  insurance 
business,  so  your  committee  wrote  to  the 
Hon.  Minister  of  Agriculture  asking  for 
information  on  the  subject.  An  answer 
was  received  that  the  government  would 
not  go  out  of  the  business  entirely,  but 
would  certainly  cut  out  the  $8.00  insurance 
and  probably  the  $6  00,  and  that  the  pre- 
mium would  be  slightly  raised.  Your 
committee  was  further  informed  that  the 
premier  had  charge  of  this  business,  as 
it  was  the  provincial  treasurer  who  handled 
the  hail  insurance  business. 

New  Hail  Insurance  Act 

The  premier  was  then  written  to  and 
the  promise  made  by  his  predecessor 
in  office  was  referred  to.  A  request  was 
also  made  for  any  data  or  information 
which  would  be  of  assistance  to  this 
convention.  The  answer  received  was  a 
copy  of  the  hail  insurance  act.  This  act 
cuts  out  the  $6.00  and  $8.00  indemnity 
entirely  and  raises  the  rate  of  premium 
tax  to  25  cents  per  acre  for  the  S  t.  00  indem- 
nity, instead  of  the  20  cents  as  formerly, 
and  provides  that  all  applications  for  in- 
surance must  be  taken  out  before  July 
1st,  and  before  the  hail  has  fallen  on  the 
crops  insured  or  any  part  thereof.  Fur- 
ther a  diagram  is  required  showing  the 
location  of  the  crop  insured  upon  the 
land.  The  statistics  asked  for  by  your 
committee  are  not  to  hand,  so  your  com- 
mittee regrets  that  no  further  information 
is  available  on  this  subject. 

The  agricultural  college  question  was 
taken  up  by  your  committee  and  the  work 
done  has  been  reported  to  you  by  the 
directors.  The  resolution  in  regard  to 
the  further  extension  of  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Act  was  submitted  to  the 
Dominion  government  and  an  answer  re- 
ceived that  arrangements  had  been 
made  to  further  subdivide  the  inspection 
districts.  The  resolution  relating  to  the 
bounty  on  coyotes  was  presented  to  the 
government  for  consideration. 

The  chilled  meat  resolution  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Dominion  and  provincial 
governments  and  a  copy  of  same  was  also 
sent  to  the  Alberta  members  and  senators. 
The  assistance  of  the  Saskatchewan  and 
Manitoba  Associations  was  also  secured 
on  this  subject.  The  board  of  directors 
have  reported  fully  on  what  has  been  done 
on    this  question. 

The  resolution  relating  to  the  licensing 
of  boarding  houses  was  presented  to  the 
government  and  an  answer  received  that 
the  government  was  favorable  to  the 
proposed  plan.  The  trouble  which  broke 
out  at  the  first  session  of  the  1910  legis- 
lature resulted  in  this   question  being 


shelved  as  far  as  the  government  was 
concerned. 

Prairie  Fire  Suflferers 

The  same  reason  must  be  given  as  the 
answer  why  nothing  was  done  to  relieve 
the  sufferers  from  prairie  fires  in  the 
Vegreville  district.  The  chaos  in  the 
government  ranks  resulted  in  the  question 
being  shelved  after  a  promise  had  been 
given  that  a  test  case  would  be  entered 
by  the  government  and  carried  through 
all  the  courts  if  necessary. 

The  resolution  on  the  Initiative,  Refer- 
endum and  Recall  was  presented  to  the 
government.  An  answer  was  received 
that  legislation  of  this  kind  would  require 
an  amendment  to  the  British  North 
America  Act.  Your  committee  would 
suggest,  however,  that  this  same  answer 
has  been  given  to  other  questions,  and  that 
no  doubt,  when  enough  pressure  is  brought 
to  bear,  it  will  be  found  that  this  much 
quoted  Act  is  again  very  elastic  and  the 
suggested  amendment  will  not  be  neces- 
sary. 

The  resolution  on  the  consolidation  of 
schools  was  presented  and  the  government 
informed  your  committee  that  all  arrange- 
ments had  been  completed  for  an  experi- 
mental consolidated  school  so  that  it 
could  be  ascertained  if  it  would  be  work- 
able before  legislation  was  enacted  to 
fully  cover  same. 

Government  Creameries 

The  resolution  relating  to  government 
creameries  was  presented  to  the  govern- 
ment for  consideration. 

The  resolution  in  regard  to  grants  to 
seed  fairs,  noxious  weeds,  rate  of  bank 
interest,  purchase  of  gopher  poison, 
farm  loans,  changes  in  the  entire  animals 
ordinance,  duty  on  farm  implement^, 
amendments  to  agricultural  societies' 
ordinance,  were  presented  to  the  govern- 
ments, either  provincial  or  Dominion, 
and  the  answer  received  that  the  resolu- 
tion s  would  receive  consideration. 

The  question  of  duty  on  farm  imple- 
ments and  reciprocity  was  taken  up  by  the 
Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture  and  the 
result  of  the  campaign  to  date  has  been 
reported  to  you  by  the  board  of  directors. 
The  resolution  passed  by  you  at  the  last 
annual  convention  were  submitted  to  the 
Dominion  government  for  consideration. 

Other  Questions 

Other  questions  taken  up  by  your 
committee  during  the  year  include  the 
following: 

Your  committee  protested  against  fire 
insurance  companies  receiving  charters 
in  Alberta  which  wpuld  give  them  power 
to  insure  against  hail,  as  it  seemed  that 
this  might  lead  to  the  government  event- 
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ually  dropping  out  of  the  hail  insurance 
business. 

Your  committee  wrote  the  Hon.  Minis- 
ter of  Agriculture  asking  that  the  U.  F.  A. 
be  permitted  to  express  themselves  upon 
any  proposed  changes  to  the  pound 
ordinance.  An  answer  was  received  that 
the  only  change  which  would  be  made  at 
this  session  of  the  legislature  was  to  abol- 
ish the  fees  that  have  hitherto  been  paid 
a  man  for  driving  cattle  to  the  pound. 
The  reason  of  this  change  was  that  the 
only  inducement  the  man  would  have  to 
put  cattle  in  the  pound  would  be  because 
they  were  troubling  him. 

Your  committee  endorsed  the  Act 
introduced  into  the  legislature  by  the 
Hon.  Minister  of  Agriculture,  and  which 
has  now  become  law.  This  Act  was  in 
respect  to  charges  upon  land  contained 
in  certain  instruments  and  made  any 
provisions  of  lien  notes  or  other  charges 
or  encumbrances  on  land,  when  the  notes 
were  given  to  secure  payment  of  goods 
purchased,  should  be  null  and  void  and 
providing  for  the  cancellation  of  any 
agreement  to  that  effect.  In  the  opinion 
of  your  committee  this  was  one  of  the  most 
important  Acts  passed  by  the  legisla- 
ture. 

Machinery  Agreements 

Your  committee  also  endorsed  the 
Act  introduced  by  the  late  attorney- 
general,  dealing  with  the  agreements 
made  upon  the  purchase  of  machinery. 
This  Act  was  not  introduced  into  the  se- 
cond session  of  the  legislature,  and  your 
committee  was  informed  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  government  to  investigate 
the  matter  and  draft  an  agreement  and 
guarantee  which  could  be  used  by  all  the 
companies  and  would  be  fair  to  all  parties 
concerned.  It  is  expected,  therefore,  that 
this  legislation  will  be  introduced  at  the 
next  session  of  the  legislature. 

Your  committee  recommend  to  your 
favorable  consideration  the  proposed  Act 
of  Incorporation,  as  it  has  felt  that  the 
time  has  now  arrived  when  the  association 
should  be  put  upon  a  more  permanent 
basis  and  that  it  should  have  a  recognized 
legal  standing.  Instead  of  being  an 
association  on  individuals  it  should  be  an 
integral  body  working  for  the  common 
good  of  the  farmers  of  Alberta. 

Your  committee  would  further  suggest 
that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  a 
permanent  representative  of  the  U.  F.  A. 
should  be  at  the  seat  of  government  during 
the  whole  sittings  of  the  legislature. 
It  would  be  of  immense  advantage  to  the 
association  to  have  some  person  stationed 
there  who  would  be  conversant  with  the 
work  of  the  association  and  who  would  be 
prepared  to  attend  the  different  committee 
meetings  and  give  information  relating 
to  the  farmers'  wishes  on  the  different 


matters  of  legislation.  It  is  believed  that 
many  of  the  members  would  welcome  such 
a  representative  being  stationed  there, 
as  at  the  present  time  they  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  views  of  the  farmers. 
He  would  also  be  in  a  position  to  keep  the 
association  posted  on  the  proposed  legis- 
lation so  that  action  could  be  taken  before 
it  became  law  instead  of  afterwards,  as  is 
the  present  plan.  Your  committee  would 
present  this  idea  to  your  favorable  con- 
sideration, and  trust  that  before  the  next 
session  of  the  legislature  is  called  a  plan 
will  have  been  devised  whereby  the  U.  F. 
A.  will  be  represented  at  Edmonton  by  a 
duly  qualified  agent. 


TRANSPORTATION  COMMinEE'S 
REPORT 

The  following  report  of  the  U.  F.  A. 
transportation  committee  was  presented 
by  Mr.  James  Bower: 

After  the  close  of  the  last  convention 
your  transportation  committee  immediate- 
ly began  work,  following  up  the  line  of 
action  outlined  in  the  resolutions  sub- 
mitted to  that  convention.  You  will 
remember  that  a  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  Lennox  asked  for  the  appointment  of 
a  trade  agent  to  investigate  fully  the  pos- 
sibilities of  the  Western  grain  route, 
to  follow  it  up  by  interviewing  the  steam- 
ship companies,  the  Mexican  government, 
and  the  Tehuantepec  Railway  Company, 
and  to  make  a  personal  study  of  every 
condition  that  would  make  of  it  a  success. 
The  agent  was  to  be  named  by  the  asso- 
ciation and  paid  by  the  government.  Thi& 
resolution  while  thought  very  highly  of 
was  amended  by  the  resolution  committee 
by  merging  the  substance  of  it  into  one 
on  broader  lines,  putting  in  the  hands  of 
the  transportation  committee  the  work  of 
investigating  markets  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  especially  in  the  markets  in  and 
through  British  Columbia.  Your  com- 
mittee decided  to  act  at  once,  as  condi- 
tions appeared  at  that  time  to  be  decidedly 
favorable  to  investigate  the  western  route. 
The  steamship  lines  had  offered  free 
transportation  to  an  investigating  com- 
mittee. Mr.  Rutherford,  who  had  been  an 
ardent  advocate  of  the  Western  route  from 
the  first,  was  willing  to  give  financial  and 
personal  support. 

Vancouver  Conference 

The  Western  Boards  of  Trade  were 
enthusiastic  over  this  and  gladly  wel- 
comed any  move  on  our  part  tending  to 
extend  our  trade  relations  with  them. 
We  therefore  decided  to  get  together  a 
conference  of  the  different  interests  at 
Vancouver  some  time  early  in  the  summer, 
following  it  up  with  a  full  investigation 
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of  the  Western  grain  route.  The  person- 
nel of  the  investigating  committee  as  then 
arranged  for  was  to  be  Mr.  Rutherford, 
who  was  then  premier,  Mr.  Crerar, 
president  of  the  Grain  Growers'  Grain 
Company,  and  one  or  two  members  of 
our  transportation  committee.  The  financ- 
ing of  this  committee  was  to  be  made 
along  the  lines  as  provided  for  the  year 
previous,  that  is,  time  to  be  given  free  and 
actual  expenses  to  be  paid  by  the  govern- 
ment. I  would  like  here  to  correct  an 
erronous  impression  which  seems  to  have 
gone  abroad,  that  the  transportation 
committee  of  1909  had  received  $1,000.00 
from  the  government.  This  is  entirely 
wrong;  only  a  very  small  portion  of  that 
was  received  and  that  was  for  actual 
expenses  of  the  preliminary  work  engaged 
in  by  the  committee  of  that  year;  their 
time  being  given  altogether  free. 

After  your  committee  had  made  the 
preliminary  arrangements  for  calling  a 
conference  at  Vancouver,  many  changes 
came  about  in  the  political  economy  of  the 
province,  a  new  king  or  no  king  at  all 
reigned  in  Egypt  and  for  a  time  things 
were  at  a  standstill;  it  was  not  possible 
to  carry  on  our  work  without  assistance 
from  the  government.  Even  the  immed- 
iate need  of  an  export  route  for  grain 
seemed  to  be  lacking  on  account  of  crop 
failure,  and  as  a  result  of  this  all  very 
little  action  could  be  taken  for  the  time 
being.  Later  it  was  decided  to  bring 
about  the  conference  at  Vancouver  to  take 
up  questions  of  inter-provincial  trade, 
leaving  the  personal  investigation  of  the 
Tehuantepec  route  in  abeyance  for  the 
time.  Taking  advantage  of  the  reduced 
passenger  rates  at  the  time  of  the  Van- 
couver exhibition,  a  time  was  set  and  an 
invitation  extended  to  the  Boards  of  Trade, 
the  Agricultural,  Fruit  and  Lumber 
Associations,  or  any  other  body  likely 
to  be  interested,  explaining  the  objects 
of  the  conference  and  asking  them  to  send 
representatives. 

All  Interests  Represented 

The  different  interests  were  fairly 
represented,  especially  the  Vancouver 
Board  of  Trade  which  seems  to  be  keenly 
interested  in  having  removed  the  barriers 
to  inter-provincial  trade.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  Boards  of  Trade  of 
some  of  our  Alberta  cities  seem  to  be 
somewhat  suspicious  of  our  motives, 
and  indifferent  if  not  altogether  opposed 
to  some  of  the  propositions  we  have 
brought  forward.  The  stand  taken  by 
them  is  not  always  a  clear  expression 
of  the  feelings  of  the  residents  of  the  cities 
in  general.  Sometimes  certain  sections 
of  the  trade  will  predominate  in  their 
councils,  and  if,  for  instance,  the  wholesale 
section  or  any  other  should  have  establish- 


ed interests  in  the  East,  or  should  in  any 
way  be  interested  in  the  long  hauls  of 
the  transportation  companies,  we  can 
easily  see  why  these  sections  should  try 
to  dominate.  Those  who  are  simply 
dealers  in  any  commodity  are  but  slightly 
interested  in  the  cost  of  transportation, 
as  that  cost  is  always  charged  to  the  pro- 
ducer or  consumer.  Even  in  cases  where 
the  dealers'  interests  do  appear,  their 
interests  are  always  either  local  or  sectional 
and  always  in  conflict  with  some  other 
locality  or  section,  which  goes  to  prove 
the  fundamental  truth  that  any  successful 
move  towards  better  transportation'  and 
marketing  conditions  must  come  from 
the  producer  and  consumer,  more  parti- 
cularly the  farmer. 

How  to  Reduce  Rates 

The  program  followed  out  at  the 
Vancouver  conference  included  and  was 
based  upon  the  report  of  our  transporta- 
tion committee  at  the  last  U.  F.  A.  con- 
vention, the  subject  discussed  being, 
how  best  to  reduce  the  high  railway  rates 
between  the  provinces,  how  to  get  relief 
from  the  monopoly  in  the  meat  trade, 
how  to  overcome  the  difficulties  engen- 
dered by  lack  of  hay  inspection,  and  how 
best  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  seller 
when  dealing  through  a  commission  firm. 

Terminal  elevators  at  the  coast  were 
also  discussed.  It  was  thought  that  the 
best  way  to  reduce  railway  rates  was  by 
joint  action  in  bringing  a  case  before  the 
railway  commission,  and  steps  were  taken 
to  institute  such  action.  It  was  agreed 
that  relief  from  the  meat  monopoly 
could  be  secured  by  a  system  of  public 
abattoirs  under  government  operation, 
inspection  and  control,  where  all  those 
engaged  in  the  meat  trade  would  be 
compelled  to  have  their  slaughtering  done 
under  a  uniform  charge,  that  is,  so  much 
per  head  for  each  kind  of  animal.  (In 
passing  I  might  say  that  P.  Burns  &  Co., 
has  a  franchise  in  the  city  of  Vancouver 
where  no  slaughtering  can  be  done  except 
in  his  abattoir,  and  there  are  indications 
of  the  same  thing  taking  place  in  Cal- 
gary). 

It  was  agreed  that  to  facilitate  trade 
in  hay  a  better  system  of  inspection  is 
imperative,  but  that  being  under  Domin- 
ion law  it  was  decided  to  ask  that  the  law 
be  amended  to  suit  Western  conditions. 

License  Commission  Men 

It  was  agreed  that  all  commission  men 
handling  farm  produce  should  be  licensed 
and  bonded  the  same  as  grain  commission 
men. 

The  great  need  of  a  terminal  elevator 
was  fully  agreed  upon,  but  some  of  the 
private  interests,  there  represented,  made 
a  strong  bid  for  the  support  of  the  farming 
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interests  in  the  erection  of  a  private  owned 
elevator.  The  farmers'  delegates,  how- 
ever, staunchly  maintained  that  nothing 
short  of  government  owned  and  operated 
elevators  would  be  satisfactory  to  them. 

Some  months  before  the  Vancouver 
conference  took  place  an  attempt  had 
been  made  by  your  committee  to  procure 
evidence  to  prove  that  discrimination 
existed  in  railway  rates  as  against  Western 
trade.  The  information  we  needed  could 
only  be  gotten  from  the  company  itself 
and  this  they  positively  refused  to  give 
us.  We  had  much  positive  information 
that  discrimination  existed,  but  not 
enough  to  make  a  proper  case  before  the 
railway  board,  and  we  needed  copies  of 
the  Railways'  tariffs  both  East  and  West, 
and  the  railway  officials  claimed  that  we 
would  have  to  be  able  to  show  the  relative 
cost  of  construction  and  operation  of  the 
different  parts  of  the  road.  We  did  not 
think  that  the  onus  of  proof  of  this  should 
be  upon  us,  but  the  tariffs  we  needed  and 
could  not  get. 

Had  Made  Application  , 

When  we  met  the  Vancouver  Board 
of  Trade  in  conference  we  were  informed 
that  they  had  already  made  application  to 
the  railway  board  that  this  discrimination 
should  cease.  They  wanted  us  to  become 
a  party  to  that  application  and  throw  in 
our  weight  with  theirs,  but  in  looking  into 
the  matter  a  little  more  fully  we  found 
that  their  application  did  not  cover  enough 
ground,  being  interested  only  in  carrying 
of  general  merchandise  east  from  the  coast 
and  carrying  Alberta  grain  to  the  coast. 
The  date  of  hearing  had  been  fixed  for 
September  5,  which  did  not  permit  of 
time  to  make  further  application,  the  law 
requiring  thirty  days'  notice  to  the  rail- 
way. It  was  finally  decided  that  your 
president,  being  chairman  of  the  trans- 
portation committee  should  appear  as  a 
witness  for  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  if 
possible  bring  out  any  new  feature  that 
might  be  permitted  by  the  railway  board. 

In  accordance  with  this  I  returned  to 
Vancouver  and  gave  evidence  on  the  case 
as  it  effected  the  Alberta  farmer,  and  also 
attempted  to  enlarge  on  the  subject 
of  discrimination  to  interior  points. 
This  was  promptly  objected  to  by  the 
railway  counsel  on  the  ground  of  not  suffi- 
cient notice.  I  then  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  make  further  application  on 
broader  grounds,  covering  the  whole 
range  of  shipping  both  East  and  West  to 
interior  as  well  as  to  coast  points,  and  that 
such  further  application  should  be  tried 
conjointly  with  the  case  of  the  Vancouver 
Board  of  Trade.  We  also  urged  that  the 
onus  of  proof  of  the  cost  of  construction 
and  operation  be  placed  on  the  railway 
itself,  which  request  was  also  granted. 


The  railway  was  then  given  to  the  23rd 
of  January,  1911,  to  argue  before  the 
board  at  Montreal  as  to  why  discrimina- 
tion is  justifiable  on  account  of  the  cost 
of  construction  and  operation.  We  have 
made  formal  application  to  the  board  on 
the  broader  lines  previously  indicated. 

Good  Headway  Made 

So  far  we  have  made  good  headway, 
but  while  we  have  the  general  information 
that  proves  to  us  conclusively  that  dis- 
crimination exists  to  the  extent  of  several 
hundred  per  cent,  in  some  cases,  yet  the 
absolute  proof,  the  railway  tariffs,  are 
hard  to  obtain  and  the  technical  and  in- 
tricate nature  of  these  tariffs  make  it 
very  difficult  to  show  that  proof  as  plainly 
as  might  be.  We  have  reason  to  believe, 
however,  that  our  application  will  be  suc- 
cessful though  the  struggle  may  be  pro- 
longed. 

The  difficulties  surrounding  the  bringing 
to  a  successful  issue  claims  of  this  kind, 
and  the  injustice  meted  out  to  the  people 
by  the  railway  company's  abuse  of  their 
privilege,  should  make  us  stand  out  more 
firmly  in  our  demands  for  amendments 
in  railway  legislation  as  being  the  only 
logical  way  of  controlling  the  railways, 
while  they  remain  in  the  hands  of  private 
ownership.  The  unsatisfactory  condi- 
tions arising  out  of  the  autocratic  methods 
and  the  insatiate  greed  of  the  railway 
companies  are,  each  year,  becoming  more 
and  more  acute.  We  believe  that  the 
railway  board  are  faithful  to  their  trust 
and  doing  a  good  work,  yet  their  juris- 
diction in  many  matters  is  too  limited  and 
the  law  is  nor  clearly  enough  defined  for 
their  guidance.  A  request  has  been  made 
to  the  government  to  have  the  act  amend- 
ed in  the  respect  of  compelling  in  all  cases 
suitable  fences  and  guards,  liability  in  all 
cases  for  injury  to  stock,  that  more  com- 
plete jurisdiction  be  given  to  the  board, 
that  power  be  given  to  them  or  to  some 
other  independent  court'  to  try  cases 
where  claims  are  made  against  the  rail- 
ways, with  powerto  award  summary  judg« 
ment,  that  over  capitalization  be  prohi- 
bited, and  a  true  valuation  of  all  railways- 
be  taken,  this  actual  valuation  to  be  taken 
as  a  basis  for  the  framing  of  their  tariffs. 
We  have  very  good  reason  to  believe  that 
many  of  these  amendments  will  shortly 
be  made  and  that  they  will  all  be  made  at 
no  distant  date,  if  the  farmers'  associations 
will  continue  to  demand  them. 

During  the  summer  we  demanded  of 
the  C.  P.  R.  that  they  conform  to  the- 
ruling  of  the  commission  and  install 
watering  facilities  at  their  stock  yards 
along  the  C.  &  E.  line.  Mr.  McMullen,. 
their  stock  agent,  went  over  the  ground 
and  reported  to  us  that  such  would  be 
done  without  delay.    So   far,  however,. 
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we  have  had  no  notification  that  this 
has  been  done  at  any  of  the  points  men- 
tioned. Some  time  ago  we  made  a  request 
for  reduced  rates  on  hay,  feed  and  seed  be- 
tween northern  and  southern  points. 
This  they  refused  to  consider  at  the  time. 
Later  in  the  season  they  reduced  the  rates 
on  these  from  Eastern  Canada,  and  a 
short  time  ago  they  notified  us  that  they 
have  now  reduced  these  rates  between 
points  north  of  Red  Deer  and  south  of 
Claresholm. 

In  conclusion  we  would  strongly  re- 
commend that  the  association  follow  up 
with  vigor  the  work  now  under  way. 


ORGANIZATION  COMMITTEE'S 
REPORT 

The  following  annual  report  of  the  or- 
ganization committee  of  the  U.  F.  A.  was 
read  at  the  Calgary  convention: 

The  organization  committee  appointed 
at  the  close  of  the  last  annual  convention 
beg  to  report  that  the  past  year  has  wit- 
nessed great  strides  in  the  growth  of  the 
association.  At  the  time  of  the  last 
convention  the  number  of  active  local 
unions  was  122,  while  today  there  are  216 
on  the  books,  with  over  25  applications 
for  organization  on  file  waiting  to  be 
attended  to  as  soon  as  the  work  of  the 
convention  is  over.  Your  committee  has 
to  admit  that  nothing  like  the  amount 
of  work  which  could  have  been  done  has 
been  attempted,  and  the  reason  of  this 
is  not  far  to  seek.  In  the  first  place  your 
committee  have  been  greatly  handicapped 
by  the  lack  of  funds,  and  another  great 
drawback  has  been  the  lack  of  assistance. 
Situated  as  the  association  is  at  the  present 
time  the  latter  fact  will  always  be  apparent 
unless  some  scheme  can  be  devised  where- 
by good  volunteers  can  be  secured  to  work 
up  certain  districts. 

The  suggestion  has  been  made  that  an 
effort  should  be  made  to  secure  the  assist- 
ance of  at  least  one  good  man  in  each  of 
the  provincial  constituencies  and  that  a 
thorough  campaign  be  entered  into  to 
cover  the  whole  province.  Whether  this 
can  be  done  depends  entirely  upon  the 
possibility  of  securing  these  canvassers, 
but  some  such  plan  is  worthy  of  consider- 
ation. 

All  Must  Help 

Another  great  diflSculty  is  that  of  finding 
the  persons  who  would  be  willing  to  see 
to  the  advertising  of  the  meetings,  arrange 
for  school  house  or  hall,  and  generally 
supervise  the  arrangements  until  the 
organizer  can  arrive.  This  difficulty  is, 
of  course  met  with  when  an  organizer  tries 
to  cover  a  certain  area  within  a  stated  time 


and  wants  to  hold  one.  or  two  meetings 
every  day. 

In  the  localities  where  some  effort  has 
been  made  to  form  a  local  union  this  diffi- 
culty as  not  been  met  with,  but  unless  men 
can  be  secured  close  at  hand  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  a  few  organizers  to  cover 
the  country,  answering  the  calls  already 
received  and  arranging  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  unions.  The  expense  of  send- 
ing one  man  a  long  distance  for  one  meet- 
ing is  too  great  at  the  present  stage  of  our 
development. 

Your  committee  is  pleased  to  state 
that  a  large  amount  of  local  work  has  been 
done  this  year,  and  many  members  have 
done  a  great  deal  to  further  the  interests 
of  the  organization  work.  Without  this 
assistance  the  work  would  not  have  been 
nearly  so  far  advanced  as  it  is  at  present. 
This  kind  of  work  is  greatly  appreciated 
and  is  always  most  acceptable. 

Life  Membership  Fund 

Some  mention  should  be  made  of  the 
life  membership  fund.  This  has  not 
been  pushed  very  rapidly  during  the  past 
year  and  the  number  of  life  members  is 
not  great.  It  was  stated  at  the  last  con- 
vention that  this  year  could  be  looked  upon 
as  the  bargain  year,  and  those  who  came 
in  would  be  upon  the  ground  floor.  For 
this  reason  and  feeling  that  there  was  no 
settled  plan  for  the  investment  of  the 
money  taken  in  under  the  present  plan 
your  committee  have  not  tried  to  secure 
life  members,  and  the  few  who  have 
joined  have  done  so  voluntarily.  A  plan 
has  been  proposed  for  consideration  at  this 
convention  which  is  patterned  after  the 
Saskatchewan  plan,  and  which  has  been 
found  to  work  very  satisfactorily  there. 
If  this  meets  with  your  approval  it  will  be 
rapidly  extended  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Your  committee  would  draw  your 
attention  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  asso- 
ciation and  would  ask  for  your  considera- 
tion of  an  efficient  organization  scheme 
for  the  coming  year's  work  ,  as  past  experi- 
ence has  demonstrated  that  the  country 
is  ripe  for  organization  and  that  the  farm- 
ers are  keen  to  join  the  association,  but 
that  they  want  to  have  the  work  explained 
to  them  before  they  will  start. 

Rapid  Growth 

The  association  has  grown  rapidly  in 
all  parts  of  the  province,  but  it  is  especially 
true  during  the  past  year  of  Southern 
Alberta,  and  to  the  south  must  be  given 
the  credit  of  the  largest  local  unions  in  the 
province.  A  great  deal  of  the  credit 
belongs  to  the  officers  of  the  local  unions, 
for  it  is  found  that  where  they  are  active 
and  take  a  great  interest  in  their  work  the 
local  union  will  be  strong  and  active 
and  a  power  in  the  district,  while  if  the 
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local  officers  are  inclined  to  be  careless 
the  union  will  not  grow  very  rapidly. 

The  thanks  of  the  committee  are  due 
to  those  local  members  who  have  assisted 
so  ably  during  the  past  year,  and  as  it 
would  be  impossible  to  mention  all  who 
have  rendered  this  assistance  the  commit- 
tee thinks  it  better  to  give  this  general 
expression  of  appreciation. 

To  the  officers  who  have  also  ably 
assisted  the  thanks  of  the  committee  are 
also  due.  Some  of  the  directors  have 
devoted  considerable  time  to  this  most 
important  work  during  the  past  year,  in 
some  instances  having  been  out  for  ex- 
tended trips  in  connection  with  the  work, 
and  no  doubt  they  will  have  individual 
reports  to  present  you  showing  just  what 
was  done. 

Your  committee  realize  that  the  organ- 
ization work  is  a  serious  problem  and  hope 
that  before  the  convention  closes  some 
definite  scheme  will  have  been  devised 
where  not  only  the  funds  but  the  assistance 
also  will  be  forthcoming  to  make  the  organ- 
ization work  for  1911  the  banner  year  in 
the  history  of  the  association. 

Your  committee  have  no  definite  plans 
to  submit  to  you,  beyond  t^e  suggestions 
which  have  already  been  given,  but  any 
suggestions  for  the  further  advancement 
of  this  most  necessary  work  will  be 
gratefully  received. 


ELEVATOR  COMMITTEE'S 
REPORT 

The  following  report  of  the  elevator 
committee  was  presented  by  Mr.  J. 
Quinsey: 

At  the  last  U.F.  A. convention  a  resolution 
was  passed,  that  a  committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  formulate  a  fully  detailed  plan  for 
a  system  of  government  elevators,  and  to 
submit  the  same  at  the  first  sitting  of 
parliament.  At  the  same  time  Mr. 
Rutherford  stated  that  if  a  satisfactory 
scheme  could  be  evolved  for  a  system 
of  internal  elevators  the  government 
was  prepared  to  carry  it  out.  Taking 
these  together  it  seemed,  on  the  surface, 
that  your  elevator  committee  would  have 
an  easy  time  of  it,  and  would  incidentally 
cover  themselves  with  glory. 

It  was  suggested  by  many  that  in  for- 
mulating a  plan,  the  committee  could 
take  the  plan  presented  by  the  Manitoba 
Grain  Growers'  Association,  but  it  was 
found  that  however  suitable  the  plan 
might  be  for  Manitoba  it  could  not  be 
adapted  to  Alberta  and  Western  shipping 
conditions.  The  Manitoba  plan  was 
made  conformable  to  the  Manitoba  Grain 
Act,  but  the  Manitoba  Grain  Act  does  not 
conform  to  the  needs  of  Western  ship- 
ments, and  it  is  to  the  needs  of  Western 


shipments  that  the  Alberta  elevator 
system  must  conform,  to  be  at  all  satis- 
factory. Your  committee  pointed  out 
these  things  to  the  members  of  our  asso- 
ciation through  the  medium  of  the  secre- 
tary's circular  letters  to  the  branches, 
and  asked  for  suggestions  from  the  mem- 
bers, but  no  suggestions  were  forthcoming 
which  seemed  to  throw  any  new  light  on 
the  subject. 

Saskatchewan  Report 

Your  committee  also  hoped  to  gain 
information  from  the  report  of  the  Sas- 
katchewan elevator  commission;  that, 
however,  does  not  seem  to  help  much,  and 
as  it  has  not  yet  been  reported  on  by  the 
Saskatchewan  Grain  Growers  we  can 
only  guess  their  opinion  of  it.  We  have 
not  then  been  in  a  position  to  formulate 
any  detailed  plan  that  under  the  existing 
conditions  would  be  altogether  satisfac- 
tory. 

We  would  submit  for  your  consideration 
that  any  system  of  elevators  for  Alberta, 
to  give  the  best  results  to  the  producer, 
would  need  as  their  complement  a  govern- 
ment terminal  at  Calgary,  and  later  on, 
at  such  other  points  from  which  shipping 
shall  be  made  westward. 

The  reason  is  this:  a  very  large  per- 
centage of  our  Alberta  grain  finds  a  market 
in  interior  points  of  British  Columbia — 
that  market  cannot  be  supplied  in  large 
quantities  at  a  time,  but  must  be  delivered 
and  distributed  as  consumption  requires. 
Simply  making  Calgary  an  order  point 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  get  the  full 
benefit  of  that  interior  market.  The 
producer  must  have  some  place  to  store 
his  grain,  but  any  system  of  internal 
elevators  through  the  province  would  soon 
be  blocked  if  the  producer  were  permitted 
to  store  his  grain  there.  The  Grain  Act, 
as  it  is  at  present,  allows  the  operator  of  an 
elevator  to  send  the  farmers'  grain  in  store 
forward  to  the  terminals  at  Fort  William 
or  Port  Arthur,  but  the  Alberta  farmer 
does  nor  want  his  grain  there — it  is  worth 
more  in  British  Columbia.  A  terminal 
at  the  Pacific  coast  would  be  all  right  for 
export  grain,  but  very  little  use  for  British 
Columbia  consumption. 

B.  C.  Interior  Trade 

It  is  a  very  .great  loss  to  the  farmers 
not  to  be  able  to  get  the  benefit  of  the 
interior  trade  of  British  Columbia — we 
have  known  instances  during  the  present 
season  where  the  elevator  owners  could 
make  a  straight  profit  of  $180.00  on  a 
single  car  of  oats.  At  present  a  commis- 
sion firm  cannot  get  the  best  price  for  the 
farmer,  because  not  having  a  place  to  hold 
he  is  forced  to  sell  to  the  trade,  while  by 
holding  he  might  get  the  premium  now 
paid  to  the  elevator  owner.  Shipping 
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carloads  direct  from  the  farmer  to  the 
consumer  or  retail  dealer  is  not  very 
satisfactory — the  buyer  often  wants  it  in 
sacks  of  uniform  weight,  and  clean,  and 
for  this  he  is  willing  to  pay  a  premium. 

Many  British  Columbia  buyers  tell  us 
plainly  that  they  cannot  afford  to  buy  from 
the  farmer  at  any  price,  because  needing 
a  steady  supply,  which  the  farmer  cannot 
furnish,  they  would  be  held  up  by  the 
elevator  owner  at  some  time  later.  Of 
course  we  are  free  to  admit  that  the 
elevator  owners  are  entitled  to  a  profit  on 
their  investment,  and  for  the  services  they 
perform,  if  they  were  only  willing  to  be 
satisfied  with  their  fair  share. 

Acts  Should  be  Changed 

As  we  understand  it,  the  Grain  Act, 
the  Weights  and  Measures  and  Inspection 
Act  are  under  Dominion  government 
control,  so  that  for  a  farmer  to  be  able 
to  have  his  grain  stored,  cleaned,  sacked 
and  shipped  to  a  buyer,  with  a  government 
certificate  of  weight  and  grade,  he  would 
have  to  put  it  through  Dominion  terminal 
plant.  Inspecting  grain  in  sacks  is  unsat- 
isfactory business,  and  while  weights  may 
be  mutually  agreed  upon,  government 
storage,  weight  and  grade  would  save  lots 
of  trouble  to  all  parties  concerned  doing 
a  legitimate  business. 

We  would  recommend  that  this  associa- 
tion take  a  strong  stand  in  asking  that 


Calgary  be  made  an  order  point,  that 
Calgary  be  made  a  terminal  point,  and 
that  the  Act  be  amended,  restraining 
the  forcing  of  Alberta  grain  in  store  to 
the  eastern  terminals. 


PORK  PACKING  REPORT 

The  following  report  of  the  U.F.A 
committee  on  the  proposed  pork  packing 
plant  was  presented  by  Mr.  E.  Carswell: 

Your  committee  appointed  to  look 
after  the  farmers'  interest  re  the  proposed 
pork  packing  plant  interviewed  the 
minister  asking  that  assistance  be  given 
to  the  live  stock  commissioner  in  his 
canvass  for  hogs;  this  was  assented  to 
and  assistance  given.  The  returns  as 
represented  by  the  commissioners  are 
very  unsatisfactory,  only  about  one 
quarter  of  the  required  number.  We 
have  interviewed  the  minister  as  to  what 
can  be  hoped  for  in  the  way  of  the  govern- 
ment moving  in  the  matter;  his  reply 
was  that  they  would  not  be  justified  in 
going  on  with  the  small  number  sub- 
scribed. Your  committee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  if  a  personal  canvas  could  be 
organized  and  carried  out,  the  required 
number  could  be  obtained;  this  would, 
of  course,  necessitate  considerable  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  association;  which 
effort  we  -trongly  r<-commend  to  be  made. 


Official  Minutes  of  Convention 

The  annual  convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  was  held  in  the  Assembly 
Room,  city  hall,  Calgary,  on  Tuesday,  January  17,  1911,  at  10.30  a.m.,  with  the 
president,  Mr,  Jas.  Bower,  in  the  chair. 

In  calling  the  convention  to  order,  the  president  referred  to  the  great  work  which 
had  been  done  during  the  past  year,  and  the  work  which  would  have  to  be  taken  up 
dut-ing  the  coming  year.    He  then  called  upon  Mr.  J.  W.  Mitchell,  mayor  of  Calgary. 

Mayor  Mitchell  spoke  briefly  and  referred  to  the  great  work  the  farmers  have  done 
for  the  country.  He  said  that  as  the  son  of  an  English  farmer  he  felt  more  than  an 
ordinary  pleasure  in  extending  the  freedom  of  the  city  to  a  body  of  representative 
farmers. 

The  president  then  called  upon  Hon.  Duncan  Marshall,  minister  of  agriculture. 

Mr.  Marshall  thanked  the  members  for  the  invitation  which  had  been  extended 
to  him  to  attend  the  convention  and  address  the  delegates  and  referred  to  the  great 
assistance  which  had  been  given  him  during  the  past  year  not  only  by  the  oflBcers  of  the 
association  but  also  by  the  members.  Mr.  Marshall  referred  to  the  resolutions  passed 
at  the  last  convention.  In  regard  to  the  labor  bureau  question  he  stated  his  department 
was  prepared  to  give  every  assistance.  The  association  had  done  splendid  work  in  the 
matter  of  transportation  and  the  government  will  be  pleased  to  further  assist  in  the 
splendid  work  which  has  been  and  is  being  done  by  the  association. 

In  regard  to  the  pork  packing  agreement  he  said  that  less  than  13,000  hogs  had 
been  guaranteed  and  the  government  was  not  justified  in  going  on  with  the  work. 

The  question  of  local  improvement  districts  had  come  up  and  the  government  had 
decided  not  to  introduce  a  Municipal  Act  at  the  last  session,  but  at  the  next  session  it 
was  hoped  that  tais  legislation  would  be  introduced.  The  government  would  be 
pleased  to  receive  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  organization  of  rural  municipalities. 

Referring  to  the  notes  taken  by  machine  companies  he  stated  that  something  had 
been  done  and  an  Act  had  been  passed  wiping  out  the  mortgage  clause  in  lien  notes.  It 
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was  hoped  to  go  still  further  and  the  assistance  of  the  farmers  was  want'^d  in  this  next 
step  which  would  possibly  result  in  a  standard  agreement  for  the  sale  of  machinery 
being  drafted  and  accepted  as  the  only  one  which  would  be  recognized  in  the  province. 

It  was  also  hoped  that  at  the  next  session  an  Act  would  be  introduced  which  would 
amalgamate  the  present  pound  law,  herd  law  and  estray  animals  ordinances. 

Mr.  Marshall  referred  to  the  work  which  had  been  done  by  the  Canadian  Council 
of  Agriculture  especially  in  the  demand  for  a  lower  tariff,  and  spoke  of  the  work  under- 
taken by  his  department  in  investigating  freight  rates  on  coal.  Statistics  had  been 
secured  from  over  one  half  of  the  United  States  and  with  tnis  information  on  hand  a 
meeting  had  been  arranged  with  the  railway  companies  which  would  take 
place  this  week  and  if  they  would  not  agree  to  any  changes  then  tHe  complete 
case  would  be  taken  to  the  railway  commission  for  settlement. 

Mr.  Marshall  also  spoke  of  the  work  being  done  by  the  live  stock  commissioner 
and  what  would  be  expected  of  the  demonstration  farms  which  would  be  established 
by  the  government  in  Alberta. 

Greetings  From  Other  Provinces 

Mr.  T.  A.  Crerar,  president  of  the  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Company,  then  conveyed 
the  greetings  of  Manitoba  to  the  convention  and  spoke  of  the  work  which  had  been  done. 
He  hoped  that  the  result  of  the  convention  would  mean  the  bringing  about  of  much 
good  for  the  delegates  and  all  connected  with  the  association. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Green,  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Saskatchewan  Grain  Growers'  Asso- 
ciation conveyed  the  greetings  of  the  Saskatchewan  Grain  Growers  and  spoke  on  the 
need  of  the  farmers  organizations  and  the  work  which  would  have  to  be  done. 

Resolution  Committee  Appointed 
The  president  then  nominated  Messrs.  F.  H.  Herbert,  Strathcona;     M.  E.  Sly, 
Strathmore,  and  J.  Kemmis,  Cowley,  as  the  resolution  committee. 

Adjournment 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  and  unanimously  carried,  that  we  do  now  adjourn 
to  1.30  p.m. 

Tuesday  Afternoon  Session 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  1.45  p.m.  by  President  Bower,  who  stated  that 
the  first  business  to  be  taken  up  was  receiving  the  reports  for  the  year. 

President's  Address 

President  Bower  then  presented  his  annual  address  to  the  convention  and  same 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

Vice-President's  Address 

Vice-President  Tregillus  then  presented  his  annual  address  to  the  convention  and 
same  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Report  of  Board  of  Directors 

The  annual  report  of  the  board  of  directors  and  executive  committee  was  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Jas.  Speakman  and  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Telegram  Read 

The  president  then  read  a  telegram  which  had  just  been  received  from  Mr.  T. 
Balaam,  director  for  Victoria  district,  conveying  greetings  to  the  convention  and  re- 
gretting his  inability  to  be  present. 

Secretary's  Report 

The  annual  report  of  the  secretary  was  then  read  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Treasurer's  and  Auditor's  Report 

The  annual  financial  statement,  together  with  the  auditor's  report,  was  then 
presented  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Report  of  the  Legislative  Committee 

The  annual  report  of  the  legislative  committee  was  presented  by  Vice-President 
Tregillus,  and  after  several  questions  in  regard  to  same  had  been  answered  was  unan- 
imously adopted. 

Report  of  Transportation  Committee 
The  annual  report  of  the  transportation  committee  was  presented  by  President 
Bower  and  after  several  questions  had  been  answered  in  regard  to  same  was  unanimously 
adopted. 
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Report  of  Pork  Packing  Plant  Committee 
A  report  from  the  committee  appointed  to  assist  in  the  work  of  securing  the  co- 
operative pork  packing  plant  was  presented  by  Mr.  E.  Carsweil,  and  after  some  dis- 
cussion was  laid  on  the  table  for  further  consideration. 

Report  of  Organization  Committee 
The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  take  up  organization  work,  was  presented 
by  Mr.  D.  W.  Warner,  and  after  several  questions  had  been  answered  it  was  decided 
to  table  the  report  for  further  consideration. 

Report  of  Elevator  Committee 
The  report  of  the  elevator  committee  was  presented  by  Mr.  J.  Quinsey  and  it  was 
decided  to  lay  same  upon  the  table  for  further  consideration. 

Adjournment 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried,  that  the  convention 
do  now  adjourn  till  7.30  p.m. 

Evening  Session 

On  calling  the  meeting  to  order  at  7.30  o'clock  the  president  stated  that  before 
taking  up  the  election  of  oflBcers  it  would  be  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  report  from 
the  elevator  committee. 

A  long  discussion  then  ensued,  several  delegates  taking  part  in  same,  and  Messrs. 
T.  A.  Crerar,  E.  A.  Partridge  and  F.  W.  Green  were  requested  to  give  their  views 
as  far  as  the  Eastern  provinces  were  concerned  on  the  question  of  government  ownership 
of  line  elevators,  and  the  working  of  the  Manitoba  Grain  Act  along  the  lines  suggested 
by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Barker  then  moved  and  Mr.  Nathurst  seconded,  "That  the  report  of  the 
elevator  committee  be  accepted  and  adopted  and  that  the  directors  be  authorized  to 
follow  up  the  recommendations  of  the  committee.    Carried  unanimously. 

Election  of  OflScers 

The  election  of  oflScers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Glass  moved  and  Mr.  W.  R.  Ball  seconded:  That  all  candidates  for  ofece 
express  themselves  to  the  convention  for  five  minutes  before  voting  takes  place. 

Mr.  Barker  moved  as  an  amendment  and  Mr.  Nathorst  seconded.  That  the  pro- 
cedure adopted  at  the  last  annual  convention  be  followed. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried  and  the  motion  lost 

Nominations  for  President 

Mr.  Adair  moved  and  Mr.  Morland  seconded.  That  Mr.  Jas.  Bower  be  nominated 
for  president. 

Mr.  Barker  moved  and  Mr.  Glass  seconded:  That  the  secretary  act  as  chairman 
of  the  convention  pending  the  nomination  and  election  of  the  president.  Carried. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Ball  moved  and  Mr.  Glass  seconded:  That  Mr.  W.  J.  Tregillus  be 
nominated  for  president. 

Nominations  Closed 
It  was  then  moved  and  seconded:    That  nominations  do  now  close.  Carried. 
The  chairman  nominated  Messrs.  Speakman,  Warner,  Jackman  and  Campbell  to 
act  as  scrutineers  during  the  election. 

Vote  Taken 

The  ballot  was  then  held  and  the  scrutineers  declared  the  result  as  follows: — 
Mr.  Jas.  Bower,  1«0. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Tregillus,  39. 

The  chairman  then  declared  Mr.  Bower  re-elected  president  for  the  ensuing  year 
and  vacated  the  chair  in  his  favor. 

Mr.  Bower  was  received  with  great  applause  and  briefly  thanked  the  convention 
for  the  honor  they  had  conferred  on  him  by  re-electing  him  to  the  presidency  for  the 
third  term. 

Three  cheers  and  a  tiger  were  then  given  for  the  president  and  Mr.  Tregillus,  both 
of  whom  returned  thanks. 

Nominations  for  Vice-President 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  and  Mr.  Pye  seconded:  That  Mr.  W.  J,  Tregillus  be  nominated 
for  vice-preiident. 

Mr.  Glambeck  moved  that  Mr.  J.  Quinsey  be  nominated  for  vice-president. 
At  the  request  of  the  nominee  Mr.  Glambeck  withdrew  his  nomination. 
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Nominations  Closed 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried:  That  nominations 
do  now  close. 

The  president  then  declared  Mr.  Tregillus  elected  vice-president  for  the  ensuing 
year  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  Tregillus  briefly  returned  thanks  to  the  convention  for  the  honor  they  had 
conferred  upon  him  by  re-electing  him  to  the  vice-presidency. 

Directors  at  Large 

Nominations  were  then  received  for  the  office  of  directors  at  large,  as  follows: 

Mr.  D.  W.  Warner,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Ziebell  and  Cammack. 

Mr.  E,  Carswell,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Pye  and  White. 

Mr.  J.  Kemmis,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Henderson  and  Tregillus. 

Mr.  J.  Speakman,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Griesbach  and  Richards. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Saunders,  nominated  by  Messrs.  F.  Barker  and  Moore. 

Mr.  J.  Quinsey,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Bain. 

Mr.  R.  Sheppard,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Barnett  and  Lincoln. 

Nominations  Closed 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried:  That  nominations 
do  now  close. 

Adjournment 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried:  That  the  convention  do 
now  adjourn  till  Wednesday  morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 

Wednesday  Morning  Session 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  on  Wednesday  morning  by  President  Bower 
at  9.45  o'clock. 

Candidates  Express  Themselves 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:  That  all  candidates  for  office  express  themselves 
on  the  question  of  Direct  Legislation.  Carried. 

The  candidates  were  then  called  upon,  and  all  expressed  themselves  as  being  in 
favor  of  Direct  Legislation.  Messrs.  Carswell  and  Kemmis  withdrew  their  nominations 
with  the  consent  of  their  movers  and  seconders. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:  That  every  delegate  must  vote  for  three  candidates, 
otherwise  that  the  ballot  paper  be  counted  as  spoiled.  Carried. 

Address  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Partridge 

While  the  ballots  were  being  distributed,  marked  and  counted,  Mr.  E.  A.  Partridge, 
of  Sintaluta,  Sask.,  gave  a  very  interesting  address  on  the  subject  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Railway. 

Scrutineers  Appointed 

The  president  appointed  Messrs.  Hallberg,  Cohagen  and  Bowes  to  act  as  scrut- 
ineers at  the  elections. 

The  ballots  were  then  counted  and  the  result  declared  as  follows: — 

Mr.  J.  Speakman,  166. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Warner,  165. 

Mr.  J.  Quinsey,  142. 

Mr.  R.  Sheppard,  49 

Mr.  W.  B.  Saunders,  25. 

Mr.  E.  Carswell,  4. 

Mr.  J.  Kemmis,  1. 

The  president  then  declared  Mressrs.  Speakman,  Warner  and  Quinsey  elected 
directors  at  large  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Nominations  for  District  Directors 

(Victoria  Constituency) 
Mr.  P.  S.  Austin,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Farrell. 

(Edmonton  Constituency) 
Mr.  G.  S.  Long,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Williams  and  Clare. 

(Strathcona  Constituency) 
Mr.  J.  R.  Pointer,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Langston  and  Ziebell. 
Mr.  R.  Sheppard,  nominated  by  Messrs.  McDonald  and  G.  Ball. 
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(Red  Deer  Constituency) 
Mr.  E.  Carswell,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Jamieson  and  Greening. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Adair,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Buckingham  and  Steele. 

(Calgary  Constituency) 
Mr.  H.  Wood,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Peterson  and  Pierson. 
Mr.  M.  E.  Sly,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Worthington  and  Wallace. 

(Medicine  Hat  Constituency) 
Mr.  J.  E.  Ostrander,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Macomber  andJAllan. 

(Macleod  Constituency) 
Mr.  G.  A.  Malchow,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Torguson  and  Davis. 
Mr.  G.  Barker,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Whitehead  and  F.  Barker. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Glass,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Black  and  Horner. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Buchanan,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Kemmis  and  Henderson. 
Mr.  W.  B.  Saunders,  nominated  by  Messrs.  Wenger  and  Parker. 
The  candidates  briefly  expressed  themselves  on  the  subject  of  Direct '  Legislation, 
and  the  president  then  declared  Messrs.  Austin,  Long  and  Ostrander  elected  by  accla- 
mation and  ordered  an  election  in  the  other  constituencies. 

Adjournment 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded:  That  we  do  now  adjourn  till^two  o'clock. 
Carried. 

Wednesday  Afternoon  Session 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  President  Bower  at  two  o'clock,  and  the 
president  spoke  briefly  on  the  work  being  done  by  The  Guide,  and  the  need  of  every 
member  supporting  same. 

Report  of  the  Resolution  Committee 

The  resolution  committee  then  reported,  as  follows: — 
Your  committee  on  resolutions  beg  to  submit  the  following  report: 
On  being  appointed  your  committee  received  a  mass  of  correspondence  and  a 
number  of  circulars,  from  which  they  have  unearthed  the  resolutions  sent  in  from  time  to 
time  during  the  past  year  for  the  consideration  of  this  convention. 

Many  of  these  resolutions  were  contained  in  the  body  of  a  semi-private  letter,  one 
on  an  entertainment  programme,  others  were  written  on  both  sides  of  the  paper,  again, 
many  resolutions  were  in  such  shape  that  perhaps  the  committee  may  have  done 
unintentional  injustice  to  the  originator  of  a  resolution  in  preparing  it  for  the  printer. 
Therefore  your  committee  desire  to  make  the  following  suggestions  which  they  feel 
will  greatly  aid  the  dispatch  of  business  and  lighten  the  labor  of  the  secretary  and 
future  committees. 

Your  committee  believe  that  all  resolutions  should  be  sent  in  to  the  secretary 
legibly  written  or  typed  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  not  more  than  one  resolution  on 
a  sheet,  and  written  only  on  one  side  of  the  paper. 

These  resolutions  should  be  signed  by  the  mover  and  seconder,  be  endorsed  by 
the  local  union  and  have  the  name  and  number  of  the  local  union  thereon.  The  resolu- 
tion paper  might  be  printed,  put  up  in  tablets  and  issued  to  the  local  unions,  and  when 
returned  could  be  filed  according  to  subjects  in  the  secretary's  oflice. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  H.  HERBERT 
M.EUGENE  SLY 
J.  KEMMIS 

Mr.  Ziebell  moved  and  Mr.  Green  seconded:  That  the  reports  of  the  resolution 
committee  be  adopted.  Carried. 

Altering  Resolutions 

Moved  by  Mr.  Isaac  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Wilton: 

Resolved, — That  it  shall  be  lawful  with  the  permission  of  the  mover,  during  the 
discussion  of  proposed  amendments  to  the  constitution,  to  so  modify,  amplify,  or 
reconstruct  any  such  proposed  amendments,  as  shall  better  set  forth  the  meaning  and 
purpose  desired,  without  altering  tne  sense  of  the  proposed  amendment.  Carried. 

Limiting  Speeches  on  Resolutions 

Moved  by  Mr.  Jackman  and  seconded  by  Mr.  McLaughlin: 

Resolved, — That  this  union  is  in  favor  of  limiting  each  delegate  to  the  annual 

convention  to  speaking  once  on  one  subject,  except  in  the  case  of  a  mover  of  a  resolution, 

who  should  have  an  opportunity  to  reply.  Carried. 
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Limiting  Length  of  Speeches 
Moved  by  Mr.  Jackman,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Ziebell: 

That  this  meeting  is  in  favor  of  limiting  a  mover  of  a  resolution  at  the  annual 
convention  to  a  speecli  of  ten  minutes,  and  any  other  speaker  to  five  minutes.  Carried. 

The  draft  Act  of  Incorporation  and  amendments  to  the  constitution  were  then 
taken  up  and  considered. 

Proposed  Act  of  Incorporation 

Mr.  McLaughlin  moved  and  Mr.  Whitehead  seconded:  That  the  following 
draft  act  of  incorporation  be  adopted  by  this  convention. 

"An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta'* 

**  Whereas  the  persons  hereinafter  named  and  others  have  associated  themselves 
together  and  have  formed  a  society  under  the  name  of  'The  United  Farmers  of  Alberta;' 

"  And  whereas  the ^^d  persons  have  prayed  to  be  incorporated  under  the  name  of 
'The  United  Farmers  ©nilberta'  and  it  is  expedient  to  grant  their  prayer; 

"Therefore  His  Majesty  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  legislative 
assenaWy  of  Alberta  enacts  as  follows: 

y^^*''  1.  (Here  will  be  given  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the  Association)  and  all  other 
persons  who  are  now  or  shall  from  time  to  time  be  and  become  members  of  the  said 
society  are  hereby  declared  to  be  a  body  corporate  and  politic  under  the  name  of  'The 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta,'  and  by  that  name  shall  have,  in  addition  to  the  powers 
which  corporations  or  bodies  politic  and  corporate  have  under  The  Interpretation  Act 
the  power  of  acquiring  and  holding  real  property  for  the  purpose  for  which  the  corpor- 
ation is  constituted  and  to  alienate  the  same  at  pleasure. 

"2.  The  object  of  the  society  shall  be  to  forward  the  interests  of  the  farmers  of 
Alberta  in  every  honorable  and  legitimate  way. 

"3.  The  society  or  a  council  or  a  committee  or  a  board  of  directors  elected  by 
it  shall  have  power  from  time  to  time  to  make  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  society  not  inconsistent  with  any  act  or  law  in  force  in  Alberta. 

"4.  The  present  constitution  and  bylaws  of  the  said  association  shall  be  until 
amended  the  rules,  by-laws  and  regulations  of  the  said  corporation  and  the  present 
officers  and  directors  shall  hold  office  until  their  successors  are  appointed  in  accordance 
therewith;  and  the  said  corporation  is  hereby  vested  with  all  the  assets  and  rights,  and 
made  responsibly  for  all  the  obligations  and  liabilities  of  the  said  association^^r  Carried 
unanimously  j^X*^ 

Mr.  IJefaderson  moved  and  Mr.  Isaac  seconded:  That  the  board  of  directors  be 
instructed  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  convention  in  regard  to  incorporating  the 
association  at  the  next  session  of  the  legislature.    Carried  unanimously. 

Amendment  to  Section  25 

Mr.  Farrell  moved  and  Mr.  Campbell  seconded:  That  in  accordance  with  notice  of 
motion :  . 

That  Section  25  be  struck  out  and  the  following  new  section  inserted  in  place 
thereof : — 

"Any  person  may,  by  sending  his  name  and  address  with  $12  to  the  Central 
Association,  become  a  life  member,  but  without  convention  privileges,  unless  duly 
elected  a  delegate  by  a  local  union.  There  shall  be  three  trustees  to  have  charge  of  the 
life  membership  fund,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  and  hold  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
board  of  directors,  who  shall  fix  their  remuneration.  Two  dollars  of  the  life  membership 
fund  shall  go  to  the  general  fund  of  the  central  association;  ten  dollars  shall  go  into  a 
trust  fund  to  be  invested  by  the  trustees,  secured  by  first  mortgages  on  improved  farm 
lands  at  not  more  than  40  per  cent,  of  their  valuation.  The  interest  only  of  the  fund 
shall  go  into  the  general  revenue  of  the  central  association.  The  trust  fund  shall  be 
deposited  in  a  chartered  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  life  trust  fund  of  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  (incorporated)  and  shall  only  be  withdrawn  at  the  order  of  the  trustees. 
The  trustees  shall  give  security  by  bonds,  satisfactory  to  the  executive,  as  provided  for 
in  the  Trustees  Ordinance.  They  shall  present  to  the  directors,  who  shall  present  it 
to  the  annual  meeting,  a  report  showing  the  amount  of  the  fund,  expense  and  net 
revenue.  The  trustees  shall  elect  a  chairman  and  secretary-treasurer  from  among 
themselves.  The  trustees  shall  issue  a  certificate  to  each  life  member.  Tnese  shall 
be  numbered  consecutively." 

Amendment 

Moved  by  Mr.  Alexander  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Luchia  as  an  amendment: 
That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the  section:—^ 

Be  it  understood  that  at  the  end  of  five  years  or  any  multiple  of  five  years  from 
the  date  of  incorporation  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  a  regularly  constituted  convention  of 
the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  the  principal  may  be  directed  to  other  usea.^' 
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Further,  that  the  board  of  directors  be  instructed  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before 
a  legal  adviser. 

Mr.  Sheppard  moved  and  Mr.  Hoadley  seconded:  That  the  whole  matter  be  laid 
over  till  the  next  annual  convention  and  that  the  directors  be  instructed  to  prepare  a 
definite  plan  to  present  to  the  convention,  further  that  the  life  membership  fund  be 
devoted  to  a  specific  purpose  as  proposed  by  the  resolution  submitted  to  this  convention. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  declared  carried 
and  the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  the  directors  for  consideration  during  the  ensuing 
year. 

Amendment  to  Section  23 

The  following  proposed  amendment  to  section  23  was  referred  to  the  board  of 
directors  for  consideration  at  the  same  time  as  the  previous  resolution: 

That  Section  23  be  amended  by  adding  thereto  a  further  clause,  to  read  as  follows: — 
**By  becoming  a  life  member  as  provided  in  Section  25  and  paying  the  annual  fee 
to  the  local  union  where  they  reside." 

Amendment  to  Section  17 

Mr.  Fiske  moved  and  Mr.  Comer  seconded:  That  in  accordance  with  notice  of 
motion 

That  Section  17  be  amended  by  inserting  "oflScers  of  this"  between  the  two  first 
words  of  said  section.    Carried  unanimously. 

Referred  to  Directors 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  already  adopted,  the  following  notice  of  motion 
was  referred  to  the  board  of  directors  for  consideration  during  the  year: 

That  Section  25  be  struck  out  and  a  new  section  inserted,  to  read  as  follows: — 
*'Any  person  may  become  a  life  member  upon  payment  of  a  fee  of  $12,  half  of 
which  shall  go  to  a  trust  fund  of  the  Central  Association,  the  interest  only  being  used, 
and  half  to  be  banked  to  the  credit  of  the  local  union.  Life  membership  in  the  local 
union  to  be  understood  with  the  option  of  changing  from  one  union  to  another  on 
change  of  residence." 

Pooling  of  Delegates  Expenses 

Mr.  Rafn  moved  and  Mr.  Henderson  seconded:  That  in  accordance  with  notice 
of  motion  the  following  amendment  be  adopted: — 

That  a  new  section  be  added  to  the  constitution,  to  read  as  follows:— 
**The  travelling  expenses  of  all  duly  qualified  delegates  to  the  annual  convention 
shall  be  borne  equally  by  all  the  delegates,  and  for  this  purpose  the  central  executive 
shall  prepare  a  statement  at  each  annual  convention,  and  shall  divide  the  railway  fare 
between  all  the  delegates,  collecting  or  paying  the  difference  in  the  fare  from  the  delegate 
before  surrendering  the  standard  certificate.    Carried  unanimously. 

Voting  by  Proxy 

Mr.  Jackman  moved:  That  in  accordance  with  notice  of  motion  the  following 
amendment  to  the  constitution  be  adopted: — 

That  the  constitution  be  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following  section: — 

"Votes  may  be  given  by  proxy  at  the  annual  convention." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  proposed  amendment  was  declared  lost. 

Political  Matters 

In  accordance  with  notice  of  motion  Mr.  Blunden,  of  Rocky  Coulee  union  moved: — 
"Whereas  the  farmers'  power  is  the  franchise,  and  that  they  are  in  the  minority 
in  both  Federal  and  provincial  houses  of  parliament,  where  they  should  have  a  majority, 
being  by  far  the  greatest  class;  resolved  that  the  constitution  of  the  U.  F.  A.  be  amend- 
ed at  the  next  convention  so  as  to  allow  politics  being  discussed  in  the  unions;  and, 
further,  that  we  endeavor  to  place  a  candidate  in  the  field  in  every  constituency,  both 
Dominion  and  provincial,  where  the  farmers  are  in  the  majority." 

It  was  explained  to  the  convention  that  it  was  allowable  to  discuss  politics  at  the 
present  time,  but  not  party  politics,  and  on  the  question  being  put  it  was  declared 
defeated. 

Number  of  Proxies 

The  following  resolution,  presented  by  Strathcona  union,  was  declared  defeated: — 
Resolved, — That  union  No.  1,  Strathcona  is  in  favor  of  votes  at  the  annual  conven- 
tion, being  allowed  by  proxy  to  a  reasonable  extent,  and  would  suggest  the  following 
system:    Delegates,  from  unions  up  to  50  miles  one  proxy  each,  from  50  to  100  miles, 
two  proxies  each,  over  100  miles,  three  proxies  each.  Defeated. 
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Appointing  Resolution  Committee 

Moved  by  Mr.  Herbert  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Kemmis: — 

Resolved. — That  in  future  the  board  of  directors  shall  appoint  the  resolution 
committee  and  that  this  committee  shall  meet  the  day  previous  to  the  annual  conven- 
tion and  consider  all  resolutions  presented  to  them.  Carried. 

Erecting  Telephone  Lines  « 

The  following  resolution  was  presented  by  Eckville  union,  and  adopted: — 
Resolved, — That  whereas  the  country  being  now  well  settled  up  and  the  farmers 
having  considerable  quantities  of  grain  and  stock  to  dispose  of,  and,  owing  to  the 
difficulty  experienced  by  farmers  in  outlying  districts,  of  knowing  the  state  of  the 
markets  at  the  various  shippiifg  points,  and,  having  regard  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
medical  assistance  promptly,  when  requested  for  urgent  cases,  therefore  the  provincial 
government  be  asked  to  further  assist  in  the  erection  of  rural  telephone  systems.  Car- 
ried. 

Homestead  Regulations 

The  following  resolution,  presented  by  Eckville  union  was  after  discussion,  de- 
clared defeated.: — 

Resolved, — That  whereas,  in  certain  sections  the  government  homestead  land  is 
so  covered  with  timber  and  brush  and  otherwise  difficult  to  work,  that  it  is  practically 
impossible  for  a  settler.without  help  as  so  many  are,  to  cultivate  the  amount  required 
by  the  homestead  regulations  within  the  speciBed  time  and  that  consequently,  the 
land  is  liable  to  concellation  and  in  many  cases  changes  hands  several  times  in  this  way, 
the  government  and  not  the  district  is  benefitted  by  the  payment  of  fees,  and  on  the 
improvements,  therefore  the  government  be  asked  to  alter  or  modify  the  regulations 
in  respect  of  such  lands.  Defeated. 

Result  of  Election 

The  ballot  now  being  ready  the  election  of  district  directors  was  proceeded  with. 

Address  From  Mr.  Chipman 

During  the  marking,  collecting  and  counting  of  the  ballots,  Mr.  G.  F.  Chipman, 
of  the  Grain  Growers'  Guide,  was  called  upon  to  address  the  convention  on  the 
work  of  The  Guide. 

The  scrutineers  declared  the  result  of  the  election  as  follows: — 

Strathcona  Constituency 

Mr.  J.  R.  Pointer,  27. 

Mr.  R.  Sheppard,  8. 

Mr.  Pointer  was  declared  elected. 

Red  Deer  Constituency  / 

Mr.  E.  Carswell,  26. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Adair,  12. 

Mr.  Carswell  was  declared  elected. 

Calgary  Constituency 

Mr.  M.  E.  *Sly,  13. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Wood,  7.  . 

Mr.  Sly  was  declared  elected. 

Macleod  Constituency 

Mr.  W.  J.  Glass,  13. 
Mr.  G.  A.  Malchow,  12. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Buchanan,  10.  • 
Mr.  G.  A.  Barker,  7. 
Mr.  W.  B.  Saunders,  3. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  and  carried:  That  the  delegates  from  the  Macleod 
constituency  shall  hold  a  second  ballot  at  the  adjournment  of  this  meeting. 

Auditor 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:  That  Mr.  E.  R.  Hallberg  be  re-elected  auditor. 
Carried  unanimously. 
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The  resolutions  were  again  taken  up,  as  follows: — 


Union  Stock  Yards 

It  was  moved  and  seconded: 

"Resolved, — That  the  time  is  now  opportune  for  the  executive  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  to  take  steps  toward  securing  union  stock  yards,  independent  of  the 
packing  and  railway  interests,  at  Calgary  and  Edmonton,  with  a  view  to  securing  a 
competitive  stock  market  at  those  points. 

Amendment 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  and  Mr.  Jackman  seconded:  That  this  resolution  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  resolution  committee  for  reconsideration. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  d^lared  carried  and  the  motion 

lost. 

Supplying  Official  Organ 

Moved  by  Strathcona  union: 

Resolved, — That  Union  No.  1,  Strathcona,  respectfully  request  the  annual  con- 
vention, to  consider  the  question  of  supplying  to  each  member  of  the  association  a 
copy  of  The  Guide  each  week,  the  cost  of  same  to  be  added  to  the  membership  fee. 

This  resolution  was  declared  to  be  unconstitutional  as  it  involved  a  change  in  the 
constitution,  and  was  therefore  declared  defeated. 

Reconsideration  of  Resolutions 

Moved  by  Strathcona  Union: — 

Resolved,  that  the  resolutions  presented  by  W.  R.  Ball  at  last  convention  and  not 
submitted  to  the  local  unions,  according  to  arrangements  made  at  last  convention, 
be  at  this  convention  reconsidered. 

At  the  request  of  the  convention  the  resolutions  referred  to  were  read  as  follows: 

Moved  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Ball:— 

*' Resolved,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention  the  price  of  coal  and  lumber 
is  too  high  and  the  cost  of  production  is  not  considered  in  fixing  the  price,  but  we  believe 
the  price  of  these  commodities  is  controlled  by  powerful  monopolies  and  combines, 
that  the  public  are  obliged  to  pay  from  100  to  200  per  cent,  over  and  above  the  cost 
of  production.  In  our  opinion,  the  coal  and  timber  lands  should  always  continue 
to  be  the  property  of  all  the  people  and  developed  in  the  interests  of  the  people  and 
should  not  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  hands  of  the  few,  thus  giving  the  few  power  to 
form  powerful  combines  and  monopolies,  thereby  securing  immense  fortunes  at  the 
expense  of  the  many.  And  further  we  believe  that  the  only  sure  remedy  for  the  people 
to  adopt  to  protect  themselves  from  the  powerful  grasp  of  these  monopolies  is  for  the 
people  through  the  government  to  own  and  operate  these  industries  in  the  interests 
of  all  the  people  and  in  order  that  the  will  of  the  people  should  be  carried  out  as  speedily 
as  possible,  we  would  ask  that  the  government  at  once  make  an  appropriation  of  $100,- 
000.00  to  build,  own  and  operate  a  saw  mill  and  another  $100,000.00  to  operate  a  coal 
mine  or  mines." 

Moved  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Ball:— 

"Resolved,  that  this  convention  is  of  the  opinion  that  when  the  price  of  any  one 
article  of  food  is  controlled  by  monopolies  or  combines  and  the  public  are  obliged  to  pay 
from  100  to  200  per  cent,  more  for  such  articles  than  cost  of  production,  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  government  to  protect  the  people  from  the  power  of  these  combines  and  we 
consider  oatmeal  one  of  the  staple  articles  of  food  that  is  universally  used  and  the 
people  ought  to  secure  the  same  at  a  small  profit,  and  in  order  to  obtain  this  we  believe 
that  the  government  should  be  asked  to  appropriate  $100,000.00  to  build,  own  and 
operate  an  oatmeal  mill  in  the  interests  of  the  people. " 

On  the  question  being  put  the  resolution  was  declared  defeated. 

Lobbying  Committee 

Moved  by  Stettler  Union: — 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  this  union  it  is  thought  necessary  for  the  furtherance  of 
our  legitimate  interests  that  a  permanent  lobbying  committee  should  be  appointed  for 
*  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  all  subjects  coming  up  for  legislation  both  at  the  provincial 
and  Dominion  parliaments.  Expenses  entailed  by  same  to  be  covered  by  a  special 
levy  on  every  member  of  the  organization." 

Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Lincoln  seconded:  "That  this  resolution  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  resolution  committee  for  reconstruction." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 
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Affiliation  With  Labor 

Moved  by  Wheatland  Centre  Union: — 

"Whereas,  this  local  is  of  the  opinion  that  all  working  people  should  be  united  in 
one  general  body,  it  is  hereby 

*'  Resolved,  that  we  ask  the  convention  to  appoint  a  committee  to  meet  and  confer 
with  the  organized  workers  of  Canada  in  regard  to  affiliating  the  U.  F.  A.  with  the  labor 
organizations  of  the  Dominion." 

Amendment 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:  "That  this  resolution  be  referred  back  to  the  resolu- 
tion committee  for  reconsideration." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

Adjournment 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded:  *'  That  we  do  now  adjourn  till  Thursday  morning 
at  nine  o'clock."  Carried. 

Public  Meeting 

On  Wednesday  evening  a  public  meeting  at  which  the  delegates  were  invited  to  be 
present  was  held  in  the  city  hall,  most  of  the  delegates  and  a  large  number  of  residents 
of  Calgary  being  present.  The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Dr.  Eggleston,  of  Portland, 
Oregon*  on  Direct  Legislation;  J.  Fels,  of  London,  England,  on  Single  Tax,  and  F.  E. 
Coulter,  of  Portland,  Oregon,  on  Direct  Taxation. 

Thursday  Morning  * 

The  convention  reassembled  on  Thursday  morning  and  was  called  to  order  by 
President  Bower  at  9.30  o'clock,  the  business  taken  up  being  the  consideration  of  reso- 
lutions. 

The  report  of  the  election  for  director  in  Macleod  constituency,  held  the  evening 
previous  was  reported  as  follows,  there  having  been  three  ballots  before  this  result  was 
reached: 

G.  W.  Buchanan,  21. 

G.  A.  Malchow,  19. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  therefore  declared  elected. 

Need  of  Organization 

Moved  by  the  members  of  Queenstown  Union: — 

**  Whereas,  we  believe  it  is  necessary  that  in  order  to  gain  our  ends  the  farmers  in 
every  part  of  the  province  should  be  organized,  and. 

Whereas,  we  think  the  time  has  come  to  carry  on  a  vigorous  campaign  for  a  thorough 
organization  and  that  the  country  is  ripe  for  such  a  move; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  we  ask  the  convention  to  adopt  a  better  and  more 
progressive  system  of  organization  and  provide  ways  and  means  to  carry  same  into  effect 
at  once,  and  that  all  power  for  carrying  out  any  suggestions  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive. 

The  following  recommendation  was  also  read: 

"We,  the. undersigned  representatives  of  the  local  unions  on  the  Lacombe  branch 
respectfully  ask  that  arrangements  be  made  for  an  organizer  for  the  said  district.  By 
so  doing  we  are  positive  of  an  increase  in  membership  of  one  thousand  members. 

Respectfully  yours, 

"Signed  by  delegates  from  Alix,  Erskine,  Stettler,  Botha,  Gadsby,  Halkirk,  Gopher 
Head,  Liberal,  Prairie  Centre." 

A  general  discussion  ensued  on  the  subject  or  organization,  and  the  general  con- 
census of  opinion  was  that  the  time  had  now  come  when  the  association  should  have  a 
permanent  office  and  that  the  organization  work  should  be  pushed  vigorously.  With 
this  recommendation  the  question  was  then  put  and  declared  unanimously  carried. 

ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  PORK  PACKING  PLANT 

Moved  by  the  members  of  Streamstown  Union: — 

"Resolved,  that  the  U.  F.  A.  take  immediate  steps  toward  the  establishment  of 
a  small  pork  and  meat  curing  plant  of  a  capacity  equal  to  the  number  of  hogs  already 
guaranteed  and  that  the  government  loan  the  necessary  funds  for  the  construction 
and  operation  thereof." 

The  report  of  the  pork  packing  committee  was  also  discussed  and  the  following  clause 
from  the  report  was  presented  as  an  amendment: 
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**Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  if  a  personal  canvass  could  be  organized 
and  carried  out  the  required  number  of  hogs  could  be  obtained.  This  would  necessitate 
considerable  effort  on  the  part  of  the  association,  which  effort  we  strongly  recommend 
to  be  made." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  motion  from  Streamstown  Union  was  declared 
defeated  and  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  pork  packing  plant  committee  was  then  presented  to  the  meeting 
and  adopted. 

UNION  STOCK  YARDS 

The  resolution  committee  then  reported  on  the  resolutions  referred  back  and  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  following: 

**That  the  executive  endeavor  to  interest  the  municipal  authorities  at  Edmonton, 
Calgary  and  such  other  towns  in  the  province  where  it  is  possible,  in  the  establishing 
of  municipal  stock  yards  and  abattoirs  at  these  points,  as  we  believe  that  there  is  enough 
live  stock  offering  to  make  them  a  success,  and  we  also  believe  that  they  would  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  farming  community  by  creating  a  competitive  market." 

This  resolution  was  adopted  as  read. 

DIRECT  LEGISLATION 

The  resolution  committee  presented  the  following  report  and  resolution  and  moved 
the  adoption  of  same: 

Several  resolutions  from  different  unions  having  been  presented  to  the  resolution 
committee  on  Direct  Legislation  they  have  embodied  them  in  the  following  resolution: 

*'  Resolved,  that  this  convention  do  here  and  now  direct  the  secretary  to  draw  up 
a  petition  to  the  local  legislature  requesting  that  a  measure  of  Direct  Legislation  become 
part  of  the  constitution  of  the  province  at  the  next  session  of  the  house,  and  that  a  copy 
of  this  resolution  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of  the  local  legislature  with  the 
request  that  they  support  a  bill  embodying  the  above  request." 

This  report  and  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

CONFERRING  WITH  ORGANIZED  LABOR 

The  resolution  committee  presented  the  following  resolution  and  moved  the  adoption 
of  same: — 

"That  the  executive  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  organized  workers 
of  the  province  to  ascertain  if  there  be  any  neutral  ground  on  which  to  work  out  our 
common  interest. " 

This  was  unanimously  adopted. 

INTERNAL  ELEVATORS 

Moved  by  the  members  of  Tofield  Union: 

Whereas  two  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  circulation  of  the  petition 
for  signatures  asking  the  Alberta  government  to  take  over,  own  and  operate 
the  interior  elevators  as  a  public  utility.  And  whereas  this  convention  is  of 
the  opinion  that  ample  time  has  been  given  for  the  Grain  Growers  to  express 
their  views  relative  to  the  method  of  acquiring  and  operating  these  elevators. 
Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  elevator  committee  frame  a  memorandum 
forthwith  in  which  will  be  laid  down  the  plan  that  the  Grain  Growers  would 
ask  the  government  to  acquire,  own  and  operate  said  elevators  and  that  the 
same  be  laid  before  the  government  in  time  for  the  next  session  of  the  legislature. 

It  w^s  moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment  that  this  resolution  be  tabled 
until  we  obtain  Direct  Legislation. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried  and  the 
motion  was  therefore  tabled. 

ELEVATOR  COMMISSION 

Moved  by  the  members  of  Wheatland  Centre  Union: 

That  the  government  of  Alberta  be  urgently  requested  to  provide  the 
necessary  funds  and  appoint  a  commission  to  acquire  or  construct  a  line  of 
grain  elevators,  that  the  said  commission  be  nominated  by  the  executive  of 
the  U.F.A.  and  be  directly  responsible  to  the  legislature. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment  that  this  resolution  be  tabled. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried  and  th« 
motion  was  therefore  tabled. 
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REPORT    OF    ELEVATOR  COMMITTEE 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  That  the  report  of  the  elevator  committee  be 
now  adopted  and  that  the  committee  be  empowered  to  act  on  the  suggestions 
contained  therein.    Carried  unanimously. 

AGREEMENTS    WITH    MACHINE  COMPANIES 

Moved  by  the  resolution  committee: 

Eesolved  that  the  executive  recommend  to  the  government  that  a  law  should 
be  passed  along  the  lines  suggested  by  the  minister  of  agriculture,  that  the  machine 
companies  should  be  compelled  to  use  a  simple,  uniform  style  of  agreement  in 
connection  with  the  sale  of  machinery,  and  that  the  government  be  requested 
to  prepare  an  agreement  which  shall  be  the  only  recognized  agreement  allowed 
in  this  province,  and  further,  that  the  executive  of  the  U.F.A.  be  allowed  to 
pass  upon  this  agreement.  Carried. 

SEED    GRAIN  ADVANCES 

Moved  by  Pearce,  Granum,  Wheatland  Centre,  Carnforth,  Sweet  V'alley, 
Jumbo  and  Eising  Sun  Unions: 

Eesolved,  that  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  seed  grain  in  some  parts  of  the 
province  the  executive  shall  at  once  take  steps  to  find  out  how  great  the  demand; 
what  amount  is  available,  and  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  provincial 
government  and  ask  them  to  devise  some  means  to  meet  the  necessity  of  settlers 
in  these  districts.  That  consideration  be  given  to  the  expressed  wish  of  farmers 
to  have  the  government  allow  them  to  purchase  grain  themselves  in  order  that 
precautions  may  be  taken  to  have  the  grain  absolutely  free  from  impurities. 
Carried. 

FRUIT  TREES 

Moved  by  Tofield  Union: 

Whereas,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  it  has  been  fairly  demonstrated 
that  the  province  of  Alberta  is  more  or  less  adapted  to  the  growing  of  the 
hardy  varieties  of  crab  apples  and  small  fruits  such  as  currants,  gooseberries, 
raspberries,  etc. 

And,  whereas,  "at  present  these  fruit  trees  are  sold  to  the  farmers  at 
prohibitive  prices  on  account  of  having  to  be  shipped  from  eastern  nurseries, 
and  very  often  fruit  trees  sent  out  from  the  east  are  not  adapted  to  the  country. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  government  include  the  growing  of  fruit 
trees  with  its  other  enterprises  at  the  experimental  farms  for  free  distribution 
and  also  for  sale  to  settlers  at  a  reasonable  price.  In  this  way  every  farmer 
in  the  province  in  a  few  years  can  have  an  orchard  of  his  own  to  cultivate 
and  attend  to. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  as  'an  amendment  that  this  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  carried  and  the  motion  was 
therefore  tabled. 

HAIL  INSURANCE 

It  was  moved  and  seconded: 

Eesolved,  that  we  are  in  favor  of  compulsory  hail  insurance  on  all  I'ands 
at  the  rate  of  2.c  per  acre,  to  be  paid  in  about  the  10th  of  June,  and  to  take 
effect  about  the  20th  June,  money  to  be  collected  by  the  council  of  the  district, 
the  insurance  to  comply  all  the  way  fj-om  $1  to  $8  and  the  gevernment  to  pay 
same  after  the  first  day  of  October,  the  councillor  to  be  appraiser,  his  expenses 
to  be  paid  by  the  government. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment  that  this  resolution  be  referred 
back  to  the  resolution  committee  for  reconsideration. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  'amendment  was  declared  carried  and  the  motion 
was  therefore  referred  back. 

AGAINST    COMPULSORY    HAIL  INSURANCE 

The  president  then  called  for  a  vote  on  the  subject  of  compulsory  hail 

insurance,  and  the  result  of  same  was  that  the  convention  decided  by  a  large 

majority  that  they  were  not  in  favor  of  compulsory  hail  insurance,  and  the 
resolution  committee  was  instructed  accordingly. 
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CONSOLIDATED  SCHOOLS 


It  was  moved  and  seconded: 

Be  it  resolved  that  we  ask  this  convention  to  urge  upon  the  government 
of  Alberta  to  take  immediate  steps  to  adopt  a  system  of  consolidated  schools 
fer  this  province  as,  owing  to  the  fact  that  new  school  districts  'are  continually- 
being  formed,  it  would  save  a  large  amount  of  money  and  be  of  greater  advantage 
to  our  children  and  make  this  province  more  attractive  to  men  who  have 
children  to  educate. 

On  the  question  being  put  this  resolution  was  declared  defeated. 

HAIL  INSURANCE 

Moved  by  the  Resolution  committee: 

That  this  convention  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  present  plan  of  hail  insurance 
being  placed  upon  a  more  satisfactory  basis  by  the  whole  business  being  turned 
over  to  an  independent  commission  which  shall  have  full  power  to  control  same 
in  a  thorough  and  business-like  manner,  and  that  the  whole  system,  especially 
insofar  as  inspection  is  concerned,  shall  be  taken  away  from  party  politics. 
Further,  that  the  directors  be  instructed  to  take  up  this  recommendation  with 
the  government. 

On  the  question  being  put  this  resolution  was  declared  carried. 
ADMINISTRATION    OF  JUSTICE 

Moved  by  Edmonton  Union: 

Resolved,  that  whereas  a  grievance  exists  in  the  administration  of  justice 
in  the  law  courts  of  the  province  in  the  numerous  cases  in  which  reserved 
judgments  are  recorded — in  many  cases  over  a  year  elapses  before  judgment  is 
given,  working  a  great  hardship  on  plaintiff  and  defendant  alike;  no  interest 
is  allowed  on  the  money  tied  up;  unfair  advantage  is  given  to  large  corporations 
to  bring  up  paltry  references  so  as  to  delay  judgment;  justice  cannot  be  so 
satisfactorily  given  after  a  lapse  of  time,  and  the  litigants  are  both  running 
the  risks  of  heavy  expenses  and  delay  of  a  new  trial  should  anything  incapacitate 
the  judge. 

We,  the  Edmonton  Local  Union  of  the  U.F.A.,  request  that  at  the  annual 
convention  a  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  provincial  attorney- 
general  to  ask  him  to  take  such  steps  as  are  necessary  to  remedy  this.  Carried. 

SETTLEMENT    OF    RAILWAY  CLAIMS 

Moved  by  Edmonton  Union: 

That,  whereas  railway  companies  and  similar  corporations  delay  payment 
of  claims  and  even  enter  into  litigation  for  this  purpose  to  the  detriment  of 
the  farmers  'and  the  public,  who  suffer  loss  at  their  hands  both  in  payments 
for  animals  killed  on  their  lines  or  loss  of  goods  in  transit,  we  would  urge  that 
a  law  be  enacted  by  the  Dominion  government  so  that  such  claims  bear  interest 
from  the  date  of  claim  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum,  even  if  contested 
at  law,  if  claim  is  substantiated.  Carried. 

BORING   DEEP  WELLS 

Moved  by  Blackfoot  Union: 

That  the  department  of  public  works  be  requested  to  provide  a  bounty  to 
lessen  the  cost  of  boring  deep  wells,  the  present  cost  being  prohibitive. 

In  speaking  to  this  motion  Mr.  Stone,  of  Blackfoot,  said:  Our 
dependence  on  surface  wells  and  sloughs  is  limiting  our  efforts  at  stock  raising, 
besides  providing  excellent  fever  traps  for  human  beings.  These  same  wells 
and  sloughs  are  also  yearly  getting  more  shallow  'and  altogether  less  to  be 
depended  upon. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment:  That  this  matter  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  directors  with  power  to  act. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried  and  the 
matter  was  therefore  referred  to  the  directors. 

PARCELS  POST 

Moved  by  Cowley  Union: 

Resolved  that  the  executive  take  up  the  question  of  a  cheap  parcels  post 
with  the  proper  authorities.  Carried. 
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ADVERTISING    STRAY  ANIMALS 


Moved  by  the  Eesolution  committee: 

Resolved  that  local  unions  shall  report  monthly  to  the  general  secretary 
any  stray  animals  in  their  locality  and  the  general  secretary  shall  issue  a 
supplement  to  his  monthly  report,  giving  a  list  of  the  estrays.  Carried. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Moved  by  Mr.  Campbell  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Henderson,  that  we  do  now 
adjourn  till  one-thirty  o'clock.  Carried. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  President  Bower  at  two  o'clock,  and 
the  business  taken  up  was  that  of  resolutions. 

RE  PRE-EMPTION 

Moved  by  Rawdonville  Union: 

Whereas,  Hansard,  dated  13th  April,  1910,  page  7091,  setting  forth  questions 
by  Mr.  Magrath,  M.P.  for  Medicine  Hat,  as  to  whether  Section  31,  T.  30,  R.  24, 
W.  4th  mer.,  was: 

(1)  Applied  for  as  pre-emption. 

(2)  Available  or  not  for  pre-emption. 

(3)  What  opportunity  was  given  the  rightful  owner  to  obtain  said  land,  and. 
Whereas,  the  replies  of  Mr.  Oliver,  Minister  of  Interior,  stating: 

(1)  That  said  land  was  applied  for. 

(2)  That  it  was  marked  "Disposed  of  in  error." 

(3)  That  notices  were  posted  in  Calgary  and  Sub  Offtce  for  10  days  by 
instruction  of  the  government,  and, 

Whereas,  these  farmers,  Mr.  Haley,  Mr.  Orr  and  Mr,  Laven,  have  forfeited 
their  rightful  possessions  by  an  error  on  the  part  of  the  government. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  executive  take  up  this  matter  and 
endeavor  to  reinstate  said  farmers  to  their  lawful  rights. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment  that  this  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  executive  committee  with  instructions  to  make  a  thorough  investigation. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried  and  the 
resolution  was  therefore  referred  to  the  executive. 

MACHINE  AGENTS 

It  was  moved  and  seconded: 

Resolved,  that  machine  agents  be  required  to  keep  repairs  on  hand  for 
each  part  of  each  machine  that  has  been  or  is  being  sold  by  the  company 
they  represent. 

That  on  failure  to  supply  immediately  each  part  required,  they  be  compelled 
to  pay  the  farmer  a  reasonable  compensation  for  loss  sustained. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment,  that  this  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried  and  the 
motion  was  therefore  tabled. 

CONSUMERS'  LEAGUES 

Moved  by  Millet  Union: 

Resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  encourage  through  the  various  Unions  the 
forming  in  cities  and  towns  of  ''Consumers'  Leagues,"  who  will  purchase  their 
necessary  supplies,  so  far  as  is  possible,  through  the  Unions  of  the  U.F.A.  direct, 
thus  eliminating  middlemen's  profits  and  increasing  prices  to  farmers  and 
reducing  prices  to  consumers.  Carried. 

RE    COMMISSION  HOUSE 

Moved  by  Millet  Union: 

Resolved,  that  the  president  of  the  U.F.A.  appoint  a  committee  to  act  with 
Mr.  Crerar,  president  of  the  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Co.,  to  consider  the  question  of 
a  Farmers'  Commission  House  in  connection  with  co-operative  stores.  Carried. 

APPOINTING  LEGAL  AGENTS 

Moved  by  Cowley  Union: 

Resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  appoint  a  legal  adviser  to  act  in  all  cases  of 
dispute  or  claim  for  compensation  made  by  members  against  public  companies 
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in  cases  of  loss  or  claims  for  damages,  and  that  an  annual  contribution  of  

be  made  by  each  member  to  establish  a  fund  to  be  called  the  U.F.A.  legal 
expenses  fund. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment,  that  this  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried  and  the 
resolution  was  therefore  tabled. 

HUDSON'S    BAY  RAILWAY 

Moved  by  Tofield  Union: 

Eesolved,  that  we  endorse  government  ownership  of  Hudson's  Bay  Railway 
and  the  operation  thereof,  and  that  every  farmer  throughout  the  Prairie 
Provinces  send  a  personal  letter  to  his  member  at  Ottawa  stating  explicitly  his 
views  on  the  subject  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Railroad  and  government  ownership 
and  operation;  and  further,  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  laid  before  the 
deleg'ates  of  the  Saskatchewan  Grain  Growers  and  the  Manitoba  Grain  Growers 
at  their  annual  conventions.  Carried. 

DEVELOPING    GOVERNMENT  LANDS 

Moved  by  Rawdonville  Union: 

"Whereas,  the  wise  homestead  laws  requiring  settlers  to  develop  their  land 
is  rapidly  placing  Alberta  at  the  front  of  the  small  grain  growing  countries 
of  the  world;  and 

''Whereas,  these  settlers,  by  their  work,  energy  and  self-s'acrifice  are  giving 
the  country  schools,  churches,  roads  and  the  things  that  lead  to  a  higher  and 
better  life,  thus  increasing  the  population,  Vealth  and  natural  advantages  of 
Alberta;  'and 

''Whereas,  the  sale  of  school  lands  and  all  other  government  lands  without 
restriction  as  to  residence  is  working  a  hardship  to  present  settlers  and  creates 
a  condition  favorable  to  capital  at  the  expense  of  labor  that  is  not  in  keeping 
with  the  western  spirit  of  equality  and  justice; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  this  Farmers'  Union  most  respectfully  petition 
the  government  to  require  the  purchasers  of  school  and  all  other  government 
lands  to  make  reasonable  development  within  a  reasonable  time,  that  the 
country's  population,  wealth  and  standard  of  life  may  increase  as  rapidly  as 
it  richly  deserves."  Carried. 

AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE 

Moved  by  Wheatland  Centre  Union: 

"Whereas,  there  is  urgent  need  of  improved  methods  for  cultivating  the 
farms  in  a  scientific  and  profitable  manner;  and 

"Whereas,  the  Alberta  government  has  appropriated  $50,000  for  the 
establishment  of  an  Agricultural  College; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  and  urge  the  minister  of 
agriculture  to  proceed  and  establish  the  said  college,  preferably  in  connection  with 
a  training  farm,  where  the  students  can  get  a  practical  as  well  as  a  theoretical 
education  in  the  proper  and  scientific  treatment  of  the  soil."  Carried. 

FREE    TELEPHONE  EXCHANGES 

Moved  by  Conjuring  Creek  Union: 

"That  all  farmers  who  have  government  telephones  in  their  houses  be" 
given  free  exchange  in  the  market  town  with  all  who  have  telephones  in  their 
houses  in  the  said  town." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment  that  this  be  referred  to  the 
executive  committee  for  their  consideration  and  action. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried  and  the 
resolution  was  therefore  referred  to  the  executive. 

SELF-DENIAL  FUNDS 

Moved  by  Blackfoot  Union: 

"That  seeing  that  the  work  of  the  U.F.A.  is  crippled  for  want  of  funds 
to  cover  cost  of  educating  the  farmer  to  the  need  of  co-operation  and  organization, 
it  is  desirable  to  create  a  Self-Denial  fund,  the  money  derived  from  same  to  be 
invested  and  the  interest  only  used." 
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It  was  moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment  that  this  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried  and  the 
resolution  was  therefore  tabled. 

INTEREST   ON   FARM  LOANS 

Moved  by  Streamstown  Union: 

"That  the  rate  of  interest  which  the  farmers  at  present  are  compelled  to 
pay  is  exorbitant  and  is  retarding  the  development  of  the  country.  The 
provincial  government  is  therefore  strongly  urged  to  procure  the  cheap  money 
which  is  awaiting  use  in  Europe  and  Great  Britain  and  use  same  for  farmers' 
loans  at  five  or  six  per  cent. ' ' 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment  that  this  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  executive  to  take  action  upon. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried  and  the 
resolution  was  therefore  referred  to  the  executive. 

REPRESENTATIVE    AT  EDMONTON 

Moved  by  the  Resolution  committee: 

Resolved  that  a  representative  of  the  U.F.A.  be  appointed  to  attend  the 
House  at  Edmonton,  when  in  session,  to  watch  legislation.'*  Carried. 

FARMERS'    COMMISSION  HOUSE 

Moved  by  Millet  Union: 

Resolved,  that  the  president  or  executive  committee  be  authorized  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  form  a  Co-operative  Farmers'  Commission  House.  S'aid  committee 
to  report  as  soon  as  possible,  and  from  time  to  time  the  progress  made  in  such 
organization  to  the  secretary  of  the  U.F.A.,  and  he  to  the  various  unions  of 
the  province. 

This  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

INDIAN    RESERVE  SALE 

Moved  by  Queenstown  Union: 

Whereas,  the  proposed  sale  of  the  Blackfeet  Indian  Reserve  by  the  government 
without  restriction  as  to  quantity  to  each  person  or  to  residence  is  working 
a  hardship  to  present  settlers  and  encourages  land  speculation  by  capitalists  to 
the  detriment  of  actual  settlers,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  our  Farmers'  Union  most  respectfully  petition  the  government 
to  limit  the  amount  purchasable  by  one  person  to  640  acres  and  to  require 
purchasers  to  make  reasonable  development  within  reasonable  time,  that  the 
country's  population,  wealth  and  standard  of  life  may  increase  as  rapidly  as 
it  richly  deserves."  Carried. 

FARMERS'  MEMBERS 

Moved  by  Vermilion  Union: 

Resolved,  that  ten  farmers,  as  members  of  parliament  with  votes  would 
have  more  weight  in  shaping  the  laws  and  influencing  the  government  than 
one  thousand  delegates  as  petitioners. 

Therefore  be  it  further  resolved  that  the  farmers,  to  secure  this  end, 
should  vote  for  farmers  only  to  represent  them  in  parliament  and  vote  as  a 
unit  and  cease  dividing  their  voting  power.  Carried. 

ROAD  MAKING 

It  was  moved  and  seconded: 

That  the  minister  of  public  works  be  requested  to  give  such  directions  in 
road  making  as  will  do  away  with  the  narrow  and  very  rounded  road  beds  now 
made,  which  are  very  unsatisfactory  to  farmers  hauling  hay.  or  grain,  etc., 
two  hay  racks  being  unable  to  pass  in  safety,  and  when  the  ground  is  frozen, 
still  more  dangerous  for  wagons  and  sleighs,  and  that  in  future  we 
recommend  wherever  it  can  be  done  that  a  moderately  rounded  road  bed  be 
made  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  road  for  wheeling,  and  a  flat  road  bed  be 
made  on  the  right  hand  side  for  sleighing  and  winter  use. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment  that  this  resolution  be  tabled. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried  and  the 
motion  was  therefor©  tabled. 
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EX-OFFICIO    MEMBERS    OF  COMMITTEE 


Moved  by  Edmonton  Union: 

That  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  movers  and  seconders  of  resolutions  are 
generally  personally  interested  and  fully  cognizant  of  the  subject  in  question, 
we,  the  Edmonton  local  union  of  the  U.F.A.,  would  ask  at  the  annual  convention 
that  where  this  is  the  case  and  the  subjects  have  to  come  before  any  authority, 
the  mover  and  seconder  be  ex-officio  members  of  any  delegation  of  directors 
or  committees  who  are  appointed  to  ask  information  or  press  a  request. 

This  resolution  was  by  leave  withdrawn. 

PUBLISHING    LIST    OF  SECRETARIES 

Moved  by  Rocky  Coulee  Union: 

Resolved,  that  the  provincial  secretary  be  required  to  publish  in  the  official 
organ  a  list  of  the  names,  P.O.  and  station  of  each  secretary  of  the  local  Unions 
in  Alberta  at  least  once  a  year.    Carried.  , 

LAND  TAX 

Moved  by  Streamstown  Union: 

That  wherever  a  land  tax  is  imposed  there  shall  be  imposed  on  unoccupied 
or  unutilized  lands  a  surtax  of  50  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  the  ordinary 
assessment.  Carried. 

ENDORSING    CANADIAN    COUNCIL    OF  AGRICULTURE 

Moved  by  the  Resolution  committee: 

That  this  convention  do  heartily  endorse  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture  and  presented  to  the  Dominion  government 
on  December  16,  1910,  and  the  delegates  here  assembled  do  further  reaffirm 
all  the  principles  laid  down  at  that  conference.    Carried  unanimously. 

CHAIRMAN    OF  CONVENTION 

It  was  moved  and  seconded: 

That  this  convention  is  of  the  opinion  that  under  the  present  conditions 
of  controlling  and  regulating  our  conventions  our  president  and  officers  are 
often  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  expressing  their  views,  therefore  be  it 
resolved  that  at  all  future  conventions  a  chairman  of  convention  be  elected  by 
the  convention  to  act  in  much  the  same  independent  capacity  as  a  speaker  in 
a  legislature. 

This  resolution  was  declared  out  of  order  as  it  referred  to  the  constitution 
and  was  therefore  defeated. 

OPEN  MEETING 

Moved  by  the  Stratheona  Union: 

Resolved,  that  at  a  convenient  time  during  the  second  day  of  the  convention, 
not  later  than  3  o'clock  p.m.  if  possible,  the  convention  shall  be  held  in  abeyance 
and  two  hours  shall  be  devoted  as  an  open  meeting  for  a  discussion  of  political 
questions  as  they  appear  to  the  farmer. 

This  resolution  was  declared  out  of  order  and  was  therefore  defeated. 

LUMBER  SUPPLY 

Moved  by  Tan  Y.  Bryn  Union: 

Resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  executive  be  asked  to  consider  whether  the 
government  can  be  induced  to  establish  a  commission  to  control  the  lumber 
industry  of  the  province  and  to  prevent  exorbitant  prices  being  charged,  or 
whether  the  U.F.A.^  should  establish  lumber  mills  of  its  own. 

Moved  by  SummerView  Union: 

Be  it  resolved  that  we,  the  U.F.A.,  each  and  all  subscribe  one  dollar  each 
to  a  fund  to  be  called  ''The  U.F.A.  Co-operative  Timber  and  Sawmill  Fund,  ' 
the  same  fund  to  be  applied  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  sawmill  or  mills  and 
of  acquiring  a  timber  limit  or  limits  only;  the  name  sawmill  to  signify  a  mill 
or  manufactory  of  lumber,  planks,  boards  and  other  dimension  lumber  and  to 
dress  the  same  on  one  or  all  sides  as  may  be  required,  and  to  work  or  fashion 
the  said  timber,  planks,  boards  or  dimension  lumber  in  any  required  condition 
wanted  for  building  purposes; 
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And  be  it  also  resolved  that  the  said  mill  or  millg  be  placed  in  a  central 
position  most  convenient  for  all  the  members  of  the  U.F.A.,  and  that  the 
industry  shall  be  under  the  direct  and  sole  control  of  the  U.F.A.,  the  same  to 
elect  directors  and  auditors  for  one  year  at  their  annual  convention,  said 
directors  to  tender  their  services  gratis,  with  the  exception  of  expense  paid 
when  living  at  a  distance  necessitating  railway  travelling,  and  that  the  said 
mill  or  mills  be  run  on  the  co-operative  plan  at  a  reasonable  profit  and  that  the 
said  profit  on  the  said  industry  shall  go  to  the  funds  of  the  U.F.A. 

These  resolutions  were,  by  consent,  laid  upon  the  table. 

CATTLE  SHIPMENTS 

Moved  by  Tan.  Y.  Bryn  Union: 

That  the  executive  confer  with  the  government  re  the  shipping  of  cattle. 
The  treatment  of  cattle  in  transit  is  not  only  inadequate,  but  also  a  cruelty  to 
animals  and  a  disgrace  to  a  civilized  country,  and  it  is  helping  to  drive  the 
farmers  of  the  West  out  of  the  cattle  business  altogether.  Carried. 

VOTE    OF    THANKS    TO    G.G.G.  CO. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded: 

That  this  convention  place  on  record  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  and  appreciation 
for  the  splendid  assistance  and  co-operation  given  to  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta  at  all  times  by  the  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Company.    Carried  unanimously. 

INITIATIVE,    REFERENDUM    AND  RECALL 

Moved  by  Millet  Union: 

Kesolved,  that  this  union  recommend  that  the  various  unions  concerned 
request  that  each  candidate  for  either  the  legislature  or  the  Dominion  parliament, 
irrespective  of  party  affiliations,  pledge  his  support  for  the  Initiative,  Referendum 
and  Recall  and  that  said  candidate  be  further  requested  to  hand  to  the  secretary 
of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  his  written  resignation  dated  ahead  and 
beyond  the  date  of  election,  to  be  held  at  the  disposal  of  the  executive  of  this 
association,  and  who  are  hereby  instructed  to  forward  the  same  to  the  speaker 
of  the  house  to  which  such  candidate  may  be  elected  should  twenty-five  per  cent, 
of  the  voters  of  the  constituency  concerned  so  petition. 

This  resolution  resulted  in  considerable  discussion  and  the  opinion  was 
expressed  that  such  a  resolution  would  be  placing  the  U.F.A.  in  the  position  of 
party  bosses,  something  which  has  always  been  condemned.  For  this  reason 
the  resolution  was  defeated. 

NEXT  CONVENTION 

Mr.  Hughes  moved  and  Mr.  Pye  seconded,  that  the  place  for  the  next 
convention  be  decided  by  the  bo'ard  of  directors.    Carried  unanimously. 

AN  ORGANIZATION  SCHEME 

The  following  paper  was  then  read  to  the  convention: — 
Now  that  the  Ottawa  delegation  has  become  a  matter  of  history  and  has  been 
placed  on  the  public  records  as  the  most  important  movement  of  the  twentieth  century, 
the  leaders  among  the  farmers'  organizations  in  Canada  are  considering  how  to  strength- 
en their  cause.  Though  the  reply  to  the  farmers  by  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  did  not  promise 
the  justice  which  the  farmers  asked,  yet  the  farmers'  demands  are  the  all-absorbing 
topic  in  Ottawa  to-day.  The  politicians  largely  are  discussing  the  best  means  of 
satisfying  the  farmers.  Whatever  is  necessary  to  keep  peace  and  harmony  among  the 
farmers  will  be  given  but  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  completely  eliminate  special 
privilege  and  give  every  man  an  equal  opportunity  in  Canada.  Public  opinion  is  not 
strong  enough  yet. 

Reciprocity  negotiations  are  under  way  at  Washington,  and  newspaper  reports 
lead  us  to  believe  that  something  will  be  accomplished  before  congress  automatically 
expires  on  March  4th.  At  any  rate,  though  the  farmers  may  get  something,  they  will 
not  get  what  they  asked  for.  No  one  has  heard  any  farmer  say  yet  that  he  thought 
that  the  delegation  asked  for  too  much,  and  in  reality  their  demands  were  very  moderate. 
Then  it  would  seem  fitting  for  the  farmers  to  lay  plans  to  strengthen  their  organization 
and  secure  their  full  rights. 

It  has  been  estimated  and  the  figures  are  not  greatly  exaggerated,  that  the  total 
cost  of  sending  the  eight  hundred  farmers  to  Ottawa,  was  very  little,  if  any,  short  of 
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$50,000.  That  fact  alone  is  evidence  that  the  farmers  are  very  seriously  in  earnest. 
They  realize  that  on  account  of  unfair  economic  conditions,  at  least  20  per  cent,  of  the 
legitimate  returns  of  their  labor  goes  annually  into  the  pockets  of  the  special  privileged 
classes.    Considering  it  in  that  light  the  $50,000  was  a  mere  trifle. 

The  farmers'  organizations  in  Ontario  are  many  but  are  working  separately.  In 
Quebec  and  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  the  same  applies.  In  Western  Canada  each  of 
the  Prairie  Provinces  has  a  united  organization  but  the  membership  should  be  increased 
by  at  least  200  per  cent.  The  great  work  of  the  next  year  is  to  increase  the  membership 
of  these  organizations  in  every  province  in  Canada  and  cement  them  into  one  under  the 
Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture.  The  constitution  of  the  Canadian  Council  of  Agri- 
culture is  broad  and  will  permit  any  independent  farmers*  organization  to  come  in. 
How  is  this  work  to  be  carried  on? 

One  of  the  features  of  the  farmers'  organizations  in  the  past  has  been  the  lack  of 
financial  support.  This  is  due  largely  to  lack  of  information  on  economic  subjects. 
The  farmers  will  not  support  a  movement  unless  they  are  convinced  that  it  is  in  their 
own  interests.  If  plans  were  laid  during  the  next  month,  a  campaign  fund  of  $50,000 
could  be  raised  among  the  farmers  of  Canada  within  the  next  twelve  months.  With 
such  a  fund  it  would  be  possible  to  maintain  a  central  oflBce  at  Ottawa,  or  some  other 
central  point,  to  place  in  the  hands  of  every  farmer  in  Canada,  literature  printed  in  his 
own  language,  that  would  open  his  eyes  to  present  conditions  and  would  no  doubt 
secure  his  support  in  the  great  campaign  being  carried  out.  In  addition  the  same  fund 
would  finance  a  large  number  of  speakers  who  could  be  sent  as  organizers  through 
every  province  from  Nova  Scotia  to  British  Columbia.  Leading  farmers  from  the 
East  could  be  sent  into  the  West  and  leading  Westerners  could  go  through  the  East, 
simply  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  union  between  the  provinces  and  assist  in  organization 
work. 

How  is  this  money  to  be  raised.''  The  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture  will  be 
holding  their  annual  meeting  at  the  close  of  the  Saskatchewan  Grain  Growers*  Con- 
vention in  Regina  on  February  10th.  If  the  members  of  that  council  would  approve 
of  a  national  campaign  and  endorse  a  general  platform  the  raising  of  the  money  would 
not  be  difficult.  The  council  might  authorize  the  Toronto  Sun  and  The  Grain  Grow- 
ers' Guide  to  open  a  subscription  list  and  deposit  all  the  money  received  in  the  bank 
to  the  credit  of  the  council  or  adopt  some  other  agreeable  plan.  There  are  farmers  who 
would  subscribe  from  $50  to  $100  to  such  a  scheme  and  hundreds  who  would  give, 
from  $5  to  $25.  The  money  would  not  be  hard  to  raise.  Even  if  the  total  secured 
were  only  $25,000,  tremendous  work  could  be  accomplished  with  that. 

The  Free  Trade  platform  laid  down  at  Ottawa  by  the  farmers  is  growing  in  popular- 
ity among  the  farmers  of  Canada  every  day,  and  is  also  receiving  support  from  organ- 
ized labor  and  general  consumers. 

Closely  associated  with  the  free  trade  movement  is  the  principle  that  the  natural 
resources  of  Canada  should  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and  not  handed  out 
to  favored  individuals  for  private  plunder. 

The  farmers  have  demanded  free  trade  and  have  stated  that  they  are  ready  for 
direct  taxation.  Too  much  emphasis  could  not  be  laid  upon  this  last,  because  it  con- 
vinces our  opponents  that  the  farmers  are  sincere  in  their  demands  for  free  trade. 

If  any  such  scheme  is  to  be  undertaken  for  the  coming  year  it  cannot  be  undertaken 
too  soon.  It  would  be  necessary  to  prepare  a  great  deal  of  literature  during  the  summer, 
and  have  everything  ready  to  open  the  campaign  simultaneously  in  every  province  dur- 
ing the  months  to  come.    An  immense  amount  of  literature  could  be  prepared  for  $1,000. 

The  scheme  at  the  outset  looks  like  a  large  one  but  it  does  not  look  half  as  large 
as  the  scheme  for  the  Ottawa  delegation  when  it  was  first  suggested.  The  farmers  of 
Canada  have  got  beyond  the  day  when  small  things  and  slow  progress  will  satisfy. 
They  have  come  to  the  front  and  today  they  realize  they  are  important  factors  in  build- 
ing up  a  great  nation. 

If  the  farmers  are  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  the  manufacturers,  railways  and  corpor- 
ations then  it  is  the  time  to  take  action  now.  Never  before  in  Canada  was  enthusiasm 
so  wide-spread  and  if  the  opportunity  is  lost  to  cement  together  a  national  organization 
it  may  not  come  again  in  twenty  years. 

.  The  scheme  outlined  above  would  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  work  planned 
by  the  provincial  organizations,  as  both  could  go  hand  in  hand  and  each  would  receive 
an  impetus  by  co-operation  and  thus  attract  new  members.  Every  speaker  could  discuss 
provincial  as  well  as  national  questions.  Every  farmer  would  be  given  clearly  to  under- 
stand that  his  subscribing  to  the  national  fund  would  not  relieve  him  in  any  way  of  his 
obligations  to  his  provincial  organization.  When  once  a  Dominion-wide  farmers 
organization  was  completed  a  fee  of  25  cents  per  year  would  support  the  federal  office 
and  could  be  easily  raised.  Such  a  scheme  successfully  worked  ought  to,  within  a  year, 
increase  the  number  of  organized  farmers  in  Canada  to  at  least  200,000.    There  will 
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probably  not  be  a  Dominion  election  till  the  fall  of  1912,  and  if  the  farmers'  organization 
by  that  time  is  sufficiently  strong,  both  political  parties  will  be  compelled  to  recognize 
them  and  give  them  justice. 

Probably  it  will  be  possible  to  secure  the  support  of  several  other  farm  journals 
in  Canada  and  one  or  two  daily  journals. 

In  every  city  in  Canada  there  are  a  number  of  ardent  free  traders,  and  if  the  farmers 
take  up  a  scheme  such  as  is  outlined  above,  a  similar  scheme  will  be  taken  up  throughout 
the  cities.  If  this  is  done  we  can  make  the  people's  power  supreme  inside  of  five  years, 
and  it  will  not  be  necessary  then  to  send  delegations  to  Ottawa. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Chipman  was  called  upon  to  address  the  convention  on  this  subject  and 
in  the  course  of  a  short  address  he  outlined  the  proposed  scheme  and  the  need  of  such  a 
campaign.  ['  i-i?-  ^ 

Mr.  Speakman  then  moved  and  Mr.  Matheson  seconded:  "That  this  convention 
favors  an  educational  campaign  to  be  conducted  by  the  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture 
among  the  farmers  of  Canada  in  support  of  the  principles  laid  down  before  the  Dominion 
government  on  December  16,  1910.    Carried  unanimously. 

LUMBER 

It  was  moved  and  seconded: — 

"Whereas,  it  appears  that  certain  lumber  companies  refuse  to  supply  dealers  with 
lumber,  in  case  said  dealers  also  handle  lumber  imported  from  the  United  States,  and 

**  Whereas,  it  is  plain  that  this  practice  is  resorted  to  for  to  control  the  lumber 
trade,  and  for  to  practically  rob  the  consumer  through  excessive  prices,  it  is  hereby 

"Resolved,  that  we  request  the  government  to  thoroughly  investigate  and  once 
for  all  put  a  stop  to  this  nefarious  practice.    And  it  is  also 

"Resolved,  that  we  request  a  law  to  be  enacted,  if  not  already  existing,  making  it 
unlawful  for  any  company  or  person  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of,  or  dealing  in  any 
commodity,  to  refuse  to  supply  said  commodity  to  any  person  or  dealer,  who  offers  to 
buy  at  least  the  minimum  quantity  said  manufacturer  or  dealer  sells  to  any  other  person 
or  dealers,or  to  demand  a  higher  price  from  one  person  or  dealer  than  from  another  that 
is  not  an  equal  member  of  the  company."  Carried. 

DELEGATE  TO  MANITOBA 

Mr.  Alexander  moved  and  Mr.  Ziebell  seconded:  "That  this  convention  nominate 
our  secretary  to  represent  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  at  the  annual  conveiation  of 
the  Manitoba  Grain  Growers.  Carried. 

THANKS  TO  OFFICERS 

Mr.  Nathorst  moved  and  Mr.  Ziebell  seconded:  "That  this  convention  place  on 
record  our  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  the  president,  vice-president  and  other 
officers  of  the  association  during  the  past  year,  and  that  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be 
accorded  them  for  their  valuable  services.    Carried  unanimously. 

The  president  thanked  the  convention  for  their  appreciation  on  behalf  of  himself 
and  other  officers. 

THANKS  TO  CITY  OF  CALGARY 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  and  Mr.  Isaac  seconded:  "That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
be  extended  to  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  Calgary  for  their  hospitality  to  the  delegates 
during  the  convention. "    Carried  unanimously. 

THANKS  TO  PRESS 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  and  Mr,  Isaac  seconded:  "That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be 
extended  to  the  press  for  their  courtesy  and  attention  during  the  convention. "  Carried 
unanimously. 

THANKS  TO  THE  GUIDE 

Mr.  Isaac  moved  and  Mr.  Buckingham  seconded :  "That  we  hereby  place  on  record 
our  appreciation  of  the  work  being  done  by  The  Grain  Growers'  Guide,  our  official  organ, 
and  we  request  all  members  to  assist  whenever  possible  to  secure  additional  subscribers, 
and  we  would  further  suggest  that  our  members  should  study  the  advertising  columns 
of  The  Guide  when  considering  their  purchases."    Carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Kemmis.  suggested  that  this  resolution  should  be  sent  to  every  local  secretary 
in  the  province  and  kept  prominently  before  the  members  at  all  times.  |Ni 

Mr.  Chipman  briefly  thanked  the  convention  for  their  appreciation  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  staff  of  The  Guide. 
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THANKS  TO  RESOLUTION  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Warner  moved  and  Mr.  Tregillus  seconded:  "That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be 
tendered  the  resolution  committee  for  the  very  satisfactory  manner  in  which  they  have 
handled  their  arduous  duties."    Carried  unanimously. 

TELEGRAM  FROM  LETHBRIDGE 

A  telegram  was  then  read  from  the  Lethbridge  Board  of  Trade,  inviting  the  U.  F.  A, 
to  hold  the  next  convention  in  that  city.    This  was  referred  to  the  board  of  directors. 

THANKS  TO  VISITORS 

Mr.  Mabee  moved  and  Mr.  Isaac  seconded:  "That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be 
tendered  Messrs.  Crerar,  Partridge,  Green  and  Chipman  for  their  advice  and  assistance 
during  the  convention."    Carried  unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Warner  seconded:  "That  this  convention  do  now 
adjourn."  Carried. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  by  singing  the  National  Anthem. 

EDWARD  J.  FREAM,  Sec'y. 

Calgary,  January  20,  1911. 


NEW  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  MEET 

A  meeting  of  the  newly  elected  board  of  directors  was  held  in  the  Board  of  Trade 
Rooms,  Calgary,  on  Friday,  January  20,  1911,  at  ten  o'clock. 

Present,  J.  Bower,  president;  W.  J.  Tregillus,  vice-president;  J.  Speakman,  D.  W. 
Warner,  J.  Quinsey,  P.  S.  Austin,  G.  S.  Long,  J.  P.  Pointer,  E.  Carswell,  J.  E.  Ostrander, 
G.  W.  Buchanan,  Directors. 

SECRETARY  APPOINTED 

Mr.  Warner  moved  and  Mr.  Buchanan  seconded:  "That  Mr.  E.  J.  Fream  be 
appointed  secretary-treasurer  and  organizer  in  accordance  with  the  plan  outlined  by 
the  convention,  at  a  salary  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  with  an  extra  allowance 
of  eight  hundred  dollars  for  oflSce  assistance."  Carried. 

CENTRAL  OFFICE 

Mr.  Speakm  moved  and  Mr.  Ostrander  seconded:  "That  the  central  office  of 
the  association  be    tablished  at  Calgary."  Carried. 

Mr.  Tregillus  moved  and  Mr.  Warner  seconded:  "That  the  maximum  amount 
for  office  rent  be  twenty-five  dollars  per  month."  Carried. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Carswell  moved  and  Mr.  Long  seconded:  "That  the  executive  committee 
consist  of  the  president,  secreatry-treasurer,  Messrs.  Speakman,  Warner  and  Quinsey." 
Carried. 

Mr.  Long  moved  and  Mr.  Austin  seconded:  "That  the  vice-president  be  ex-officio 
a  member  of  the  executive  committee."  Carried. 

Mr.  Long  moved  and  Mr.  Ostrander  seconded:  "That  the  executive  attend  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture."  Carried. 

LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Long  seconded:  "That  the  legislative  committee 
consist  of  the  president,  vice-president  and  secretary  treasurer."  Carried. 

TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Carswell  moved  and  Mr.  Tregillus  seconded:  "That  the  transportation 
committee  consist  of  the  president,  Messrs.  Speakman,  Buchanan  and  Warner." 
Carried. 

ELEVATOR  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Carswell  seconded:  "That  the  elevator  committee 
consist  of  the  president,  Messrs.  Quinsey,  Buchanan,  Ostrander,  Pointer  and  Austin.  * 
Carried. 

48 


PORK  PACKING  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Tregillus  seconded:  "That  the  pork  packing  com- 
mittee consist  of  the  president,  secretary-treasurer,  and  Mr.  Carswell,  with  power  to 
add  to  their  number  and  power  to  act."  Carried. 

COMMISSION  HOUSE  COMMITTEE 

The  president  appointed  the  vice-president  and  secretary  a  committee  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Crerar  in  regard  to  a  commission  house,  as  outlined  by  the  convention. 

SEED  GRAIN  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Buchanan  seconded:  "That  Messrs.  Quinsey, 
Pointer  and  Ostrander,  together  with  the  legislative  committee,  be  a  committee  to  take 
up  the  matter  of  seed  grain  advances  to  settlers."  Carried. 

MUNICIPAL  STOCK  YARDS 

Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Tregillus  seconded:  "That  a  committee  be  appointed 
consisting  of  the  president,  Mr.  Warner,  and  the  secretary  to  prepare  a  circular  dealing 
with  the  question  of  municipal  abattoirs  and  stock  yard  and  forward  same  to  the  muni- 
cipalities." Carried. 

COMMITTEE  RE  ORGANIZED  LABOR 

Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Warner  seconded :  "  That  the  secretary  be  appointed 
to  confer  with  the  organized  labor  interests  along  the  line  suggested  by  the  convention. " 
Carried. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr.  Speakman  moved  and  Mr.  Tregillus  seconded:  "That  we  do  now  adjourn." 
Carried. 

EDWARD  J.  FREAM,  Sec'y. 


List  of  Delegates  and  Visitors 

List  of  delegates  and  visitors  registered  at  the  annual  convention  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  held  at  Calgary  on  January  17,  18,  19,  1911: 

J.  Bower,  Red  Deer;  W.  J.  Tregillus,  Calgary;  G.  S.  Long,  Namao;E.  J.  Fream, 
Innisfail;  J.  Quinsey,  Noble;  F.  L.  Langston,  Bittern  Lake;  E.  Griesbach,  Gleichen; 
J.  Speakman,  Innisfail;  E.  Carswell,  Penhold;  D.  W.  Warner,  Edmonton;  A.  Von 
Mielecki,  Spruce  Vale;  T.  G.  McKay,  Three  Hills;  C.  B.  Robertson,  Three  Hills; 
H.  W.  Wood,  York;  A.  R.  Routledge.  Valley  District;  J.  Gair,  Prairie  Park;  D.  Pearson, 
York;  F.  H.  Herbert,  Strathcona;  R.  L.  Freeman,  Lougheed;  R.  Ferris,  Hayter;  J.  K. 
Van  Petten,  Camrose;  F.  Freeman,  Roseland;  J.  R.  Pointer,  Strome;  S.  McCulloch, 
Strome;  C.  Lamb,  Agricola;  W.  Linton,  Lloydminster;  B.  H.  Tweedle,  Stainsleigh; 
B.  Darcy,  Killam;  J.  Crosbery,  Killam;  B.  M.  Richardson,  Wavy  Lake;  A.  G.  Ziebelle, 
Galahad;  E.  Peets,  Merna;  F.  Green,  Trenville;  G.  Currev,  Beaumont;  H.  Ramsey, 
Trenville;  W.  Seyer,  Botha;  T.  A.  Farrell.  Bellcamp;  J.  Laut,  Rodney;  L.  B.  Hart, 
Roseview;  A.  Wilton,  Great  Bend;  R.  M.  Rae,  Rawdonville;  G.  W.  Johnson,  Provost; 
N.  H.  Nathorst,  Summerview;  E.  McDonald,  Strathcona;  T.  H.  Adair,  Stettler;  J.  B. 
Sim,  Namaka;  D.  Buckingham,  Stettler;  R.  Price,  Stettler;  H.  A.  Steele.  Stettler; 
D.  Scott.  Silver  Lake;  R.  F.  Williams.  Namao:  J.  B.  Ericksen,  Thordensjold:  B.  O. 
Witter.  Prairie  Center;  T.  Movold,  Thordensjold;  G.  M.  Drinnan,  Gadsby;  D.  Drinnan, 
Gadsby:  A.  Sware.  Swan  Hill  ;  K.  J.  Lincoln.  Prairie  Center;  C.  W.  Harrington,  Tring; 

G.  A.  Rogers,  Sunnydale;  F.  C.  Clare,  Edmonton;  W.  R.  Ball,  Strathcona;  E.  Song- 
hurst,  Hill  End;  J.Stone,  Blackfoot;  R.  Sheppard,  Strathcona;  G.  Gerrie,  Winona; 
M.  B.  Mabt*e,  Roseview;  R.  Morland,  Stettler;  T.  B.  Goodall,  Tring;  W.  Ashworth, 
Kitscoty;  J.  Fletcher,  Tofield;  D.  W.  McKinnon,  Red  Deer;  E.  Barnett,  South  Buffalo 
Lake;  J.  L.  Ebie.  Queenstown;  G.  Macomber,  Queenstown;  J.  Glambeck,  Queenstown; 
W.  J.  Hall,  Queenstown;  J.  Miller,  Queenstown;  G.  Kiemley,  Queenstown;  J.  Darraugh, 
Bowell;  W.  B.  Thorne,  Aldersyde;  D.  Wenger.  Aldersyde;  L.  W.  Davis.  Clarcsholm 
Five  Mile;  G.  Malchow.  Claresholm  Five  Mile;  L.  T.  Torguson,  Claresholm  Five  Mile; 

H.  G.  Ahern,  Claresholm  Five  Mile;  A.  Livingstone,  Claresholm  Five  Mile;  J.  B.  Allen, 
West  Lethbrigdc;  O.  Nelson,  Claresholm  Five  Mile;  C.  O.  Galde,  Claresholm  Five  Mile; 
W.  Isaac,  Keho;  R.  S.  Shaw,  Roseview;  J.  A.  Bain,  Sweet  Valley;  C.  Lee,  Forestville; 
G.  E.  Taylor,  Clover  Bar;  W.  F.  Wilkinson,  Clover  Bar;  T.  H.  Taylor,  Vermilion; 
J.  J.  Bell,  Islay;  G.  A.  Barkei,  Jumbo  Valley;  J.  Cook,  Pincher;  A.  Snider,  Langdon; 
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R.  Whitehead,  Badger  Flats;  D.  Humbke,  Millet;  R.  H.  Waddell,  Pincher  Creek; 
R.  Henderson,  Pincher  Creek;  J.  Kemmis,  Cowley;  G.  W.  Buchanan,  Cowley;  A, 
^peakman,  Penhold;  C.  Blunden,  Rocky  Coulee;  W.  J.  Holding,  Carnforth;  G.  Sheffield, 
Daily  Creek;  G.  R.  Ball,  Strathcona;  G.  Bevington,  Spruce  Grove  Center;  D.  S. 
Fulton;  Strathcona;  G.  H.  McFadden,  Granum;  M.  Smeltzer,  Strathcona;  M.  R. 
Matheson,  Jumbo  Valley;  S.  R.  Pye,  Penhold;  C.  G.  Thomas.  Fishburn;  J.  S.  Oldford, 
Penhold;  R.  E.  Fiske,  Hillsdown;  J.  G.  Swinney,  Cowley;  W.  J.  Lighthart,  Cowley; 

F.  O.  Graham,  Edwell;  F.  Willocks,  Pincher  Creek;  R.  Luchia,  White  Lake;  W.  Mar- 
jcellus,  Fishburn;  A.  Luchia,  Rocky  Coulee;  W.  J.  Glass,  Hazelmere;  C.  McLaughlin, 
Namao;  R.  Meecham,  Hazelmere;  J.  Horner,  Rathwell  ;  P.  S.  Austin,  Ranfurly; 
J.  Campbell,  Lloydminster,;  J.  Comer,  Edwell;  A.  O.  Alexander,  Millet;  E.  R.  Hallberg, 
Ross  Creek;  W.  Pixley,  Edwell;  W.J.  Jackman,  East  Clover  Bar;  F.  Peterson,  Sterling- 
viWe;  H.  Jamieson,  Red  Deer;  R.  Patterson,  Pearce;  C.  N.  Black,  Pearce;  E.  Pye, 
Penhold;  P.  Ragan,  Gopher  Head;  T.  J.  Elliott,  Summerview;  E.  Richards,  Tan  Y. 
Bryn;  J.  Priestley,  Onoway;  A.  A.  Goldsmith,  Langdon;  J.  A.  Richardson,  Botha; 

G.  Hoadley,  Okotoks;  J.  Bishop,  Strathcona;  C.  White,  Red  Deer;  J.  Jamieson,  Hastings 
Coulee;  W.  G.  Way,  Strathmore;  H.  Sorensen,  Strathmore;  H.  O.  Bessey,  Gadsby; 

G.  W.Smith,  Red  Deer;  G.  Rands,  Olds;  W.  Cassells,  Langdon;  B.  B.  Robson,  Strath- 
more; J.  T.  Worthington,  Strathmore;  M.  E.  Sly,  Strathmore;  J.  E.  Ostrander,  Gleichen; 
W.  D.  Trego,  Gleichen;  P.  Cambpell,  Claresholm  Five  Mile;  O.  A.  Finstad,  Claresholm 
Five  Mile;  T.  C.  Larsen,  Claresholm  Five  Mile;  G.  Stuart,  Queenstown;  W.  Alexander, 
Wheatland  Centre;  W.  J.  Cookrum,  Springbank;  W.  Lancaster, ;Springbank;  H.  Mack- 
intosh, Howe;  A.  P.  Hughes,  Wheatland  Center;  W.  B.  Saunders,  Okotoks;  F.  Noble, 
Big  Hill;  A.  J.  Wallace,  Spring  Bank;  N.  D.  Parcher,  Erskine;  C.  C.  Wolfe,  Milton; 
F.  Barker,  Okotoks;  D.  J.  Moore,  Okotoks;  W.  H.  Cammack,  Lamont;  F.  C.  Brink, 
Provost;  S.  Ludlow,  Acme;  D.  J.  Miller,  Rodney;  J.  H.  Thomas,  Trochu;  J.  Greening, 
Hill  End;  W.  C.  Kalsey,  Olds;  G.  Cipperly,  Olds;  W.  Dagerford,  Didsbury;  E.  B. 
Shantz,  Didsbury;  A.  Rafn,  Bon  Accord;  S.  J.  Craig,  Olds;  A  Goodfellow,  Roseview; 

H.  W.  Petit,  Cowley;  A.  P.  Bremner,  Okotoks;  W.  J.  Elloitt,  Strathmore;  J.  W.  Dinkle, 
Dalroy;  L.  Prater,  Dalroy;  C.  H.  Scott,  Dalroy;  M.  S.  Daly,  Olds;  L.  Cars  well,  Penhold; 
M.  Mabee,  Roseview;  J.  A.  Lennox,  Granum;  R.  Liethead,  Penhold;  E.  Pye,  Penhold; 
J.  Greening,  Penhold;  J.  Comer,  Edwell;  G,  Randall,  High  River;  W.  F.  Stevens, 
Edmonton;  F.  Matheson,  Granum;  D.  J.  Jackson,  Pincher  Creek;  G.  F.  Chipman, 
Winnipeg;  T.  L.  Swift,  Calgary;  D.  J.  Miller,  Rodney;  T.  E.  Smitn,  Calgary;  A.  Tiegil- 
lus,  Calgary;  M.  Holland,  Calgary;  O.  A.  Cohagen,  Winnipeg;  T.  B.  Bowes,  Winnipeg; 
L.  V.  Kelly,  Calgary;  J.  Williams,  Ponoka;  F.  W.  Green,  Moose  Jaw;  J.  Williams, Jr., 
Ponoka;  J.  W\  Mitchell,  Calgary;  D.  Marshall,  Edmonton;  H.  A.  Harding,  Calgary; 
T.  A.  Crerar,  Winnipeg;  A.  M.  Blackburn,  Winnipeg;  E.  A.  Partridge,  Sintaluta; 
D.  Karlton,  Sintaluta;  E.  E.  Taylor,  Calgary;  F.  S.  Jacobs,  Calgary;  G.  H.  Parker, 
Penhold;  A.  Von  Mieleihi,  Calgary;  S.  Von  Mieleini,  Calgary;  P.  W.  Ely,  Airdrie;  C.  C. 
Gump,  Airdrie;  J.  H.  Mc Arthur,  Bassano.  A  large  number  of  delegates  and  visitors 
arrived  on  the  second  and  third  day  of  the  convention  and  did  not  register. 


Discussion  on  the  Elevator  Question 


At  the  session  of  the  convention  on 
Tuesday  evening,  president  Bower  said 
that  there  were  some  delegates  who 
thought  that  the  elevator  question  had 
been  side-tracked  by  the  executive  officers. 
This  he  said  was  not  correct  and  he 
thought  the  report  of  the  elevator  com- 
mittee should  be  discussed  before  the 
election  of  officers  were  taken  up.  In 
reply  to  a  question  as  to  why  the  scheme 
outlined  by  the  Manitoba  Grain  Growers' 
Association  had  not  been  favored,  Mr. 
Bower  explained  that  conditions  were 
different  in  Alberta.  He  pointed  out 
that  at  present  elevator  operators  could 
ship  stored  grain  to  the  Fort  William 
terminals,  whenever  they  wished  to  do 
so,  and  this  was  decidedly  against  the 
interests  of  the  Alberta  farmers.  What 
we  needed  was  a  system  whereby  the 


grain  could  be  held  to  ship  westward  if 
necessary,  otherwise  a  loss  of  as  much  as 
15  cents  per  bushel  might  be  sustained. 
Some  delegates  wanted  to  know  what 
could  be  done  to  remedy  this  evil.  Mr. 
Bower  pointed  out  that  this  was  for 
the  farmers  to  say.  He  personally 
thought  the  Manitoba  Grain  Act  should 
be  amended  in  some  particulars  to  suit 
Alberta  conditions. 

John  Campbell,  of  Lloydminister,  want- 
ed to  know  why  the  local  government 
could  not  take  over  the  terminal  elevators 
first  and  then  have  the  grain  act  amended. 

Mr.  Bower  said  that  they^wanted  the 
terminal  rules  to  apply  in  Calgary  the  same 
as  at  Winnipeg.  Calgary  should  be  made 
an  order  point  which  would  permit  holding 
cars  twenty-four  hours  in  which  to  take 
advantage  of  the  best  market,  but  it  was 
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also  necessary  that  Calgary  should  be 
made  a  terminal  point  so  that  by  pre- 
paying $3.00  a  car  could  be  held  for  as 
long  as  six  months  in  storage  and  when 
shipped  the  $3.00  would  be  refunded. 
The  committee,  he  pointed  out,  recom- 
mended that  Calgary  be  made  an  order 
point  and  a  terminal  point  and  the  Grain 
Act  be  amended  so  that  Alberta  grain 
could  not  be  forced  out  of  the  internal 
elevators  into  the  Fort  William  terminals. 
The  plan  for  the  future  would  be  to  have 
terminals  not  only  at  Calgary,  but  also 
some  place  further  south  to  meet  the  needs 
of  that  part  of  the  province.  Mr.  Bower 
said  that  no  doubt  the  majority  of  the 
Alberta  farmers  would  like  to  patronize 
the  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Company,  but 
in  order  to  do  so  fully  it  would  be  necessary 
to  have  terminals  somewhere  in  Alberta, 
as  the  Grain  Growers*  Grain  Company 
would  have  to  sell  to  the  trade  if  they 
could  not  get  storage.  But  if  the  Grain 
Growers'  Grain  Company  had  terminal 
storage,  they  could  then  hold  for  better 
prices.  If,  however,  Calgary  should  be 
made  a  terminal  point  under  theManitoba 
Grain  Act,  then  the  farmers  in  Alberta 
could  sell  to  the  Grain  Growers'  Grain 
Company  and  that  company  would  be 
able  to  meet  all  other  companies  and  to 
get  the  best  market  prices. 

Mr.  Partridge's  Views 

E.  A.  Partridge,  of  Sintaluta,  was  called 
upon  by  the  president  to  discuss  the 
elevator  question.  He  thought  that  the 
need  of  amendments  to  the  Grain  Act 
were  unduly  enlarged  upon  as  it  was  not 
necessary  that  the  grain  should  be  forced 
out  through  the  terminals.  If  the  pro- 
vincial government  owned  the  elevators 
it  would  only  be  necessary  to  have  suffi- 
cient storage,  and  then  the  government 
would  receive  the  storage  charges.  He 
thought  subsidiary  terminals  would  be 
valuable.  The  Manitoba  system  did  not 
go  far  enough.  He  thought  that  there 
might  be  a  certain  advance  made  upon 
grain  stored  in  local  elevators  and  it  would 
also  be  of  advantage  to  have  a  sample 
market  in  Calgary.  By  having  samples 
from  wagon  loads  it  would  be  better  than 
the  present  system  of  sampling  cars. 
Samples  might  be  sent  ahead  to  any  mar- 
ket and  thus  be  of  great  advantage  as  the 
various  markets  could  thus  be  tested 
and  the  best  ones  ascertained.  Mr. 
Partridge  thought  it  well  to  iconsider 
making  Calgary  an  order  point,  and  also 
to  have  other  terminals  in  the  province, 
but  did  not  think  it  wise  to  multiply 
terminals  too  much.  He  suggested  that 
when  government  owned  elevators  were 
secured,  it  would  be  well  for  the  people 
to  own  the  government  and  to  have  in- 
forced  the  system  known  as  Direct  Legis- 


lation. He  pointed  out  that  in  the  future 
some  of  the  grain  would  go  to  the  United 
States  market,  some  to  the  East  and  some 
to  the  West,  and  also  via  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Railway  for  export.  The  future 
storage  point  would  be  in  the  interior. 
Weight  at  the  initial  point  would  be 
essential  in  order  to  get  at  the  railways, 
and  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  grain 
stored  as  near  home  as  possible  and  then 
the  choice  of  markets  could  easily  be  made. 
Mr.  Partridge  said  that  he  had  no  great 
sympathy  towards  the  local  milling  indus- 
tries. Flour  from  Western  wheat  manu- 
factured in  the  West  had  recently  been  as 
high  as  30  cents  per  bag  cheaper  in  Eng- 
land than  here  in  the  West  where  it  was 
grown  and  manufactured.  He  would 
like  to  see  milling  concerns  compete  for 
the  wheat  and  this  could  be  done  through 
the  sample  market,  and  the  government 
should  help  the  producers  in  such  an  edu- 
cational campaign.  The  mills  naturally 
wanted  to  retain  the  country  storage, 
but  in  the  event  of  grain  going  in  different 
directions  and  the  establishment  of  a 
sample  market  he  thought  that  the  mills 
would  prefer  public  storage.  What  the 
producer  needed  was  to  put  the  grain  on 
the  sample  market  where  the  milling  com- 
panies would  be  compelled  to  compete 
with  the  world. 

Mr.  Bower  said  he  liked  Mr.  Par- 
tridge's idea,  but  at  present  the  interior 
elevator  system  in  Alberta  was  sufficient 
to  handle  only  one-third  of  the  grain  and 
he  would  like  to  know  how  a  blockade 
would  be  prevented  if  there  were  no  way 
to  force  the  grain  out  through  the  termin- 
als. He  asked  Mr.  Partridge  if  he  would 
be  in  favor  of  the  government  building 
more  storage. 

Mr.  Partridge  replied  that  if  the  farmers 
were  willing  to  pay  storage  upon  their 
grain  it  would  pay  the  government  to 
build  more  elevators. 

Mr.  Crerar's  Views 

The  president  then  called  upon  Mr. 
Crerar  who  briefly  discussed  the  elevator 
question.  He  agreed  in  the  main  with 
Mr.  Partridge  and  thought  it  wise  to  have 
storage  at  the  initial  points  if  full  advan- 
tage was  to  be  taken  of  both  the  eastern 
and  western  markets.  Congestion  at 
local  points  would  be  provided  for  by 
terminals  at  Calgary  and  other  points. 
He  emphasized  what  Mr.  Partridge  had 
said  in  favor  of  the  value  of  sample  mar- 
kets. The  milling  companies  were  now 
getting  the  cream  of  the  wheat  at  the  ini- 
tial points,  whereas  the  sample  markets 
would  compel  competition.  It  would  be 
no  difficult  matter  to  establish  a  sample 
market  at  either  Calgary  or  Winnipeg, 
and  to  have  the  quality  of  the  wheat 
guaranteed.    Mr.   Crerar  was  not  yet 


convinced  that  it  would  be  possible  to  get 
government  weight  and  grade  at  initial 
points,  as  there  might  be  conflicts  between 
the  federal  and  provincial  authorities. 
There  was  no  question  but  that  the  pro- 
vincial operators  could  send  forward  the 
samples  which  would  make  the  sample 
market.  If  the  shipper  could  establish 
the  fact  that  he  shipped  a  certain  amount 
of  grain  the  railways  would  be  compelled 
to  deliver  the  same  amount.  The  indivi- 
dual farmer  was  powerless  against  the 
great  corporations,  but  the  Grain  Growers* 
Grain  Company  through  their  claims 
department  had  found  no  diflSculty  in 
collecting  from  the  railways  when  they  had 
good  evidence  of  the  weight  at  initial 
points.  There  was  a  misapprehension 
in  some  places,  that  storage  monopoly 
under  the  government  would  not  be  a  good 
thing,  but  he  was  convinced  that  nothing 
short  of  a  virtual  monopoly  would  be 
satisfactory  and  this  could  only  be  secured 
if  the  government  were  in  earnest.  Mono- 
poly in  storage  did  not  mean  in  any  sense 
a  monopoly  of  handling  grain,  but  rather 
widened  the  facilities  of  grain  handling. 

Mr.  Bower  said  the  committee  had  been 
undecided  whether  to  ask  the  government 
to    build    additional    storage    or  not. 

Mr.  Crerar  thought  it  advisable  to 
get  the  suggested  amendments  to  the 
grain  act.  The  operators  now  had 
power  to  ship  stored  grain  through  the 
terminals  where  it  could  be  sold  and 
replaced  by  the  elevator  companies. 
With  terminals  also  'at  Vancouver  the 
operator  then  could  ship  the  grain 
either  way  and  it  might  not  suit  the 
farmer.  He  did  not  see  any  reason  why 
the  amendments  could  not  be  secured 
to  the  grain  act. 

D.  W,  Warner  asked  if  the  Grain 
Growers'  Grain  Company  had  any 
trouble  in  competing  and  paying  the 
market  price  for  Alberta  grain. 

Mr.  Crerar  pointed  out  that  any  com- 
mission i3rm  without  storage  facilities 
was  handicapped,  but  in  the  event  of 
government  ownership  this  handicap 
would  be  removed. 

Mr.  Green's  Views 

F.  W.  Green  was  then  called  upon 
and  expressed  his  feeling  that  the  con- 
vention had  several  different  schemes 
confused.  It  was  not  necessary  to  have 
government  ownership  in  order  to  have 
a  sample  market.  The  people  of  Mani- 
toba had  decided  upon  this  sytem  and 
the  elevator  commission  in  Saskatche- 
wan had  decided  upon  another.  At  Min- 
neapolis, Kansas  City  and  Chicago  there 
were  terminal  elevators  and  also  sample 
markets.  At  each  of  these  markets  the 
price  was  9  or  10  cents  per  bushel  over 


the  Winnipeg  market,  but  at  none  of 
these  points  was  there  government 
ownership.  Mr.  Green  deemed  it  wise 
to  have  terminals  at  Calgary  and  also 
considered  the  sample  market  a  good 
thing.  He  believed  it  paid  the  millers 
to  give  a  premium  on  grain  before  it 
went  into  the  terminals  of  1  cent  to  1% 
cents.  The  sample  market  was  some- 
thing that  only  could  be  established 
when  trade  demanded  it.  There  was  no 
reason  why  there  could  not  be  a  sample 
market  and  terminals  at  Calgary  regard- 
less of  the  principle  of  private  or  public 
ownership.  Then  there  would  be  a  great 
advantage  of  having  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Railway  for  export.  If  initial  storage 
was  sufficient  to  handle  all  the  grain  it 
would  be  too  costly;  if  not  sufficient 
there  would  be  a  blockade.  Mr.  Green 
declared  that  the  cheapest  possible  way 
to  ship  grain  was  over  the  loading  plat- 
form. He  had  been  doing  it  for  many 
years  and  had  shipped  from  ten  thous- 
and to  twenty  thousand  bushels  per 
year  over  the  loading  platforms.  He 
said  he  had  purchased  two  automobiles 
with  what  he  had  saved  in  this  way. 
He  also  stated  that  he  could  clean 
grain  with  his  threshing  machine  better 
than  any  elevator  in  the  country.  He 
had  shipped  grain  from  the  threshing 
machine  direct  to  Fort  William  and  had 
not  been  docked,  but  the  s'ame  grain 
shipped  through  the  elevators  came  out 
dirtier  than  it  went  in.  There  was 
bound  to  be  some  grain  in  the  legs  of 
the  elevator  and  this  would  undoubtedly 
be  in  the  next  load  that  went  through. 
He  said  there  were  men  clamoring  for 
elevators  who  could  not  afford  to  have 
them.  The  entire  elevator  system  to- 
day at  1%  cents  storage  was  operated 
at  a  loss.  He  had  figured  out  the 
whole  matter  and  found  that  the  eleva- 
tors on  an  average  was  not  being  filled 
more  than  twice,  and  this  could  not  pay. 
In  some  places  the  elevator  companies 
were  getting  storage  free. 

A  delegate  enquired  how  these  con- 
ditions would  apply  to  men  who  had 
less  than  a  carload  to  ship. 

Mr.  Green  replied  that  it  would  be 
all  right  to  have  government  owned 
elevators  but  it  would  also  be  necessary 
in  that  case  to  own  the  government. 
The  people  had  a  great  deal  to  be 
fixed  up  with  the  government.  There 
were  two  political  parties  in  the  coun- 
try for  which  Mr.  Green  was  not  to 
blame,  because  the  parties  were  there 
first.  He  said  that  after  the  way  the 
government  handled  railways  and  other 
public  utilities  he  did  not  want  the  gov- 
ernment to  get  hold  of  his  grain.  He 
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believed  that  if  anything  was  to  be 
done  it  would  have  to  be  done  by  the 
farmers  themselves.  He  suggested  that 
the  delegates  study  the  report  of  the 
Saskatchewan  Elevator  Commission. 

G.  A.  Barker  asked  the  president 
why  the  elevator  committee  had  taken 
the  matter  up  with  the  provincial  gov- 
ernment. 


Mr.  Bower  replied  that  nothing 
whatever  had  been  done.  The  commit- 
tee had  looked  into  the  Manitoba  Grain 
Growers'  scheme  and  had  found  it  not 
satisfactory  and  h'ad  decided  to  wait 
and  see  what  Saskatchewan  did;  for 
that  reason  no  presentations  were  made 
to  the  local  government. 
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Are  you  interested  in  the 
United  Farmers  of 
Alberta  ? 


Is  there  a  local  Union  in 
your  district  ? 

Would  you  like  any 
literature  regarding  the 
Association  ? 

W rite  the  Qeneral  Secretary  for  full  informa- 
lion  regarding  same: 

EDWARD  /.  FREAM 

CALGARY,  ALT  A. 


To  Our  Readers- 

You  have  now  read  a  very  full  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  U.  F.  A,  during  the  year  1910,  and  we  trust  the  result  is 
that  you  are  interested.  This  report  is  only  published  yearly, 
however,  and  if  this  were  the  only  means  we  had  of  attracting 
attention  the  result  would  not  be  great.  There  is  a  greater 
medium,  one  which  will  reach  you  weekly,  and  which  will  keep  you 
closely  in  touch  with  the  work  of  the  three  Western  organizations 
as  well  as  the  many  economic  subjects  now  before  the  public. 
This  medium  is  our  efficient  organ, 

The  Grain  Growers' Guide 

and  we  would  strongly  recommend  this  publication  to  the  notice 
of  all  members  of  the  U.  F.  A.  in  particular.  It  is  a  paper  which 
should  be  in  every  home  in  Western  Canada.  The  subscription 
price  is  one  dollar  per  annum,  which  may  be  forwarded  to  the 
general  secretary  of  the  U.  F.  A.,  or  direct  to  the  office  of  The 
Guide,  Winnipeg.  We  are  working  all  the  time  and  we  want  your 
help  also.  If  not  a  subscriber  we  shall  be  pleased  to  enroll  you  at 
any  time. 

EDWARD  J.  FREAM,  Secretary 
CALGARY 
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Annual  Report  for  the  Year   1911,  and  Official  Minutes  of  the 
Fourth  AnnueJ  Convention  held  at  Edmonton 
January  16.  17.  18.  1912 

In  presenting  this  Report  of  the  past  year's  work  and  of  the  Convention,  you  are 
requested  to  read  same  carefully,  and  any  further  information  upon  any  of  the 
questions  mentioned  therein  can  be  secured  from  the  Central  Office 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 


The  following  address  was  presented  by 
President  Jas.  Bower: 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  U.F.A. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  have  now  the  honor  as  president  to 
submit  to  you  for  the  third  year  in  suc- 
cession an  annual  report.  At  the  opening 
of  this  our  fourth  annual  convention, 
it  is  but  meet  and  right  that  we  should 
express  our  sense  of  gratitude  and  thank- 
fulness to  a  kind  Providence  for  the  many 
blessings  extended  to  us  during  the  year. 

The  farmers'  vocation,  more  than  the 
vocation  of  any  other  class,  makes  him 
dependent  on  the  dispensations  of  Provi- 
dence for  the  results  of  his  labor,  and  be- 
cause of  the  unusual  climatic  conditions 
of  the  past  year  the  results  of  our  labor 
has  not  been  as  profitable  as  we  could 
have  wished,  yet  as  true  men  we  will  not 
grumble  at  that  over  which  we  have  no 
control,  but  will  become  more  active, 
more  energetic  and  persistent,  in  the 
pursuit  of  those  things  that  make  for  the 
betterment  of  our  condition  and  our 
status  in  treating  with,  and  in  our  business 
relationships  with  the  other  trades  and 
professions,  which  go  to  make  up  the 
whole  community  and  nation.  We  can 
have  no  voice  in  the  dispensation  of 
Providence  or  control  of  climatic  condi- 
tions, but  we  can  and  should  have  a  voice 
in  the  affairs  of  our  nation  and  a  share 
at  least  in  the  control  or  regulation  of  our 
dealings  with  our  fellow  men. 

During  these  three  years  in  which  I 
have  occupied  the  office  of  your  president 
the  law  of  evolution  has  constantly  been 
at  work  in  connection  with  the  work  of 
our  Association,  and  at  no  time  has  this 
been  more  apparent  that  during  the  last 
year,  so  that  while  the  aims  and  objects 
of  our  association  are  not  changing,  but 
fixed,  yet  to  accomplish  these  aims  and 
objects  we  are  ever  face  to  face  with  new 
problems  and  new  aspects  of  all  problems 
with  which  we  have  wrestled  for  vears. 


The  most  fruitful  and  the  chief,  if  not  the 
only  cause  of  these  old  problems  assuming 
new  features,  is  the  shifting  of  the  ground 
and  changing  of  the  tactics  of  those 
interests  which  are  best  served  by  control- 
ling ours,  so  that  while  these  problems  are 
the  same  yet  when  we  come  to  the  point 
of  solving  them  and  obtaining  our  ends, 
the  astuteness  of  the  opposing  interests 
finds  means  of  obstructing  our  work  and 
defeating  our  purpose  if  it  be  at  all  in 
their  power  to  do  so.  When  all  their 
powers  of  invective  which  they  use  for 
the  purpose  of  traducing  and  defaming 
the  character  of  our  members  are  played 
out,  when  all  other  tactics  which  they 
employ  have  proven  futile,  they  consist- 
ently fall  back  on  what  they  have  proven 
so  successful  in  the  past — that  is,  any 
means  whereby  they  can  divide  our 
ranks.  It  is  encouraging  to  know  that 
this  old  weapon  in  their  hands  is  not 
quite  so  formidable  as  it  used  to  be,  yet 
it  is  a  deplorable  fact  that  its  potency 
and  effectiveness  is  still  very  much  in 
evidence  as  proven  by  the  occurrences 
of  the  past  year.  Our  own  province  of 
Alberta,  being  further  removed  from  the 
sphere  of  influence  of  those  interests, 
which  have  chosen  to  make  themselves 
inimical  to  ours,  we  have  as  a  result, 
felt  to  a  lesser  degree  than  some  other 
provinces  the  effects  of  that  vicious 
weapon.  Unanimity  of  purpose  and  ac- 
tion has  prevailed  amongst  ns  to  a  marked 
degree  in  spite  of  the  many  malign  in- 
fluences at  work. 

Since  the  Siege  of  Ottawa 

Shortly  before  our  last  convention  the 
ever  memorable  pilgrimage  to  Ottawa  took 
place.  The  representations  made  by 
that  delegation  to  Parliament  were  en- 
dorsed in  every  detail  by  this  Association 
and  by  our  sister  Associations  as  well. 
The  aftermath  of  the  work  of  that  delega- 
tion has  kept  your  officers  in  a  constant 
state  of  activity  since  that  date. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Canadian  council 
held  at  the  close  of  the  Saskatchewan 
convention,  your  president  was  elected 
president  of  the  council,  so  that  your 
president's  work  since  that  time  has 
been  largely  in  the  wider  field  of  Dominion 
affairs. 

For  this  reason  in  making  a  report  of 
my  actions  during  the  year  it  becomes 
necessary  for  me  to  report  the  work  in 
which  I  took  part  in  the  council,  and  must 
be  my  excuse  for  inflicting  upon  you  a 
somewhat  lengthy  report.  Several  of 
the  chief  planks  of  our  platform  as  laid 
down  by  the  delegation  to  Ottawa  were 
suddenly  thrown  into  the  arena  of  conflict 
in  Parliament.  It  was  i)lainly  evident 
that  it  became  our  duty  to  move  and 
move  quickly.  A  new  grain  bill  on  the 
lines  as  demanded  by  the  farmers  was 
before  the  Senate  and  Parliament,  and 
all  interested  parties  were  called  to  come 
and  give  evidence  for  or  against.  Im- 
mediately what  might  be  termed  a  howl 
of  protest  was  raised  by  the  elevator 
companies  and  grain  dealers,  the  large 
Western  millers,  the  railway  companies, 
the  boards  of  trade  and  councils  of  Fort 
William  and  Port  Arthur,  these  parties 
all  sending  strong  delegations  to  fight  the 
bill.  Your  president,  after  consulting 
with  the  vice-president  of  the  council, 
started  at  once  for  the  seat  ol'  war,  and 
was  reinforced  shortly  after  by  Mr.  R. 
McKenzie,  of  the  Manitoba  Association 
and  President  Maharg,  of  the  Saskatche- 
wan Association.  We  were  supported 
there  only  by  the  representatives  of  the 
Ontario  Millers'  Association  and  a  repres- 
entative of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade. 

The  fight  was  taken  up  first  before  a 
committee  of  the  Senate  and  lasted  for 
nearly  two  weeks,  a  report  of  which  was 
duly  printed  and  is  no  doubt  in  the 
possession  of  many  of  the  delegates  here 
present.  This  bill,  a  copy  of  which  I  have 
here,  provided  for  the  appointment  of  an 
independent  commission  who  would  have 
practically  the  sole  control  of  the  grain 
trade  of  Canada  and  provided  for  the  tak- 
ing over  of  any  terminal  elevator  and  the 
placing  of  it  in  the  hands  of  the  commission 
for  operation  at  any  time  that  Parliament 
had  granted  the  necessary  money  for  the 
purpose.  It  also  provided  that  before 
such  time  as  this  had  been  done  io  the 
case  of  any  terminal  elevator  that  it 
became  a  criminal  offence  for  any  person 
or  company  to  operate  such  elevator  if 
such  person  or  company  had  in  any  way 
an  interest  in  the  buying  or  selling  of 
grain,  in  this  way  making  the  elevator 
purely  a  storage  facility  for  the  public, 
and  giving  no  personal  incentive  to  the 
operator  for  the  mixing  of  grain,  which 
mixing  was  also  made  a  criminal  offence. 
These  were  the  contentious  clauses,  the 


different  interests  throwing  in  their 
whole  weight  and  influence  to  have  them 
expunged.  They  also  fought,  but  in  a 
more  covert  way,for  the  privilege  of  mixing 
in  the  elevators,  some  openly  advocating 
that  privilege,  some  contenting  themselves 
with  advocating  private  ownership  and 
operation,  which  goes  without  saymg 
gives  them  that  secret  privilege  Others 
again,  members  of  the  Winnipeg  Grain 
Exchange,  seeking  to  cover  up  their  desire 
for  the  advantage  that  privilege  of  mixing 
would  give  them,  advocated  mixing  as  a 
means  towards  establishing  a  sample 
market,  so  that  while  these  different 
interests  approached  the  question  in 
different  ways  yet  when  one  studied  the 
question  in  the  light  of  the  past  and  by 
the  information  gained  through  the 
bitter  experiences  of  the  farmers  in  this 
matter,  we  were  able  to  see  that  each  and 
all  were  fishing  to  catch  that  special 
advantage  of  mixing  for  themselves. 
With  some  slight  modifications  the  bill 
passed  the  Senate  and  was  sent  on  to  the 
commons,  but  not  fully  dealt  with  before 
dissolution  of  the  last  Parliament.  It  is 
now  again  before  Parliament  with  some 
amendments  which  have  not  been  dis- 
closed to  us.  Your  elevator  and  market 
committee  will  recommend  some  amend- 
ments which  will  be  submitted  to  you  for 
consideration.  Meanwhile  the  council 
have  taken  steps  to  again  send  a  delegation 
from  each  province  to  Ottawa  as  soon  as 
the  bill  is  taken  up. 

Reciprocity  Controversy 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Grain  bill 
was  before  the  Senate  the  debates  in  the 
Commons  on  another  plank  of  our 
platform  waxed  fast  and  furious.  It 
was  very  evident  to  one  on  the  ground 
that  a  supreme  effort  was  being  made  by 
those  interests  which  fatten  at  the  expense 
of  the  farmer  to  win  back  the  ground  the 
farmers  had  gained  in  their  fight  for 
reciprocal  free  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

Resolutions  and  petitions  were  laid 
on  the  table  from  manufacturing,  indus- 
trial and  mercantile  interests,  transporta- 
tion companies  and  boards  of  trade,  the 
gist  of  which  were  that  it  would  reduce 
their  profits  and  benefit  no  one,  stating 
that  no  one  was  asking  for  reciprocal  free 
trade,  and  the  opponents  of  it  daring 
anyone  to  come  forward  and  do  so.  Our 
different  associated  bodies  having  made 
such  a  decided  pronouncement  on  this 
matter,  it  became  my  duty  to  ask  them 
to  re-affirm  their  views  and  get  such  sup- 
port as  they  could  without  delay.  Re- 
sponses very  shortly  came  flooding  in 
from  our  locals  all  over  the  country,  par- 
ticularly this  province,  re-affirming  their 
stand  and  asking  for  reciprocity.  The 
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result  you  know.  The  question  now  is 
whether  it  is  for  us  to  bow  the  head  and 
bend  the  back  in  meek  submission  to 
these  interests,  or  whether  we  fight  the 
harder  for  our  emancipation.  It  is  for 
you  to  say.  In  the  meantime  the  council 
have  been  standing  firm  and  while 
reciprocity  for  the  time  being  is  out  of 
the  question  we  are  asking  for  a  general 
reduction  of  the  tariff  and  an  increase  of 
the  British  preference. 

The  Railway  Act 

Another  of  the  planks  of  our  platform, 
over  which  a  conflict  took  place,  was 
amendments  to  the  Railway  Act,  centering 
most  on  the  point  on  which  only  the  farm- 
ers and  the  railway  companies  are  in- 
terested, namely: — fencing  the  right-of- 
way  and  liability  for  stock  injured.  Hav- 
ing no  support  from  any  other  interest 
and  no  doubt  because  only  a  small  per- 
centage of  the  whole  farming  community 
are  personally  interested,  I  found  it  a 
hard  matter  to  induce  the  government 
to  take  the  matter  up,  but  being  impor- 
tunate in  our  demands  the  minister 
finally  called  a  meeting  of  the  interested 
parties  in  his  office;  there  were  present 
the  railway  representatives,  the  chairman 
of  the  conservation  commission,  the 
chairman  of  the  railway  commission, 
and  Mr.  McKenzie  and  myself  as  represen- 
ting the  farmers.  After  the  question  had 
been  debated  and  the  farmers  had  shown 
their  knowledge  of  the  subject  and  the 
justness  of  their  claims,  the  minister 
suggested  that  the  chairman  of  the 
railway  board  draft  an  amendment 
covering  the  ground.  To  this  we  gladly 
assented,  the  commission  having  already 
supported  us  in  all  our  claims.  When 
this  was  done  I  caused  a  circular  letter 
to  be  sent  to  all  the  members  asking  in 
the  name  of  the  farmers  that  they  support 
the  amendment.  These  amendments  were 
embodied  in  a  bill  together  with  a  number 
of  other  amendments  and  only  reached 
the  House  on  the  last  day  of  the  session 
before  adjournment,  which  proved  to  be 
dissolution.  They  were  most  strenuously 
opposed  chiefly  by  two  men.  one  a  lawyer 
who  was  father  of  the  present  useless  but 
litigatious  clause,  and  the  other,  also  a 
lawyer,  who  is  the  father  of  another 
amendment  now  coming  before  the  House 
which  makes  the  Act  more  useless  and 
litigatious  than  before.  Had  it  come  to 
a  vote  these  men  would  have  been  power- 
less but  by  continuing  the  debate  as  they 
had  a  right  to  do  they  could  keep  it  under 
discussion  and  in  that  way  obstruct  the 
passage  of  the  whole  bill  to  which  there 
was  no  opposition  except  these  two  clauses. 
As  a  result  a  compromise  was  effected 
whereby  the  bill  was  passed  with  the 
exception  of  these  two  clauses  but  with 


the  understanding  that  they  would  be 
brought  up  again  when  Parliament  would 
re-assemble.  The  political  upheaval  of 
course  changed  all  that.  Our  council  has 
again  asked  for  the  introduction  and 
passage  of  these  amendments. 

Chilled   Meat  Question 

1  also  took  steps  while  in  Ottawa  to 
impress  upon  the  government's  attention 
the  chilled  meat  proposition  and  by  re- 
peated conferences  with  the  minister  of 
agriculture  was  able  to  get  a  fuller  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  than  at  any  time 
previous.  He  professed  to  be  very  favor- 
able to  our  scheme  of  municipal  abbatoirs 
as  feeders  to  a  government  export  system, 
and  was  finally  able  to  at  last  grip  the 
thought  that  we  were  not  advocating  the 
bonusing  or  guaranteeing  the  bonds  of  a 
meat  monopoly,  and  I  would  strongly 
advise  keeping  that  fact  prominently 
before  the  eyes  ot  the  government  lest 
they  lose  sight  of  the  fact  or  lest  they 
forget,  and  do  that  very  thing  so  that 
the  last  state  of  the  meat  industry  would 
be  worse  than  the  first.  The  promise  to 
give  assistance  may  be  easily  construed  to 
mean  assistance  to  a  company. 

Sample  Market  and  Mixing 

On  my  return  from  Ottawa  a  meeting 
was  held  at  Winnipeg  consisting  of  mem- 
bers of  the  council  and  the  Grain  Ex- 
change. The  question  before  us  was 
nominally  the  establishing  a  sample 
market  but  in  reality  to  provide  means 
whereby  interested  dealers  would  practice 
mixing  in  the  elevators  to  their  own 
profit  and  to  the  detriment  of  all  others 
shipping  under  the  grading  system.  We 
were  hopelessly  divided  and  nothing  was 
done. 

An  after  meeting  consisting  of  the  coun- 
cil alone  discussed  several  matters  of 
general  interest,  and  made  a  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan 
Associations  to  make  application  to  the 
railway  board,  as  Alberta  had  already 
done,  for  no  increase  but  rather  a  deci-ease 
of  the  minimum  weights  of  car  loads  both 
of  farm  products  and  general  merchandise. 
This,  these  associations  have  not  yet 
done. 

The  outcome  of  this,  together  with  the 
outcome  of  several  other  questions  of 
transportation,  legislation,  beef  chilling, 
pork  packing,  elevators,  and  other  matters 
of  chief  interest  and  with  which  I  had  to 
do,  will  more  properly  come  before  you  in 
the  different  reports  of  the  several  com- 
mittees appointed  to  look  after  these. 
I  have  had  a  communication  from  Mr. 
Desjardines,  M.P.,  who  has  been  actively 
promoting  the  passage  of  the  co-operative 
bill  in  Parliament  for  years  and  asking 
the  assistance  of  the  council;  this  I  sub- 
mitted to  the  council,  and  they  have  en- 
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dorsed  the  principle  of  the  bill  and  taken 
the  steps  suggested  towards  its  passage. 
I  am  sorry,  however,  that  on  account  of 
the  tremendous  pressure  of  other  questions 
during  the  yeat  this  bill  was  not  re-drafted 
making  it  more  applicable  to,  and  under- 
standable by  the  farmers. 

I  received  an  invitation  from  the 
Manufacturers'  Association  to  be  present 
as  representative  of  the  Organized  Farmers 
of  Canada  at  their  banquet  held  at 
Toronto  at  their  fortieth  annual  con- 
vention. I  replied  stating  my  inability 
to  be  present  and  wishing  them  in  the 
name  of  the  farmers,  every  measure  of 
success  and  prosperity  compatible  with 
legitimate  trade  and  fair  dealing.  On 
the  accession  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Borden 
to  the  ofBce  of  prime  minister  I  addressed 
a  letter  to  him  stating  that  our  organiza- 
tion would  pursue  the  same  course  in  our 
approaches  to  his  government  as  we  had 
pursued  in  our  approaches  to  the  past 
government,  and  that  later  on  we  would 
take  the  liberty  of  making  recommenda- 
tions to  him  as  t^o  the  personnel  of  the 
different  commissions  which  he  had 
promised  to  appoint.  I  received  a  very 
courteous  reply  in  which  he  stated  that 
he  would  be  pleased  to  receive  our  sug- 
gestions and  recommendations,  giving 
them  that  consideration  which  he  has 
already  expressed  as  being  their  due. 

Taking  action  along  these  lines,  the 
council  has  already  recommended  that 
R.  S.  Lake  be  appointed  to  the  vacancy 
on  the  railway  board  and  that  no  appoint- 
ment be  made  on  the  grain  commission 
until  recommendations  as  to  the  personnel 
of  that  board  had  been  received  from  us 
and  that  when  appointed  they  may  be 
independent  in  action  and  responsible 
only  to  Parliament. 

Through  Rates  to  South 

Several  other  representations  were 
made.  Among  the  most  important  I 
have  not  already  mentioned  was,  memor- 
ializing the  Dominion  and  provincial 
governments  to  use  their  influence  to 
induce  the  Canadian  carrying  companies 
to  lower  the  rates  on  grain  to  United 
States  points  to  conform  with  the  rates 
to  Fort  William  and  Port  Arthur,  and  also 
to  make  arrangements  with  the  American 
companies  for  the  use  of  their  cars.  The 
object  of  this  was  to  enable  the  producers 
to  get  at  least  some  of  their  damp  grain 
into  the  hands  of  someone  who  could  use 
it  before  it  spoils,  which  of  necessity 
must  take  place  if  left  in  the  elevators 
to  the  time  it  can  be  shipped  out  again, 
an^l  also  to  some  extent  to  remedy  the 
shortage  of  cars.  As  before  stated,  the 
reports  of  different  committees  will  be 
submitted  to  you,  so  that  for  me  to  go  any 
more  into  detail  would  be  but  forestalling 


their  reports.  As  a  preface,  however, 
I  mighl  state  that  I  attended  the  sittings 
of  the  railway  board  at  Vancouver  and 
Calgary,  re  our  application  made  jointly 
with  the  Vancouver  board  of  trade  for 
reduced  freight  rates.  I  also  attended 
a  meeting  at  Edmonton,  of  those  interested 
in  stock  shipping  re  the  obnoxious  live 
stock  contract  which  the  railways  are 
trying  to  put  in  force. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Union  of 
Municipalities  1  attended  their  convention 
at  MacLeod  and  was  successful  in  getting 
their  hearty  endorsement  of  our  scheme 
of  municipal  abbatoirs  in  connection  with, 
and  as  feeders  to,  a  government  owned 
and  operated  export  chilling  system. 

There  will  also  be  special  reports  on 
Direct  Legislation  and  hail  insurance, 
submitted  for  your  consideration.  The 
question  of  good  seed  for  the  coming  year 
is  a  vital  one,  and  the  representative 
of  the  Dominion  Seed  Commissioner  will 
no  doubt  have  something  important  to 
say  to  you. 

Now  gentlemen,  in  bringing  this  much 
abbreviated  and  yet  too  lengthy  report 
to  a  close,  I  wish  to  express  ray  appre- 
ciation of  the  work  and  worth  of  the 
officers  of  this  association  who  have 
labored  with  me  during  the  year.  They 
are  men  of  a  high  order  of  intelligence 
and  alvility  and  an  equally  high  conception 
of  right  and  duty.  I  wish  you  to  remem- 
ber that  T  have  said  this  of  your  oflScers, 
because  before  I  close  I  would  like  to 
impress  upon  you  a  few  of  the  conclusions 
I  have  arrived  at  during  the  occupancy 
of  *hat  highest  office  in  your  gift  with 
which  you  have  honored  me  during  the 
last  three  years. 

As  it  is  not  my  desire  to  be  a  candidate 
for  office  for  the  coming  year  1  can  speak 
the  more  plainly.  Gradually  each  year, 
the  organized  farmers  have  come  before 
the  notice  of  all  other  interests  and  have 
come  to  be  recognized  as  a  strong  power 
to  cope  with.  With  the  recognition  of 
that  fact  come  also  more  subtle  methods 
by  which  we  may  be  led  astray.  In  the 
past  we  have  seen  the  need  of  organization 
and  increase  of  numbers.  We  see  the 
same  need  today  greater  than  ever,  but 
we  see  also  an  even  greater  need  of  ad- 
hesion and  cohesion  among  these  numbers. 
We  need  that  no  member  and  more  par- 
ticularly no  officer  should  have  any  en- 
tangling interests  that  might  affect  frail 
human  nature  or  cloud  to  him  the  clear 
light  our  associated  interests  should  appear 
in.  In  the  experience  I  have  gained  I 
have  found  wheels  within  wheels,  in- 
terests within  interests,  and  scene.s  behind 
the  scenes  which  are  not  always  discern- 
ible to  those  who  have  not  been  in 
as  close  touch  with  those  things  as  I  have 
been.    In  maintaining  our  strength  our 


officers  must  be  strong,  practical  men 
whose  interests  are  wholly  devoted  to 
farming.  There  are  influences  at  work 
to  withhold  our  progress,  which  influences 
might  be  almost  termed  hypnotic  and  it 
is  said  that  to  be  hypnotized  the  subject 
must  have  some  lurking  willingness  to 
be  influenced.  These  influences  will  al- 
ways strike  at  the  most  vulnerable  part 
and  although  the  man  might  be  far  above 
evil  influence  yet  in  our  dealings  with 
the  powers  that  be  our  men's  connections 
are  closely  searched  and  if  there  is  any 
thing  that  might  appear  entangling,  or 
self-interest  outside  the  association  or 
general  farming  interest,  that  man's 
influence  and  strength  is  weakened  if 
not  entirely  lost  to  u.s. 

There  are  two  other  great  conflicting 
elements  of  strength  and  v.  eakness  in  the 
make  up  of  our  association  that  are  hard 
to  adjust  to  a  proper  balance.  These  are 
publicity  versus  secretiveness.  We  are 
told  that  "There  is  a  time  to  speak  and  a 
time  to  be  silent"  and  surely  it  requires 
the  wisdom  of  the  wnter  of  these  words 
to  properly  discern  the  time.  In  the 
nature  of  things  we  must  fight  in  the  open 
while  others  fight  in  the  shelter.  Our 
members  demand  publicity,  the  knowing 
of  what  is  being  done  and  how  we  are 
going  to  do  it,  which  is  their  right.  They 
are  the  ones  to  frame  the  Association's 
policy  and  instruct  the  officers  to  put  it 
into  efiFect.  This  publicity  is  also  a 
tremendous  influence  in  forming  public 
opinion  along  right  lines  which  is  our 
greatest  strength.  On  the  other  hand 
diplomatic  generalship,  tactfulness  and 
secretiveness  are  indispensable.  If  we 
make  public  everything  that  comes  to 
our  knowledge  we  give  away  our  hand  and 
court  defeat  It  is  sometimes  possible 
in  our  intercourse  with  others  by  putting 
one  and  one  together  to  gain  information, 
the  knowledge  of  which  would  be  valuable 
to  our  members  but  by  making  that 
knowledge  public  gives  the  other  side  a 
chance  to  change  their  ground  and  lessens 
our  chance  of  obtaining  similar  knowledge 
in  the  future.  It  would  be  possible  to 
give  many  instances  in  support  of  this 
statement,  in  fact  it  was  my  intention  to 
give  you  one  such  instance,  but  on  the 
advice  of  the  directorate  I  deemed  that 
this  was  another  point  where  it  would  be 
disadvantageous  to  make  same  public. 

One  more  thought,  not  a  new  one, 
but  it  cannot  be  kept  too  prominently 
before  us.  Members  become  impatient 
and  say  "What's  the  use,  we  have  con- 
tinued to  pass  resolutions  yet  there  is 
nothing  doing  "  Let  us  remember,  gen- 
tlemen, that  there  are  ever  opposing  forces 
as  well  as  neutral  forces.  If  there  were 
not  we  would  no  doubt  have  our  way  at 
once.    We  mu.st  continue  along  the  line 


of  awakening  and  forming  public  opinion 
Then  gradually  as  we  progress  in  this, 
will  our  resolutions  assume  proper  form 
and  active  force,  according  as  public 
opinion  is  with  us  will  we  gain  our  ends 
and  in  this  way  we  become  the  "Power 
behind  the  throne." 

We  must  be  willing  to  accept  here  a 
little  and  there  a  little.  If  at  any  time  we 
refuse  to  accept  a  part  because  all  has 
not  been  accorded,  we  only  antagonize 
and  strengthen  the  opposing  force  and 
lose  ground  with  the  neutral  forces.  A 
correct  summing  up  of  the  work  of  the 
Association  will  go  to  show  that  an  incal- 
culable amount  of  good  has  been  done  in 
curing  evils  and  that  an  immeasurably 
greater  amount  of  good  has  been  done  in 
preventing  evils  by  standing  forward. 
I  have  had  many  cordial  invitations  to 
visit  different  local  unions  to  be  present  at 
their  social  gatherings  which  I  have  been 
unable  to  attend.  When  I  tell  you  that 
I  have  not  spent  more  than  four  whole 
months  at  home  during  the  year  and  that 
for  a  considerable  part  of  that  time  I  have 
been  in  somewhat  poor  health,  you  will 
understand  that  much  as  I  would  have 
liked  to,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  have 
accepted  these  kind  invitations.  Where 
I  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  have 
been  able  to  accept  the  in\ntations, 
attentions  have  been  showered  upon  me, 
in  many  cases  almost  to  the  point  of 
embarrassment.  I  wish  to  thank  you 
heartily  for  these  tokens  of  good  feeling 
in  the  association  and  for  the  invitations 
whether  accepted  or  not.  I  am  always 
ready  to  preach  the  gospel  of  theU.F.A. 
in  season  or  out  of  season  when  it  is  at 
all  possible  for  me  to  do  so. 

I  wish  to  again  thank  you  for  the  honor 
and  confidence  you  have  ever  reposed 
in  me  and  ask  that  there  be  a  continuation 
of  the  same  extended  to  my  successor  in 
office. 


VICE-PRESIDENT'S 
REPORT 

The  following  address  was  delivered  by 
Vice-President  W.  J.  Tregillus. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — 

In  addressing  you  at  this,  our  annual 
convention,  I  will  endeavor  to  be  brief, 
but  there  are  a  few  thoughts,  suggested 
by  the  past  year's  work  and  experiences, 
that  I  should  like  to  put  before  you, 
with  the  hope  "that  they  may  be  of  in- 
terest and  the  hope  they  may  bo  help- 
ful. Those  of  us  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  attending  these  conventions  consider 
them  of  inestimable  value,  and  it  is 
encouraging  to  see  such  general  interest 
and  such  a  large  and  representative 
gathering.  I  sincerely  trust  that  this  con- 
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vention  will  prove  as  helpful  and  in- 
vigorating as  any  of  those  held 
previously,  and  to  ensure  tlie  success 
of  this  gathering  it  is  necessary  to 
carefully  review  the  past  and  to  be 
equally  careful  in  laying  our  plans  for 
the  future. 

Last  year  we  had  to  report  the  great- 
est organized  effort  of  the  farmsrs  that 
the  world  has  ever  known,  that  never- 
to-be-forgotten  trip  to  Ottawa,  and 
although  we  have  no  such  outstanding 
feature  to  recall  this  year,  yet  there  are 
many  matters  of  real  progress  which 
are  most  satisfactory  and  encouraging 
to  those  of  us  who  have  the  interests 
of  this  association  at  heart. 

Those  who  attended  the  convention 
held  in  this  hall  two  years  ago  cannot 
but  be  forcibly  impressed  with  the  ad- 
vance this  association  has  made  during 
the  interval,  and  this  will  appear  in 
the  various  reports  which  will  be  pre- 
sented to  this  convention.  The  notice- 
able advancement  of  our  association  is 
a  most  encouraging  feature.  Our  mem- 
bers have  multiplied,  our  experience  has 
grown,  our  influence  has  spread,  our 
education  has  developed,  our  power 
has  tremendously  increased,  and,  best 
of  all,  bur  faith  is  stronger  than  ever. 
Today  the  organized  farmers  of  the 
Prairie  Provinces  are  tlie  most  potent 
force  in  the  way  of  reform,  and  the 
strongest  agency  working  for  true 
democracy  in  the  whole  Dominion, 
and  are  exerting  a  powerful  influence 
throughout  the  civilized  world.  Our 
central  office  has  done  inestimable  work, 
which  has  -  been  very  far  reaching  in 
its  character  of  helpfulness  and  educa- 
tion. 

Direct  Legislation 

With  regard  to  the  important  ques- 
tion of  Direct  Legislation,  special  at 
tention  has  been  given  to  this,  and 
much  good  work  accomplished.  Litera- 
ture has  been  available  for  all  desiring 
it.  The  question  of  Direct  Legislation 
has  been  brought,  by  our  central  office, 
forcibly  before  our  legislators,  many  of 
whom  admitted  they  had  given  the 
matter  no  previous  attention,  but  have 
promised  to  study  it  and  deal  with  it 
on  its  merits  when  it  comes  before  the 
House.  Whether  any  definite  step  is 
taken  during  this  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture or  not,  the  time  cannot  be  long  de- 
layed— provided  we  are  faithful  in  our 
work — when  the  province  of  Alberta 
will  have  a  statute  on  her  books  in- 
corporating this  form  of  government 
into  its  constitution.  When  we  consider 
the  success  of  this  form  of  government 
in  Switzerland,  where  it  has  been  more 


or  less  in  operation  for  three-quarters 
of  a  century,  and  in  many  of  the  Ameri- 
can states,  where  it  has  been  more 
recently  introduced,  we  must  do  all  in 
our  power  to  hasten  its  establishment. 

When  we  realize  the  wonderful  re- 
forms possible  through  Direct  Legisla- 
tion and  can,  in  matters  of  national  and 
human  importance,  give  up  party  feel- 
ing and  develop  a  truly  Albertan  feel- 
ing, and,  through  Direct  Legislation, 
have  the  power  of  exjjressing  our  feel- 
ings, we  shall  be  surprised  how  quickly 
Alberta  will  own  its  government,  its 
public  utilities,  such  as  railways,  ex- 
presses, telegraphs,  insurances,  etc.,  and 
also  its  natural  resources. 

The  Single  Tax 

The  wonderful  progress  toward  the 
adoption  of  Single  Tax  in  Alberta  is  a 
great  satisfaction,  and  most  encourag- 
ing, and  Albertans  take  a  pardonable 
pride  in  the  fact  that  their  province  is 
in  the  lead.  When  our  constitution 
includes  Direct  Legislation  and  direct 
taxation,  most  of  the  evils  from  which 
we  are  now  suffering  will  be  found  only 
in  history,  and  if  history  states  facts, 
much  of  the  credit  of  the  bettered  con- 
ditions will  be  given  to  the  organiza- 
tion known  as  the  ''United  Farmers  of 
Alberta."  We  have  accomplished  much, 
but  we  have  fallen  short  of  what  we 
had  hoped  to  attain.  I  would  like,  in 
as  few  words  as  possible,  to  show  our 
present  position  and  the  immensity  of 
the  work  that  lies  before  us. 

We  are  living  in  an  age  of  marvelous 
development.  Astonishing  changes  are 
taking  place;  some  of  us  here  can  re- 
member the  time  when  most  of  the  grain 
crops  were  cut  with  the  cradle  and 
bound  by  nand,  when  much  of  the  hay 
was  cut  with  the  scythe  and  gathered 
with  the  hand  rake,  and  the  general 
mode  of  life  throughout  the  farm 
corresponded.  How  different  are  con- 
ditions today,  but,  notwithstanding  the 
progress  we  have  made,  we  are  only 
just  on  the  eve  of  an  era  of  development 
more  wonderful  than  anything  that  has 
hitherto  astounded  the  world  in  other 
departments  of  investigation  and  en- 
deavor; an  era  in  which  experience, 
learning  and  invention  will  transmute 
into  wealth  the  results  of  the  labor 
that  is  bestowed  upon  the  land,  as  never 
before. 

Production  and  Distribution 

What  advantage,  however,  will  accrue 
to  the  farmer  if  present  economic  con- 
ditions continue?  It  is  roughly  esti- 
mated that  of  the  agricultural  wealth 
produced  only  about  thirty-five  per  cent. 


8 


finds  its  way  back  to  tlie  producer,  while 
distribution  claims  some  sixty-five  per 
cent.,  a  condition  totally  unfair  both  to 
the  producer  and  the  consumer,  and  I 
venture  to  state  that  even  if  every 
farmer  in  Alberta  were  to  adopt  all  the 
modern  methods  of  farm  practice  that 
have  proved  to  be  successful,  and  were 
4hereby  enabled  to  double  the  output 
of  their  farms,  we  farmers,  on  the 
average,  w^ould  have  no  more  to  show 
for  it  at  the  end  of  each  year  than  we 
now  have.  This  cannot  be  allowed; 
something  must  be  done.  Is  it  not 
deplorable  that  in  this  twentieth  cen- 
tury we  permit  ourselves  to  be  in  this 
economic  and  political  bondage? 

To  think  that  we,  who  till  the  soil  and 
bring  into  existence  that  T.  hich  did  not 
previously  exist,  and  on  whom  all  other 
forms  of  human  industry  depend,  that 
we,  who  comprise  sixty-five  per  cent,  of 
the  population  and  should  be  dominant, 
allow  ourselves  to  be  bound  by  those 
who  are  really  dependent  on  us!  To 
show  what  I  mean,  let  me  explain.  In 
the  United  States  there  are  ninety  mil- 
lion people  and  eighty-three  million  of 
these  are  dependent  on  the  skill  and 
industry  of  the  other  seven  million,  who 
are  agriculturists.  I  cannot  give  the 
exact  proportion  in  Canada,  but  out  of 
the  eight  million  population  about  seven 
and  a  quarter  million  are  dependent  on 
the  labor  of  the  other  three-quarter  mil- 
lion, who  form  the  agricultural  com- 
munity. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  we  are 
indispensable,  we  are  hardly  allowed  to 
live,  for  w^e  are  taxed  at  every  turn, 
almost  everything  we  eat,  wear  or  use 
is  taxed  by  the  people  who  have  in- 
duced the  legislators  to  make  robbery 
legal. 

Economic  and  Political  Bondage 

In  Canada  there  are  about  three 
thousand  manufacturers  who  levy  toll 
on  the  entire  population — eight  million. 
Last  year  we  paid  into  the  Dominion 
treasury  sixty  million  dollars,  but  into 
the  pockets  of  the  protected  interests 
we  paid  about  two  million  dollars. 
What  is  this  if  not  economic  bondage? 
In  this  piogressive  century  we,  in  the 
provi'if  of  Alberta,  are  being  governed 
by  a  luT'Ai  of  government  that  has 
neither  mi^ndate  nor  endorsation  from 
its  {)eople.  Such  a  condition  is  impos- 
sible to  duplicate  anywhere  on  this  con- 
tinent. What  is  this  if  not  political 
bondage?  We  c;in  truly  say  with  the 
prophet  Isaiah,. ''Therefore  my  people 
are  gone  into  captivity  for  lack  of 
knowledge,"  and  just  as  in  the  case  of 
Isaiah's  people,  the  few  with  knowledge 


took  the  many — who  lacked  knowledge 
— into  captivity,  so  have  the  few — 
about  three  thousand  manufacturers — 
who  know  what  they  are  about,  taken 
the  many — who  have  hitherto  lacked 
knowledge — into  economic  bondage  and 
levied  tribute  on  them.  Surely  we  are 
wearing  bonds  that  we  should  burst  and 
chains  that  we  should  break  and  be 
free,  and  this  can  only  be  accomplished 
by  removing  the  cause  of  our  bondage — 
lack  of  knowledge.  Knowledge  is  power, 
gives  light,  independence  and  freedom; 
while  lack  of  knowledge — ignorance — 
is  weakness,  darkness,  dependence  and 
bondage.  We  are  all  governed  by  one 
or  the  other;  some  men  cannot  be 
brought  into  bondage  because  they  read, 
study,  think  and  observe,  while  others 
cannot  be  kept  out  of  bondage  because 
they  prefer  ignorance. 

Organization  and  Co-operation 

Our  only  means  of  combatting  the 
combines,  trusts  and  organized  capital 
which  exact  tribute  from  productive 
labor  without  as  much  as  ''by  your 
leave,"  is  by  organization  and  co-opera- 
tion. Agriculture,  unorganized,  unco- 
operative, must  inevitably  become  the 
common  prey  of  organized  forces. 
From  these  consequences  there  can  be 
no  escape.  The  touchstone  of  success  is 
organization.  When  we  producers  are 
thoroughly  organized,  there  is  nothing 
on  this  earth  that  can  come  between  us 
and  complete  emancipation.  Let  us, 
therefore,  make  a  more  determined 
effort  during  this  year  for  an  entire  and 
exhaustive  organization  of  the  whole 
province,  and  so  be  ready  for  the  fight 
which  must  of  necessity  be  fought 
before  we  can  claim  our  freedom.  The 
financial  interests  have  so  long  enjoyed 
protection — afforded  by  our  tariff  walls 
— behind  which  they  have  been  enabled 
to  form  combines  and  mergers,  enabling 
them  to  advance  the  prices  of  prac- 
tically everything  the  farmers  and  labor- 
ing classes  use,  that  we  cannot  expect 
them  to  give  up  without  a  struggle, 
and,  I  repeat,  organization  is  the  only 
weapon  with  which  we  can  fight  com- 
bination. We  are  prepared,  of  course, 
as  soon  as  we  begin  more  active  opera- 
tions, to  be  told  that  we  are  working 
for  class  legislation,  and  party  politi- 
cians will  leave  no  stone  unturned  to 
prevent  our  progress,  but  that  need  not 
trouble  us  for  we  know  ours  is  no  class 
movement.  Ours  is  a  great  world  move- 
ment which  will  make  a  nobler  civiliza- 
tion and  a  higher  type  of  manhood. 
We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  great  civic, 
a  great  national  awakening;   a  silent 


revolution  is  in  progress  throughout  the 
whole  civilized  world. 

A  Great  Awakening 

In  every  country  we  find  convention- 
alities, distrust  of  innovations,  privi- 
lege and  reaction  ranged  against  ad- 
vancing and  progressive,  democracy. 
This  great  awakening  which  is  stirring 
the  continent  from  ocean  to  ocean,  will 
lose  its  force  and  usefulness  unless  we 
establish  some  platform  representing 
the  progressive  spirit  around  which  to 
rally.  Never  in  the  history  of  Canada 
was  there  greater  need  for  true  states- 
men than  at  the  picsent  time.  W^s  need 
and  must  have,  as  statesmen,  men  who 
will  not  make  the  fatal  mistake  of 
forgetting  that  eventually  the  people 
must  and  will  rule,  i.ien  who  must  recog- 
nize that  agriculture,  the  fundamental 
industry,  must  not  be  neglected. 

The  United  States  department  of 
agriculture  at  Washington  spends  an- 
nually fifteen  million  doi^ars  to  find  out 
the  secrets  of  nature  and  impart  them 
to  the  farmers  for  the  benefit  of  agric  1- 
ture.  What  is  our  department  of  agri- 
culture spending  on  us?  Not  very 
much,  but  quite  as  much  as  we  can 
expect  considering  the  representation 
we  have  in  the  Houses  of  Parliament. 

A  Comparison 

Gentlemen,  I  have  listened  to  debateT 
in  two  provincial  Parliaments,  also  at 
two  provincial  conventions  of  organized 
farmers,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  in  saying 
that  for  grasp  of  subject,  clearness  of 
understanding  and  ability  of  expression, 
the  farmers'  conventions  were  decidedly 
superior  to  the  Parliamentary  debates. 
I  had  the  pleasure  last  February  of 
being  present  at  the  discussion  of  the 
elevator  question  at  Kegina.  The  dis- 
cussion occupied  a  whole  day  and  was 
divided  into  three  sittings.  I  have 
never  listened  to  a  more  intelligent, 
more  earnest,  more  illuminating  debate 
in  my  life,  and  the  result  of  that 
debate  is  proving  to  be  the  correct 
solution  of  the  aifficulty.  Some  of  the 
speeches  given  out  on  that  occasion 
were  of  an  exceedingly  high  order  and 
would  compare  favorably  with  some  of 
the  speeches  of  prominent  statesmen. 
Then  why,  having  such  competent  men 
in  our  midst,  do  we  not  replace  the 
present  so-called  representatives  now 
occupying  the  positions,  with  our  own 
men  who  would  really  do  what  we  want? 
Who  can  better  represent  the  farming 
community  than  farmers?  Therefore 
let  us  have  farmer  representatives.  This 
is  our  only  way  to  freedom.  Hitherto 
we  have  been  afraid,  as  an  organization, 


to  tackle  the  political  situation,  and 
possibly  we  have  been  wise,  as  we  were 
not  ripe  for  action,  but  the  time  has 
come  when  we  must  break  away  from 
the  influences  brought  to  bear  upon  us 
in  every  way  possible  by  the  protected 
interests  and  professional  politicians, 
and  strike  out  for  the  middle  of  the 
road.  We  cannot  climb  the  mountain 
with  our  faces  to  the  valley.  If  we  are 
to  succeed,  we  must  be  among  those 
whose  faces  are  set  toward  the  sun,  and 
refuse  to  be  longer  hypnotized  by  politi- 
cal moonshine.  As  out  of  our  homes 
must  come  the  highest  type  of  manhood 
and  womanhood,  we  must  make  condi- 
tions favorable  for  this  development, 
and  to  do  this  we  must  work  from  the 
root  upwards,  from  the  centre  to  the 
circumference. 

The  First  Problem 

Our  first  problem  for  solution  is  how 
to  retain  our  just  share  of  the  wealth 
we  create;  we  farmers  have  been 
likened  to  a  horse  in  a  treadmill — we 
work  hard  but  have  little  to  show  be- 
yond the  fact  that  we  are  making  a 
living.  The  simile  does  not  end  here. 
Just  as  the  horse  threshes  out  grain 
which  people  take  and  use  for  their  own 
purposes,  giving  the  horse  only  sufficient 
for  his  absolute  need,  so  we,  and  the 
laboring  classes  in  our  cities,  by  our 
productive  labors  are  creating  millions 
of  dollars  of  wealth  yearly,  which  flow 
steadily  but  quickly  into  the  pockets  ot 
the  monopolist  and  privileged  classes. 
Our  first  duty  must  be  to  solve  this 
question  and  the  methods  for  farm  im- 
provement and  increasing  the  produc- 
tiveness of  our  farms  will  follow.  Then 
the  cry  of  ''Back  to  the  land"  will 
cease.  Fortunately  we  have  the  power 
of  remedying  the  existing  evils  in  our 
own  hands,  by  living  up  to  our  name 
and  being  the  "United  Farmers  of 
Alberta."  Forming  one  cohesive  whole, 
all  headed  in  the  right  direction,  the 
solid  vote  of  the  farmers  can  overcome 
every  obstacle. 

The  Leadership 

The  question  of  leadership  of  this  or- 
ganization is  a  delicate  matter  for  a 
member  of  the  executive  to  touch  on, 
but  its  extreme  importance  is  my  ex- 
cuse. My  advice  to  you  is,  hand  pick 
every  man  you  elect  for  office,  get  the 
very  best,  and  we  have  the  best  among 
us.  The  resolution  adopted  last  year 
requiring  every  candidate  to  pledge  him- 
self to  Direct  Legislation  was  a  good 
one,  and  I  hope  to  see  a  similar  pledge 
required  with  regard  to  Single  Tax  and 
other  reforms,  but  we  want  to  be  care- 
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ful  that  the  pledges  are  given  in  good 
faith.  I  am  pressing  this  matter  ad- 
visedly, and  repeat,  choose  with  the 
very  greatest  care,  for  your  success  de- 
pends on  your  choice.  In  referring  to 
the  leaders  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the 
members,  for  no  organization  can  be 
greater  than  the  individaal  members. 
It  is  necessary  that  every  member 
should  be  a  real  live  member,  recog- 
nizing his  responsibilities,  feeling  that 
the  success  of  our  efforts  through  this 
organization  depends  proportionately 
on  him,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  every 
member  of  the  "United  Farmers  of 
Alberta"  will  live  up  to  his  oppor- 
tunities. In  selecting  directors,  a  well 
balanced  board  should  be  our  aim.  We 
need  the  ardor,  vi^or  and  active  virtues 
of  youth  with  its  optimistic  enthusiasm, 
and  we  need  also  the  ripeness  of  tone, 
the  mellowness  of  nature,  the  breadth 
of  vision  which  are  the  fruits  of  the 
years  that  change  the  hardness  of 
inexperienced  judgment  into  a  calmer, 
deeper  and  more  charitable  estimate  of 
conditions,  and  this  happy  combination 
will  doubtless  be  secured.  The  main 
questions  claiming  our  attention  at  this 
convention  will  be  hail  insurance,  ele- 
vators, public  ownership  of  railroads, 
etc.,  and  I  should  like  to  suggest  the 
question  of  life  insurance  through  the 
provincial  government.  This  would  be 
a  safe  undertaking  and  provide  money 
for  cheap  loans  and  keep  our  money 
here,  whereas  it  now  goes  to  the  com- 
panies in  the  East  who  loan  again  to 
people  here  in  the  West  at  heavy 
rates  of  interest. 

A  Noble  Ideal 

We,  as  a  society,  are  truly  pioneers; 
we  are  blazing  the  trail  and  removing 
the  obstacles  which  hinder  progress, 
and  although  tedious  and  uphill  work, 
we  should  be  right  glad  to  be  allowed 
to  have  a  hand  in  it.  John  Webster, 
member  for  Brockville,  speaking  in  the 
Daminion  Parliament,  said  of  Canada: 
''If  the  firmament  of  heaven  were  a 
blackboard  and  the  Eocky  Mountains 
chalk,  it  would  be  beyond  the  power  of 
man  to  write  what  the  future  holds  in 
store  for  this  young  country."  Be- 
lieving, as  we  do,  that  this  province  is 
the  ''sirloin  of  the  Dominion,"  what 
greater  privilege  can  we  desire,  what 
greater  opportunity  can  we  ask  than 
that  we,  the.  "United  Farmers  of  Al- 
berta," bring  to  the  citizens  of  Alberta 
the  best  known  form  of  self  government 
and  the  most  scientific  and  equitable 
form  of  taxation  the  world  has  yet 
evolved,  thereby  eliminating  all  un- 
natural  inequalities,   all   artificial  ob- 


structions, all  deadly  grinding  toil,  all 
involuntary  poverty,  all  unfairlv  ac- 
quired wealth;  and  so  usher  in  condi- 
tions which  will  make  it  possible,  and 
even  tempting,  for  every  man,  woman 
and  child  in  this  great  province  to  reach 
the  highest  physical,  mental  and  spiritual 
development  they  are  capable  of  at- 
taining. Gentlemen,  I  ask  you,  can  we 
have  a  higher  motive  or  a  nobler  ideal? 


DIRECTORS'  REPORT  FOR 
THE  YEAR  1911 

The  following  is  the  report  oi  the  Board 
of    Directors    which   was   presented  by 
Mr.  D.  W.  Warner 
Gentlemen: — 

Your  Board  of  Directors  and  your 
executive  committee  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  beg  to  report  as 
fol'ows: — 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions 
given  at  the  iast  annua,  convention  your 
directors  appointed  committees  to  deal 
with  the  different  mattf-rs  in  wh  ch  the 
Association  was  interested  and  these 
committees  will  make  separate  reports 
upon  their  work. 

Genera!  Office 

Your  Directors  decided  to  open  up  the 
general  office  of  the  U.F.A  ^n  Calgary 
as  it  was  felt  that  this  would  be  the  better 
location  at  the  present  time  and  more 
easily  reached  than  any  other  part  of  the 
piovince,  beside  being  the  recognized 
headquarters  for  many  of  the  interests 
in  which  this  Association  is  necessarily 
interested. 

Revising  Constitution 

Your  directors  appointed  a  special 
committee  to  revise  the  constitution  and 
the  usual  notice  of  motion  has  been  given 
by  this  committee  so  that  it  will  be  possible 
to  fully  consider  the  recommendations 
made  at  this  convention.  Pending  your 
decision  in  this  matter  and  seeing  that  the 
constitution  must  necessarily  be  a  part 
of  the  charter  it  was  decided  to  postpone 
action  in  this  regard  until  the  amendments 
to  the  constitution  had  been  ratified  by 
the  convention  an  1  this  was  thought  to 
be  the  best  plan  to  adopt. 

Union  Stock  Yards 

In  the  matter  of  Union  Stock  Yards 
your  Directors  took  the  matter  up  with 
the  councils  of  Calgary  and  Edmonton  in 
the  endeavor  to  .-xcure  some  adequate, 
competitive  stock  market  at  these  points. 
At  Edmonton  steps  were  taken  by  the 
Council  to  secure  a  site  for  a  stock  market 
and  a  by-law  was  submitted  to  the  rate- 
payers. This  by-law  was  defeated  and 
nothing  further  was  done  in  the  matter  by 
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the  Council.  At  Calgary  an  attempt  was 
made  by  the  Council  to  pass  a  by-law 
which  would  place  the  control  of  the 
stock  yards  and  abattoirs  in  the  hands  of 
one  firm,  but  on  account  of  objections 
raided  at  that  time  the  mattei  was 
dropped,  akhourh  your  directors  have 
been  informed  that  a  by-law  has  been 
passed  which  will  come  into  effect  early 
this  year.  From  information  which  has 
been  secured  it  would  appear  that  what- 
ever steps  are  taken  in  the  future  one  of 
the  primary  objects  to  be  kept  in  mind 
is  that  where  these  commodities  are 
built,  whetl  er  it  be  by  government  or 
municipality  it  is  necessar;\  to  see  that 
they  shall  be  placed  in  .  uch  a  position 
that  they  cnn  be  served  by  all  railway 
companies  in  order  that  the  transportation 
charges  may  be  kept  at  as  low  a  late 
as  possible  and  the  switching  charges 
eliminated.  The  need  of  this  is  from  the 
fact  that  by  order  of  the  railway  commis- 
sion a  switching  charge  of  twenty  cents 
per  ton,  with  a  minimum  of  $3.00  and  a 
maximum  of  .^S.OO  is  allowed  for  the 
delivery  of  freight  in  city  limits  to  non- 
competing  lines,  and  the  railway  line 
making  delivery  has  U<  pay  hah  this 
chaige.  This  means  that  in  the  end  one 
of  the  object?  for  the  estabhshment  of 
the  yards  would  be  vlefeated  ac  the  railway 
company  would  simply  increase  Its  tariff 
to  correspond  with  the  amount  of  switch- 
ing charges  it  would  have  co  pay  in  making 
delivery  to  the  yards  on  a  non-competing 
basis.  This  point  was  brought  out 
at  the  time  the  proposal  for  Union  yards 
was  made  in  Edmonton,  when  the  site 
chosen  could  not  have  been  reached  and 
served  by  all  the  railways  in  Alberta  at 
the  present  time,  in  fact  the  one  carrying 
the  largest  quantity  of  stock,  and  there- 
fore the  first  to  add  the  increased  switching 
charge  to  its  tariff  would  have  been  com- 
pelled to  pay  these  extra  charges  on  all 
stock  consigned  to  it  for  deKver3^  if  the 
scheme  had  been  adopted. 

Your  Directors  believe  that  steps 
should  be  taken  to  prevent  municipalities 
from  giving  exclusive  franchises  to  any 
person  or  company  for  the  slaughtering 
of  animals  within  that  municipality, 
but  rather  that  these  facilities  should  be 
controlled  as  a  public  utility,  having  in 
view  the  fact  that  once  the  cold  storage 
question  is  taken  seriously  by  the  Domin- 
ion government  it  will  then  be  possible  to 
use  these  smaller  establishments  as  the 
necessary  feeders  to  the  larger  public 
enterprise. 

Boring  Deep  Wells 

Your  directors  took  up  with  the  govern- 
ment the  matter  of  assisting  in  the  boring 
of  deep  wells,  but  have  been  informed 
that  there  are  a  number  of  private  con- 


cerns drilling  wells  in  the  country  by  con- 
tract and  it  is  extremely  doubtful  if  the 
government  will  be  able  to  offer  any 
assistance,  but  that  it  would  be  better 
for  the  settler,  either  by  individual  effort 
or  by  joining  together,  to  arrange  for  some 
of  the  well  boring  outfits  to  sink  necessary 
wells.  Also  that  in  no  case  does  the 
government  go  further  than  to  make 
tests  to  ascertain  if  water  is  procurable 
and  at  a  reasonable  depth,  the  matter 
being  left  to  the  settlers  to  make  their 
own  arrangements  for  wells  upon  their 
own  property.  Further,  that  it  was 
never  intended  that  the  government 
should  go  into  the  well  boring  business 
further  than  making  tests  for  people 
where  they  are  experiencing  great  diflB- 
culty  in  obtaining  water. 

Telephones 

The  recommendations  of  the  convention 
in  the  matter  of  telephone  exchanges 
was  referred  to  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works  and  an  answer  received  that  same 
would  receive  consideration. 

In  the  matter  of  farm  loans,  it  was 
pointed  out  to  the  government  that  this 
was  a  business  which  could  easily  be  under- 
taken by  the  government  and  that  if 
such  were  done  the  result  would  be  the 
saving  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
each  year  to  the  farmers  of  the  country. 
The  usual  answer  was  received  that  the 
recommendation  would  receive  con.<!ider- 
ation. 

Shipment  of  Cattle 

Dealing  with  the  shipping  of  cattle, 
your  directors  pointed  out  the  hardships 
which  are  now  experienced  and  the  diffi- 
culties with  which  the  shippers  have  to 
contend,  and  have  given  the  support  of 
the  Association  to  the  Live  Stock  Com- 
missioner in  the  pushing  of  his  claim  before 
the  Railway  Commission  for  the  approval 
of  new  regulations  governing  the  shipment 
of  live  stock  which,  if  adopted,  will  to  a 
large  extent  eliminate  the  abuses  which 
have  formerly  existed.  Your  directors 
requested  a  committee,  consisting  of  the 
President  and  Secretary,  to  appear  before 
the  Commission,  and  give  evidence  in 
support  of  the  proposed  regulations, 
and  since  that  time  assistance  has  been 
given  in  bringing  the  matter  to  a  success- 
ful issue.  It  might  be  said,  briefly, 
that  the  proposed  regulations,  if  approved 
by  the  commission,  wdll  bring  into  effect 
certain  regulations  governing  the  ship- 
ment and  handling  of  live  stock,  based 
upon  the  provisions  now  contained  in 
the  Manitoba  Grain  Act,  with  such  addi- 
tions as  are  necessary  for  the  handling 
and  shipment  of  live  stock. 
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Western  Facilities 

Your  directors  have  repeatedly  pressed 
for  some  definite  action  on  the  resolutions 
adopted  at  Vancouver,  relating  to  the 
providing  of  Western  terminal  facilities, 
the  establishment  of  grades  for  ha^^ 
the  inspection  of  hay  and  the  licensing 
and  bonding  of  commission  merchants, 
and  have  lost  no  opportunity  to  bring 
this  matter  forward.  The  resolutions 
have  again  been  submitted  to  the  govern- 
ment during  the  past  few  weeks,  in  the 
hope  that  some  action  will  be  taken  at 
the  present  session  of  Parliament. 

The  Grain  Bill 

Your  directors  would  state  that  the 
Grain  Bill  is  before  the  House  at  the 
present  time,  and  seeing  we  in  Alberta  are 
the  ones  most  interested  in  the  Western 
route,  we  have  again  pointed  out  the 
necessity  for  immediate  action  being 
taken  therein.  The  need  of  this  was 
shown  a  few  days  ago  when  a  prominent 
railway  official  stated  that  there  was  an 
enquiry  for  our  low  grade  wheat  from 
Japan,  but  owing  to  the  lack  of  cars  it 
was  impossible  to  fill  the  order.  He  sug- 
gested a  suspension  of  the  Manitoba 
Grain  Act  relating  to  the  distribution  of 
cars,  so  that  a  large  number  could  be 
rushed  into  a  few  points  where  the  grain 
was  in  store  in  the  elevators  to  enable 
the  order  to  be  filled.  Rather  it  would 
seem  to  be  an  unanswerable  argument 
in  favor  of  the  storage  facilities  being 
provided  at  the  Coast  at  once,  as  if  the 
grain  was  on  hand  at  that  point  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  trying  to 
suspend  the  Manitoba  Grain  Act. 

Other  Conventions 

Your  directors  arranged  to  have  repres- 
entation at  the  annual  convention  of  the 
Unions  of  Alberta  Municipalities,  where 
the  President  represented  the  Association. 
Several  matters  of  importance  were 
under  consideration  there  and  it  would  be 
advisable  to  continue  ^  these  friendly 
relations  as  there  must  £e  many  matters 
of  importance  to  both  urban  and  rural 
population  on  which  it  will  be  to  the 
advantage  of  all  concerned  to  work  to- 
gether. 

Amendments  to  Railway  Act 

Your  directors  have  worked  to  secure 
amendments  to  the  Railway  Act,  and  with 
a  few  slight  changes  endorsed  certain 
amendments  which  it  was  thought  would 
fill  our  needs  and  which  had  been  drafted 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Railway  Com- 
mission. Unfortunately  these  amend- 
ments have  not  yet  been  embodied  in  the 
Railway  Act,  but  a  copy  of  all  the  corres- 
pondence and  of  the  recommendations 
of  the  board  has  been  forwarded  to  the 


government  during  the  past  few  months 
with  a  request  that  action  be  taken  at  the 
present  session,  and  the  relief  asked  for, 
which  is  admitted  to  be  most  reasonable 
and  just,  granted. 

Your  directors  at  the  request  of  the 
members  residing  in  the  Stettler  district, 
complained  to  the  Railway  Commission 
of  the  lack  of  fencing  and  cattle  guards 
along  the  right  of  way  of  the  Canadian 
Northern  Railway  from  Yegreville  to 
Calgary,  and  as  a  result  of  this  complaint 
an  order  was  passed  by  the  commission 
compelling  the  completion  of  the  work. 

Fireguards 

Your  directors  also  prepared  a  full 
report  on  the  conditions  relating  to  the 
plowing  of  fireguards  by  railway  compan- 
ies and  same  was  presented  to  the  commis- 
sion at  the  sittings  held  in  Calgary. 
This  report  was  prepared  in  answer  to  a 
notice  from  the  Board  of  Railway  com- 
missioners that  the  whole  subject  would 
be  opened  for  consideration  when  the 
Commission  met  in  the  West.  Your 
directors  recommended  that  railway  com- 
panies should  be  prevented  from  cutting 
down  fences  with  outfirst  securing  the 
consent  of  the  owner;  that  all  fences 
should  be  repaired  by  the  company  when 
the  guards  were  completed  and  that  the 
company  should  compensate  the  owner 
of  the  land  for  any  damages  which  might 
be  sustained  as  a  result  of  the  company's 
negligence;  that  the  consent  of  the  owner 
should  be  secured  before  a  fireguard 
could  be  plowed  when  the  lands  were 
enclosed  with  a  fence;  that  the  fireguards 
should  be  seeded  down  by  the  railway 
companies  to  prevent  the  further  growth 
of  noxious  weeds;  that  the  owners  of  the 
land  should  be  paid  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation for  the  use  of  the  land  by  the  rail- 
way company  when  the  ground  was  burnt 
off  between  the  fireguard  and  the  track. 
The  decision  of  the  board  in  this  matter 
has  not  been  made  yet. 

Mr.  Borden's  Visit. 

Your  directors  also  decided  to  meet 
the  Hon.  R.  L.  Borden  on  the  occasion 
of  his  visit  to  Western  Canada  last 
summer,  and  as  a  result  the  views  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta  were  presented 
to  Mr.  Borden  at  many  of  the  points 
where  he  stopped.  Your  directors  met 
Mr.  Borden  at  Red  Deer,  and  there 
presented  him  with  an  address  in  the 
name  of  the  Association.  The  reception 
accorded  was  a  very  favorable  one  and 
every  opportunity  was  given  to  present 
the  views  of  the  farmers. 

Of  the  different  matters  presented,  the 
terminal  elevator  problem  will  probably 
be  solved  at  the  present  session  of  Par- 
liament;   we  are  promised  relief  in  the 
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building  of  the  Hudson  Bay  railway, 
but  no  action  has  been  taken  in  regard 
to  the  Chilled  Meat  industry.  Mr. 
Borden  stated  he  saw  no  reason  why 
efficient  co-operative  legislation  should 
not  be  provided,  but  from  advices  received 
from  the  Minister  of  Justice  during  the 
past  few  days  it  would  appear  that  it  is 
not  .the  intention  of  the  government 
to  introduce  the  needed  legislation  at 
the  present  session. 

Guaranteeing  Bonds 

Your  directors  received  an  enquiry 
during  the  past  year  to  assist  a  private 
company  to  secure  a  guarantee  from  the 
government  for  the  bonds  of  a  proposed 
railway,  but  it  was  decided  that  it  would 
not  be  expedient  for  the  Association  to 
assist  in  any  such  enterprise. 

Minimum  Cars 

Your  directors  decided  to  make  appli- 
cation to  the  railway  commissioners  for  an 
order  for  railway  companies  to  provide 
cars  of  a  minimum  capacity  of  40,000 
pounds  or  of  a  larger  car  with  the  minimum 
rate,  but  an  answer  has  been  received  that 
the  demand  for  these  small  cars  was  very 
small  and  that  on  account  of  the  danger, 
if  a  number  of  them  were  included  in  a 
train  made  up  largely  of  larger  sized  cars, 
no  action  would  be  taken. 

The  Elections 

In  response  to  many  enquiries  received 
from  members  as  to  the  stand  which  should 
be  taken  by  the  Association  at  the  time 
of  the  late  Dominion  elections  it  was 
decided  by  your  Board  to  issue  a  circular 
letter  stating  that  w^hile  section  two  of 
the  constitution  forbade  the  Association 
taking  part  in  political  action,  yet  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  election  was  brought 
about  by  the  direct  issue  raised  by  the 
organized  farmers  of  Canada,  it  should  be 
the  duty  of  the  members  to  support  the 
issue  which  had  been  raised,  further, 
that  the  members  should,  regardless  of 
their  political  aflBliations,  support  the 
candidates  who  would  promise  to  support 
the  questions  which  were  the  main  issue 
of  the  election. 

After  the  elections  your  directors 
prepared  a  memorial  for  presentation  to 
the  new  government  setting  forth  the 
views  of  the  Association  on  the  questions 
of  the  terminal  elevators,  chilled  meat, 
Hudson  Bay  railway  and  railway  amend- 
ments, and  a  very  cordial  reply  was 
received  stating  that  all  these  questions 
would  receive  very  careful  and  serious 
consideration. 

Live  Stock  Regulations 

Your  directors  joined  with  the  other 
bodies  throughout  the  Dominion  in  pro- 


testing against  the  new  live  stock  shipping 
contract  which  had  been  prepared  by 
the  railway  companies. 

This  contract  has  not  become  law  and 
it  is  extremely  unlikely  that  it  will  ever 
be  passed  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the 
railway  companies. 

Freight  Rales 

Your  directors  would  also  submit  for 
your  consideration  the  resolution  adopted 
by  the  western  section  of  the  Canadian 
Council  of  Agriculture,  relating  to  freight 
rates  and  to  car  shortage.  These  matters 
have  already  been  taken  up  for  consider- 
ation but  they  are  questions  of  such  im- 
portance that  it  is  to  the  interest  of  all 
concerned  to  have  speedy  and  effective 
action  taken  in  this  matter. 

Reciprodal  Demurrage 

Your  directors  also  wish  to  bring  for- 
ward for  your  consideration  the  question 
of  reciprocal  demurrage.  This  is  a  matter 
which  has  come  in  for  a  lot  of  discussion 
lately,  and  the  need  of  some  such  law  was 
never  more  apparent  than  during  the  past 
season.  Twenty-four  hours  are  allowed 
in  which  to  load  a  car  and  the  railway 
companies  make  a  demurrage  charge  of 
one  dollar  per  day  for  all  time  used  longer 
than  this  in  loading  the  car,  and  yet 
after  it  is  loaded  and  the  bills  accepted 
by  the  railway  officials  it  is  no  uncommon 
occurrence  for  the  car  to  remain  on  the 
side  track  for  days,  and  in  some  instances 
even  weeks,  before  taking  the  car  on  the 
first  stage  of  the  journey.  Laws  have 
been  passed  in  other  countries  making  it 
compulsory  for  railway  companies  to  move 
the  car  from  its  loading  point  and  start 
same  for  its  destination  within  twenty- 
four  hours  of  the  receipt  of  the  notice  of 
loading,  Sundays  and  holidays  excepted, 
and  for  every  day's  delay  thereafter  the 
railway  companies  must  pay  the  shipper 
the  same  demurrage,  that  is  one  dollar 
per  day.  Then  when  the  car  is  once 
started  on  its  destination  it  must  be 
transported  at  a  rate  of  not  less  than  an 
average  of  fifty  miles  per  day,  and  for 
failure  to  do  so  the  company  must  pay  a 
sum  of  one  dollar  per  day  to  the  shipper, 
and  to  quote  from  a  judgment  rendered 
in  the  Mississippi  courts: — 

"The  purpose  of  these  charges  is  to 
benefit  the  public  at  large.  On  the  one 
hand  the  railway  commission,  in  imposing 
demurrage  charges,  had  in  view  the  pur- 
pose of  requiring  cars  to  be  unloaded  by 
consignees  with  all  reasonable  dispatch 
and  delivered  back  to  the  railroad  com- 
panies that  they  might  go  again  into  the 
traffic  business  to  haul  other  freight  of 
other  consignees,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  object  of  the  railroad  commission 
in  imposing  reciprocal  demurrages  charges 
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was  to  compel  the  railroad  companies, 
conversely  with  the  same  end  in  view, 
to  move  cars,  when  loaded,  with  all  reason- 
able dispatch  to  consignees,  in  order  that 
they  might,  when  unloaded  be  promptly 
returned  to  the  carrying  of  traffic  of  the 
country.  The  purpose  was  to  keep  in 
constant,  rapid  movement  all  the  cars 
railroad  companies  have,  the  country 
over,  in  service  everywhere,  on  their  own 
lines  and  interchangeable  on  other  lines, 
so  that  the  traffic  of  the  country  should 
proceed  expeditiously,  and  the  things 
transported  by  freight  cars  all  over  the 
country  be  promptly  everywhere  delivered. 

"In  twenty  states  reciprocal  demurrage 
measures  are  pending  or  have  been  en- 
acted. Nearly  all  the  organizations  in 
the  country  representing  large  shippers 
have  asked  for  reciprocal  demurrage; 
it  would  correct  many  of  the  serious  de- 
fects from  which  the  country  is  suffering. 
The  law  of  reciprocal  demurrage  is  founded 
in  the  soundest  common  sense  and  in  the 
highest  spirit  of  equity.  If  such  laws  are 
rigorously  enforced  we  will  hear  no  longer 
of  the  freight  congestion  that  has  been  so 
prevalent  throughout  the  last  winter, 
of  thousands  of  empty  cars  standing  un- 
used in  railroad  yards  in  one  section  of 
the  country,  and  the  coal  famines  in  the 
other  for  want  of  cars.  Reasonable 
reciprocal  demurrage  rates  fairly  enacted, 
and  justly  and  impartially  enforced,  will 
result  in  a  quickened  traffic*  the  country 
over,  in  a  just  recognition  on  the  part  of 
the  railway  corporations  of  the  land  of 
which  they  owe  prompt  freight  schedules 
and  an  abundant  supply  of  cars  to  the 
public  at  large,  and  in  an  equally  just 
recognition  on  the  part  of  the  public 
of  their  duty  promptly  to  unload  traffic 
borne  to  them  in  cars,  and  send  such 
empties  back  to  aid  in  further  traffic." 

Pork  Packing  Committee 

Your  directors  would  like  to  draw  your 
attention  to  the  report  of  the  Pork  Packing 
Committee  and  to  commend  to  your  con- 
sideration the  necessity  of  some  definite 
action,  if  any  relief  to  the  present  con- 
ditions is  to  be  obtained. 

Other  Work 

Your  directors  wish  to  again  remind 
you  of  the  many  questions  which  came 
up  for  consideration  and  action  during 
the  year  and  to  the  fact  that  these  various 
matters  are  not  overlooked,  but  that 
steady  progress  is  being  made  on  all  of 
them  and  in  a  large  number  of  cases 
relief  is  in  sight.  The  need  of  the  Associa- 
tion was  never  more  apparent  than  at  the 
present  time  and  we  would  appeal  for 
your  whole  hearted  and  united  support 
in  making  the  work  of  the  Association 
even  more  successful  and  profitable  in 


the  future.  With  the  co-operation  and 
education  as  the  watchword  before  us 
we  should  be  able  to  make  great  strides, 
but  as  the  strength  of  a  chain  is  gauged 
by  its  weakest  link  so  will  the  strength 
of  our  Association  be  estimated  by  the 
unity  and  interest  of  the  members. 

Your  directors  wish  to  thank  all  who 
have  so  kindly  assisted  in  the  work 
during  the  past  year,  and  commend  to  you 
the  many  important  questions  which  wall 
be  submitted  for  your  consideration  and 
bespeak  for  your  incoming  Board,  the 
interest  and  support  of  all  members 
during  the  year  1912. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

The  following  report  was  made  by 
the  secretary,  E.  J.  Fream: 

Gentlemen: — At  the  last  annual  con- 
vention it  was  decided  to  open  up  a 
permanent  central  office,  where  the 
work  of  the  association  could  be  more 
effectively  carried  on  and  the  questions 
in  which  the  members  are  interested 
receive  more  prompt  attention  than  was 
the  case  where  only  part  of  the  time 
was  used  in  attending  to  the  business. 
At  the  directors'  meeting  at  the  close 
of  the  annual  convention,  I  was  offered 
the  position  of  permanent  secretary  and 
chief  organizer,  and  for  the  confidence 
displayed  in  me  at  that  time,  I  thank 
you  most  sincerely.  That  there  is  a 
better  chance  to  do  good  when  one  is 
wholly  occupied  with  the  same  thing, 
necessitating  the  same  line  of  thought, 
is  admitted,  and  I  trust  that  the  results 
which  have  been  achieved  are  sufficient 
to  warrant  the  members  in  being  satis- 
fied with  the  decision  arrived  at  to 
place  the  work  on  a  permanent  basis. 

Owing  to  the  need  of  closing  out  my 
private  work  and  to  move  the  office 
from  Innisfail  to  Calgary,  some  two 
months  were  lost  before  the  permanent 
office  was  safely  established  at  its 
home;  but  once  installed,  the  staff  lost 
no  opportunity  to  press  forward  the 
many  matters  in  which  we,  as  an  as- 
sociation, were  interested,  and  right 
from  the  start  the  main  idea  has  been 
to  so  spread  the  work  that  the  im- 
portance of  the  association  would  al- 
ways be  before  the  public. 

100   New  Unions 

Occupying,  as  I  do,  the  position  of 
organizer  and  secretary,  my  report 
must  necessarily  be  made  in  two  sec- 
tions, organization  and  secretarial, 
and  dealing  with  the  organization  first, 
I  would  respectfully  report  that  in 
spite  of  one  of  the  most  backward  and 


peculiar  seasons  we  have  ever  experi- 
enced, the  association  has  grown  rapid- 
ly, over  one  hundred  new  unions  being 
organized  during  the  past  year. 

It  is  true  that  some  of  the  older  ones 
have  dropped  out,  mainly  through  lack 
of  interest  or  through  discouragement 
caused  by  the  backward  season,  but 
in  all  these  parts  it  will  be  an  easy 
matter  to  get  the  members  going  again 
at  an  early  date,  once  conditions  are 
such  as  to  warrant  a  move  being  made 
and  this  will,  if  possible,  be  attended 
to  at  an  early  date.  The  organization 
work  was  greatly  handicapped,  as  usual, 
by  the  lack  of  funds.  During  the  early 
part  of  the  year  the  reports,  with  mem- 
bership fees,  came  in  readily  and  there 
was  always  enough  for  current  needs 
on  hand,  but  when  the  bad  season 
became  apparent,  the  returns  rapidly 
fell  off,  and  for  some  time  it  was  on 
that  account  practically  impossible  to 
do  anything.  It  is  hoped  that  this  con- 
dition will  not  occur  in  the  future,  but 
rather  that,  instead  of  being  bunched 
up  at  a  late  date,  the  returns  will  come 
in  steadily  and  the  necessary  am- 
munition will  always  be  forthcoming. 
If  the  locals  would  realize  the  im- 
portance of  promptness  in  this  matter, 
and  the  need  of  assistance  being 
promptly  given  when  asked  for,  the 
result  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  all. 

Local  Co-operation  Imperative 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  we 
have  to  contend  with  is  that  of  secur- 
ing the  co-operation  of  individuals  in 
the  different  districts,  so  that  we  can 
be  assured  of  at  least  a  fair  audience 
on  our  arrival  in  the  district.  This 
too  often  is  missing  and  the  result  is 
that  the  trip  results  in  nothing  being 
accomplished.  One  case  in  point,  which 
will  serve  as  an  illustration  in  this 
connection,  can  be  cited.  At  the  re- 
quest of  some  farmers  in  one  district, 
arrangements  were  made  for  an  or- 
ganization meeting  at  a  certain  date, 
and  the  correspondent  at  that  point 
was  provided  with  posters,  circulars 
and  other  supplies  so  that  the  farmers 
might  become  interested  previous  to  the 
meeting.  On  the  arrival  of  the  or- 
ganizer, he  found  to  his  surprise  that 
no  arrangements  had  been  made,  that 
the  supplies  had  not  been  distributed, 
the  poster  had  not  been  put  up,  or  any- 
thing else  done;  in  fact,  that  the  man 
who  had  promised  to  look  after  the 
arrangements,  and  who  had  himself 
chosen  the  date  as  the  most  suitable 
for  the  meeting,  had  gone  off  on  a 
trip  somewhere  and  calmly  neglected 
the  whole  thing'.  This  may  be  stated 
by  some  to  be  an  extreme  case.    In  a 


way  it  is,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  a 
thing  that  has  occurred  more  than  once 
during  the  past  year,  and  it  shows  that 
the  need  for  co-operation  is  very  ap- 
I)arent  if  we  are  to  accomplish  anything. 

Growing  Throughout  the  Province 

The  growth  of  the  association  has 
been  steady  during  the  past  year  and 
all  parts  of  the  province  have  been 
heard  from.  In  fact  we  can  now  state 
that  we  have  membership  in  the  Grand 
Prairie  country,  in  townsnip  72,  range 
10,  west  of  the  sixth  meridian,  115 
miles  north  and  240  miles  west  of  Ed- 
monton, on  the'  north  to  Milk  Kiver, 
just  a  few  miles  north  of  the  American 
boundary  on  the  south.  In  fact  in 
that  extreme  north  country  there  are  at 
least  100  members,  all  interested  in  our 
work  and  waiting  until  transportation 
conditions  are  improved  so  that  they 
can  get  more  closely  in  touch  with  the 
members  who,  at  the  present  time,  are 
more  fortunately  situated.  There  has 
been  a  good  growth  in  the  south-eastern 
part  of  the  province  and  again  es- 
pecially in  the  country  between  the 
main  line  of  the  C.P.R.  and  Stettler. 
Lack  of  transportation  has  been  the 
means  of  handicapping  the  work  in  this 
direction,  although  probabiy  on  that  ac- 
count the  unions  are  more  firmly  organ- 
ized, for  it  is  generally  admitted  that 
when  men  aire  interested  enough  to  be- 
come missionaries  themselves,  the  work 
will  be  more  effective  and  far  reaching 
than  when  someone  goes  into  a  district 
and  creates  a  spirit  of  false  enthusiasm. 

At  the  last  convention  it  was  decided 
to  try  a  plan  of  district  organizations, 
and  while  four  districts  were  thus  or- 
ganized, this  part  of  the  work  reqaires 
more  attention  and  thought  in  the  future 
as  the  proper  keynote  was  not  struck 
in  this  work  last  year.  Probably  if 
the  proposed  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tution, providing  for  the  establishment 
of  district  associations,  meets  with  your 
approval,  it  will  then  be  possible  to 
arrange  for  a  better  plan  of  organ- 
ization. It  must  not  be  forgotten, 
however,  that  when  the  work  was 
undertaken  all  were  in  the  dark  as  to 
the  best  method  of  procedure,  and  as 
Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day,  so  it  was 
impossible  to  prepare  a  scheme  which 
could  be  worked  out,  without  leaving 
any  weak  points,  upon  a  moment's 
notice. 

District  Meetings 

Reporting  upon  the  organization  work 
undertaken,  I  would  say  that  one  of 
the  first  meetings  attended  was  at 
Airdrie,  while  visits  to  Penhold  and 
Rawdonville  quickly  followed.  Several 
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other  points  were  visited  and  at  every 
j)]ace  it  was  a  pleasure  to  see  the  en- 
thusiasm and  the  interest  in  the  U.F.A. 
which  was  displayed.  The  first  district 
meeting  was  held  at  Stettler,  where 
delegates  from  a  large  portion  of  that 
district  were  in  attendance.  There  a 
strong  committee  was  appointed,  with 
representatives  from  all  over  the  dis- 
trict upon  same,  and  the  members  of 
this  committee  have  undertaken  and 
accomplished  a  lot  of  good  work  during 
the  year.  In  fact  it  can  safely  be  said 
that  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Adair 
at  the  last  convention  has  been  veri- 
fied. Mr.  Adair  was  appointed  chair- 
man of  this  commiteee  and  put  in  a 
lot  of  his  time  last  spring  in  under- 
taking this  work,  and  it  is  with  regret 
that  we  hear  he  is  now  residing  in 
Florida,  as  one  of  the  most  active  mem- 
bers of  the  U.F.A.  has,  by  his  departure, 
been  lost  to  us  for  a  time  at  least. 

The  next  meeting  was  at  MacLeod, 
where  representatives  from  as  far  west 
as  Cowley  and  north  to  Aldersyde  were 
in  attendance.  Here,  also,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  carry  on  the  work, 
and  as  a  result,  arrangements  have  now 
been  completed  for  a  complete  trip 
through  the  Stavely  country  by  Mr. 
Miller  as  the  start  of  the  1912  organiza- 
tion work.  A  district  meeting  was  held 
at  Lloydminster,  at  which  Mr.  Austin 
was  in  attendance,  while  the  unions  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Edmonton  organ- 
ized a  district  association,  elected 
officers  and  has  been  doing  a  great  deal 
of  useful  work. 

Several  other  trips  were  undertaken 
by  me  during  the  year,  including  a  week 
in  the  Strathcona  country,  and  I  wish 
to  thank  all  for  the  cordial  greetings 
extended  at  every  place  visited.  To 
those  whose  invitations  could  not  be 
accepted,  I  would  say  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  one  man  to  cover  the  whole 
province,  as  if  he  did  so  he  would  be 
on  the  road  the.  whole  time  and  the 
office  work  could  never  be  attended  to; 
but  during  1911  quite  a  lot  of  time  was 
spent  visiting  the  unions  and  explain- 
ing what  had  been  undertaken,  and  if 
all  goes  well,  it  is  hoped  that  matters 
are  now  so  arranged  that  possibly  even 
more  time  can  be  given  to  this  most 
important  branch  of  the  work  during 
the  year  1912. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  pass  over 
this  part  of  the  work  without  thanking 
those  officers  and  members  who  have 
assisted  with  the  organization  work 
during  the  past  year,  notably  Mr.  Tre- 
gillus,  who  has  undertaken  several  ex- 
tended trips  on  behalf  of  the  organiza- 
tion. Mr.  Warner  and  Mr.  Speakman 
have  also  been  ready  to  lend  a  hand. 


while  Mr.  Austin  has  always  been  ac- 
tive when  required.  Members  who  have 
been  active  include  Mr.  Guy  W.  John- 
son, who  took  charge  of  the  Provost 
district  and  organized  several  new 
locals;  Mr.  I.  F.  Eowland,  of  Warner; 
Mr.  W.  S.  Henry,  of  Bow  Island;  Mr. 
R.  D.  Barre,  of  Lac  St.  Vincent;  Mr. 
Geo.  Bevington,  of  Spruce  Grove;  Mr. 
R.  Sheppard,  of  Strathcona,  and  many 
others  who,  when  asked,  have  under- 
taken the  work  more  than  once  at  great 
inconvenience  to  themselves,  and  much 
of  the  growth  during  the  past  year  has 
been  through  the  active  co-operation  of 
disinterested  and  enthusiastic  members. 

A  great  deal  of  work  has  also  been 
done  by  a  follow-up  system  from  the 
office,  and  by  this  means  it  has  been 
possible  to  get  information  into  many 
districts  where  the  U.F.A.  was  hitherto 
unknown.  Many  friends  have  sent  in 
the  names  of  men  who  might  be  in- 
terested and  all  these  have  been  sup- 
plied with  literature  relating  to  the 
association,  and  after  an  interval  have 
been  written  to  again.  As  a  result, 
plans  are  now  under  way  for  the  or- 
ganization of  several  local  unions  in  the 
near  future  in  districts  where  the  first 
word  received  was  by  means  of  a  letter 
giving  the  name  of  some  interested 
person.  This  follow-up  system  can  be 
improved  and  a  great  amount  of  good 
work  c^an  be  done.  I  can  assure  you, 
gentlemen,  that  if  you  will  supply  the 
central  office  with  the  names  of  people 
who  would  probably  be  interested,  the 
rest  will  be  attended  to  and  no  effort 
lost  to  spread  the  growth  of  the  associ- 
ation by  that  means. 

Future  Plans 

As  to  the  future,  after  a  careful 
study  of  the  whole  situation  I  believe 
that  the  first  step  that  should  be  made 
is  to  arrange  for  a  tour,  which,  before 
completed  will  mean  that  practically 
every  union  already  in  existence  will 
be  visited,  the  dormant  ones  revived 
and  the  active  ones  made  more  active, 
and  all  made  to  realize  the  importance 
of  the  local  members  reaching  out  to 
the  furthest  corners  so  that  the  whole 
province  will  be  organized.  If  this  can 
be  done,  if  we  can  get  an  active  mem- 
bership list  of  at  least  50,000,  all  work- 
ing together,  and  all  remembering  tha-t 
the  U.F.A.  is  a  big  factor  in  the  general 
field  today,  the  result  will  be  of  great 
importance,  not  only  in  Alberta,  but  in 
other  countries  as  well.  In  the  matter 
of  membership,  one  of  the  problems  we 
have  to  contend  with  is  that  of  the 
annual  returns.  Of  course,  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  this  is  an  exceptionally  bad 
year  and  on  that  account  many  of  our 
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members  are  not  able  to  make  their 
payments  promptly.  The  result  is,  how- 
ever, that  the  financial  returns  are  not 
as  large  as  they  should  be,  and  we 
cannot  definitely  arrive  at  the  full  mem- 
bership. Many  look  at  the  balance 
sheet,  multiply  the  membership  fees 
received  by  two,  and  say  that  comprises 
our  total  membership,  while  such  is 
really  not  the  case,  as  can  be  shown  by 
quoting  from  some  of  the  letters  re- 
ceived lately. 

One  letter  reads:  '"We  really  have 
over  100  members  on  our  roll,  all  active, 
but  so  far  have  collected  only  from  35. 
•The  balance  have  not  yet  paid  up." 

Another  letter  reads:  ''This  remit- 
tance gives  us  a  paid-up  membership  of 
134.  We  have  a  total  membership  of 
240,  but  owing  to  so  many  not  having 
threshed  and  the  shortage  of  cars,  the 
dues  have  not  come  in  as  well  as  we 
could  have  wished." 

Another  letter  reads:  "We  have  45 
members  but  are  reporting  on  only  27." 

Another  letter  reads:  "We  have  75 
members  upon  tiie  roll,  but  only  36 
have  paid  up  to  date." 

These  are  quotations  from  a  few  of 
such  letters  to  hand  during  the  past 
few  days  and  are  given  as  a  proof  of 
the  fact  that  our  membership,  if  it  was 
possible  to  get  full  eturns,  is  far  larger 
than  is  generally  estimated .  After 
studying  the  question  carefully  I  fail 
to  see  any  harm  in  this,  provided  that 
the  fees,  when  collected,  are  remitted 
to  the  central,  at  least  the  portion  due 
the  association,  and  it  probably  means 
that  by  keeping  these  men  on  the  lists 
their  interest  is  :  etained  and  the  result 
is  that  when  conditions  improve  they 
will  once  more  be  ready  to  actively 
help  in  the  work,  while  it  may  be  that 
with  the  six  months'  clause  regarding 
arrears,  many  who  have  not  yet  paid 
their  dues  think  they  still  have  time 
in  which  to  do  so. 

Organization  Districts 

What  is  required  for  the  future  is  the 
mapping  out  of  the  whole  province  into 
districts  for  organization  purposes  only, 
say  following  the  lines  of  railway  for 
the  time  being,  and  the  appointment  of 
a  good  live  man  m  each  of  these  dis- 
tricts to  take  charge  of  the  work,  act 
as  chairman  for  a  meeting  of  repre- 
sentatives from  the  locals  organized, 
find  out  the  men  in  the  organized  places 
who  would  assist,  and  so  complete  the 
chain  that  on  the  first  round  every  point 
could  be  covered  and  a  local  organized. 
For  instance,  take  the  country  from 
Calgary  to  Red  Deer  as  a  district.  There 
are  nine  lailway  points  which  could 
be  visited,  and  if  the  meeting  was  not 


held  right  in  the  town,  then  it  would 
still  be  possible  to  arrange  for  a  meet- 
ing at  some  nearby  schoolhouse  or  hall, 
where  the  farmers  could  meet,  hear 
what  the  organizer  had  to  say,  effect  a 
local  or  improve  the  one  already  in 
existence,  and  then  by  means  of  an 
active  committee,  probably  of  only  one 
man,  arrange  for  further  visits  to  out- 
lying parts  where  the  work  could  be 
carried  on.  In  the  same  way  take  from 
Lacombe  to  Coronation,  from  Langdon 
to  Acme,  from  Macleod  to  High  River, 
from  Lethbridge  to  Iron  Springs;  thus 
some  good  work  could  be  done,  and 
while  it  would  not  necessarily  mean 
that  the  work  was  completed,  still 
there  woula  be  a  great  forward  step  and 
the  local  machinery  necessary  for  the 
successful  carrying  on  of  the  associ- 
ation, for  calling  together  the  locals 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  district  as- 
sociations, having  clearly  defined  bound- 
aries, could  easily  be  brought  into 
existence.  It  was  proposed  to  start  on 
lines  such  as  these  a  few  months  ago, 
but  on  account  of  the  backwardness  of 
the  season,  the  lateness  of  harvesting 
and  threshing  operations,  which  was 
handicapping  every  district,  and  the 
numerous  requests  received  to  delay 
work  until  a  later  day,  it  was  decided 
to  postpone  operations  until  some  time 
this  year.  If  this  plan  is  agreeable, 
then  I  would  propose  to  divide  the  dis- 
tricts for  the  first  trip  as  follows: 

1,  from  Lloydminster  to  Ranfurly; 
2,  Ranfurly  to  Edmonton;  3,  Edmonton 
to  Morinville;  4,  Vermilion  to  Stettler; 

5,  Stettler  to  Munson. 

On  the  G.T.P.:— 1,  Chauvin  to  Bruce; 
2,  Bruce  to  Edmonton;  3,  Edmonton  to 
Entwistle;  4,  Entwistle  to  Edson;  5, 
Tofield  to  Mirror;  6,  Mirror  to  Rawdon- 
ville,  as  soon  as  line  is  completed. 

C.P.R.  lines: — 1,  Hayton  to  Sedge- 
wick;  2,  Sedgewick  to  Wetaskiwin;  3, 
Strathcona  to  Red  Deer;  4,  Lacombe  to 
Coronation;   5,  Red  Deer  to  Calgary: 

6,  Langdon   to   Acme   and  Standard; 

7,  Walsh  to  Brooks;  8,  Brooks  to  Lang- 
don; 9,  Langdon  to  Cochrane;  10, 
Calgary  to  Cayley;  11,  Cayley  to  Mac- 
leod; 12,  Aldersyde  to  Kipp;  13,  Dun- 
more  Junction  to  Taber;  14,  Taber  to 
Macleod;  15,  Macleod  to  Cowley;  16, 
Lethbridge  to  Coutts;  17,  Sterling  to 
Cardston. 

This  maps  out  the  province  according 
to  railways,  and  if  it  was  possible  to 
secure  one  or  two  good  active  men  in 
each  district,  then  it  would  be  an  easy 
matter  to  arrange  the  tours  so  that  the 
whole  province  would  be  covered  at  an 
early  date.  This  suggestion  is  sub- 
mitted to  you  and  is  meant  only  to 
cover  the  railway  lines. 
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The  Country  Districts 

It  is  known  that  we  must  get  out  into 
the  country  away  from  the  railway, 
where  we  are  strong  and  where  the  work 
is  badly  needed,  but  the  same  plan  sug- 
gested for  the  railway  lines  can  also 
be  worked  at  the  other  points.  The 
above  may  seem  a  big  program,  but  it 
is  part  of  the  work  we  must  do  if  we 
are  going  to  cover  the  whole  prairie 
and  live  up  to  our  name  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta.  The  n<ied  of  or- 
ganization is  apparent  and  it  is  possible 
that  if  active  committees  will  take  up 
the  preliminary  work  with  the  central 
office  as  a  pivot  on  which  the  whole 
movement  will  turn,  the  result  will  be  a 
strong  fighting  force,  fighting  for  the 
true  democracy,  for  co-operation  and  the 
improvement  of  conditions  generally. 

Local  Organizations 

Then  as  to  the  locals.  At  present  a 
large  amount  of  time  and  effort  is 
wasted  for  want  of  concentration,  and 
the  work  is  too  often  left  to  one  or  two, 
with  the  result  that  if  these  get  dis- 
couraged the  work  will  cease.  The  plan 
has  been  suggested  of  limiting  areas 
from  which  each  local  shall  draw.  If 
the  whole  province  was  divided  into 
school  dictricts  and  the  schoolhouses 
centrally  located  in  every  instance,  this 
might  be  possible,  but  at  the  same  time 
if  some  plan  could  be  devised  v/hereby 
the  central  office  could,  by  a  series  of 
maps,  know  just  what  part  of  the 
country  was  organized,  where  the  mem- 
bers are  located  in  the  organized  dis- 
tricts, the  locals  which  have  only  a  few 
members  while  all  around  them  there 
are  many  farmers  who  know  nothing 
about  the  work,  the  ones  which  could 
be  depended  upon  to  carry  c  i  effective 
work  and  the  ones  which  required  as- 
sistance, it  would  be  of  advantage  to 
all. 

The  plan  of  campaign  sh  aid  be  for 
the  members'  of  every  local  to  enlarge 
their  membership  so  that  every  active 
and  retired  farmer  resident  within  the 
district  will  become  a  member.  It  might 
be  as  well  for  the  locals  to  appoint 
committees  to  take  up  this  work  and 
these  committees  in  some  systematic 
manner  to  invite  those  not  at  present 
members  to  join.  The  local  meetings 
should  be  of  a  social  charactv^r  and  non- 
members  should  always  be  made  wel- 
come with  the  end  in  view  that  at  least 
they  would  become  interested  and  hand 
in  their  applications  and  at  the  same 
time,  by  keeping  to  the  front  the  social 
end,  in  fact  combining  it  with  business, 
there  will  be  better  attendances  at  the 
meetings,  more  interest  taken,  and  the 
object  all  should  be  striving  for — that 


of  improving  conditions  generally — - 
attained. 

Another  point  which  has  always  been 
a  contentious  one  is  the  place  of  meet- 
ing. Too  many  strive  to  hold  the  meet- 
ings in  the  town  halls  when  probably 
better  service  would  result  by  taking 
same  out  to  the  country  schoolhouse. 

Missionary  Enterprise 

Then,  when  the  local  is  fully  organ- 
ized, after  what  might  be  termed  a 
vigorous  internal  organization  work,  the 
local  members  should  try  to  undertake 
the  task  of  holding  meetings  outside 
their  own  area,  or  sphere  of  influence, 
and  get  other  locals  started.  To  assist 
in  this,  it  would  be  as  well  to  have 
circulars  prepared  by  the  central,  show- 
ing how  the  farmers  can  organize,  the 
immediate  and  Ultimate  objects  to  be 
attained  by  organization  so  that  these 
districts  may  realize  from  the  start 
the  importance  of  the  part  each  little 
group  must  undertake  in  making  suc- 
cessful a  concentrated  and  widespread 
movement.  Then,  with  the  assistance 
of  a  wide-awake  central  office,  acting 
as  general  information  bureau  and  se- 
curing the  necessary  datfc,  for  making 
our  organization  the  livest  and  most 
important  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
and  on  the  American  continent,  with 
a  large,  loyal  and  intelligent  member- 
ship, we  shall  be  in  the  position  of 
having  our  income  on  a  more  per- 
manent basis  and  better  efficiency 
throughout  can  be  maintained. 

Looking  backward  over  our  work,  it 
would  appear  as  though  to  a  large 
extent  we  have  been  travelling  in  a 
circle  and  the  end  of  each  year  has 
found  us  at  the  same  place  we  were 
twelve  months  previous.  This  is  prob- 
ably due  to  the  fact  that  we  have  been 
in  the  position  that  we  could  not  de- 
mand what  was  ours  by  right,  that 
there  was  a  danger  of  hurting  some 
person's  feelings  and  therefore  a  cer- 
tain subject  must  be  treated  lightly  or 
passed  over  altogether,  and  therefore 
nothing  was  done. 

If  we  are  going  to  accomplish  the 
work  which  naturally  belongs  to  us,  to 
live  up  to  our  destiny,  we  must  strike 
out  a  straight  lone  furrow,  set  our 
mark  ahead  of  us  and,  no  matter  what 
may  be  the  obstacles  in  our  way,  re- 
move them  or  go  over  them  in  order 
that  we  may  reach  our  end.  To  do 
this,  we  must  have  the  strong,  united 
loyalty  of  the  farmers  of  Alberta,  and 
to  secure  this  loyalty,  thereby  giving 
us  the  opportunity  to  build  up  on  the 
more  economic  and  social  questions  in 
which  we  are  interested,  we  must  first 
of  all  be  in  the  position  that  we  can 
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appeal  to  the  pocket  book.  In  other 
words,  where  we  can  show  that  not  only 
in  an  indirect  manner,  but  also  directly, 
we  are  the  means  of  saving  many 
dollars  into  the  pockets  of  the  farmers, 
then  we  shall  be  in  the  position  to 
hold  the  attention  of  these  men,  to 
secure  their  co-operation  and  the  value 
of  their  opinion  in  the  other  questions 
in  which  we  are  interested. 

On  Co-operative  Principles 

To  my  mind,  this  interest  will  be 
gained  by  the  one  straight  principle 
of  co-operation.  We  would  be  united 
together  in  the  true  spirit  of  co- 
operation, that  co-operation  which  has 
*'no  selfishness  in  its  soul,  no  bitterness 
in  its  heart,  no  wheels  in  its  head." 
One  of  the  objects  of  our  association 
is  that  of  studying  and  teaching  the 
principles  of  co-operation  and  pro- 
moting the  establishment  of  co-opera- 
tive societies,  and  if  we  work  along 
these  lines,  assisting  each  other  where- 
ever  possible,  we  shall  stimulate  the 
feeling  of  loyalty  and  of  pride  in  our 
association  so  that  when  the  time  comes 
for  the  test  we  shall  find  everyone 
ready  and  not,  as  many  are  today, 
begrudging  the  little  time  and  money 
they  have  put  into  the  association. 

As  it  is  known  that  the  consumer 
pays  the  bills  and  as  we  are  the  great 
consuming  class  of  this  province,  we 
should  remember  that  competition  on 
the  one  hand,  with  its  tremendous  waste, 
and  selfish  co-operation  (trusts,  com- 
bines and  other  such  interests)  on  the 
other,  we  are  the  ones  who  are  paying 
the  enormous  profits  and  who  are  found 
on  the  wrong  end  of  the  deal  at  every 
turn,  we  should  know  that  this  unequal 
condition  of  affairs  can  be  fought  by 
working  along  the  true  co-operative 
lines,  and,  in  the  words  of  John  Graham 
Books,  ' '  our  work  is  solely  a  fight  to 
democratize  the  great  forces  amidst 
which  we  live;  we  have  democratized 
a  good  deal  of  our  education,  of  our 
religion  and  a  portion  of  our  laws  and 
the  supreme  task  is  now  to  democratize 
economic  privileges  and  power.  It  will 
test  us  as  by  fire. ' ' 

Co-operation  is  bound  to  make  head- 
way and  we  should  be  from  the  first 
identified  in  the  movement.  It  is  the 
only  possible  alternative  to  the  trusts, 
and  with  the  intelligent  activity  on 
the  part  of  the  farmers,  will  eventually 
be  found  to  be  the  substitute,  gradually 
taking  the  place  of  capitalistic  ex- 
ploitation, for  a  democracy  will  not 
permanently  tolerate  the  ever  growing 
tendency  of  trusts  to  dominate  trade 
and  commerce  in  the  interests  of  the 
few. 


The  farmers  finance,  by  personal  or 
borrowed  capital,  their  own  labor  and 
market  its  produce;  but  at  present,  in 
spite  of  having  to  produce  the  capital, 
they  are  in  such  a  position  that  no 
matter  whether  they  are  buying  or 
selling,  they  are  at  the  mercy  of  the 
capitalistic  interests. 

In  every  agricultural  trading  centre 
in  Alberta  might  be  gradually  worked 
a  co-operative  institution  which  would 
not  only  organize  the  farmers'  demand 
for  merchandise,  but  also  the  sale  of 
his  products  by  placing  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  consumer  direct,  through  his  own 
distributive  societies,  and  a  body  such 
as  the  United  Earmers  of  Alberta  should 
be  the  medium  through  which  this  is 
accomplished.  Work  such  as  this  would, 
to  a  large  extent,  replace  the  suspicion 
of  each  other's  motives,  now  so  often 
apparent,  by  fraternal  confidence  in 
each  other's  integrity  and  good  inten- 
tions. It  would  give  the  farmers  better 
opportunities  for  acquiring  personal  ex- 
perience in  the  transaction  of  business 
and  treatment  of  public  questions,  there- 
by providing  for  the  service  of  the  state* 
a  body  of  men  truly  democratic  in  their 
habits  of  mind,  fraternal  in  their  social 
ambitions  and  intellectually  equipped 
for  the  development  by  pure,  good  and 
progressive  methods  of  government  of 
this  great  country  of  ours  so  fraught 
with  opportunities  for  the  advantage 
and  happiness  of  mankind,  and  at  the 
same  time  would  make  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  that  which  we  are 
striving  for — the  greatest  factor  for 
good  in  the  West. 

Several  organization  suggestions  were 
made  during  the  past  year,  among  them 
being  that  of  providing  a  U.F.A.  calen- 
dar. This  was  submitted  to  the  mem- 
bers and  at  first  met  with  a  very  favor- 
able reception.  However,  the  number 
of  preliminary  orders  which  came  in  was 
so  small  and  the  estimated  cost  was  such 
that  it  did  not  seem  wise  to  tie  up  the 
money  in  securing  these  calendars,  when 
a  large  number  might  be  left  on  our 
hands,  especially  after  the  bad  harvest, 
and  for  this  reason  the  scheme  was 
dropped.  These  are  some  of  the  thoughts 
which  the  work  of  organization  has 
brought  forward  during  -  the  past  few 
months,  and  they  are  presented  to  you 
as  they  have  occur  ed  to  me.  In  any 
event,  the  need  of  further  work  is  ap- 
parent and  we  will  hope  that  the  next 
convention  will  show  such  a  change  in 
conditions,  such  an  increase  in  enthusi- 
asm of  our  members  and  in  membership, 
that  the  work  which  has  been  under- 
taken, the  feeling  around  for  the  right 
road  to  travel  on,  will  not  have  been  in 
vain. 


20 


Secretarial  Work 

In  dealing  with  the  work  of  the 
secretary's  office,  it  is  only  natural  that 
some  statistics  should  be  given,  which 
will  tend  to  show  how  the  work  has  in- 
creased. In  the  matter  of  circular  let- 
ters, the  number  issued  during  the  past 
year  was  seventeen  as  compared  with 
fourteen  in  1910,  and  besides  this  there 
were  six  bulletins  dealing  with  estray 
animals  and  other  information  of  use  to 
the  members.  The  Grain  Growers'  Guide 
also  sent  out  one  circular  direct  from 
their  office  on  behalf  of  the  general 
office,  and  several  circulars  to  different 
groups  of  unions  were  also  sent  out. 
The  total  number  of  circulars  sent  out 
was  not  less  than  7,000  and  besides 
this  there  were,  in  round  figures, 
approximately  6,500  letters  and  600 
parcels.  To  shovv^  further  how  the  work 
has  increased,  the  postage  account  for 
1911  is  over  $450,  while  in  1910  it  was 
$218.56,  thereby  showing  conclusively 
that  the  work  has  doubled.  The  office 
staff  have  tried  in  every  manner  to 
attend  to  all  correspondence  promptly 
and  to  answer  all  enquiries,  and  have 
tried  to  impress  upon  the  members  that 
the  cent^-al  office  belongs  to  them,  to 
take  up  any  matters  of  interest  to  them, 
to  assist  in  settling  claims  and  disputes 
as  far  as  the  moral  support  of  the  office 
is  concerned,  and  generally  to  act  as  an 
information  bureau  for  the  benefit  of 
the  members. 

Gathering  Information 

To  illustrate  this  it  is  necessary  to 
refer  to  two  of  the  circulars  sent  out 
during  the  year,  one  dealing  with  the 
question  of  municipalities  and  the  other 
with  the  elevator  question.  That  this 
kind  of  work  must  be  beneficial,  will, 
I  think,  be  admitted  by  all,  and  with  a 
view  to  further  increasing  same,  I  might 
state  that  I  have  lately  acquired  copies 
of  all  the  legislation  dealing  with  state 
loans,  fire  insurance,  life  insurance  and 
banking  passed  by  the  Dominion  of  New 
Zealand,  also  the  co-operative  laws 
adopted  in  Wisconsin,  while  in  the 
matter  of  co-operation,  every  effort 
is  being  made  to  secure  all  the  literature 
available  on  this  important  subject  so 
that  same  will  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
members.  The  establishment  of  a  per- 
manent office  has  made  this  kind  of 
work  possible  and  further  means  that 
it  can  be  followed  up  to  a  successful 
conclusion  far  more  readily  than  was  the 
case  where  only  a  part  of  the  time  was 
devoted  to  the  work  of  the  association. 

Taking  up  the  questions  dealt  with  at 
the  convention  first,  the  estray  animals 
bureau  was  opened  up,  and  from  the 
many  letters  of  appreciation  received 


from  individual  members  and  from 
unions,  this  branch  of  the  work  is  popu- 
lar. It  will  be  noticed  that  the  bulletin 
has  been  altered  some  with  the  last 
issue,  the  object  being  to  make  same 
even  more  valuable  to  the  members,  by 
sending  out  information  which  can  be 
generally  recognized  as  useful. 

The  matter  of  Direct  Legislation  re- 
ferred to  the  secretary's  office  by  the 
convention  has  been  dealt  with  in  a 
separate  report. 

The  executive  committee  appointed 
the  secretary  to  get  into  communica- 
tion with  the  organized  workers  of  the 
province  to  ascertain  if  there  was  a 
neutral  ground  on  which  to  work  out 
our  common  interest.  This  matter  was 
taken  up  early  in  the  year,  but  at  that 
time  without  result;  but  it  was  decided 
to  try  again  in  the  fall,  with  the  result 
that  this  time  a  favorable  answer  was 
received,  and  on  January  11  last  the 
preliminary  meeting  with  the  executive 
of  trade  and  labor  council  was  held. 
It  is  hoped  that  a  full  report  of  this 
part  of  the  work  may  be  made  public 
at  an  early  date. 

The  instructions  regarding  publish- 
ing the  list  of  secretaries  was  carried 
out,  same  appearing  in  the  columns  of 
The  Guide  during  the  month  of  May. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  keep  the 
Alberta  section  of  The  Guide  interest- 
ing, and  I  wish  to  thank  the  many 
members  who  have  assisted  me  to  this 
end.  Some  fault  has  been  found  at 
times,  owing  to  the  non-appearance  of 
news  items  from  some  of  the  unions. 
All  matter  sent  in  to  this  office  has  been 
made  up  and  sent  in  to  Winnipeg  for 
publication.  It  must  not  be  forgotten, 
however,  that  it  is  a  hard  matter  to 
keep  to  the  space  allotted  each  week, 
and  therefore,  if  a  large  amount  is 
sent  in  for  publication,  some  of  it  must 
necessarily  be  kept  over  for  a  week  or 
more  before  it  can  appear.  Recognizing 
that  this  page  belongs  to  the  unions,  the 
effort  has  been  made  to  have  as  much 
news  as  possible  relating  to  the  unions 
appear  therein,  and  it  is  only  when 
some  item  of  special  interest  came  for- 
ward that  the  union  news  was  pushed 
to  one  side  to  make  room  for  it. 

World-Wide  Interest 

Many  enquiries  have  been  received 
during  the  past  year  from  Ontario, 
from  England,  from  Australia  and  from 
the  United  States  as  to  the  organization 
of  the  association,  the  work  it  was 
doing  and  the  method  adopted  for  deal- 
ing with  the  different  public  questions 
on  matters  of  interest  to  the  farmers. 
As  far  as  possible,  this  information  has 
been  given  to  the  enquiring  parties,  as 
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it  was  felt  this  was  the  best  kind  of 
publicity  which  could  be  secured  for 
the  U.F.A.  At  the  same  time  many 
requests  have  been  received  for  lists  of 
the  locals,  and  even  for  the  names  of 
the  members,  from  individuals  or  firms 
who  had  some  kind  of  scheme  or  enter- 
prise they  wished  to  present.  Acting 
on  the  instructions  of  the  board  of 
directors,  this  information  has  only  been 
given  in  cases  where  it  is  believed  to 
be  in  the  interests  of  the  association 
generally,  and  when  the  parties  en- 
quiring could  or  would  not  state  the 
purpose  for  which  the  list  would  be 
used,  the  information  asked  for  was 
not  provided. 

Improving  Market  Facilities 

Considerable  assistance  has  been 
given  in  securing  loading  platforms  at 
new  railway  points,  in  getting  old  plat- 
forms enlarged  to  the  standard  size, 
and  in  getting  approaches  or  locations 
to  already  existing  platforms  improved 
and  changed,  and  in  this  connection  it 
might  be  stated  that  there  is  already 
one  petition  on  file  for  presentation  to 
the  warehouse  commissioner  as  soon  as 
the  proper  time  arrives  in  the  spring. 
A  lot  of  information  relative  to  the 
shipment  of  grain  and  the  right  of  the 
farmers  in  this  connection  has  also 
been  sent  out,  together  with  manj^ 
copies  of  the  Manitoba  Grain  Act. 

In  connection  with  the  grain  move- 
ment, it  might  be  stated  that  an  effort 
has  been  made  to  secure  cars  at  differ- 
ent points  where  the  shortage  has  been 
so  acute  during  the  past  few  months, 
and  the  railway  officials  have  been 
approached  in  the  matter.  In  every 
instance  we  have  found  them  very  ac- 
commodating and  only  too  anxious  to 
assist  in  relieving  conditions,  and  it  is 
only  fair  to  them  to  state  that  the 
reason  for  the  shortage  lies  not  in  the 
Alberta  section,  but  farther  east.  This 
matter  has  also  been  referred  to  the 
board  of  railway  commissioners,  and  an 
answer  received  from  the  chairman  that 
the  chief  operating  officer  is  making  a 
personal  investigation  of  the  car  situa- 
tion at  the  present  time  and  that  when 
he  reaches  Alberta  he  will  confer  with 
the  U.F.A.  officers  in  the  matter. 

Many  Matters  Dealt  With 

A  large  number  of  petitions,  dealing 
with  various  subjects,  have  been  re- 
ceived and  forwarded  to  the  proper 
authorities.  Assistance  was  given  with 
many  of  the  petitions,  and  the  corres- 
pondence relating  thereto  conducted 
from  this  office.  Some  have  been  suc- 
cessful and  others  have  failed.  At  the 
request  of  some  of  the  members,  the 


matter  of  settlers  who  abandon  their 
homesteads  and  leave  wells  unprotected 
to  become  a  menace  to  stock,  was  taken 
up  with  the  government.  Although  no 
relief  was  secured,  still  this  is  a  matter 
which  might  be  taken  further  along  so 
that  some  person  will  have  authority 
to  remove  such  dangers.  Several  com- 
plaints relating  to  telephones  were  re- 
ceived, and  to  the  non-construction  of 
lines  petitioned  for,  and  these  matters 
were  taken  up  with  the  department  of 
public  works  in  order  to  try  and  get 
them  remedied.  Several  enquiries  were 
received  relative  to  milling  machinery, 
and  at  the  request  of  some  members 
an  effort  was  made  to  secure  catalogs 
and  general  information  from  one 
English  firm  of  manufacturers.  The 
answer  received  is  at  least  interesting 
and  reads  in  part: 

''It  would  give  us  great  pleasure  to 
quote  and  supply  you  with  our  machines 
from  here,  but,  unfortunately,  your 
government  have  made  a  law  which 
prohibits  our  sending  machines  to  your 
country  which  are  patented  in  Canada 
after  the  expiration  of  twelve  months. 
The  twelve  months  have  now  expired 
and  although  we  have  made  strong  rep- 
resentation to  the  powers  that  be  to  be 
allowed  to  import  more  machines  to 
supply  urgent  needs,  we  have  been  in- 
formed that  no  deviation  can  be  made 
from  the  present  law." 

One  set  of  public  scales  w^ere  pur- 
chased for  a  local  union  and  despatched 
to  them,  while  information  relating  to 
weigh  scales  was  secured  for  several 
members  anxious  to  install  them.  In- 
formation relative  to  live  stock  ship- 
ments was  secured  wherever  possible, 
so  as  to  assist  the  live  stock  commis- 
sioner in  this  case  before  the  board  of 
railway  commissioners  in  the  matter 
of  securing  effective  regulations  govern- 
ing the  shipment  of  live  stock.  Some 
complaints  relative  to  post  office  matters 
were  received  and  presented  to  the 
proper  authorities. 

Extension  Secured 

The  matter  of  securing  an  extension 
of  time  for  payments  due  on  pre- 
emptions was  taken  up  with  the  depart- 
ment of  the  interior,  at  the  request  of 
individual  members,  and  in  every 
instance  the  extensions  asked  for  were 
secured.  Assistance  was  given  in  a 
few  cases  in  securing  the  establishment 
of  pound  districts  and  in  providng  the 
necessary  information  relative  thereto, 
also  in  establishing  local  improvement 
districts  in  some  of  the  newer  settled 
parts  of  the  province.  Several  claims 
for  excessive  freight  charges  were  taken 
up  and  pushed  through  to  completion 
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where  the  iuforiiiatiou  asked  for  was 
forthcoming.  In  some  instances  the 
work  was  started,  but  when  the  com- 
plainant was  written  to  for  further 
information,  no  answer  w^as  received, 
and  in  instances  such  as  these  no  further 
steps  were  taken.  Information  relative 
to  the  working  of  the  Noxious  Weeds 
Act  was  sent  out  to  enquiring  members 
and  efforts  made  to  assist  whenever 
possible  along  the  lines  of  work  of  this 
l<ind. 

Several  complaints  relative  to  agree- 
ments with  machinery  companies  were 
received.  Some  have  been  satisfac- 
torily settled  and  some  are  still  under 
way.  In  any  event,  the  need  of  some 
uniform  agreement  is  daily  becoming 
more  apparent  and  at  the  same  time 
a  little  more  courtesy  on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  men  sent  out  bv  the  ma- 
chine companies  would  probably  result 
in  less  friction  and  in  an  earlier  settle- 
ment of  the  claims. 

At  the  request  of  the  unions  whose 
members  were  badly  affected  by  the 
railway  strike,  several  efforts  were  made 
to  assist  in  the  settlement  of  this  un- 
fortunate labor  trouble,  the  method 
adopted  being  that  of  appealing  to  the 
members  of  the  government,  pointing 
out  the  hardships  which  could  be  traced 
to  the  strike  and  asking  for  speedy 
intervention. 

Cheaper  Lumber 

Several  unions  w^ere  supplied  with  the 
names  of  lumber  firms  who  would  be 
prepared  to  deal  direct  with  the  farmers, 
and  as  a  result  more  than  one  car  was 
brought  in  by  the  members  at  a  re- 
ductioii  in  the  price  quoted  by  local 
dealers.  The  same  thing  is  true  of 
fence  posts,  and  as  a  result  of  work 
in  this  direction,  it  was  possible  for 
some  of  the  farmers  living  in  districts 
where  timber  is  scarce  to  get  their 
posts  at  a  considerably  reduced  price. 

Complaints  were  made  to  the  railway 
commission  on  the  excessive  express 
charges  on  live  stock  between  local 
points,  this  at  the  instance  of  members 
who  had  suffered  therefrom.  The 
central  office  acted  as  a  go-between  in 
settling  disputes  with  railway  com- 
panies in  the  matter  of  settlements  of 
agreements  for  the  purchase  of  rights- 
of-way  and  borrow  pits,  and  effected 
some  settlements. 

Considerable  assistance  was  rendered 
•  during  July  and  August  in  placing  farm 
help,  a  number  of  harvesters  being  sent 
direct  from  -  the  information  office  in 
Winnipeg  as  a  result  of  the  work  dono 
by  the  U.F.A. 

Information  relative  to  some  closed 
leases  now  secured  at  the  request  of 


members,  and  this  matter  is  still  under 
consideration.  Several  unions  were  sup- 
plied with  information  relative  to  the 
building  of  farmers'  elevators  and  the 
by-laws  necessary  for  the  government 
of  the  company.  There  has  been  the 
usual  long  line  of  complaints  relative 
to  stock  being  killed  on  the  track. 
Although  in  every  instance  the  matter 
was  taken  up  with  the  claims  depart- 
ment of  the  different  railways,  nothing 
definite  has  been  accomplished  in  any 
one  instance,  and  it  is  probable  that 
nothing  ever  will  be  accomplished  until 
the  railway  act  is  made  more  workable. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  matters  which 
have  been  taken  up  and  which  have 
been  drawn  at  random  from  the  files, 
and  there  are  many  more;  but  probably 
enough  has  been  given  to  show  that  the 
central  office  is  an  important  factor  in 
many  ways  and  that  the  officers  of  the 
U.F.A.  are  striving  to  be  of  every  pos- 
sible assistance  to  the  members. 

Thanks  for  Assistance 

It  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to 
conclude  the  report  without  thanking 
all  the  officers  of  the  U.F.A.  for  their 
kind  assistance  during  the  past  year, 
also  for  the  help  given  by  our  official 
organ,  The  Grain  Growers'  Guide,  and 
by  the  officers  of  The  Grain  Growers' 
Grain  company.  Without  such  help  a 
large  portion  of  the  work  which  has 
been  accomplished  would  never  have 
been  started,  and  therefore  the  assist- 
ance is  doubly  appreciated. 

In  concluding,  let  me  again  refer  to 
our  need  of  organization,  to  our  need 
for  united  effort  and  to  appeal  for  your 
assistance  in  making  the  year  1912  the 
most  successful  and  the  most  effective 
in  the  history  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  considera- 
tion, I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
EDWAKD  J.  FREAM, 

Secretary. 


LEGISLATIVE 
COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Following  is  the  annual  report  of  the 
legislative  committee,  presented  by  Mr. 
W.  J.  Tregillus: 
Gentlemen : — 

The  legislative  committee  appointed 
at  the  close  of  the  annual  convention 
beg  to  submit  the  following  report: — 

Following  the  instructions  issued  by  the 
executive  committee,  no  steps  were  taken 
towards  securing  a  Special  Act  of  Incor- 
poration  for   the   Association,   and  this 
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matter  is  therefore  held  in  abeyance  until 
after  this  convention. 

In  the  matter  of  erecting  telephone 
lines,  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  con- 
vention was  submitted  to  the  government 
with  a  request  that  same  be  favorably 
considered  and  that  the  telephone  lines 
be  extended  and  connections  made  as 
rapidly  as  possible. 

Regarding  the  agreements  with  the 
machine  companies,  this  was  also  sub- 
mitted to  the  government  and  probably 
the  best  report  will  be  to  quote  from  a 
letter,  dated  January  4th,  1911,  received 
from  the  Minister  of  Agriculture:  "I 
have  had  this  matter  up  for  discussion 
several  times.  The  attorney-general's 
department  has  been  discussing  it  with  the 
legal  representatives  of  the  machine 
companies.  I  had  hoped  to  have  the 
agreement  ready  for  this  session  but  the 
progress  seems  to  be  rather  slow.  I 
realize  the  importance  of  this  and  will  do 
my  best  to  have  it  put  through  at  an  early 
date. " 

This  is  a  very  serious  matter  to  the 
farmers  of  Alberta  and  your  committee 
feel  that  no  effort  should  be  lost  to  bring 
about  the  successful  accomplishment 
of  your  instructions  in  this  behalf. 

The  resolutions  relating  to  the  Seed 
Grain  were  submitted  to  the  Dominion 
and  Provincial  governments  immediately 
after  the  close  of  the  convention,  and 
arrangements  were  made  by  the  Dominion 
government  for  the  distribution  of  seed 
grain  wherever  required.  It  was  impossi- 
ble to  make  arrangements  for  the  farmers 
to  purchase  the  grain  themselves  and  the 
government  pay  for  same,  as  was  suggested 
at  the  convention,  and  unfortunately  the 
arrangements  were  completed  at  such  a 
late  date  that  there  is  no  doubt  many 
farmers  who  would  have  secured  grain 
who  did  not  know  of  the  arrangements 
in  time.  Your  committee  is  already  in 
communication  with  both  governments 
in  this  matter  and  have  received  word 
from  the  Hon.  R.  L.  Borden  that  he  is 
communicating  with  all  his  colleagues 
with  the  intention  of  having  them  take  it 
up  at  once,  and  that  the  representations 
made  will  receive  their  most  earnest  and 
careful  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Duncan  Marshall  also  prom- 
ised to  communicate  with  the  Dominion 
government  and  assist  in  making  arrange- 
ments for  the  supply  of  seed  where  re- 
quired for  the  season  of  1912. 

In  the  matter  of  Hail  Insurance,  your 
committee  beg  to  report  that  nothing  has 
been  done.  Before  it  was  impossible  to 
carry  out  the  wishes  expressed  at  the  last 
convention,  some  members  who  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  resolution  adopted 
at  that  time  took  the  matter  up  direct 
with  the  government,  and  believing  that 


it  would  not  be  in  the  interest  of  the 
Association  to  approach  the  government 
for  a  change  in  the  existing  conditions 
when  the  members  were  badly  divided 
on  the  subject  it  was  thought  better  to 
do  nothing  with  the  resolution  which  was 
adopted  but  await  your  commands  at 
this  convention. 

The  resolution  relating  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  the  law  courts  of  the 
province  was  submitted  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  request  made  that  the  pres- 
ent delays  in  rendering  reserved  judgments 
be  eliminated. 

The  resolution  on  the  settlement  of 
railway  claims  was  submitted  to  the 
Dominion  government,  also  to  the  Board 
of  Railway  Commissioners,  with  the  re- 
quest that  ihe  relief  asked  for  be  granted. 

Your  committee  have  pressed  the 
question  of  a  parcels  post  system  and  the 
urgent  need  for  esta})lishing  same  at  an 
early  date,  upon  both  Postmasters-General 
during  the  past  year.  This  is  a  great 
question  and  one  of  urgent  importance 
to  all  residents  in  the  country.  It  is  one 
which  will  also  take  a  vast  amount  of 
work  in  order  to  successfully  achieve  the 
establishment  of  the  system,  and  no 
opportunity  will  be  lost  in  pressing  home 
the  great  need  for  the  relief  which  will 
result  from  the  establishment  of  a  properly 
conducted  parcels  post  system. 

The  resolution  relating  to  pre-emption 
was  taken  up  with  the  Dominion  govern- 
ment, and  in  fact  correspondence  in  regard 
to  same  is  still  under  way,  but  so  far  it 
has  been  impossible  to  secure  a  re-opening 
of  this  subject. 

The  resolution  on  the  Hudson  Bay 
railway  was  submitted  to  the  government 
and  your  committee  reports  with  pleasure 
the  fact  that  the  work  is  now  under  way 
and  that  this  road  will  be  built  as  a 
government  undertaking. 

The  resolution  on  the  establishment 
of  an  agricultural  college  was  submitted 
to  the  government.  Since  the  last  con- 
vention the  announcement  has  been  made 
that  a  number  of  demonstration  farms 
would  be  established  in  the  province, 
in  fact  the  work  on  these  farms  has  already 
commenced,  but  no  steps  have  been  taken 
as  yet  to  provide  the  college. 

The  resolution  relating  to  the  sale  of 
lands  on  the  Indian  reserve  was  referred 
to  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  while 
the  resolution  on  the  land  tax  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  provincial  government. 

The  resolution  on  the  lumber  question 
was  submitted  to  the  government  for 
action,  but  in  this  regard  your  committee 
have  to  report  that  there  is  a  strong 
probability  of  conditions  being  even 
worse  in  the  future  than  they  were  in  the 
past,  if  some  steps  are  not  taken  to  count- 
eract the  move  made  by  some  of  the  lum  - 
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ber  interests  a  short  time  ago.  This 
seems  to  be  a  matter  in  which  a  determined 
stand  should  be  made  as  it  would  look, 
if  the  reports  published  were  correct, 
as  if  the  present  proposal  is  nothing  more 
than  a  straight  combination  in  restraint 
of  trade. 

All  other  matters  which  would  come 
under  the  attention  of  your  committee 
also  received  attention,  although  there 
are  s^^veral  questions  which  on  account 
of  their  importance  were  handled  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  this  body  has 
reported  to  you  thereon. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


TRANSPORTATION 
COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Following  is  the  annual  report  of  the 
Transportation  Committee,  presented  by 
the  president,  Mr.  Jas.  Bower: 

Your  Transportation  Committee  beg 
to  report  as  follows: —  For  the  infor- 
mation of  those  who  are  new  members, 
we  will  explain  what  are  the  duties  of  the 
Transportation  Committee.  Formerly  we 
had  a  Market  Committee,  and  as  it  was 
found  that  one  of  the  chief  problems  of 
marketing  was  transporting  produce  to 
market,  a  committee  was  formed,  called 
the  "Transportation  Committee,"  whose 
duty  was  to  work  along  the  line  of  exten- 
sion of  markets,  also  any  work  the  Assoc- 
iation decided  to  take  up  by  way  of 
pressing  for  better  rates  and  transportation 
facilities  was  entrusted  to  them,  also  to 
gather  such  information  as  they  could 
and  make  their  reports  and  recommenda- 
tions thereon. 

The  work  of  your  committee  during  the 
past  year  has  been  chiefly  following  up 
and  pressing  for  lower  railway  rates. 

You  will  remember  that  in  the  report 
of  your  committee  last  year  you  were 
informed  that  we  had  made  formal  appli- 
cation to  the  Board  of  Railway  commis- 
sioners for  a  reduction  of  rates  in  Alberta 
and  to  and  from  the  West.  It  was  ex- 
plained that  up  to  that  time  we  had  been 
working  jointly  with  the  Vancouver 
Board  of  Trade  by  giving  them  all  the 
support  we  could  in  their  case  before  the 
Railway  Commission,  but  that  we  had 
then  decided  to  make  application  in  our 
own  name,  still  in  conjunction  with  the 
Vancouver  Board  of  Trade,  but  along 
broader  lines.  The  Vancouver  people 
having  undertaken  to  fight  the  case 
on  somewhat  technical  grounds  and  only 
as  it  affected  their  own  particular  in- 
terests and  while  these  interests  were  in 
line  with  ours  it  did  not  cover  the  ground 
suflBciently  for  us. 

In  the  first  place  we  could  not  under- 
take the  enormous  expense  of  engaging 


counsel  and  traffic  experts  to  go  into  the 
deep  technicalities  and  unearth  the  secrets 
of  the  C.P.R.,  but  we  could  make  a 
"prima  facie"  case  before  the  Board 
showing  on  the  face  of  it  how  we  are  being 
discriminated  against  We  could  also 
make  an  appeal  to  the  Board  that  if  in 
their  opinion  our  "prima  facie"  case 
was  not  sufiicient  proof  to  them  to  justify 
them  in  making  a  rule  in  our  favor,  it 
should  be  sufficient  to  cause  them  to 
exercise  that  power  conferred  upon  them 
as  a  Board  to  put  into  effect  the  fullest 
enquiry  into  the  whole  matter.  We  could 
also  by  taking  these  steps  pave  the  way 
in  creating  an  interest  in  the  minds  of 
the  general  public,  as  to  the  first  step  of 
which  we  have  spoken,  that  of  making  out 
a  "prima  facie"  case. 

The  railway  companies  had  been  given 
up  to  the  end  of  January  last  to  make  a 
reply  in  Montreal  to  the  arguments  of  the 
Vancouver  Board  of  Trade  in  which  we 
had  appeared  as  witness.  Feeling  the 
need  of  keeping  ourselves  posted,  and  as 
it  was  out  of  the  question  to  send  anyone 
to  Montreal,  we  accepted  the  offer  of  the 
stenographer  to  send  us  an  official  copy 
of  the  arguments.  This  proved  to  be  a 
very  bulky  technical  document  and  satis- 
fied us  more  fully  than  ever  of  the  futility 
of  attempting  to  fight  the  case  on  tech- 
nical grounds. 

To  get  the  information  needed  to  make 
out  a  "prima  facie"  case  we  were  in  the 
humiliating  position  of  having  to  go  to 
the  company  for  it  and  the  oflicers  of  the 
company  seemed  to  take  considerable 
enjoyment  in  humiliating  us  all  they  could 
without  giving  us  that  information.  We 
then  personally  appealed  to  the  Board  at 
Ottawa  for  an  order  directing  the  company 
to  furnish  us  with  copies  of  the  tariffs  we 
needed  to  make  comparisons  and  after 
explaining  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board 
as  far  as  we  could  the  kind  of  tariffs 
we  would  need  he  made  out  a  list  of  num- 
bers with  instructions  how  to  obtain  them. 
After  getting  these  we  found  they  did  not 
cover  the  ground  as  fully  as  we  could  wish, 
but  we  were  able  to  show  from  them  a 
discrimination  against  us  all  the  way  up 
to  as  high  as  600  per  cent. 

We  were  notified  that  sittings  would  be 
held  at  Vancouver  and  Calgary  where  a 
further  hearing  would  be  given  of  the 
Vancouver  case  and  also  a  hearing  of 
argument  in  suppoit  of  our  own  case.  We 
attended  at  Vancouver,  but  took  no  active 
part  there  further  than  to  closely  watch 
the  case.  When  we  were  called  on  we 
asked  to  be  given  a  hearing  at  Calgary 
which  was  granted  and  which  hearing 
took  place  the  following  week. 

After  presenting  our  case  showing 
discrimination  and  our  arguments  in 
support  of  same  we  took  the  ground  that 
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being  but  representatives  of  a  voluntary 
association  and  pushing  the  question  not 
only  in  the  interests  of  the  Association 
but  also  in  the  interests  of  the  general 
public,  that  now  having  proven  that  dis- 
crimination did  exist  and  was  a  grievous 
burden  restraining  trade,  retarding  prog- 
ress and  development,  and  that  now  having 
brought  the  question  so  far  before  their 
notice  we  should  not  be  required  to  follow 
it  up  in  fighting  the  technical  arguments 
of  the  company  that  this  discrimination 
was  justifiable,  but  that  it  should  devolve 
upon  the  commission  to  make  a  close 
impartial  investigation  into  the  whole 
matter.  The  Board  accepted  our  view 
and  promised  to  instigate  such  inquiry 

What  might  be  called  the  third  step 
in  our  progress  in  this  matter  is  creating 
an  interest  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
which  means  the  strongest  possible  support 
if  that  sympathy  can  be  properly  aroused. 
We  believe  the  publicity  given  by  our 
action  has  very  largely  created  a  line 
interest.  Many  of  the  papers  commented 
on  the  stand  taken  by  us,  commending  us 
for  it,  and  the  "Winnipeg  Free  Press" 
has  taken  up  a  criticism  of  the  whole 
Western  rates.  Our  arguments  were 
accepted  as  valid  by  .  the  big  farmers' 
delegation  to  Ottawa,  and  several  of  the 
Boards  of  Trade  have  taken  it  up,  and 
the  Grain  Growers  of  Manitoba  and 
Saskatchewan  have  now  pledged  them- 
selves to  throw  their  weight  into  the 
fight  so  that  we  have  good  reason  to  hope 
that  the  active  movement  for  reduced 
railway  rates  in  the  West,  in  which  the 
U.F.A.  has  taken  the  leading  part  in 
putting  into  definite  shape,  will  not  be 
fruitless  of  good  results. 

Since  the  foregoing  part  of  this  report 
was  written  what  is  considered  by  the 
Western  newspapers  as  one  of  the  most 
important  orders  ever  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Railway  Commissioners  has 
been  made  public,  that  a  general  enquiry 
would  be  made  by  the  Board  into  all  tolls 
charged  in  the  West,  the  Board  giving  as 
one  of  the  chief  reasons  for  such  enquiry 
the  complaints  of  the  Vancouver  Board 
of  Trade  and  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta. 

As  to  the  opening  of  the  Western  export 
grain  route  not  much  progress  seems  to 
be  made,  as  since  the  resignation  of  the 
Rutherford  government  the  interest  in 
the  route  in  the  province  seems  to  have 
waned. 

Your  committee  are  not  possessed  of 
sufficient  funds  to  make  a  full  investi- 
gation as  to  the  feasability  of  shipping 
over  that  route  before  the  time  the 
Panama  Canal  will  be  opened,  but  think 
if  satisfactory  terminals  were  erected  at 
the  coast  and  a  reasonable  rate  across 


the  mountains  secured  a  good  export 
trade  could  be  done. 

There  would  be  a  good  market  now  in 
Mexico  and  the  Western  States  for  our 
barley  and  hard  wheat,  were  it  not  for 
these  handicaps  already  mentioned,  plus 
the  duty.  The  C.P.R.,  however,  contend 
that  if  they  were  to  carry  the  grain  free 
to  the  Coast  we  would  still  b6  unable  to 
get  a  profitable  market.  We  have  noticed 
that  they  are  using  the  same  argument 
against  carrying  damp  grain  at  the 
present  time  to  Minneapolis  and  Duluth. 
They  have  never  been  asked  to  look  for 
markets  but  they  seem  very  solicitous 
for  our  welfare  in  this  regard  and  protect- 
ing us  from  this  danger  by  keeping  up 
prohibitary  rates  in  the  directions  in  which 
they  have  not  a  long  haul  and  other 
connecting  interests. 

At  the  present  time,  more  particularly 
further  east,  there  are  millions  of  bushels 
of  damp  grain  for  which  there  is  no  im- 
mediate Canadian  market,  but  for  which 
there  are  buyers  in  Minneapolis  and 
Duluth,  where  they  have  mills  and  dryers 
to  take  care  of  it.  The  rates  to  these 
points  are  at  present  prohibitive  and  while 
the  duty  of  'io  cents  per  bushel  would  of 
course  make  the  price  small  but  would  be 
better  than  paying  freight  to  Fort  William 
to  have  it  rot  there.  You  have  been 
informed  that  the  government  has  been 
appealed  to  use  their  influence  for  at 
least  a  temporary  reduction  of  rates  to 
these  points.  We  have  received  many 
appeals  from  our  members  to  procure  for 
them  a  market  for  their  damaged  grain, 
for  as  we  are  closed  out  of  an  export 
market  the  home  market  was  soon  flooded. 
Another  object  lesson  to  us  of  the  absur- 
dity of  depending  on  the  home  market 
is  the  prices  paid  in  it  are  always  governed 
by  the  prices  we  could  obtain  in  an  export 
market.  When  there  is  a  shortage  or 
when  there  is  an  export  market  there  is 
competition  in  the  home  market,  but  when 
there  is  a  surplus  without  an  export 
market  combination  exists  in  the  home 
market. 

During  the  year  there  has  not  been  as 
large  a  trade  in  hay  and  oats  between 
Alberta  and  British  Columbia  as  in  the 
year  previous,  attributable  to  the  short 
crop  and  railway  construction  work  in 
Alberta,  oats  having  been  shipped  from 
as  far  east  as  Northern  Manitoba  and  hay 
from  Montreal.  This  season  so  far  there 
does  not  appear*to  be  much  demand  from 
the  Coast  as  they  had  a  good  local  supply, 
but  at  points  inland  there  is  every  indica- 
tion of  a  good  demand  for  railway  con- 
struction. 

While  we  have  no  figures  to  show  we 
know  that  there  has  been  a  very  large 
number  of  cattle  and  hogs  and  their 
products  shipped  West,  there  is  a  rapidly 
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increasing  market  for  these  at  the  Coast 
and  thus  brings  us  back  to  the  point 
where  to  get  advantage  of  this  we  must 
have  not  only  lower  freight  rates  but 
more  direct  means  of  getting  these  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  producer  into  those 
of  the  consumer.  We  are  more  than 
ever  confident  that  this  can  best  be  ac- 
complished through  the  medium  of 
municipal,  public  abattoirs  for  fresh  meat 
and  government  plants  for  cured  meat. 
A  "committee  formed  of  part  of  your 
transportation  committee  was  appointed 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  promote  interest 
in  municipal  abattoirs.  They  have  been 
very  successful  in  getting  expressions 
of  approval  and  agreement  to  the  scheme, 
but  not  so  successful  in  getting  any  muni- 
cipality to  build  an  abattoir,  yet  we  can 
report  progress.  The  cities  of  Edmonton 
and  Calgary  have  both  taken  the  matter 
up  in  a  practical  way  and  appear  anxious 
to  go  ahead  bu±  seem  to  fear  the  antagonism 
of  those  who  now  have  a  monopoly. 
Edmonton  has  voted  on  a  by-law  for  stock 
yards  and  turned  it  down  but  for  some 
reason  generally  conceded  not  to  have 
been  direct  opposition  to  stock  yards. 
We  believe  they  have  not  yet  got  the 
right  conception  of  the  question  because 
the  public  abattoirs  should  be  the  chief 
object.  Stock  yards  alone  would  not  in- 
duce owners  of  stock  from  South  and 
East  to  carry  their  stock  to  Edmonton 
unless  they  could  have  them  slaughtered 
at  a  fixed  charge,  a  certificate  of  inspection 
and  weight  given,  and  places  in  cold 
storage  from  which  they  could  sell  or  ship 
in  any  direction  to  where  they  could  find 
a  market,  r  | 

Early  in  the  year  the  Calgary  council 
had  a  draft  by-law  prepared  providing 
for  a  scheme  of  this  kind.  A  copy  of  the 
draft  was  presented  to  us  for  an  expression 
of  our  views.  We  believed  it  to  be  de- 
fective in  one  particular  which  would 
ruin  the  whole  scheme.  It  provided 
that  the  slaughtering  should  be  done  in  a 
private  abattoir  under  public  control. 
Our  objection  to  this  was  the  same  as  to 
private  terminal  elevators  under  public 
control.  The  incentive  would  still  be 
there  for  the  operator  to  defraud.  The 
animals  in  slaughtering  might  lose  their 
identity  as  well  as  their  lives  and  be  con- 
demned unjustly.  The  inspector's  duty 
would  be  to  inspect  the  animals,  not  to 
classify  or  designate  the  ownership  or 
weight.  The}^  then  redrafted  the  by-law 
giving  us  to  understand  tnat-our  objections 
had  been  met,  to  what  extent  we  do  not 
know.  It  was  then  carried  by  vote 
giving  the  council  power  to  go  ahead, 
but  as  yet  they  have  not  done  so.  We 
submitted  the  scheme  to  the  convention 
of  Municipalities  at  MacLeod  and  many 
of  the  delegates  there  expressed  themselves 


as  seeing  the  question  in  a  new  light  and 
unanimously  approved  of  it.  We  would 
strongly  recommend  that  this  Association 
continue  to  bring  before  the  public  notice 
the  advantages  of  such  a  system,  both  for 
the  local  and  interprovincial  fresh  meat 
trade  and  as  a  source  of  supply  for  an 
export  chilled  meat  system,  and  that  this 
Association  continue  to  press  upon  the 
Dominion  government  the  desirability 
of  establishing  an  export  chilled  meat 
system  as  a  public  enterprise. 

We  have  good  reason  to  fear  that  there 
will  be  an  attempt  made  by  interested 
parties  to  construe  the  promises  of  giving 
assistance  to  the  meat  industry  to  mean 
assistance  to  those  handling  the  trading 
part  of  that  industry  which  instead  of 
being  a  benefit  would  be  a  positive  injury 
to  the  producer  and  consumer. 

Regarding  the  request  made  and  before 
reported  to  you,  for  the  licensing  and 
bonding  of  commission  men  handling 
farm  produce  and  for  establishing  a  stand- 
ard of  quality  and  inspection  of  hay.  These 
were  sent  to  Ottawa  and  when  no  notice 
was  being  taken  we  made  personal 
enquiry  there  and  found  that  owing  to 
uncertainty  on  the  part  of  some  one  as 
to  whether  they  should  go  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  or  Department  of 
Trade  and  Commerce,  neither  of  the 
principals  of  these  Departments  had  them 
brought  before  their  notice.  Our  Secre- 
tary was  instructed  to  again  forward  a 
copy  but  as  these  Departments  have  again 
changed  masters  our  work  will  no  doubt 
have  to  be  done  over  again. 

We  believe  that  the  C.P.R.,  has  finally 
installed  the  watering  facilities  at  the 
stock  yards  along  the  Calgary  and  Ed- 
monton railway,  where  complaint  had 
been  made  of  lack  of  these. 

During  the  year  the  Live  Stock  Com- 
missioner took  steps  towards  introducing 
better  regulations  for  shipping  live  stock. 
We  supported  him  in  this  before  the  rail- 
way  commission.  He  was  also  instru- 
mental in  calling  a  meeting  of  stock 
shippers  to  consider  the  proposed  new 
shipping  contract.  We  might  say  here 
that  the  railway  companies  appear  to 
resent  all  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
farmers  in  any  matter  pertaining  to 
shipping  on  the  ground  that  it  is  only 
those  actively  engaged  in  dealing  in  the 
different  commodities  that  arc  interested 
and  claiming  that  if  these  do  not  object 
there  can  not  be  much  wrong. 

Our  opinion  is  the  reverse,  that  only  the 
producers  and  consumers  of  any  commo- 
dity are  the  interested  parties.  The 
dealers  and  shippers,  wanting  to  stand  in 
with  the  railway  companies  do  not  object 
as  they  can  reimburse  themselves  by 
charging  it  back  to  their  customers. 
The  only  time  the  Boards  of  Trade  and 
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dealers  interfere  is  when  they  are  being 
locally  discriminated  against.  As  an 
instance  of  this,  we  have  been  pressing 
for  a  supply  of  smaller  cars  and  a  lower 
minimum  for  car  loads.  The  reply  of  the 
commission  has  been  that  not  only  the 
railway  company,  but  the  Boards  of 
Trade  and  shippers  generally  have  been 
wanting  an  increase,  on  the  basis  that  the 
larger  the  car  and  higher  the  minimum 
the  cheaper  it  can  be  handled.  We  can 
easily  see  the  force  of  this  from  their 
point  of  view  but  no  benefit  to  us.  Many 
times  a  farmer  is  blocked  in  shipping  a 
car  either  because  his  customer  does  not 
require  a  large  car,  or  because  the  farmer 
has  not  enough  to  load  one,  leaving  him 
no  option  but  to  sell  to  the  elevator  or 
dealer    who    has    distributing  facilities. 

In  the  same  way  the  small  merchant 
in  the  country  or  country  town  is  blocked 
in  getting  the  small  car  of  goods  which 
his  trade  could  take  care  of  and  is  forced 
to  order  it  from  the  distributing  centres 
paying  the  local  rate  often  back  over  the 
same  road  and  charge  that  extra  expense 
up  to  his  customers.  The  elevator  com- 
panies have  a  special  privilege  in  this 
very  thing  denied  to  the  average  farmer. 
When  cleaning  up  a  line  of  grain  and  they 
are  short  of  enough  to  load  a  60,000 
lbs.  car  they  are  allowed  to  ship  it  as 
40,000  lbs.,  but  the  farmer  who  has  onlj'- 
40,000  lbs.  to  begin  with  is  not  permitted 
to  do,,go*-  ^  ' 
-r-^-'  A  question  pregnant  with  vast  possi- 
bilities as  to  how  its  settlement  will  affect 
us  in  connection  with  the  grain  trade 
has  been  before  us  in  a  vague  way  for 
years.  It  is  now  assuming  such  serious 
form  that  we  must  be  ready  to  face  it  and 
intelligently  arrive  at  a  conclusion.  The 
question  is  that  of  sample  markets.  In 
a  general  way  each  individual  agrees 
that  if  he  has  a  better  sample  of  grain 
than  his  neighbor  he  should  be  given  a 
better  price.  The  grading  system  has 
been  established  for  determining  that 
difference  of  quality  and  settling  arbitrarily 
according  to.  certain  specifications  as  to 
what  grade  each  car  or  parcel  belongs. 
Everyone  of  course  understands  that  there 
must  of  necessity  be  many  degrees  of 
quality  represented  by  the  many  different 
parcels  of  grain  that  go  to  make  up  these 
grades  set  along  arbitrary  lines.  Following 
that  up,  of  course,  means  that  when  these 
many  different  parcels  are  placed  together 
iathe  terminal  elevator,  in  the  bin  allotted 
for  that  particular  grade,  the  average 
quality  of  that  whole  bin  is  much  better 
than  the  standard  specifications  of  that 
grade.  It  then  follows  that  if  no  inter- 
ference has  been  permitted  to  take  place 
after  that  grain  has  been  inspected  the 
buyer  of  that  grain  rightfully  expects 
to  get  grain  not  only  up  to  the  standard 


of  that  grade,  but  also  at  a  point  of  quality 
equal  to  half  way  up  between  that  stand- 
ard and  the  specifications  of  the  next 
grade  higher.  In  other  words  the 
buyer  of  export  grain  when  he  buys  No. 
2  has  a  right  to  expect  to  get  out  of  the 
terminal  elevator  not  only  No.  2,  but 
grain  equal  to  half  way  between  No.  2 
and  No.  1,  and  if  he  gets  that  he  will  pay 
accordingly.  It  also  follows  that  if  the 
buyer  has  reason  to  believe  that  if  some  of 
the  best  parcels  have  been  taken  out  he 
will  know  that  the  value  of  that  whole 
grade  has  suffered  just  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  this  picking  has  been  done. 
For  this  reason  to  protect  the  whole 
associated  interests  of  the  grain  producers 
generally  and  to  keep  up  the  value  and 
reputation  of  our  grain  in  such  a  way 
that  it  could  be  relied  upon  this  picking 
or  "selection  of  the  different  qualities  of 
the  same  grade"  has  been  prohibited. 

Our  Association  has  in  the  past  con- 
sistently supported  this,  claiming  that  once 
the  government  had  by  inspection  stepped 
in,  making  an  arbitrary  decision  binding 
upon  all,  that  no  one  should  be  given  the 
privilege  of  further  selection  Mhich  gave 
them  an  undue  advantage  and  militated 
against  the  interest  of  all  others  who  from 
the  force  of  circumstances  are  compelled 
to  submit  to  the  grading  system.  To 
make  this  prohibition  effective  so  that  no 
selection  or  mixing  of  grades,  which  go 
hand  in  hand,  could  take  place  in  any 
form  a  continuous  agitation  has  been 
going  on  for  government  owned  and 
operated  elevators. 

On  the  other  hand  the  argument  is 
advanced  that  this  operates  against  the 
establishment  of  a  sample  market.  It  is 
claimed  by  the  advocates  of  a  sample 
market  that  the  rights  of  the  individual 
are  trampled  upon  who  has  grain  of 
quality  higher  than  the  standard  of  that 
grade  in  which  it  has  been  placed.  They 
claim  that  dealers  should  be  given  the 
privilege  of  private  storage  where  they 
could  practice  selection  and  mixing, 
keeping  their  own  private  grain  intact 
from  all  other  with  a  view  of  getting  a 
better  price.  Their  theory  is  that  if 
permitted  to  do  this  by  using  their 
expert  knowledge  they  could  pick  out 
certain  cars  with  special  qualities  which 
fitted  them  for  mixing  to  special  advan- 
rage  and  that  then  those  dealers  could 
if  they  would  divide  up  those  special 
profits  with  the  producer  from  whom 
they  had  bought. 

This  has  always  been  the  argument 
of  the  dealers  and  combatted  by  us,  but 
now  many  of  our  grain  powers  have  fallen 
in  line  with  that  view.  This  is  the 
question  that  is  forcing  itself  upon  us, 
and  we  do  not  want  to  make  provision  for 
sample  market  at  the  expense  of  permitting 


selection  and  mixing  of  grades,  after 
the  grain  has  been  inspected  and  con- 
signed to  the  terminal. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that 
while  the  words  "sample  market"  and 
"special  binning,"  are  well  calcidated  to 
appeal  to  individual  interest  yet  that  even 
though  the  dealer  should  always  divide 
up  the  profits  of  selection,  the  individuals' 
interest  would  still  be  not  best  served  by 
such  a  system.  We  believe  that  the 
gains  he  would  be  making  on  the  one  hand* 
he  would  be  losing  on  the  other  and  at 
the  same  time  damaging  the  integrity 
of  the  grading  system.  We  believe  that 
the  Association  would  make  a  great 
mistake  in  departing  from  our  hitherto 
firm  stand  and  would  recommend  that  the 
Association  go  on  record  as  still  opposing 
selection  or  mixing  of  grades  in  the  ter- 
minals after  inspection  has  once  been 
made  and  accepted. 

We  would  also  recommend  that  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  Alberta  grain  to  find 
a  market  either  East  or  West  the  Assoc- 
iation continue  to  press  for  making 
Calgary  a  terminal  point,  and  to  release 
Alberta  from  the  provision  in  the  grain 
act  which  permits  the  operator  of  a 
country  elevator  to  force  storage  grain 
to  the  eastern  terminals. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


ELEVATOR  COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

Following  is  the  report  of  the  Elevator 
Committee,    presented    by   Mr.    G.  W. 
Buchanan : 
Gentlemen : — 

Your  elevator  committee  beg  to  submit 
to  you  the  following  report.  The  last 
convention  adopted  a  resolution  endorsing 
the  report  which  was  presented  by  your 
committee  at  that  time,  and  which  con- 
tained suggestions  that  it  was  necessary' 
to  secure  amendments  to  the  Manitoba 
Grain  Act  which  would  tend  to  make  same 
more  workable  in  this  province. 

The  remarks  of  your  committee  at 
that  time  are  equally  true  now%  and  before 
the  grain  groweis  in  Alberta  will  be  able 
to  secure  the  fullest  returns  it  is  necessary 
to  have  Calgary  made  an  order  and 
terminal  point  and  that  the  elevator 
operators  shall  be  restrained  from  forcing 
the  grain  in  store  to  the  eastern  terminals 
when  our  natural  market  at  a  generally 
better  price  than  can  be  secured  eastward, 
is  to  the  west.  The  Dominion  govern- 
ment has  announced  its  intention  of 
introducing  legislation  at  the  present 
session  which  will  provide  for  the  govern- 
ment ownership  of  terminal  elevators 
and  it  is  to  our  interest  to  endeavor  to 
secure  the  necessary  amendments  in  the 


Grain  Bill,  so  that  our  Western  business 
will  be  fully  protected. 

Approve  Saskatchewan  Scheme 

Your  committee  investigated  the  ques- 
tion of  a  system  of  public  ownership 
of  line  elevators  in  Alberta  during  the 
past  year  and  decided  to  memorialize 
the  government  as  follows: — 

"That  the  provincial  government  be 
asked  to  take  immediate  steps  to  provide 
for  a  line  of  public  owned  elevators  in 
the  province  of  Alberta,  and  we  would 
recommend  that  a  scheme  worked  out 
along  the  line  of  the  one  now  in  force 
in  Saskatchewan  would  be  the  most 
feasible.  Further,  that  the  government 
be  requested  to  assist  us  in  getting  the 
Manitoba  Grain  Act  so  amended  that 
it  will  be  more  workable,  in  accordance 
with  the  report  adopted  at  the  last  annual 
convention  of  this  association." 

In  acknowledgement  of  this,  an  answer 
was  received  from  the  premier,  Hon. 
A.  L.  Sifton,  to  the  effect  that  the  .system 
had  not  been  in  force  long  enough  to 
know  whether  it  would  be  suitable  for 
the  different  conditions  in  Alberta. 

Your  committee  decided  to  secure 
information  from  Saskatchewan,  and, 
to  quote  one  letter  received,  it  can  be 
said  that  the  Saskatchewan  plan  is  ful- 
filling everything  that  was  expected  of 
it,  and  that  it  is  working  very  satis- 
factorily indeed.  In  recommending  a 
system  for  Alberta  based  -upon  the  Sas- 
katchewan plan,  your  committee  had  in 
mind  the  fact  that  under  such  a  system 
it  would  be  possible  to  arrange  for  a  full 
measure  of  public  ownership  and  yet 
retain  control  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  people.  The  purpose  of  the  Sas- 
katchewan plan  is  to  create  a  company 
of  farmers  as  well  directed  and  as  strong 
financially  as  any  existing  corporation 
in  the  grain  trade,  thereby  by  its  mere 
presence  in  the  trade  raising  the  level 
of  business  practice  and  ensuring  a  larger 
measure  of  fair  dealing,  and  by  having 
the  farmers  become  shareholders  insuring 
an  active  interest  in  the  scheme. 

It  might  be  mentioned  that  the  powers 
of  the  Saskatchewan  company  are  wide 
and  that  it  may  do  "all  things  incidental 
to  the  production,  stoiing  and  marketing 
of  grain."  Thus  if  it  wishes  it  may  not 
only  own  and  operate  elevators  and  buy 
and  sell  grain,  but  own  and  operate 
lumber  yards,  deal  in  coal,  wood,  flour, 
feed,  twine,  machinery  and  anything 
else  incidental  to  the  production  of  grain, 
in  fact,  to  become  a  strong  company 
handling  these  many  commodities  upon 
a  co-operative  basis,  distributing  the 
profits  of  the  company  among  the  share- 
holders and  patrons.  To  make  the  com- 
pany truly  co-operative  and  a  farmers' 
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compiuiy,  the  shares  can  be  held  by 
farmers  only,  the  value  of  the  shares 
.  is  $50  each,  no  person  holding  more  than 
ten  shares,  and  only  15%  of  the  face 
value  of  the  shares  is  paid  in  cash  at  the 
time  of  allotment. 

Organization  Plan 

The  plan  of  organization  is  that  if 
an  elevator  is  required  at  any  point, 
either  by  purchase  or  construction  of  a 
new  one,  it  is  necessary  for  the  farmers 
of  the  neighborhood  to  subscribe  the 
stock  to  the  value  of  the  elevator  pro- 
posed to  be  erected  or  purchased,  and 
further,  that  these  subscribers  shall 
represent  at  least  2,000  acres  of  crop 
for  each  10,000  bushels  capacity  of  the 
proposed  elevator.  These  requirements 
seem  to  be  reasonable  and  were  designed 
to  secure  and  retain  the  interest  and 
support  of  a  sufficient  number  of  actual 
grain  growing  farmers  to  insure  the 
success  of  the  local,  even  if  no  grain  other 
than  that  grown  by  shareholders  were 
handled  by  the  elevator,  and  further, 
the  feature  so  often  objected  to,  that  of 
requiring  a  guarantee  of  support  from 
the  farmers  of  a  district,  is  absent,  the 
self  intereiit  of  a  number  being  invoked 
to  assure  the  necessary  support. 

Your  committee  further  ascertained 
that  no  pledge  or  guarantee  of  any  kind, 
expressed  or  implied,  was  expected  or 
required  and  a  shareholder  had  as  much 
liberty  to  ship  his  grain  to  the  highest 
bidder,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  com- 
pany will  be  able  to  do  for  its  supporters 
at  least  as  well  as  any  other  company 
and  its  shareholders  will  realize  that  by 
dealing  with  their  own  company  instead 
of  a  rival  they  will  share  the  profits. 
The  management  of  these  elevators  is 
by  means  of  a  local  board  of  five,  elected 
by  the  shareholders,  while  the  whole 
system  is  under  control  of  a  central 
management  of  nine  directors  who  have 
complete  control  of  the  whole  system 
and  attend  to  all  the  work  of  selling  the 
grain,  securing  employees,  attending  to 
the  financial,  arrangements  and  a  score 
of  other  matters.  The  local  shareholders 
appoint  their  representatives  to  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  company  and  from 
these  representatives  the  board  of  direc- 
tors is  elected.  At  this  general  meeting 
the  board  have  a  full  report  of  the  year's 
business,  and  the  representatives  pass 
the  by-laws  and  attend  to  all  the  other 
work  necessary  at  an  annual  business 
meeting.  The  officers  are  elected  for 
three  years,  three  retiring  each  year,  so 
that  continuity  is  assured  for  the  work. 

The  financial  arrangements  are  pro- 
vided for  first  by  the  government  making 
a  grant  for  the  actual  organization  work 
necessary  to  enable  the  company  to  start. 


the  act  stating  that  at  least  25  locals 
must  be  organized  before  business  could 
commence,  and  then  the  money  for 
acquiring  the  elevators  is  secured,  first, 
by  the  shareholders  advancing  15%  upon 
their  shares  and  second,  by  the  govern- 
ment loaning  the  other  85%  for  this 
purpose,  taking  as  security  a  first  mortgage 
on  the  elevator  and  other  property  of 
the  company  at  the  point  specified,  the 
loan  being  repayable  in  twenty  equal 
annual  instalments  of  principal  and 
interest,  the  first  instalment  being  paid 
not  less  than  two  3'ears  after  the  elevator 
is  built,  thereby  assuring  the  securing 
of  a  crop  before  a  payment  becomes  due, 
and  the  rate  of  interest  is,  your  committee 
believes,  the  rate  at  which  the  govern- 
ment secured  the  money.  This  assutes 
the  company  a  plentiful  supply  of  capital 
at  a  low  rate  of  interest,  thereby  enabling 
this  part  of  the  overhead  charges  to  be 
kept  down  to.  a  low  figure.  If  the  com- 
pany decided  to  enter  into  other  lines 
of  business,  other  than  grain,  then  it 
would  have  power  to  hypothecate  or 
pledge  its  unissued  stock  up  to  85%  of 
its  value,  moitgage  or  pledge  any  of  its 
securities  to  secure  the  money  necessary 
to  transact  business. 

It  is  provided  further  that  the  profits 
will  be  used  up  by  paying  a  dividend  of  not 
more  than  six  per  cent.,  but  it  rests  with 
the  company  to  decide  whether  any, 
and  if  any  how  much,  of  the  profits  shall 
be  distributed  as  dividends,  and  the 
balance  can  he  divided  according  to  any 
one  of  the  several  plans.  Half  of  it  may 
be  divided  among  the  shareholders  on 
the  basis  of  the  business  brought  by  them 
to  the  company,  thus  arranging  foi  the 
co-operative  distribution  of  the  profits, 
or  half  may  be  paid  to  the  shareholders 
upon  the  basis  of  the  profits  of  the  par- 
ticular local  to  which  they  belong,  thereby 
assuring  a  profit  to  those  who  provide 
the  profits  by  supporting  their  company, 
or  the  balance  after  paying  dividends 
may  be  distributed  half  as  above,  and 
the  other  half  by  placing  to  a  reserve 
fund  which  would  be  xised  as  a  nest  egg 
in  a  bad  year.  This  distribution  of 
profits  would  take  place  after  the  expenses 
of  operation  and  maintenance  and  the 
amounts  due  the  government  on  mortgages 
had  been  paid,  and  the  plan  to  be  adopted 
would  be  decided  upon  by  the  annual 
meeting. 

Quoting  from  a  circular  issued  by  the 
Saskatchewan  company  dealing  with 
the  distribution  of  profits: — 

"It  has  been  wrongly  thought  by  many 
that  all  profits  and  losses  must  be  pooled, 
and  that  the  division  of  any  surplus 
would  be  on  the  basis  of  share  and  share 
alike.  The  earnings  of  all  locals  need 
only  be  pooled  until  operation  and  main- 
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tenance  charges  on  all  have  been  paid 
and  the  amounts  due  to  the  government 
have  been  refunded.  Of  course,  the 
basic  principle  of  a  co-operative  enter- 
prise is  that  of  union  for  strength,  and 
that  the  strong  or  fortunate  may  uphold 
the  weak  or  unfortunate.  If  the  policy 
of  share  and  share  alike  were  not  a  feature 
of  the  company  to  some  extent  it  would 
lose  half  its  usefulness  and  use  only  half 
its  opportunity.  But  to  follow  that 
policy  through  thick  and  thin  would  be 
to  almost  put  a  premium  on  carelessness 
and  disloyalty,  as  some  local  would  be 
sure  to  slacken  its  efforts  towards  success 
and  rest  on  the  assurance  that  the  others 
were  succeeding  and  that  it  would  share 
in  the  profits.  Therefore  provision  has 
wisely  been  made  for  a  system  of  dividends 
or  of  bonuses  to  be  divided  either  among 
the  supporters  of  each  local  according 
to  the  profits  created  by  that  local,  or 
on  the  basis  of  the  business  brought  to 
the  company,  or  of  the  shares  held  by 
each  supporter.  Is  not  such  an  arrange- 
ment eminently  fair  and  wise  and  does 
it  not  commend  itself  to  your  judgment.''" 

In  the  matter  of  liability  it  may  be 
stated  that  no  shareholder  is  liable  for 
more  than  the  amount  of  stock  which 
he  has  subscribed  for,  even  in  the  event 
of  the  failure  of  the  company.  The  by- 
laws of  the  company  deal  with  all  the 
matters  pertaining  to  the  management 
of  a  company,  and  give  the  board  of 
directors  power  to  engage  and  to  fix  the 
salaries  of  all  officers,  agents  and  employees 
and  to  define  their  duties  and  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  the  company.  It  was 
after  due  consideration  of  this  plan  and 
of  the  other  proposal  of  straight  govern- 
ment ownership,  under  which  the  people 
would  have  absolutely  no  voice  in  the 
management  or  in  the  method  of  trans- 
acting the  business,  that  your  committee 
decided  to  ask  on  your  behalf  for  a  system 
of  public  owned  elevators  where  the 
management  would  rest  entirely  with 
the  shareholders  themselves,  and  w^here 
the  government  would  assume  the  cap- 
acity of  financial  agents  to  the  extent  of 
advancing  the  necessary  capital  at  a  low 
rate  of  interest  and  take  as  security'  the 
elevators  upon  which  the  amount  would 
be  advanced. 

Committee's  Recommendation 

Your  committee  would  therefore  recom- 
mend : — 

1.  That  the  provincial  government 
be  requested  to  introduce  an  act  provid- 
ing for  the  incorporation  of  The  Alberta 
Co-operative  Elevator  company,  and 
that  this  act  be  based  as  far  as  practicable 
upon  the  one  now  in  force  in  Saskatchewan 
and  known  as  the  act  to  incorporate 
The  Saskatchewan  Elevator  company 
(assented  to  March  14,  1911). 


2.  That  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  charter  and  the  formation  of  the 
required  number  of  locals,  the  executive 
committee  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta  be  named  as  the  provisional 
directors,  with  power  to  take  subscrip- 
tions for  shares  and  to  receive  payments 
thereon,  to  organize  locals,  to  make  all 
necessary  payments  for  costs  and  expenses 
incident  to  the  sale  of  shares  and  the 
organization  of  locals  and  generally  to 
perform  all  acts  necessary  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  company. 

3.  That  the  government  make  a  grant 
of  six  thousand  dollars  (or  of  the  amount 
actually  required,  not  to  exceed  the  sum) 
for  organization  purposes. 

4.  That  the  head  office  of  the  company 
be  at  Calgary,  as  this  is  the  present  centre 
of  the  grain  trade,  but  with  power  to 
move  to  any  other  place  should  same  be 
considered  necessary. 

5.  That  the  government  be  asked  to 
accept  this  proposal  and  provide  the 
legislation  so  that  the  locals  can  be  organ- 
ized and  the  business  of  the  company  be 
established  in  time  to  assist  in  handling 
the   1912  crop. 

6.  That  the  executive  committee  press 
the  Dominion  government  to  secure 
either  an  amendment  to  the  Grain  Bill 
or  an  order  in  council  whereby  Calgary 
will  be  made  an  order  point  and  a  terminal 
point. 

7.  That  in  so  far  as  Alberta  is  con- 
cerned the  Grain  Bill  be  made  to  read 
that  an  elevator  operator  shall  notify 
the  owner  of  the  grain  in  store  of  his 
intention  to  ship  to  a  terminal  before 
shipping  instead  of  after  as  at  present, 
and  receive  the  consent  of  the  owner, 
so  that  he  may  have  the  opportunity 
of  stating  whether  that  grain  shall  be 
shipped  east  or  west,  or  stored  at  the 
local  terminal  at  Calgary,  if  such  is 
established. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


SEED  GRAIN 
COMMITTEE  REPORT 

The  following  report  of  the  Seed  Grain 
Committee  was  presented  by  J.  Quinsey: 

Gentlemen: — It  is  with  great  regret 
that  your  seed  grain  committee  have  to 
report  that  conditions  this  winter  are 
even  in  worse  shape  than  was  the  case 
a  year  ago,  and  the  need  for  some  prompt 
and  adequate  measures  being  taken  to 
enable  the  farmers  in  many  parts  of  the 
province  to  secure  seed  grain  was  never 
more  appai-ent. 

Dealing  with  the  supply  last  year, 
your  committee  can  only  voice  the  dis- 
satisfaction which  is  expressed  in  every 
direction  as  to  the  methods  which  have 
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been  adopted  in  the  past  for  the  handling 
of  this  grain.  The  expense  has  always 
been  very  great,  and  at  the  same  time 
there  has  always  been  a  vast  amount 
of  useless  labor,  while  on  much  of  the  grain 
which  has  been  brought  in  under  the 
system  adopted  in  the  past,  there  have 
been  many  complaints  owing  to  the  foul 
seeds  and  other  dirt  in  the  seed.  Besides 
the  system  adopted,  that  of  dealing  only 
with  farmers  or  firms  who  could  supply 
in  car  lots  meant  that  much  grain  that 
would  have  made  infinitely  better  seed 
was  practically  unsaleable  in  many  dis- 
tricts owing  to  the  fact  that  seed  grain 
w^as  shipped  in  by  the  government  in 
car  lots  to  supply  the  orders  received 
and  the  chance  of  securing  the  small  lots 
of  grain  held  by  the  individual  farmers 
was  overlooked. 

There  is  plenty  of  seed  grain  in  the 
country  this  year,  some  even  in  the 
districts  where  the  need  for  assistance 
is  going  to  be  most  apparent,  but  in  the 
majority  of  instances  this  grain  is  held 
by  individual  farmers  in  small  lots, 
running  probably  from  50  to  800  bushels, 
and  all  that  is  required  is,  first,  for  the 
farmers  to  have  the  grain  tested  for 
germination  purposes,  and  second,  for 
an  opportunity  to  be  made  to  secure  this 
good  grain  for  seed  purposes. 

A  large  number  of  samples  have  been 
sent  to  the  Government  Seed  Laboratory, 
at  Calgary,  during  the  past  few  weeks, 
and  too  much  emphasis  cannot  be  laid 
on  the  fact  that  it  behoves  every  man 
having  seed  grain  to  get  same  tested  for 
germination  at  once,  but  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  rouse  the  farmers  so 
that  this  test  will  be  made. 

Seed  in  the  Province 

As  to  the  distribution  of  this  grain, 
the  facts  gathered  to  date  would  tend  to 
show  that  all  grain  which  will  be  required 
for  seed  purposes  can  be  got  right  in  this 
province,  if  some  immediate  steps  are 
taken  to  secure  same.  The  trouble  is 
that  at  the'  present  time  many  of  the 
farmers  who  have  this  good  grain  are 
obliged  to  sell  at  once  with  the  result 
that  they  are  only  getting  feed  prices 
for  same,  and  the  grain  is  either  being 
shijjped  out  of  the  country  for  feed  pur- 
poses or  is  being  bought  up  and  stored 
by  people  who  intend  to  make  a  profit 
on  same  in  the  spring.  It  can  generally 
be  estimated,  also,  that  when  spring  comes 
and  the  need  of  seed  grain,  is  felt,  the 
places  which  are  now  getting  rid  of  their 
good  grain  will  be  the  first  to  receive  the 
usual  carload  of  sacked  seed  grain. 

Your  committee  believe  that  a  simple 
and  effective  plan  can  be  devised  for  the 
handling  of  this  business,  so  that  these 
small  lots  of  seed  can  be  secured  from  the 


individual  farmers,  cash  paid  for  same  at 
once,  and  arrangements  made  to  distribute 
the  grain  to  those  who  require  same  and 
take  the  necessary  security  for  payment 
of  the  accounts. 

Proposed  Action  by  U.  F.  A. 

Your  committee  believe  further  that 
any  plan  such  as  has  been  in  force  in  the 
past  will  never  work  satisfactorily  and 
as  an  alternative  would  suggest  that 
instructions  be  given  our  executive  com- 
mittee to  approach  the  government  and 
offer  to  undertake  the  securing  and  dis- 
tributing of  this  seed  grain. 

For  this  purpose  your  committee  would 
suggest  that  a  preliminary  grant  of  not 
less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  should  be 
made  at  once  to  the  association,  bonds 
if  necessary  being  given  to  the 
government  to  secure  this  sum  until 
such  time  as  certified  accounts  were 
presented  in  settlement  of  same,  that  the 
association  undertake  to  secure  these 
small  lots  of  grain  from  the  farmers, 
paying  cash  therefor  out  of  the  grant, 
and  securing  a  voucher  in  every  instance, 
and  that  the  grain  be  then  sold  to  those 
who  require  same,  taking  the  security 
which  would  be  considered  necessary  to 
secure  payment  of  the  account  and 
making  the  price  as  near  the  same  as 
that  the  grain  was  purchased  at,  after 
adding  the  actual  expense  of  distribution 
and  all  other  expenses  of  administration. 
Then,  at  the  end  of  the  season  statements 
could  be  made  up  showing  where  the 
grain  was  secured,  the  price  paid,  where 
delivered,  the  price  secured,  the  costs  of 
administration  and  all  other  information 
necessary  for  a  settlement  of  the  account. 

If  a  plan  such  as  this  could  be  worked 
out  and  would  be  acceptable  to  the 
government,  your  committee  believe  the 
result  would  be  that  better  grain  would 
be  distributed  to  the  farmers  securing 
same,  that  the  cost  of  the  grain  and  the 
administration  would  be  considerably 
lessened  and  that  better  satisfaction  would 
be  given  than  is  possible  under  the  present 
plan. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


PORK  PACKING 
COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Following  is  the  report  of  the  Pork 
Packing  Committee,  as  presented  by  Mr. 
E.  Carswell. 
Gentlemen: — 

Your  committee  appointed  to  look 
after  the  farmers'  interests  in  the  matter 
of  the  proposed  pork  packing  factory, 
beg  to  report  as  follows  :^ — 

Realizing  that  the  matter  of  the  Co- 
operative Pork  Packing  Plant  was  one 
of  the  first  subjects  taken   up   by  the 
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organized  farmers  of  Alberta,  and  realizing 
further  that  what  was  required  at  the 
present  time  was  united  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  farmers  in  order  that  the  govern- 
ment might  be  called  upon  to  fulfil  its 
promise  of  providing  the  necessary  finan- 
cial assistance,  an  effort  Xvas  made  to 
secure  a  sufficient  number  of  signatures 
and  guarantees  to  supply  hogs  so  that 
the  required  quantity  would  be  forth- 
coming. 

As  no  provision  was  made  for  any 
expenditure  of  money,  in  order  to  secure 
the  signatures  to  the  pledges  the  means 
adopted  was  that  of  a  circular  letter 
with  petition  or  guarantee  form  attached 
for  signature,  as  it  was  thought  that  if 
this  was  largely  enough  signed  to  warrant 
doing  so  then  meetings  could  be  arranged 
or  canvassers  could  be  sent  into  the 
different  districts  to  complete  the  canvass. 

This  circular  was  mailed  on  March 
31st  last,  and  the  result  was  very  dis- 
appointing indeed,  the  only  returns 
received  being  as  follows: — 

No. 

Signatures  guaranteed 
Teepee  Lake  Union    12  66 
Broken  Hill  Union       5  65 
Kitscoty  Union  .  .  .      3  15 


Eckville  Union  . 
Gil  by  Union .... 
Lorndale  Union 
Millerdale  Union 
Hiawatha  Union  .  . 
Iron  Springs  Union 
Moyerton  Union 
Cumberland  .  .  . 
Bellcamp  Union 
Durness  Union  . 
Penhold  Union  . 
Tring  Union   .  .  . 
Blackfoot  Union 
Brooksley  Union 
Ea.st    Clover  Bar 


18 


17 
10 
23 
15 
9 
9 


Union   29 


40 
124 

155 
80 
136 
200 
405 
310 
218 
,300 
305 
185 
197 

468 


216  4,280 
It  will  then  be  seen  that  out  of  the 
50,000  guarantees  required  only  4,280 
was  forthcoming  on  our  canvass  and  that 
out  of  our  total  membership  only  216 
are  interested  enough  in  the  proposal  to 
sign  guarantees.  Coupled  with  this  dis- 
couraging admission  must  be  mentioned 
that  fact  that  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
letters  were  received  which  stated  that 
farmers  would  not  sign  the  hard  and  fast 
guarantee  put  up  to  them  and  therefore 
it  can  be  taken  for  granted  that  the 
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Delegates  at  U.F.A.  Annual  Co: 


proposal  as  given  to  the  farmers  is  not 
satisfactory  and  that  any  further  canvass 
along  the  lines  already  followed  will  only 
be  foredoomed  to  failure.  When  the 
members  will  not  assist  in  the  appeal 
to  any  greater  extent  than  that  shown  in 
the  canvass  which  your  committee  at- 
tempted it  is  useless  to  try  and  take  the 
matter  up  further. 

That  a  co-operative  plant  is  necessary 
is  shown  from  the  fact  that  within  the 
last  few  weeks  a  rumor  has  been  circulated 
that  one  of  the  large  packing  firms  in 
Alberta  has  brought  into  the  province 
and  stored  at  its  plant,  presumably  with 
the  object  of  forcing  down  the  price  paid 
to  the  Alberta  producers,  15,000  dressed 
hogs. 

It  is "  generally  admitted  that  the 
quantity  of  the  hogs  in  the  province  at 
the  present  time  is  not  very  great,  and  for 
that  reason  the  guarantee  asked  would  in 
any  event  be  a  hard  one  to  secure,  but  it 
is  recognized  further  that  if  some  kind  of 
relief  is  not  forthcoming  the  supply  will 
be  further  diminished  as  the  prices  paid 
by  the  combine  will  not  tend  to  encourage 
a  further  production  of  the  commodity. 

Your  committee  regrets  that  the  failure 
to  secure  the  guarantee  is  so  apparent 


and  have  nothing  to  recommend  to  take 
its  place.  We  would  only  place  ourselves 
at  your  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
in  any  way  possible  the  further  encourage 
ment  of  the  hog  industry  of  the  province 
and  the  placing  of  same  on  a  truly  co- 
operative basis. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


DIRECT  LEGISLATION 
REPORT 

Following  is  the  report  on  Direct 
Legislation,  presented  by  E.  J.  Fream: 
Gentlemen : — 

At  the  last  annual  convention  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted: — 

"Resolved,  that  this  convention  do 
here  and  now  direct  the  secretary  to  draw 
up  a  petition  to  the  local  legislature 
requesting  that  a  measure  of  Direct 
Legislation  become  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  province  at  the  next  session  of 
the  House,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolu- 
tion be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every 
member  of  the  local  legislature  with  the 
request  that  they  support  a  bill  embodying 
the  above  request." 


n,  Edmonton,  January  16,  17,  18. 
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Before  preparing  the  petition  I  en- 
deavored to  secure  information  on  the 
subject  from  other  sources,  and  in  this 
connection  must  thank  the  Manitoba 
Federation  for  Direct  Legislation  for  all 
the  assistance  given.  After  securing  the 
necessary  information  a  draft  petition 
was  submitted  to  the  unions  in  the  regular 
monthly  circular  and  when  no  serious 
objections  to  the  proposal  were  received 
the  petition  was  prepared  and  submitted 
to  all  the  Local  Unions  of  this  Association 
also  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Local  Im- 
provement Districts  and  Agricultural 
Societies  of  Alberta. 

A  large  number  of  these  petitions  have 
now  been  returned  and  they  show  that  the 
demand  for  Direct  Legislation  is  very  keen 
throughout  the  country,  for  the  petitions 
are  very  largely  signed.  Besides  this  a 
copy  of  the  petition  was  forwarded  to  every 
member  of  the  legislature  with  a  request 
that  when  same  was  presented  in  the 
House  all  would  support  it.  Several 
answers  were  received,  some  bare  ac- 
knowledgements, some  non-committal, 
some  asking  for  further  information  on  the 
subject,  some  pledgin-g  themselves  to 
support  Direct  Legislation,  while  a  great 
many  members  of  the  legislature  ignored 
the  question  altogether. 

Full  arrangements  have  been  completed 
to  have  the  petition  presented  to  the 
legislature  when  the  House  reconvenes, 
and  in  the  hope  that  the  list  will  be  of 
use  in  further  work  which  may  be  carried 
on,  a  copy  of  same  has  been  kept  on  file 
in  the  Central  office. 

While  securing  information  on  this 
subject  of  Direct  Legislation,  many  diflfi- 
culties  were  encountered  and  the  mere 
presentation  of  the  petition  to  the  House 
will  not  achieve  our  desire.  In  fact  it 
will  only  be  the  start  of  the  fight  for  the 
overcoming  of  the  acknowledged  existing 
and  growing  evils  which  are  so  deeply 
rooted  in  our  party  and  legislative  system 
of  government.  It  is  daily  becoming  re- 
cognised that  the  power  and  responsibility 
to  propose  and  adopt  laws  and  to  condemn 
and  repeal  unwise  measures  passed  by  the 
legislature,  through  the  Initiative  and 
Referendum,  is  one  which  should  belong 
to  the  people. 

It  was  ascertained,  further,  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  Dominion  and  the 
Provinces  is  contained  in  The  British 
North  America  Act,  1867,  passed  by  the 
Imperial  Parliament  and  that  for  each 
of  the  Provinces  power  to  legislate  upon 
subjects  of  Provincial  or  local  concern 
is  vested  by  this  Act  in  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  Province.  These  sub- 
jects are  enumerated  in  the  Act,  and 
among  them  is  the  power  to  make  laws 
in  relation  to  "the  amendment  from  time 


to  time  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Prov- 
ince. " 

I  was  advised  by  the  Manitoba  Feder- 
ation who,  through  a  special  committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  made  an  ex- 
haustive study  of  the  question,  that  while 
the  provincial  legislature  has  the  power 
to  enact  a  measure  enabling  the  electorate 
to  suggest  and  to  approve  of  legislation 
proposed  by  the  electorate,  a  provision 
in  the  measure  that  such  legislation 
on  being  approved  of  by  the  electorate 
should  have  effect  in  the  same  manner 
as  a  legislative  enactment,  and  should 
not  be  subject  to  repeal  or  amendment 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly,  would  not 
be  binding  upon  the  legislature. 

It  is  not  thought  that  the  objects  we 
have  in  view,  (and  by  we  I  mean  all  in 
Alberta  who  are  desirous  of  seeing  this 
legislation  upon  the  Statute  books)  can 
be  fulfilled  unless  the  sovereignity  of  the 
people  as  a  legislative  body  is  fully  es- 
tablished and  unless  the  action  of  the 
people  is  independent  of  the  assent  of  the 
legislature.  This  is  particularly  necessary 
if  the  power  to  condemn  injurious  laws 
passed  by  the  legislature  is  to  be  real  and 
any  matter  so  suggested  should  not 
be  subject  to  the  legislative  control  and 
revision. 

The  Manitoba  Federation  has  drafted 
a  bill  which  provides  that  a  measure 
adopted  by  the  vote  of  the  electorate 
shall  take  effect  as  law  in  the  same  way 
as  a  measure  enacted  by  the  Legislative 
Assembly  and  also  provides  that  a  law 
on  the  Statute  Books  disapproved  of  on  a 
Referendum  shall  by  such  disapproval  be 
repealed,  with  no  power  to  the  legislature 
to  re-enact  it  except  by  consent  of  the 
electorate. 

To  clothe  the  Legislative  Assembly 
with  the  necessary  power  to  pass  a  bill 
such  as  is  proposed  it  will  be  necessary 
that  an  amendment  for  the  purpose,  to 
the  British  North  America  Act  by  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  shall  *be  obtained 
on  the  petition  of  either  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  Province  or  of  the 
electorate  of  the  Province,  and  advice 
was  received  that  the  constitutional  course 
is  by  petition  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
unless  after  request  made  to  the  Assembly 
it  declined  to  proceed  in  the  matter, 
when  petition  by  electorate  would  be 
proper. 

It  is  to  be  assumed  that  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  on  being  shown  that  it  is  the 
wish  of  the  majority  of  the  electors 
of  the  province  that  a  Direct  Legislation 
Bill  shall  become  law,  will  be  willing  to 
take  steps  to  secure  the  amendment 
in  question  and  that  it  may  be  advised 
of  public  opinion  probably  the  better  plan 
would  be  to  take  a  vote  of  the  electors 
as  to  whether  they  approve  or  disapprove 
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of  the  general  objects  of  the  bill  and  then 
if  the  majority  decide  in  favor  of  the 
proposal  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that 
the  necessary  amendment  would  be 
forthcoming. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  have  copies  of  the 
proposed  bill  and  of  the  reasons  for  same 
submitted  to  the  electors  so  that  they 
can  have  an  opportunity  to  study  same, 
and  then  if  no  other  way  is  in  sight, 
that  a  petition  asking  for  a  vote  such  as 
suggested  be  circulated  throughout  the 
country  for  signature.  Then  if  this 
petition  is  readily  signed,  provided  it 
was  thought  necessary  a  referendum  vote 
on  the  subject  could  be  taken  at  the  time 
of  the  next  provincial  election  at  very 
little  expense  to  the  province,  for  the 
machinery  necessary  for  the  one  election 
would  be  suitable  for  the  other. 

The  accompanying  resolution  has  been 
drafted  by  some  who  have  studied  the 
question  and  is  submitted  for  your  ap- 
proval. It  will  be  noticed  that  a  few 
changes  from  the  petitions  circulated 
throughout  the  province  have  been  sug- 
gested. The  main  one  is  providing  for 
biennial  elections  or  at  the  time  of  the 
general  election  on  Initiative  or  Referen- 
dum legislation,  except  where  the  legis- 
lature orders  otherwise,  and  the  reason  for 
this  suggested  change  is  to  reduce  the 
argument  used  by  some  of  those  opposed 
to  such  a  change  that  the  proposal  would 
be  too  expensive  to  operate,  and  that 
there  would  be  a  danger  of  tiring  the 
electors  out  with  too  many  elections. 

One  of  the  commonest  objections  is 
that  Direct  Legislation  would  do  away 
with  representative  government,  but  stud- 
ents of  the  question  state  on  the  contrary 
that  it  would  establish  representative, 
that  the  present  system  is  not  truly 
representative  and  that  under  a  system 
of  true  representation  the  different  parties 
and  vocations  would  be  represented  in 
Parliament  in  about  the  same  proportion 
as  they  exist  in  the  community. 

Another  objection  is  that  the  required 
number  of  signers  to  secure  an  Initiative 
or  Referendum  petition  is  too  small. 
That  is  an  argument  which  does  not  re- 
quire much  consideration,  for  a  glance 
at  the  population  of  the  province  with 
say  100,000  votes,  shows  that  even  to 
secure  five  or  eight  per  cent,  upon  a 
petition  would  be  no  small  undertaking 
and  that  the  originators  of  the  petition 
would  have  to  be  sure  of  their  ground. 

Others  have  advanced  the  argument 
that  the  proposal  is  too  new,  ,  it  has  not 
been  tried  out  sufficiently  and  that  the 
people  cannot  be  trusted  with  such  a 
measure,  but  against  that  the  following 
extracts  will  not  be  out  of  place. 

Buckle,  one  of  the  best  known  writers 
in  economic  and  political  subjects  says: — 


"No  great  political  improvement,  no 
great  reform,  either  legislative  or  execu- 
tive, has  ever  originated  in  any  country 
by  its  rulers.  The  first  suggesters  of 
such  steps  have  invariably  been  bold  and 
able  thinkers,  who  discern  the  abuse  and 
denounce  it  and  point  out  how  it  can  be 
remedied.  But  long  after  this  is  done, 
even  the  most  enlightened  governments 
continue  to  uphold  the  abuse  and  reject 
the  remedy." 

Lord  Salisbury  is  credited  with  saying: 
"1  believe  that  nothing  could  oppose  a 
bulwark  to  popular  passion  except  an 
arrangement  for  deliberate  and  careful 
references  to  any  matter  in  dispute  to  the 
votes  of  the  people,  like  the  arrangements 
existing  in  the  United  States  and  Switzer- 
land. " 

Professor  Lekky,  one  of  the  best  known 
British  historians,  says: — 

"The  Referendum  would  have  the 
immense  advantage  of  disentangling  issues, 
separating  one  great  question  from  the 
many  minor  questions  with  which  it  may 
be  mixed.  Confused  or  blended  issues  are 
among  the  greatest  political  dangers  of 
our  times.  The  experience  of  Switzer- 
land and  America  shows  that  when  the 
Referendum  takes  root  in  a  country, 
it  takes  political  questions  to  an  immense 
degree,  out  of  the  hands  of  wire  pullers 
and  makes  it  possible  to  decide  them  main- 
ly, though  not  perhaps  wholly,  on  their 
merits,  without  producing  a  change  of 
government  or  of  party  predominance." 

Some  say  that  the  proposal  is  too  new, 
but  taking  Switzerland  as  an  example 
it  found  that  during  the  past  thirty-seven 
years  of  trial,  the  Referendum  has  shown 
there  is  no  desire  among  the  majority 
of  the  public  for  hasty  or  partisan  legis- 
lation, yet  when  a  change — even  a  revolu- 
tionary change— has  been  placed  before 
them  and  carefully  explained,  they  have 
been  ready  to  adopt  it,  sometimes  against 
their  own  interests.  There  was  a  notable 
instance  in  1906,  when  they  adopted  the 
military  law  extending  the  annual  obliga- 
tory service  of  recruits  in  the  army  from 
45  to  65  days,  thereby  increasing  the 
military  budget  by  $2,000,000  per  annum. 

The  records  show  that  the  Referendum 
does  not  unduly  relieve  the  Swiss  Parlia- 
ment of  its  legislative  responsibilities. 
From  1848  to  1909,  although  hundreds  of 
bills  became  law,  there  were  only  thirty 
occasions  when  a  Referendum  was  called 
for.  Eleven  measures  were  thus  approved 
by  the  people  and  nineteen  were  rejected. 
One  of  the  last  and  most  important  tests 
in  Switzerland  was  in  1907,  and  concerned 
the  prohibition  and  sale  of  absinthe,  the 
whisky  of  Europe.  Of  890,000  electors, 
representing  a  population  of  nearly 
4,000,000,  240,000  voted  for  prohibition 
and  138,000  against,  so  after  the  lapse  of 


37 


a  year  the  measure  became  law.  The 
voting  on  that  occasion  occupied  forty- 
eight  hours,  and  took  place  throughout 
the  country  on  a  Saturday  and  Sunday  as 
required  by  law,  the  entire  cost  being  less 
then  $5,000. 

Fifty  years  the  Swiss  people  were  just 
as  badly  ridden  by  the  political  bosses 
and  the  corporations  as  we  are  in  this 
country  at  the  present  time.  But  since  they 
have  obtained  Direct  Legislation  they 
have  dethroned  these  modern  tyrants 
and  put  the  people  in  the  seat  of  power. 
They  have  nationalized  their  railways, 
telegraphs  and  telephones,  so  that  these 
public  utilities  are  now  operated  for  the 
service  of  the  people  and  not  for  private 
gain.  They  have  conserved  their  great 
natural  water  powers  instead  of  allowing 
them  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  greedy 
exploiters  and  speculators. 

Instead  of  paying  exorbitant  rates  to 
express  companies  for  small  parcels,  as  we 
do,  the  Swiss  people  have  a  government 
parcels  post,  which  carries  the  parcels  at 
cost.  These  are  only  a  few  of  the  practical 
benefits  the  Swiss  people  have  achieved 
by  means  of  Direct  Legislation. 

In  Canada  we  make  use  of  the  llefer- 
endum  to  a  large  extent  in  municipal 
affairs,  and  sometimes  take  a  plebiscite 
in  the  provincial  or  federal  afl'airs. 

The  Referendum  is  a  grown  up  plebis- 
cite. Our  legislators  may  disregard  the 
will  of  the  people  as  expressed  by  plebis- 
cite, a  law  passed  by  the  Referendum  can- 
not be  rejected  by  our  legislators.  The 
plebiscite  is  a  blank  cartridge,  the  Refer- 
endum is  all  ball  cartridge.  The  Initia- 
tive is  an  extention  of  the  right  of  petition, 
making  it  obligatory  upon  Parliament 
either  to  pass  it  a  law  or  submit  it  to  the 
people,  when  S  per  cent,  of  the  voters 
demand  it. 

I  am  afraid  this  report  is  rather  a  long 
one,  but  the  subject  is  big  and  it  is  hard 
to  deal  with  the  matter  in  a  few  words. 
The  resolution  which  has  been  prepared 
as  dealing  \\ith  the  subject  in  all  the 
details  is  as  follows: — 

"Whereas,  we  believe  more  democratic 
and  moie  truly  representative  government 
can  be  established  by  having  a  large 
measure  of  legislative  power  vested 
directly  in  the  people  through  the  Initia- 
tive and  Referendum  enabling  the  electois 
to  propose  and  adopt  laws,  and  to  condemn 
and  repeal  measures  passed  bv  the 
legislature  but  not  in  accord  with  popular 
opinion;  and, 

"Whereas,  we  have  full  confidence  in 
the  intelligence  and  capacity  of  the  people 
to  express  accurately  and  effectively 
a  wise  opinion  upon  all  the  important 
questions  of  state,  and  we  express  our 
sympathy  with  all  movements  calculated 


to  make  more  democratic  the  institution 
of  government;  and, 

"Whereas,  we  believe  the  primary  pur- 
pose of  all  government  is  to  correctly  voice 
and  enforce  popular  opinion  and  the  popu- 
lar sense  of  moral  justice  in  their  relation 
to  the  laws  of  the  country;  and, 

"  Whereas,  we  believe  the  Initiative  and 
Referendum  would  frequently  relieve  the 
government  in  the  solution  of  trying  and 
embarrassing  problems; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  this 
convention  go  on  record  and  declare  that 
in  the  opinion  of  the  members  thereof; 

"1st.  The  legislative  power  should  be 
vested  in  the  Crown  and  Legislative 
Assembly,  elected  by  the  people,  but  the 
people  reserve  to  themselves  power  to 
propose  laws,  and  to  enact  or  reject 
same  at  the  polls,  independent  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  and  also  reserve 
power  at  their  own  option  to  approve 
or  reject  at  the  polls,  any  Act  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly. 

"(a)  The  first  power  reserved  by  the 
people  is  the  Initiative,  and  not  more  than 
eight  per  cent,  of  the  legal  voters  in  the 
province  shall  be  required  to  propose  any 
measure  b}'  petition,  and  every  such  peti- 
tion shall  include  the  full  text  of  the 
measure  proposed.  Initiative  petitions 
shall  be  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  not  less  than  four  months 
before  the  election  at  which  they  are  to 
be  voted  upon. 

"  (b)  The  second  power  reserved  by  the 
people  is  the  Referendum,  and  it  may  be 
ordered  (except  as  to  laws  necessary  for 
the  immediate  preservation  of  the  public 
peace,  health  or  safety)  either  by  the 
Legislative  Assembly  or  by  a  petition 
signed  by  five  per  cent,  of  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  province.  Referendum  pe- 
titions shall  be  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly'  not  more  than 
ninety  days  after  the  final  adjournment 
of  the  session  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
which  passed  the  bill  on  which  the  Refer- 
endum is  demanded. 

"The  veto  power  of  the  Parliament  of 
Canada  may  extend  to  measures  referred 
to  the  people  as  in  the  case  of  any  act 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

"All  elections  and  measures  referred 
to  the  people  of  the  Province  shall  be  held 
at  the  regular  general  elections,  or  bien- 
ially  if  so  ordered  in  the  text  of  Initiative 
or  Referendum  petition,  except  when  the 
Legislative  Assembly  or  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor-in-Council  shall  order  a  special 
election. 

"Any  measure  referred  to  the  people 
shall  take  effect  and  become  law  within 
thirty  days  after  it  is  approved  by  a 
majority  of  the  voters  thereon  and  not 
otherwise. 
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"The  style  of  all  bills  referred  to  the 
people  under  Initiative  petition  shall  be; 
*  Be  it  enacted  by  His  Majesty  King 
George  V  (or  as  the  case  may  be)  and  the 
people  of  the  Province  of  Alberta.' 

"The  whole  number  'of  votes  cast 
for  all  candidates  at  the  general  election 
last  preceding  the  filing  of  any  petition 
for  the  Initiative  or  for  the  Referendum 
shall  be  the  basis  upon  which  the  number 
of  qualified  voters  necessary  to  sign  such 
petition  shall  be  counted.  Petitions  and 
orders  for  the  Initiative  and  Referendum 
shall  be  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly,  and  in  submitting  same 
to  the  people,  he,  and  all  other  officers, 
shall  be  guided  by  the  Alberta  Election 
Act  and  amendments  thereto  until  the 
legislation  shall  be  especially  provided 
therefor. 

"2nd.  That  a  plebiscite  upon  sections 
1  hereof  be  submitted  to  the  electors 
of  this  province  and  should  the  vote  be  in 
affirmation  thereof  that  the  government 
memorialize  the  Hon.  Sec.  of  State  for 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  Hon. 
Sec.  of  State  for  Colonies  of  the  Imperial 
Government  praying  for  an  amendment 
to  the  British  North  America  Act  in  so 
far  as  said  Act  prescribes  the  constitution 
of  this  province  so  as  to  vest  the  Legisla- 
tive power  in  H.  M.  King  George  V.  (or 
as  the  case  may  be)  and  the  Legislative 
Assembly  and  the  electors  of  the  province 
as  set  forth  in  this  resolution." 

A  copy  of  the  proposed  Act  is  also  on 
hand  and  can  be  submitted  to  you  either 
at  this  convention  or  by  a  circular  to  the 
members  if  you  so  desire. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


HAIL  INSURANCE 
COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Following  is  a  report  on  Hail  Insurance 
as  presented  by  Mr.  M.  E.  Sly. 

In  the  hope  that  a  summary  on  hail 
insurance  conditions  may  be  of  use  to 
the  members  the  following  extracts, 
dealing  with  insurance  against  hail,  have 
been  taken  from  the  Bulletin  of  Economic 
and  Social  Intelligence,  and  shows  how 
the  problem  is  being  handled  in  other 
countries.  This  report  shows  that  in- 
surance against  hail  made  great  advances 
in  the  last  part  of  the  nineteenth  century 
and  this  has  been  continued  up  to  the 
present  date. 

"At  the  beginning  of  J,he  century  in 
most  countries,  after  violent  h9,ilstorms, 
it  was  still  necessary  for  the  farmers  to 
have  recourse  to  begging  or  to  appeal  to 
charity,  while  now  there  are  numerous 
insurance  societies  through  the  activity 
of  which  thousands  are  profiting.  Hail 
does   not   strike   the   same  places  with 


equal  frequency,  so,  as  no  one  knows  on 
what  lands  or  what  crops  the  blow  may 
fall,  one  of  the  essential  conditions  for 
every  kind  of  insurance  is  realized,  that  is, 
the  uncertain  character  of  the  danger  to 
be  guarded  against.  Further,  the  damage 
that  occurs  is  absolutely  independent 
of  the  will  of  the  insured  and  the  possi- 
bility of  fraud  or  of  abuse  to  the  detriment 
of  the  insurer  is  therefore  excluded,  and 
this  circumstance  greatly  facilitates  the 
calculation  of  the  premiums  necessary  for 
compensation  for  losses. 

"It  is  stated  that  all  attempts  that  have 
been  made  up  to  the  present  to  prevent 
the  formation  of  hail  have  been  ineffective, 
or  have  not  been  tried  often  enough 
for  their  efficiency  to  be  guaranteed. 
The  main  reason  for  the  great  progress 
made  in  this  form  of  insurance  is  the 
seriousness  and  the  extent  of  the  damage 
produced  by  hail.  In  a  few  moments 
the  harvest  of  a  whole  region  may  be 
completely  destroyed  and  the  annual 
aveiage  loss  caused  by  hail  on  the  banks 
of  the  Rhone  alone,  in  the  south  of  France, 
is  estimated  at  nearly  $2,000,000.  The 
object  of  the  insurance  society  is  to  laise 
the  farmer  from  his  present  uncertain  and 
precarious  position  by  guaranteeing  him 
that  if  the  disaster  occurs  just  when  the 
crops  are  reaching  maturity  he  will  escape 
poverty  and,  at  any  rate,  ruin,  by  the 
receipt  of  their  equivalent  in  cash.  The 
process  employed  for  the  attainment  of 
this  end  is  the  yearly  collection  by  the 
insurance  societies  of  contributions  or 
premiums  trom  all  the  farmers  exposed 
to  the  risk  of  damage  from  hail,  to  be 
afterwards  apportioned  among  the  farmers 
suffering  by  the  disaster. 

European  Experience 

"The  calculation  of  the  premiums  is 
generally  based  upon  two  fundamental 
points;  the  frequency  of  the  hail  in  a  cer- 
tain locality,  and  the  more  or  less  suscep- 
tibility to  damage  on  the  part  of  the 
crops  cultivated;  and  that  this  part  is 
well  worked  out  can  be  shown  from  sta- 
tistics from  five  countries,  Germany, 
Austria-Hungary,  France,  Italy  and  Swit- 
zerland, where  in  1909  the  premium 
incomes  amounted  to  80,375,076  francs, 
and  the  compensation  paid  to  49,29.5,113 
francs.  The  rapid  progress  of  this  form 
of  insurance  is  based  on  two  causes;  the 
active  competition  between  the  two 
kinds  of  organizations,  insurance  com- 
panies limited  by  shares,  and  mutual 
societies  and  the  encouragements  on  the 
part  of  the  state.  With  few  exceptions 
the  business  is  cairied  on  both  by  com- 
panies limited  by  shares,  and  by  mutual 
societies. 

The  earliest  mutual  societies  adopted  a 
system  of  assessmen«t,  the  sum  necessary 
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for  compensating  losses  being  shared 
among  the  insured  at  the  end  of  the 
year  in  proportion  to  the  premiums  paid. 
The  system  gave  rise  to  many  difficulties 
as  the  farmer  cannot  calculate  in  advance 
the  cost  of  his  insurance  and  if  his  harvest 
is  preserved  intact  he  does  not  readily 
agree  to  pay  premiums  when  the  danger 
is  over.  The  societies  limited  by  shares 
had  the  system  of  fixed  premiums,  where 
the  farmer  pays  a  certain  premium  in 
anticipation  of  disaster  and  in  case  of 
loss  immediately  acquires  a  right  to  be 
compensated.  However,  the  companies 
do  not  always  compensate  entirely  for 
the  loss  sustained  and  in  the  worst  years 
the  reserve  fund  and  guarantee  are 
insufficient  for  compensation  of  the  losses 
and  the  compensations  are  in  such  case 
reduced,  which  means  that  the  insured 
themselves  must  bear  a  portion  of  the  loss. 
The  mutual  societies  are  now  adopting 
the  policy  of  collecting  a  provisional 
premium  at  the  beginning  of  the  financial 
year,  calculating  it  upon  the  average 
frequency  of  the  hailstorms,  the  society 
reserving  the  right  to  exact  from  its 
members  the  payment  of  a  supplementary 
contiibution  in  case  of  exceptional  dis- 
aster. 

In  Britain  and  America 

"In  England  the  business  is  not  a 
special  enterprise,  only  five  insurance 
companies  insuring  farmers  against  hail. 
There  are  no  mutual  societies  and  statis- 
tical data  as  to  the  operation  of  the  com- 
panies are  wanting.  In  the  Argentine 
the  business  is  also  done  by  companies 
limited  by  shares.  In  the  United  States 
in  1908,  there  were  about  2,000  local 
mutual  insurance  societies  occupying 
themselves  with  both  fire  and  hail  insur- 
ance. In  Norway  in  1908,  there  was  no 
insurance  society  for  this  class  of  risk, 
and  the  Norwegian  minister  of  agricul- 
ture attributes  the  absence  of  such 
societies  to  the  very  limited  extent  to 
which  cereals  are  cultivated.  In  Spain 
and  Portugal  the  damage  done  by  hail  is 
of  less  importance  than  in  other  countries, 
and  they  have  only  reported  two  mutual 
societies.  In  Bulgaria  and  in  Servia, 
insurance  against  hail  is  arranged  for  by 
the  state,  and  it  is  obligatory  for  all 
farmers. 

The  Bulgarian  System 

"Obligatory  insurance  was  established 
in  Bulgaria  by  law  on^  December  30, 
1895.  The  owners  of  wooded  lands, 
pasture  grounds  and  tobacco  plantations 
are  excepted  from  the  insurance  and  the 
tax,  and  all  farmers  are  obliged  to  pay  a 
maximum  supplement  of  5  per  cent,  in 
addition  to  the  land  tax,  foi  the  insurance 
of  their  crops  against  hail.    If  the  pre- 


miums collected  do  not  suffice  for  the 
compensation  of  losses,  the  compensation 
is  reduced  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  the  premiums  received.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  amount  of  loss  is  less  than  the 
total  of  premiums,  the  excess  is  put  to 
the  reserve  fund.  The  estimation  of 
damage  done  is  made  by  a  commission 
consisting  of  an  ■expert  agricultural 
scientist,  the  mayor  of  the  commune  and 
an  employee  in  the  department  of  direct 
taxation.  A  special  division  for  insurance 
alone  has  been  formed  by  the  minister 
of  agriculture.  The  state  paid  an  annual 
contribution  of  500,000  francs  to  the 
insurance  fund  from  1896  to  1903.  The 
premiums  collected  amounted  to  2,560,371 
francs,  the  state  contiibution  to  4,000,000 
francs,  and  the  damage  compensated  to 
10,636,273  francs.  In  Ser\ia  the  law  of 
November  15,  1905,  created  a  special 
insurance  bank  with  initial  capital  of 
1,000,000  francs.  Il  is  not  only  the  farm- 
ers who  are  exposed  to  risk  from  hail 
who  are  obliged  to  pay  insurance  pre- 
miums, but  all  who  pay  direct  taxes. 
For  this  purpose  16  rates  of  premiums 
have  been  established;  the. lowest  con- 
tribution is  20  centimes  a  year  for  those 
who  pay  10  francs  in  taxes;  the  highest 
contribution  is  20  francs  for  those  who  pay 
1,000  francs  or  more  in  taxes.  Kitchen 
gardens  and  vineyards  as  yet  providing 
nothing,  lands  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood of  towns  as  well  as  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  state  or  local  authorities  are 
alone  exempt  from  obligatory  insurance. 

Government  Supervision 

"In  most  other  countries  the  govern- 
ment has  endeavored  to  encourage  this 
form  of  insurance  and  for  the  attainment 
of  this  object  Germany,  Austria  and 
Switzerland  pursue  a  course  that  is  almost 
identical;  1.  The  creation  of  certain 
state  officers  charged  with  the  control 
of  insurance  societies.  2.  The  estab- 
lishment of  absolute  rules  with  regard  to 
insurance  contracts  in  order  to  saugefard 
the  farmers'  interests  and  to  hinder  the 
abuses  of  societies  that  offer  little  guaran- 
tee, and  consequently  to  increase  the  con- 
fidence of  the  public  in  insurance  gener- 
ally. 3.  The  grant  of  subventions  or 
the  creation  of  state  institutions  to 
compete  with  private  insurance  societies 
in  their  undertakings,  only  in  case  the 
said  private  societies  are  incapable  of 
covering  the  risks  in  a  given  district. 

"The  German  law  grants  the  insured 
four  days  in  which  to  declare  his  loss  to 
the  insurer  and  while  the  valuation  of 
the  damage  is  still  undetermined  the  farm- 
er may  only  carry  out  such  works  as, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  current 
agricultural  economics,  cannot  be  deferred. 
The  farmer  has  always  the  right  to  be 
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present  at  the  valuation  of  the  loss  and 
to  protest  against  it  and  appeal  to  the 
courts  if  he  judges  that  it  injures  his 
interests  and  does  not  correspond  with  the 
truth.  Many  of  the  German  states  have 
made  further  arrangements  guaranteeing 
the  insurance  societies  certain  sums 
annually  in  the  event  of  the  premiums 
collected  not  being  sufficient  to  pay  the 
compensations.  The  same  conditions  pre- 
vail in  Austria,  and  the  right  of  each  of 
the  contracting  parties  to  demand  that 
the  valuation  of  the  damage  be  deferred 
until  the  time  of  harvest  is  sanctioned. 
Further  it  is  established  that  parties 
cannot  denounce  the  end  of  the  contract 
within  the  normal  term  of  a  month,  but 
they  must  be  considered  as  bound  for  the 
whole  period  of  insurance  in  course, 
that  is  to  the  end  of  the  agricultural  year. 
In  this  way  the  farmers  are  sure  that  once 
the  contract  is  signed,  even  if  the  hail  fall 
frequently,  the  insurance  society  is  bound 
to  give  them  compensation. 

"Switzerland  also  provides  for  this 
protection  and  assures  to  the  insured  the 
full  returns  of  his  insurance.  In  France, 
Italy  and  Belgium  the  policy  has  been  to 
encourage  the  small  local  mutual  societies. 
Companies  limited  by  shares  are  regulated 
very  closely,  and  have  to  pay  a  guarantee, 
depending  upon  the  amount  of  their 
capital,  before  they  can  do  business. 
A  system  of  control  on  the  spot  for  all 
agricultural  mutual  societies  has  been 
organized.  The  legislation  is  based  on 
the  system  of  publicity;  that  is,  the  prin- 
cipal guarantee  established  by  the  law  to 
safeguard  the  rights  of  the  insured  con- 
sists in  the  publication  of  the  act  of 
constitution  of  the  insurance  societies, 
their  rules,  the  acts  modifying  the  societies 
or  their  rules,  and  the  publication  of  their 
financial  statements. 

"In  the  United  States  there  is  no  uni- 
form legislation  with  regard  to  insurance, 
the  laws  varying  from  state  to  state, 
and  this  is  also  true  of  Canada,  where 
the  intervention  of  the  authorities  varies 
according  to  the  province. 

"Dealing  with  losses  it  is  found  that  in 
1910,  the  State  Institute  of  Insurance 
against  hail,  created  by  the  Bavarian 
government  shows  an  average  of  losses 
of  1.42  per  cent,  of  the  sum  insured,  and 
the  instutute  was  able  to  pay  the  insured 
100  per  cent,  of  their  losses.  In  Austria 
a  bill  has  been  recommended  for  the 
compulsory  insurance  against  hail  in 
lower  Austria,  and  according,  to  the 
proposer  this  system  would  have  the 
advantage  of  stimulating  a  spirit  of  solid- 
arity among  the  farmers  of  the  different 
regions  obliging  those  who  inhabit  dis- 
tricts less  exposed  to  the  scourge  to  come 
to  the  assistance  of  the  farmers  more 
frequently  afflicted.    The   main  private 


company  in  Austria  was  able  to  pay  a 
dividend  of  7  per  cent,  after  paying  all 
losses  for  the  year,  but  unfortunately  the 
report  does  not  show  the  premium 
charged  for  the  insurance.  In  Italy 
during  the  years  1896  to  1909  inclusive, 
the  average  premiums  have  run  from 
4.0  to  5.2  per  cent,  and  the  average  of 
losses  from  54.0  to  44.1  per  cent.  Steps 
are  being  taken  for  the  establishment  of 
fixed  districts  which  can  combine  to- 
gether for  the  purpose  of  mutual  aid  in 
insurance  against  hail,  the  sum  necessary 
for  the  insurance  being  collected  by  the 
tax  collectors,  the  proceeds  being  turned 
over  by  the  minister  of  finance  to  the 
society  in  the  form  of  an  annual  subsidy. 
In  other  words  a  form  of  compulsory 
insurance  where  the  premium  is  collected 
by  the  government  and  expended  by  what 
might  be  called  the  mutual  society  formed 
by  a  number  of  communes  or  municipali- 
ties grouping  themselves  together." 

The  Alberta  System 

This  information  has  been  gathered 
from  the  bulletins  to  hand,  and  it  would 
probably  be  as  well  to  study  conditions 
in  Alberta  for  a  brief  space.  At  present 
we  have  only  the  one  plan  of  insurance, 
that  of  government,  and  it  can  be  said 
without  fear  of  contradiction  that  the 
system  as  at  present  administered  is 
satisfactory  to  no  one,  neither  govern- 
ment, farmer,  nor  business  man. 

When  the  business  was  first  established 
by  the  government  the  rate  of  premium 
was  fixed  at  10  cents  per  acre  for  $4 
indemnity.  This  was  raised  the  next 
year  to  15  cents  per  acre  and  this  rate 
stayed  in  force  for  a  number  of  years. 
Then  a  demand  was  made  for  a  graduated 
system  of  insurance  and  at  the  same  time 
the  government  announced  that  the  cost 
of  the  insurance  to  the  province  was  30 
cents  per  acre  for  $4  indemnity  for  which 
only  15  cents  was  collected,  and  that  the 
rates  would  have  to  be  raised. 

The  government  was  approached  to 
leave  the  premium  for  $4  indemnity  at 
15  cents,  to  arrange  for  further  insurance 
at  $6  and  $8  per  acre  at  the  actual  cost  to 
the  province,  that  is  45  cents  and  60 
cents  respectively.  This  proposition  was 
agreed  to,  but  when  the  bill  amending 
the  Hail  Insurance  Act  was  introduced 
into  the  House  instead  of  the  proposal 
which  had  been  made,  the  provision  for 
premium  was  at  20  cents,  30  cents  and 
40  cents  per  acre.  The  loss  that  year 
was  heavy,  many  taking  advantage  of  the 
$8  indemnity,  and  when  the  government 
was  again  approached  on  the  matter 
the  proposal  was  made  a  second  time  that 
the  rate  to  be  charged  this  time  should  be 
20  cents,  45  cents  and  CO  cents  respective- 
ly, but  again  the  legislature  met  and  no 
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change  was  made.  The  loss  that  year, 
1910,  was  heavier  than  ever,  so  last  year 
the  Act  was  once  more  amended,  this 
time  making  only  one  class  of  insurance, 
that  of  $4  per  acre,  and  the  premium  25 
cents. 

An  Unsatisfactory  System 

That  the  change  was  unpopular  and 
unsatisfactory  is  aoparent  to  all,  and  the 
system  in  force  during  the  last  season 
did  not  meet  with  much  favor.  Many 
complaints  have  been  received  on  the 
matter  of  administration  and  it  would 
appear  that  more  than  one  farmer  suf- 
fered a  great  injustice  over  the  actions 
of  those  in  charge  of  this  department. 
Acknowledgements  of  premiums  were 
slow  in  being  sent  out,  insurance  was 
cancelled  after  being  in  force  for  a  con- 
siderable time  and  in  some  cases  the 
premium  was  not  returned  with  the  can- 
cellation, and  other  complaints  were 
made.  Boards  of  trade  have  been  taking 
the  matter  up  during  the  past  few  months 
and  resolutions  have  been  passed  upon 
the  subject,  one  body  asking  for  an  in- 
dependent commission  to  make  a  complete 
investigation  and  another  asking  that 
private  companies  be  allowed  to  enter  the 
field.  In  conversation  with  the  managers 
of  some  private  companies  it  was  ascertain- 
ed that  one  of  the  objectionable  features 
to  that  method  of  insurance  is  that  the 
farmer  who  is  unfortunate  enough  to  be 
visited  by  hail  is  then  discriminated 
against  in  the  amount  of  the  premium 
he  has  to  pay  for  a  number  of  years 
thereafter,  and  that  the  companies  will 
not  take  more  than  a  certain  amount 
of  insurance  in  any  one  township,  for  the 
reason,  as  this  gentleman  remarked,  that 
if  there  is  heavy  loss  in  any  one  district 
the  company  will  be  not  too  hard  hit. 
The  average  premiums  paid  are  larger 
than  the  cost  of  insurance  in  Alberta, 
but  it  could  not  be  ascertained  whether 
any  money  was  made  from  the  business 
as  these  companies  are  conducting  both 
fire  and  hail  insurance  and  have  not  in 
the  past  kept  the  accounts  separate. 
It  would  appear,  however,  that  these 
companies  are  in  the  field  to  make  money 
for  their  shareholders  and  this  is  probably 
the  biggest  consideration  of  the  managers 
in  the  handling  of  the  business. 

Provincial  Plans  Proposed 

The  two  other  plans  which  have  been 
proposed  are,  first,  that  the  present  hail 
insurance  system  be  turned  over  to  an 
independent  commission  to  be  handled 
as  a  public  utility  and  run  on  a  business 
basis  in  the  interests  of  the  people,charging 
a  premium  for  the  insurance  which  will 
meet  the  charges,  and  second,  that  a 
compulsory  or  obligatory  system,  whereby 


all  agricultural  lands  shall  be  taxed  a 
certain  amount  and  the  proceeds  thereof 
used  in  payment  of  lo.sses,  this  latter  plan 
to  be  also  run  as  a  public  utility  on  an 
independent  basis,  thereby  following  the 
system  already  in  force  in  some  of  the 
older  countries. 

The  resolutions  which  have  been  sub- 
mitted are  numerous  and  varied,  but  with 
one  exception  they  have  as  the  basic 
principle  the  collection  of  a  uniform  tax 
on  all  agricultural  lands  for  this  purpose, 
and  it  can  safely  be  said  that  the  proposal 
for  compulsory  taxation  for  hail  insurance 
purposes  is  steadily  growing  in  favor 
throughout  the  country. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


LABOR  REPORT 

The  following  report  was  presented  by 
the  Secretary: — 
Gentlemen:— 

Following  the  instructions  issued  at  the 
last  annual  convention  for  a  special 
committee  to  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  organized  workers  of  the  province 
to  ascertain  if  there  be  any  mutual  ground 
on  which  to  work  out  our  common  in- 
terest. I  have  to  report  that  a  meeting 
with  the  executive  of  the  Trades  and 
Labor  Council  was  arranged,  and  after 
going  into  the  w  hole  question  very  thor- 
oughly it  was  decided  that  there  were 
many  points  on  which  it  would  be  advis- 
able for  the  organized  farmers  and  the 
labor  interests,  as  the  great  producing  and 
consuming  people  of  this  province,  to 
have  closer  communication  with  each 
other.  Further,  that  there  were  many 
matters  of  importance  to  both  classes 
which  would  be  strengthened  and  which 
would  have  a  better  chance  of  success 
if  the  one  body  was  supporting  the  other. 

The  rules  of  the  Trades  and  Labor 
Council  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Legislative  Committee  and  among  the 
duties  of  this  committee  is  that  of  devising 
what  legislation  is  necessary  for  the 
benefit  of  the  workers  and  submitting 
same  to  the  council  with  recommendations 
as  to  the  best  methods  to  adopt  to  secure 
legislative  enactment;  to  devise  ways 
and  means  towards  a  higher  education 
of  the  workers,  and  to  undertake  any 
other  thing  that  will  tend  to  enlighten 
the  workers. 

These  rules  alone  seem  to  suggest  a 
common  ground  upon  which  we  could 
work  together,  although  the  discussion 
which  ensued  showed  that  there  were 
many  questions  in  which  we  were  very 
closely  identified  at  the  present  time, 
such  as  Direct  Legislation,  the  Chilled 
Meat  question,  transportation  facilities 
and  many  other  questions  of  this  kind. 
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It  was  decided  that  each  committee 
should  report  back  to  its  own  Association 
and  recommend  that  arrangements  be 
made  at  the  annual  meetings  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  three 
members  from  each  society,  this  commit- 
tee to  be  prepared  to  meet  w  hen  required, 
or  even  at  stated  intervals,  and  take  up 
the  different  questions  which  are  interest- 
ing all  of  us,  arriving  if  possible,  at  some 
common  basis  upon  which  each  body  can 
work,  and  then  reporting  back  to  the 
executives  of  the  two  Associations  for 
approval  and  action. 

It  was  thought  that  if  a  step  such  as 
this  was  taken  the  result  would  be  of 
greatest  importance,  as  even  if  nothing 
further  than  this  was  taken  the  result 


must  be  the  elimination  of  the  feeling  of 
distrust  now  so  apparent  in  many  in- 
stances. 

It  was  thought  further  that  this  first 
step  would  result  in  future  in  the  possi- 
bility of  the  two  interests  co-operating 
together  in  many  matters  and  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  mutual  confidence  which 
must  necessarily  be  for  all  our  interests. 

I  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest 
that  if  the  arrangements  suggested  at  the 
meeting  above  referred  to  meet  with  your 
approval,  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  represent  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  in  bringing  about  this  closer 
understanding  between  the  labor  inter- 
ests and  the  farmers. 


TREASURER'S  AND  AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


Financial  Report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1311 

RECEIPTS 

Balance  on  hand  December  31,    1910    $   789  .26 

Annual  membership  fees   2,936 .  20 

Life  membership  fees    19.00 

Members  at  large   7 . 00 

Grant  from  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Co   1,500  .00 

Government  Grant   1,000  .00 

Donation  from  Roseview  Union,  No.  63   25  .  00 

Donation  from  Gwynne  Union,  No.  15   2.50 

Donation  from  H.  Sorensen   3.40 

Donation  from  H.  A.  Appelle    .55 

Donation  from  W.  R.  Harvey    .50 

Membership  buttons    231.40 

Writing  Pads  and  Stationery   37.50 

Receipt  Books   13.65 

Sale  of  Pamphlets   22 . 05 

Office  Supplies  for  Local  Unions    26.35 

Rent  of  Office  •   30.00 

Refund  for  dishonored  cheques   11 .85 

Sundry  receipts    2  .15 


Total  receipts    $6,658  .36 

EXPENDITURE 

Printing  and  advertising   $   953 .  65 

Membership  buttons  purchased    166.32 

Postage  account   428  .80 

Organizing  expenses    1,054  .21 

Officers'  expenses    903  .50 

J.  Bower,  Organizing  and  Expenses    $   474 . 95 

E.  J.  Fream,     Organizing  $175.90        Expenses  $  225.25 

W.  J.  Tregillus         "    97.80  "  77.00 

D.  W.  Warner  "    51.85  "  98.90 
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J.  Speakman    Expenses    $  32.55 

J.  Quinsey         Organizing  $20.00  "  35.85 

E.  Carswell  "    6.00  "  15.80 

J.  R.  Pointer    "  31.10 

J.  E.  Ostrander    "  15  .65 

P.  S.  Austin    "  56.70 

G.  S.  Long    "  22.25 

E.  R.  Hallberg    "  18.65 

M.  E.  Sly  "    6.00 

J.  L.  Langston         "    6.00  "  19.05 

E.  Griesbach  .  .    "  64  .40 

A.  Von  Mielecki    "  16.75 

P.  P.  Woodbridge    "    6.00 

G.  W.  Johnson         "    103.60 

R.  D.  Barre  "    86  .20 

T.  H.  Adair  "    80.90 

J.  A.  Lennox  "    11.76 

F.  Rack  "    6  .15 

W.  Linton  "    10.50 


$722.86  $1,234.85 
722.86 


Corresponding  with  totals  carried  out  $1,957.71 

Secretary's  salary  $1,200  .00 

Salaries  of  other  office  staflF   800 . 00 

Rent  of  office   277.50 

Membership  to  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture    100.00 

Records  of  case  before  Railway  Commissioner    106.33 

Office  Supplies  for  Central  Office  and  Unions    90 . 55 

Rent  of  telephone,  long  distance  messages  and  telegrams   59 .  80 

Express  and  freight  charges    61.64 

Office  furniture   50.00 

Convention  supplies,  Calgary,  1911   45.83 

Cheque  returned  and  charged  against  account   1 1 . 85 

Renewal  of  surety  bond   10  .00 

Electric  fittings  and  electric  charges   11. 15 

Rent  of  halls   5.00 

Rubber  stamps   3.25 

Sundry  small  accounts   17.20 


$  6,356.58 


By  balance,  cash  in  bank   $300.78 

cash  in  hand    1.00   301.78 

$6,658.36 


Edmonton,  Jan.  18th,  1912. 

I  beg  leave  to  certify  that  I  have  audited  the  accounts  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
of  the  U.F.A.  for  the  year  1911,  and  found  them  in  first  class  shape. 

The  attached  statement  will  give  you  a  correct  account  of  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures. 

M.  EUGENE  SLY, 

Official  Auditor. 
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Official  Minutes  of  Convention 


The  fourth  annual  convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  was  opened  in  the 
Mechanics'  Hall,  Edmonton,  on  Tuesday,  January  16,  1912,  at  10.30  a.m.,  with  the 
president,  Mr.  Jas.  Bower,  in  the  chair. 

In  calling  the  convention  to  order  the  President  referred  briefly  to  the  conditions 
which  had  prevailed  during  the  past  year  and  stated  he  was  pleased  to  see  such  a  large 
representation  at  the  convention.  He  then  called  upon  Mayor  Armstrong,  of  Ed- 
monton. 

Mayor  Armstrong  welcomed  the  delegates  to  the  City  of  Edmonton  and  conferred 
upon  them  the  freedom  of  the  city,  wishing  them  every  success  in  their  deliberations. 

Mr.  Martin,  vice-president  of  the  Edmonton  Board  of  Trade,  also  briefly  addressed 
the  delegates. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Crerar,  president  of  The  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Company,  was  then  called 
upon  to  convey  the  greetings  of  the  Manitoba  Grain  Growers'  Association.  Mr.  Crerar 
emphasized  the  need  of  the  work  which  was  being  undertaken  and  wished  the  conven- 
tion every  success. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Chipman,  editor  of  The  Grain  Growers'  Guide,  was  also  called  upon 
for  an  address  and  spoke  upon  several  matters  which  the  farmers  were  interested  in. 

The  Secretary  received  permission  to  make  an  explanation  in  regard  to  an  article 
which  had  appeared  in  a  local  newspaper  and  which  could  be  wrongly  credited  to  him. 

Mr.  Cox  moved  and  Mr.  Nathorst  seconded:  "That  the  explanation  as  made  by 
the  Secretary  is  very  satisfactory  and  that  no  further  action  be  taken  in  the  matter." 
Carried. 

President's  Address 

President  Bower  then  presented  his  address  to  the  convention  for  consideration. 

Vice-President's  Address 

Vice-President  Tregillus  then  presented  his  address  to  the  convention  for  consider- 
ation. 

Secretary's  Report 

The  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  was  then  read.  • 

Adjournment 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded  and  unanimously  carried:  "That  we  do  now 
adjourn  to  2  p.m." 

Tuesday  Afternoon  Session 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2.00  p.m.  by  President  Bower,  who  stated  that 
the  first  business  which  would  be  taken  up  was  that  of  the  annual  reports. 

Report  of  Board  of  Directors 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Executive  Committee  was  pres- 
ented and  read  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Warner. 

Report  of  Legislative  Committee 

The  annual  report  of  the  Legislative  Committee  was  presented  and  read  by  Mr. 
W.  J.  Tregillus. 

Report  of  Transportation  Committee 

The  annual  report  of  the  Transportation  Committee  was  presented  and  read  by 
President  J.  Bower. 

Report  of  Elevator  Committee 

The  annual  report  of  the  Elevator  Committee  was  presented  and  read  by  Mr. 
G.  W.  Buchanan. 

Considerable  discussion  ensued  on  this  report  and  several  questions  relating  to  same 
were  answered  by  members  of  the  committee. 

Report  of  Seed  Grain  Committee 

The  annual  report  of  the  Seed  Grain  Committee  was  presented  and  read  by  Mr. 
J.  Quinsey. 

In  the  discussion  which  ensued  on  this  question,  Mr.  J.  G.  Clark,  of  Irma,  made  an 
announcement  as  to  the  work  the  government  had  undertaken  in  this  respect. 
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Report  of  Pork  Packing  Committee 

The  annual  report^of  the  Pork  Packing  Committee  was  presented  and  read  by  Mr. 
E.  Carswell. 

New  Constitution 

A  discussion  on  the  proposed  new  constitution  then  took  place,  after  which  the 
meeting  adjourned  to  8  p.m. 

Tuesday  Evening  Session 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  President  Bower  at  eight  o'clock,  and  after 
remarking  that  the  first  business  to  be  taken  up  was  that  of  the  proposed  new  consti- 
tution, the  President  vacated  the  chair  for  the  consideration  of  this  question  in  favor 
of  the  vice-president,  Mr.  Tregillus. 

New  Constitution 

The  Chairman  stated  he  would  ask  the  Secretary  to  read  each  section  to  the  con- 
vention and  would  take  a  vote  on  same  before  proceeding  to  the  next  clause. 

Mr.  Miner  moved  and  Mr.  Cox  seconded:  "That  no  person  be  allowed  to  speak 
more  than  thriee  minutes  nor  more  than  once  to  any  motion,  further,  that  each  speaker 
must  address  the  convention  from  the  platform. 

^  Mr.  Jackman  moved  as  an  amendment  and  Mr.  Thompson  seconded:  "That 
each  delegate  be  limited  to  one  speech  of  not  more  than  five  minutes  on  each  motion, 
except  the  mover  of  a  resolution,  who  shall  have  ten  minutes  in  which  to  present  same 
and  five  minutes  to  close  the  debate. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

Mr.  Cox  moved  and  Mr.  Turgeon  seconded:  "That  all  speakers  must  address  the 
convention  from  the  platform." 

On  the  question  being  put  this  motion  was  declared  lost. 

Consideration  of  Constitution 

Section  1.    Adopted  as  read. 
Section  2.    Adopted  as  read. 
Subsection  (1).    Adopted  as  read. 
Subsection  (2).    Adopted  as  read. 

Subsection  (3).  Mr.  Henry  moved  as  an  amendment  and  Mr.  Warner  seconded: 
'  That  the  words  'political  action  for  this  purpose'  be  struck  out  and  that  there  be 
inserted  therein,  in  place  thereof,  the  words  'action  for  the  purpose  of  securing  Direct 
Legislation.'  " 

It  was  also  moved  and  seconded,  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment:  "That 
all  the  words  after  the  word  'business'  be  struck  out." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  and  the  amendment 
were  declared  lost,  and  the  original  motion  was  then  put  and  declared  adopted  as  read. 

Subsection  (4).    Adopted  as  read. 

Subsection  (5).    Adopted  as  read. 

Subsection  (6).  On  motion  of  Messrs.  Moore  and  Scott,  the  words  "and  just" 
were  added  to  this  subsection  and  the  question  was  then  put  and  declared  adopted  as 
amended. 

Section  3.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  4.  Mr.  Moore  moved  and  Mr.  Scott  seconded:  "That  this  section  be 
amended  to  read  'The  Association  shall  be  governed  by  the  annual  convention  to  be 
held  in  the  last  half  of  January  of  each  year,  composed  of  delegates  from  each  Union 
not  in  arrears  to  the  Association,  elected  in  the  ratio  of  one  delegate  for  every  twenty 
or  major  portion  of  twenty,  paid  up  members,  provided  that  every  Union  in  good 
standing  shall  be  entitled  to  one  delegate.'  " 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  defeated  and  the  motion 
adopted  as  read. 

Section  5.  Mr.  McKay  moved  and  Mr.  Hoadley  seconded:  "That  the  rules  of 
the  Association  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  a  new  Subsection  for  Section 
5." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  motion  was  declared  carried. 

Subsection  (1).    Mr.  McKay  moved  and  Mr.  Hoadley  seconded:    "That  Sub- 
section (1)  read,  'To  elect  a  chairman  of  the  convention.' 
On  the  question  being  put  it  was  declared  carried. 

Subsection  (2).  No.  1  in  notice  of  motion.  Mr.  Lively  moved  and  Mr.  Marlowe 
seconded:  "That  the  following  be  added  to  this  subsection,  'All  reports  shall  be 
printed  and  distributed  to  the  delegates  at  the  opening  of  the  convention.' 

On  the  question  being  put  it  was  declared  carried  and  the  amended  motion  was 
then  adopted  as  read. 
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Subsection  (3).    No.  2  in  notice  of  motion. 

Mr.  Henry  moved  and  Mr.  Sorensen  seconded:  "  That  the  words  *to  elect'  be  added 
before  the  words  'two  auditors.'  "  Carried. 

Mr.  Allan  moved  and  Mr.  Nathorst  seconded:  "That  the  words  'and  shall  be 
pledged  to  the  Initiative,  the  Referendum  and  the  Recall'  be  added  to  this  subsection." 
Carried. 

The  subsection  as  amended  was  then  read  and  on  the  question  being  put  was 
declared  adopted. 

Subsection  (4),  No.  3  in  notice  of  motion. 

Mr.  Kemmis  moved  and  Mr.  Nathorst  seconded:  "That  the  words  'and  on  forms 
supplied  by  the  Central  Office'  be  added  after  the  word  'writing.'  "  Carried. 

The  subsection  as  amended  was  then  read  and  on  the  question  being  put  was 
declared  carried. 

Subsection  (5),  No.  4  in  notice  of  motion.    Adopted  as  read. 

Mr.  Herbert  moved  and  Mr.  Nathorst  seconded:  "That  a  new  subsection  be 
added,  in  accordance  with  notice  of  motion,  to  read  as  follows: 

"If  any  officer  of  the  Association  during  his  term  of  office,  shall  accept  any  office 
or  employment  from  any  person,  business  firm  or  corporation  whose  interests  do  or  may 
conflict  with  the  U.F.A.,  he  shall  at  once  resign,  and  if  any  such  officer  shall  use  his 
position  or  influence  for  the  benefit  of  any  person,  firm  or  corporation  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  U.F.A.,  or  if  he  shall  by  his  actions  in  any  way  bring  discredit  on  the  U.F.A., 
the  board  of  directors  shall  on  receiving  complaint  demand  from  any  such  officer  an 
account  of  such  actions,  and  if  the  complaint  be  sustained,  such  officer  shall  be  suspended 
from  office  for  the  remainder  of  his  term." 

Mr.  Henry  moved  as  an  amendment,  and  Mr.  Martyn  seconded:  "That  the  words 
'do  or  may'  be  struck  out." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  lost  and  on  the  motion 
then  being  put  that  also  was  declared  lost. 

Section  6.  It  was  moved  and  seconded:  "That  the  first  words  be  made  to  read 
'The  railway  fare,'"  and  on  the  question  as  amended  being  put  it  was  declared  carried. 

Section  7.    Adopted  as  read.  » 

Section  8.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  9.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  10.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  11.    Adopted  as  read. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded:  "That  we  do  now  adjourn,"  On  the  question 
being  put  it  was  declared  lost. 

Section  12.    Adopted  as  read. 

Mr.  Nathorst  moved  and  Mr.  Cox  seconded,  "That^we  do  now  adjourn  till  nine 
o'clock."  Carried. 

Wednesday  Morning  Session 

The  president  called  the  meeting  to  order  on  Wednesday  morning  at  9.30  o'clock, 
and  called  upon  Mr.  Clark  to  make  an  announcement  regarding  seed  grain. 

Mr.  Clark  requested  all  the  delegations  from  the  different  Local  Unions  to  get 
together  and  give  him  an  outline  of  the  conditions  prevailing  in  their  respective  districts. 

The  president  then  called  upon  the  vice-president  to  take  the  chair  for  the  further 
consideration  of  the  constitution. 

Section  13.  Mr.  Miller  moved,  in  accordance  with  notice  of  motion:  "That 
Section  13  read  as  follows: — 

"  (a)  Any  person  wishing  to  become  a  member  of  a  Union  must  first  place  his 
name  with  the  membership  committee  who  shall  present  his  application  for  membership 
to  the  Union  for  acceptance  or  rejection. 

"  (b)  When  the  membership  committee  present  an  application  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  chairman  to  call  on  the  Union:  'Does  any  member  know  of  any  reason 
why  said  applicant  should  not  become  a  member.^'  after  which  the  chairman  shall  de- 
mand a  vote,  declare  the  applicant  accepted  or  rejected  as  the  vote  may  indicate. 

"(c)  Every  applicant  must  receive  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  for 
acceptance. 

"  (d)  Every  application  for  membership  must  be  accompanied  by  the  annual 
membership  fee  of  two  dollars,  unless  charter  members  where  Union  is  organizeti  by 
organizer,  of  not  less  than  one  dollar,  charter  not  to  be  open  more  than  four  months, 
half  of  which  shall  belong  to  the  funds  of  the  Association,  such  funds  to  be  forwarded 
quarterly  to  the  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Association." 

Mr,  Herbert  moved  and  Mr.  Sheppard  seconded:  "That  before  considering  further 
amendments  to  this  section  the  amount  of  membership  fee  be  fixed  by  the  convention, 
further  that  the  words  relating  to  the  membership  fee  remain  in  accordance  with  the 
notice  of  motion,  not  less  than  one  dollar.'  "  Carried. 
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Mr.  Hoadley  moved  and  Mr.  McKay  seconded,  as  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment:   "That  Section  13  read  as  follows: — 

"  Any  person  directly  interested  in  farming  may  join  a  Union  by  being  introduced 
by  a  member  and  paying  the  annual  membership  fee  of  not  less  than  One  Dollar.  Each 
application  shall  be  submitted  to  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Union  and  shall  only  be  accepted 
by  ballot,  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  members  present." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

Section  14.  Mr.  Miller  moved  and  Mr.  McKay  seconded:  "That  the  words 
'under  the  age  of  21  years'  be  added  to  this  section. "  Carried. 

On  the  section  as  amended  being  read  it  was  declared  adopted  as  read. 

Section  15.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  16.  -Mr.  Hoadley  moved  and  Mr.  Niddrie  seconded:  "That  the  words 
'on  the  membership  basis  of  one  dollar'  be  added  after  the  word  'term,'  and  that  the 
last  word  be  changed  to  read  'forwarded'."  Carried. 

On  the  section  as  amended  being  read  it  was  declared  adopted  as  read. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:  "That  Section  31,  relating  to  Life  Membership, 
be  now  discussed."  Carried. 

Section  31.  Mr.  Swayne  moved  and  Mr.  Bevington  seconded:  "That  the  words 
'or  Board  of  Directors'  be  struck  out."  Carried. 

On  the  section  as  amended  being  read  it  was  declared  adopted. 

Section  17.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  18.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  19.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  20.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  21.    Mr.  Wilton  moved  and  Mr.  Morland  seconded:    "That  the  words 
'or  the  complainant'  be  added"  Carried. 

On  the  section  as  amended  being  read  it  was  declared  carried." 
Section  22.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  23.  Mr.  Kemmis  moved  as  an  amendment  and  Mr.  Eckford  seconded: 
"That  Section  23  be  amended  by  adding  the  following  words  between  the  words  'elected' 
and  'the' — 'from»those  members  who  have  been  nominated  at  the  regular  meeting 
in  the  preceding  month  of  November  and  whose  names  must  be  included  in  the  notice 
of  meeting  sent  to  each  member  for  election  of  officers.' 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  lost  and  the  motion  was 
then  put  and  adopted  as  read. 

Section  24.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  25.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  26.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  27.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  28.    Mr.  Moore  moved  and  Mr.  Scott  seconded,  "That  the  word  'two' 
be  changed  to  read  'one.'  "  Carried. 

Mr.  Allan  moved  and  Mr.  Anderson  seconded:    "That  the  words  'Notice  shall  be 
given  through  the  mail  to  each  member  of  the  Union'  be  struck  out."  Carried. 

The  motion  as  amended  was  then  read  and  declared  adopted. 

Section  29.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  30.    Adopted  as  read. 
'  Section  31.    x\dopted  as  read. 

Section  32.    Adopted  as  read. 

Section  33,    Adopted  as  read. 

In  accordance  with  the  notice  of  motion,  Mr.  Lively  moved  and  Mr.  Thompson 
seconded:    "That  a  section  be  added  to  the  constitution  to  cover  the  following: 

"Whereas,  every  demand  of  the  U.F.A.  is  a  political  issue,  and  whereas  we  elect- 
mostly  misrepresentatives  every  four  years  or  thereabouts, 

"Be  it  resolved,  that  the  constitution  of  the  U.F.A.  be  so  amended  as  to  permit 
the  organization  to  support  an  independent  farmer  candidate  who  pledges  himself  to 
the  platform  of  the  organized  farmers  of  the  West  either  in  the  provincial  or  federal 
houses  of  Parliament." 

On  the  question  being  put  it  was  declared  lost. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  and  Mr.  Miller  seconded:  "That  the  notices  of  motion  given 
by  Three  Hills  and  Sweet  Valley  Unions  be  consolidated  to  read  as  follows: — 

"  A  member  will  be  accepted  as  a  paid  up  member  for  the  current  year  in  any  Union 
he  may  designate  upon  surrender  of  proper  credentials,  signed  by  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  his  Union,  but  before  such  credentials  can  be  issued  the  member  requiring 
same  must  have  a  receipt  showing  that  all  dues  and  assessments  owing  by  him  to  that 
Union  have  been  fully  paid  up." 

On  the  question  being  put  it  was  declared  adopted  as  read. 
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Mr.  Sheppard  maveJ  and  Mr.  Herbert  seconded:  "That  the  constitution  as 
read  and  amended  be  now  adopted."  Carried. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  and  Mr.  Sorensen  seconded:  "That  all  delegates  who 
register  shall  participate  in  the  pool."  Carried. 

The  conventionthen  adjourned  till  two  o'clock. 

Wednesday  Afternoon  Session 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  vice-president  at  2.15  o'clock. 

The  secretary  stated  that  he  had  been  requested  by  Mr.  J.  Bruce  Walker,  Com- 
missioner of  Immigration,  to  announce  that  the  government  will  take  care  of  all  the 
homesteaders  on  unpatented  lands  whose  crops  had  been  lost  and  who  are  unable  to 
provide  seed  grain,  taking  a  lien  on  the  homestead  for  the  amount  advanced,  further 
that  so  far  as  it  was  practicable  it  was  the  intention  to  carry  out  the  suggestion  made  by 
the  convention  for  the  securing  of  the  grain,  quality  and  price  being  equal. 

Report  on  Direct  Legislation 

The  secretary  then  presented  a  report  on  Direct  Legislation. 

Mr.  Miner  moved  and  Mr.  Nathorst  seconded:  "That  the  report  and  resolution 
as  presented  to  the  resolution  in  the  report  on  Direct  Legislation  be  adopted. "  Carried. 

Election  of  Ofl&cers 

The  chairman  then  vacated  the  chair  in  favor  of  the  secretary,  who  called  for 
nominations  for  president. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Tregillus  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Quinsey  and  Thompson. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Warner  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Jamieson  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  J.  Bower  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Comer  and  Bodwell. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close."  Carried. 

The  candidates  were  then  called  upon  to  express  themselves,  Messrs.  Tregillus  and 
Warner  accepting  the  nomination  and  Mr.  Bower  securing  the  consent  of  his  nominees 
to  withdraw. 

The  chairman  nominated  as  the  scrutineers  for  the  election,  Messrs.  Herbert, 
Jackman,  Swayne  and  Campbell. 

Report  on  Hail  Insurance 

While  the  scrutineers  were  collecting  the  ballots,  Mr.  M.  E.  Sly  presented  a  report 
on  Hail  Insurance. 

Result  of  Vote 

The  chairman  announced  that  Mr.  W.  J.  Tregillus  had  received  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  and  was  therefore  elected  president,  and  Mr.  Warner  immediately  moved, 
seconded  by  Mr.  McLeod:    "That  the  election  of  Mr.  Tregillus  be  made  unanimous." 

On  the  question  being  put  it  was  declared  unanimously  carried  and  Mr.  Warner 
was  warmly  applauded  for  the  action  he  had  taken  in  this  matter. 

The  newly  elected  president  then  took  the  chair  and  thanked  the  members  for  the 
honor  they  had  conferred  upon  him. 

Nominations  for  Vice-Presidents 

•  The  president  then  called  for  nominations  for  vice-president,  and  the  following  were 

placed  before  the  convention: 

Mr.  J.  Quinsey,  by  Messrs.  Allan  and  McNeice. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Warner,  by  Messrs.  Greening  and  Kewley. 

Mr.  M.  E.  Sly,  by  Messrs.  Boissevain  and  Sorensen. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Buchanan,  by  Messrs.  Henderson  and  Nathorst. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Jackman,  by  Messrs.  Ball  and  Thompson. 

Mr.  E.  Carswell,  by  Messrs.  Comer  and  Bodwell. 

Mr.  G.  Bevington,  by  Messrs.  Rodwell  and  Gagne. 

Mr.  A.  Cochran,  by  Messrs.  Whiteside  and  Miller. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Pointer,  by  Messrs.  Turgeon  and  Kewley. 

Mr.  R.  Sheppard,  by  Messrs.  Calder  and  Von  Mielecki. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Turgeon  ,by  Messrs.  Wells  and  McKay. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Clark,  by  Messrs.  McAllister  and  Elliott. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close."  Carried. 

A  ballot  was  ordered  and  while  same  was  being  printed,  the  candidates  were  given 
an/opportunity  to  address  the  convention.  All  candidates  accepted  the  nomination 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Sheppard  who  secured  permission  to  withdraw  his  name. 
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Honorary  President  Elected 

Mr.  Kemmis  moved  and  Mr.  McAllister  seconded:  "That  Mr.  James  Bower,  our 
retiring  president,  be  elected  an  honorary  president  of  the  Association.  Carried  un- 
animously and  with  musical  honors. 

Mr.  Bower  briefly  thanked  the  convention  for  this  mark  of  appreciation  which  had 
been  bestowed  upon  him. 

Notice  of  Motion 

Mr.  Kemmis  gave  notice  of  motion  that  at  the  next  convention  he  would  move 
that  a  section  be  added  to  the  constitution  providing  that  retiring  presidents  of  the 
Association  shall  become  honorary  presidents. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  and  carried,  "That  we  do  now  adjourn  till  eight 
o'clock." 

Wednesday  Evening  Session 

The  president  called  the  convention  to  order  at  K.15  o'clock,  and  stated  that  as  the 
new  constitution  was  now  in  force  it  might  be  as  well  to  elect  a  chairman  of  the  con- 
vention. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  and  Mr.  Sorensen  seconded:  "That  the  meeting  do  now 
nominate  a   convention   chairman."  Carried. 

Mr.  Anderson  moved  and  Mr.  Moore  seconded:  "That  Mr.  G.  Hoadley  be  elected 
chairman  of  the  convention." 

There  being  no  other  nominations,  Mr.  Hoadley  was  declared  elected  and  took  the 
chair. 

Election  of  Vice-Presidents 

The  chairman  nominated  Messrs.  Austin,  Swayne,  Henderson  and  Campbell  to 
act  as  scrutineers  for  the  remainder  of  the  elections. 

The  ballots  for  vice-presidents  were  then  distributed,  and  while  same  were  )cing 
counted  the  chairman  called  upon  the  principal  of  the  Edmonton  High  School  for  a  short 
address. 

Mr.  Chipman  also  addressed  the  convention  on  the  subject  of  the  formation  of  a 
Woman's  Home  Club. 

The  chairman  then  declared  the  result  of  the  election  as  follows: 
Mr.  A.  Cochran. 
Mr.  D.  W.  Warner. 
Mr.  M.  E.  Sly. 
Mr.  J.  Quinsey. 

The  chairman  declared  that  these  gentlemen  had  been  elected  in  the  order  named 
by  a  clear  majority  vote  over  all  candidates. 

Elections  for  District  Directors 

(Victoria  Constituency) 
Mr.  P.  S.  Austin  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Farrell  and  Jackman. 
It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close,"  and  upon  the 
question  being  put  and  carried,  Mr.  Austin  was  declared  unanimously  elected. 

(Edmonton  Constituency) 
Mr.  G.  S.  Long  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Warner  and  Parrot. 
Mr.  G.  Bevington  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Clare  and  Seegart. 
It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close. "  Carried. 
On  the  ballot  being  taken  and  the  vote  counted,  the  chairman  declared  Mr.  G. 
Bevington  elected. 

(Strathcona  Constituency) 
Mr.  J.  R.  Pointer  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Miner  and  Peets. 
Mr.  J.  G.  Clark  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Ball  and  Elliott. 
It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close."  Carried. 
On  the  ballot  being  taken  and  the  vote  counted,  the  chairman  declared  Mr.  J.  R. 
Pointer  elected. 

(Red  Deer  Constituency) 
Mr.  E.  Carswell  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Buckingham  and  McNeice. 
It  was  moved  and  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried:    "That  nominations  do 
now  close,"  and  Mr.  Carswell  was  therefore  declared  elected  by  the^chairman. 
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(Calgary  Constituency) 

Mr.  H.  Sorensen  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Boissevain  and  Petter. 
Mr.  W.  Munro  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Von  Mielecki  and  Pole. 
It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close."  Carried. 
On  the  ballot  being  taken  and  the  vote  counted,  the  chairman  declared  Mr.  H. 
Sorensen  elected. 

(Macleod  Constituency) 

Mr.  G.  Malchow  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Arnstead  and  Berg. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Buchanan  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  McLean  and  Main. 
It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close."  Carried. 
On  the  ballot  being  taken  and  the  vote  counted,  the  chairman  declared  Mr.  Buch- 
anan elected. 

(Medicine  Hat  Constituency) 

Mr.  W.  L.  Misensol  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Hough  and  Macomber. 
Mr.  W.  S.  Henry  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Slattery  and  Clark. 
It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close."  Carried. 
On  the  ballot  being  taken  and  the  vote  counted,  the  chairman  declared  Mr.  Henry 
elected. 

Auditors 

Mr.  C.  Marlow  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Jackman  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Wingate  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Sloane  and  Rodwell. 

Mr.  L.  L.  Pound  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  McLeod  and  Swayne. 

On  the  ballot  being  taken  and  the  vote  counted,  the  chairman  declared  Messrs. 
Marlow  and  Wingate  elected. 

The  chairman  stated  that  the  next  order  of  business  would  be  the  consideration  of 
resolutions. 

Hail  Insurance 

Mr.  Malchow  moved  and  Mr.  Morland  seconded:  "That  this  convention  is  in 
favor  of  a  compulsory  land  tax  for  hail  insurance,  all  lands  to  be  taxed  at  an  equal  rate. 
The  details  of  the  scheme  in  all  particulars  to  be  worked  out  by  an  expert  committee 
of  the  U.F.A.,  working  in  conjunction  with  the  government." 

Mr.  Hackman  moved  as  an  amendment,  and  Mr.  Ottewell  seconded:  "That  the 
words  *at  an  equal  rate'  be  struck  out." 

Mr.  Nathorst  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Cox  seconded: 
"That  this  convention  is  in  favor  of  recommending  to  the  government  the  formation 
of  districts  in  Alberta  for  the  purpose  of  hail  insurance,  such  districts  to  be  compulsory 
hail  insurance  districts  on  a  majority  vote  to  be  taken  in  said  district  and  the  fund  for 
the  paying  of  said  insurance  to  be  paid  by  a  compulsory  tax  on  all  land  values  in  said 
district. 

The  chairman  stated  that  the  original  resolution  was  one  which  has  been  prepared 
by  the  resolution  committee  to  replace  resolutions  presented  by  Strathmore,  Clover 
Bar,  Fertile  Plains,  Pincher  Creek,  White  Lake,  Strome,  Gleichen,  Hardisty,  Stettler, 
Carnforth,  Claresholm,  Five  Mile,  Edmonton  and  Foreman  Unions. 

On  the  question  being  put,  the  chairman  declared  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment and  the  amendment  both  defeated,  and  the  original  motion  was  then  put  and  car- 
ried, the  vote  being  96  for  the  motion  and  56  against. 

The  convention  was  then  declared  adjourned  until  Thursday  morning  at  nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday  Morning  Session 

The  chairman  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  9.30  o'clock. 

Elevators 

Mr.  Sheppard  moved  and  Mr.  Malchow  seconded:  "That  the  report  of  the 
Elevator  Committee  be  adopted  and  that  the  executive  be  instructed  to  press  with  vigor 
the  recommendations  contained  in  that  report,  so  that  they  can  be  brought  into  effect 
at  an  early  date." 

The  chairmg^n  reported  that  the  resolution  as  proposed  was  one  drafted  by  the 
resolution  committee  to  replace  resolutions  forwarded  by  Wheatland  Centre,  Chauvin, 
Hardisty,  Kasimir,  Claresholm,  Five  Mile,  Ribstone,  Red  Deer  and  Durness  Unions. 

On  the  question  being  put  it  was  declared  unanimously  adopted. 
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The  following  resolutions  were  submitted  to  the  convention: — 

(a)  West  Salisbury  Union: 

"Resolved,  that  the  West  Salisbury  Union  of  the  U.F.A.  No.  323  consider  that  the 
interest  the  people  are  obliged  to  pay  on  farm  loans  is  too  high,  and  places  a  heavy  and 
unjust  burden  upon  the  settlers  and  retards  the  progress  of  the  country,  and  that  this 
Union  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  government  loaning  money  to  the  settlers  on  the  New 
Zealand  plan;  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  mailed  to  th%  secretary  of  the  U.F.A., 
and  be  presented  at  the  convention  to  be  held  in  Edmonton  for  their  consideration." 

(b)  Good  Hope  Union: 

"Resolved,  that  the  convention  impress  upon  the  government  the  advisa,bility of 
the  government  borrowing  certain  sums  of  money  at  a  cheap  rate  and  relending  the 
same  to  farmers  at  such  a  rate  of  interest  that  will  just  cover  the  cost  of  such  transactions. 

(c)  Wheatland  Centre  Union: 

"Whereas  the  farmers  of  Alberta  are  greatly  handicapped  in  their  work  because  of 
lack  of  funds,  and  consequently  the  development  of  the  country  retarded,  and 

"Whereas,  the  government,  believing  it  would  materially  aid  in  the  building  up  of 
the  country  and  be  for  the  general  good,  has  made  grants  of  land,  money,  etc.,  to  the 
railroads,  therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  that  we,  the  members  of  Wheatland  Centre  Local  No.  109,  feeling 
that  the  farmers  of  Alberta  are  equally  as  deserving  of  help  as  the  railroads,  respectfully 
urge  the  annual  convention  to  instruct  our  executive  officers  to  use  their  best  efiForts  to 
have  the  government  secure  money  and  loan  it  to  the  farmers  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest 
than  now  charged  by  the  banks." 

(d)  Durness  Union: 

"Resolved,  that  the  provincial  government  make  provision  for  procuring  funds, 
to  be  loaned  to  farmers  at  a  reasonable  rate  of  interest." 

(e)  Tofield-Kingman  Union: 

"Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Dominion  government  be  asked  to  enact  lav/s  through 
legislation  which  will  permit  it  to  go  into  the  banking  business  and  loan  money  to  the 
people  at  a  minimum  rate  of  interest." 

Mr.  CoK  moved  and  Mr.  Nathorst  seconded,  as  an  amendment  to  the  above  reso 
lutions i^-'^rhat  the  executive  committee  be  instructed  to  press  with  the  utmost  vigo^ 
upon  the  government  the  matter  of  the  government  securing  money  on  the  credit  of  the 
province  and  advancing  same  to  the  settlers  on  security  at  a  reasonable  rate  of  interest, 
as  the  present  system  of  loaning  money  in  the  province  is  placing  too  heavy  a  burden 
upon  the  settlers.  Further,  that  the  executive  prepare  a  synopsis  of  the  system  of 
loaning  money  adopted  in  New  Zealand  and  other  countries  and  submit  same  to  the 
members  so  that  they  may  become  conversant  with  this  plan."^#*^ 

On  the  question  being  put  this  amendment  was  declaredunanimously  carried. 

Cars  and  Demurrage 

Mr.  Nathorst  moved  and  Mr.  McKay  seconded:  "That  all  resolutions  bearing 
on  freight  rates:  Size,  condition,  bulk-heading,  moving  of  cars  and  reciprocal  de- 
murrage, be  referred  to  the  executive  to  be  brought  before  the  railway  commission  at 
their  sitting  soon  to  be  held  in  the  West. 

"  Further,  that  this  convention  heartily  endorse  the  stand  taken  by  various  public 
bodies  and  newspapers  in  the  West  looking  to  the  bettering  of  conditions  along  these 
lines." 

The  chairman  announced  that  the  above  resolution  was  a  composite  one  prepared 
by  the  resolution  committee  to  cover  resolutions  received  from  Claresholm  Five  Mile, 
Cornucopia,  Red  Deer,  Big  Hill,  Penhold,  Stettler  Unions. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  resolution  was  declared  carried. 

Railways 

Mr.  Sheppard  moved  and  Mr.  Ash  worth  seconded:  "That  this  convention  is  in 
favor  of  government  ownership  and  operation  of  railways  as  opposed  to  corporations 
or  private  ownership,  assisted  by  a  guarantee  of  bonds;  and  that  a  government-owned 
system  under  the  control  of  an  independent  commission  is  preferable." 

The  chairman  announced  that  the  above  resolution  had  been  prepared  by  the 
resolution  committee  to  cover  resolutions  received  from  Edmonton,  Spruce  Grove 
Centre,  West  Salisbury  Unions  and  W.  R.  Ball. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  resolution  as  presented  was  declared  unanimously 
carried. 
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Levying  Taxes 

A  resolution  suggested  by  Wolf  Hill  Union  relating  to  the  levying  of  taxes  was  on 
account  of  the  unconstutionality  of  same,  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Swayne  and  Campbell, 
tabled. 

Mr.  Sheppard  moved  and  Mr.  Beeley  seconded:  "That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Association  it  is  desirable  that  all  farm  lands  in  Alberta  situate  in  school  districts, 
whether  in  rural,  village  or  town  districts,  should  be  assessed  on  a  uniform  basis,  pre- 
ferably on  the  plan  for  the  taxation  of  land  values."  Carried. 

Resolutions  presented  by  Durness  Union  and  Streamstown  Union  were  presented, 
and  Mr.  Warner  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Campbell:  "That  this  convention  place  itself 
on  record  as  being  strongly  in  favor  of  the  system  of  taxation  of  land  values  for  all  kinds 
of  taxation  in  this  province,  further  that  the  executive  press  upon  the  government 
the  advisability  of  placing  an  extra  tax  on  the  unearned  increment  on  all  unoccupied  and 
unutilized  lands  in  the  province."  Carried. 

The  Tariflf 

Mr.  Miller  moved  and  Mr.  Sorensen  seconded:  "Whereas,  under  shelter  of  the 
protective  tariff  Canadian  manufacturers  add  the  tariff  tax  to  the  selling  price  of  their 
product; 

"And,  whereas,  all  duty  paid  upon  foreign  imports  goes  into  the  public  treasury 
to  be  used  for  public  purposes; 

"And,  whereas,  we  do  not  believe  that  Canadian  manufacturers  need  any  tariff 
protection; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  protest  against 
the  tribute  levied  upon  them  by  manufacturers  of  farm  machinery  and  implements, 
cottons,  woollens  and  cement,  and  advocate  that  their  members,  if  they  must  pay  a 
tariff  tax  pay  it  into  the  public  treasury  and  not  into  private  pockets."  Carried. 

Seed  Grain 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  and  Mr.  Quinsey  seconded:  "That  the  convention  endorse 
the  recommendations  of  the  Seed  Grain  Committee,  and  that  the  Executive  Committee 
is  hereby  instructed  to  put  forth  their  utmost  efforts  to  secure  the  acceptance  of  same 
at  once. " 

The  chairman  announced  that  this  resolution  had  been  prepared  by  the  resolution 
committee  to  replace  resolutions  submitted  by  Stretton  Union,  and  on  the  question  being 
put  the  resolution  as  read  was  declared  adopted. 

Relating  to  Coal  Mines 

By  Wheatland  Centre  Union  No.  109: 
"Whereas,  coal  is  a  public  necessity;  and, 

"  Whereas,  the  working  men  and  general  public  suffer  great  inconvenience  and 
hardship  through  certain  conditions  that  prevail  at  the  coal  mines  while  owned  by  private 
parties  and  run  solely  for  the  profit  of  a  few  individuals;  and, 

"  Whereas,  the  owners  at  all  times  have  neglected  to  provide  sufficient  protection 
for  the  life  and  health  of  the  men  employed  therein; 

"It  is  hereby  resolved,  that  the  government  be  urged  to  institute  condemnation 
proceedings  against  all  coal  mines  where  the  full  working  force  is  twenty  or  more  men, 
and  acquire  and  operate  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  the  men  employed  therein  and  for 
the  general  public,  and  thus  prevent  another  coal  famine." 

By  Sullivan  Lake  Union  No.  312: 

"Owing  to  the  great  demand  at  the  present  time  for  coal  we  find  that  on  our  arrival 
at  the  mines  in  the  near  neighborhood,  we  are  unable  to  get  coal  owing  to  the  shortage 
of  labor  that  is  employed  there.  This  shortage  of  labor  causes  unnecessary  suffering 
before  we  can  get  our  supply  of  coal.  In  the  province  of  Alberta  there  are  a  great  number 
of  farmers  who  live  sixty  or  seventy  miles  from  coal  and  on  their  arrival  at  the  mines 
they  cannot  get  loaded  until  their  turn,  sometimes  delaying  them  for  a  whole  day. 
Therefore,  we  desire  that  a  petition  be  organized  to  endeavor  to  alter  the  present  method 
of  working  the  coal  mines,  to  compel  the  leasg  holders  to  employ  suflScient  labor  to  meet 
the  demand  for  coal,  to  control  the  price  at  the  pit  mouth,  which  is  sometimes  as  high  as 
$.S.OO  per  ton.  It  has  been  brought  to  our  notice  of  one  man  who  has  leased  640  acres 
and  does  not  employ  any  help,  and  the  homesteaders  in  the  neighborhood  cannot  get 
supplied  there.  We  consider  this  a  clear  case  of  a  speculator  controlling  a  public  nec- 
essity and  holding  the  same  to  increase  the  price,  which  we  consider  an  injustice  to  the 
farmer  and  should  be  altered  at  an  early  date." 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  and  Mr.  Burnell  seconded:  "That  these  two  resolutions  be 
referred  to  the  resolution  committee  to  be  redrafted."  Carried. 
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C.P.R.  Tax  Case 


Mr.  Nathorst  moved  and  Mr.  Boissevain  seconded: 

"Whereas,  the  Dominion  government  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  C.P.R., 
giving  them  freedom  from  taxation  for  a  certain  number  of  years  and  the  agreement  was 
so  vaguely  worded  that  the  highest  courts  in  the  realm  have  decided  that  the  inter- 
pretation thereof  is  to  the  effect  that  the  railway  company  have  twenty  years  from  the 
time  they  took  out  the  patent  for  the  lands  before  they  should  be  taxable;  and, 

"Whereas,  the  C.P.R.  was  not  compelled  to  take  out  their  patent,  but  the  Province 
of  Alberta  had  to  deal  with  this  matter  after  the  province  was  constituted,  and  as  the 
agreement  is  working  a  great  hardship  upon  the  settlers  of  Western  Canada  and  is  re- 
tarding the  development  of  the  country  by  enabling  the  railway  company  to  hold  in 
idleness  their  millions  of  acres  of  land  which  should  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  price  and 
brought  under  cultivation,  and  is  a  burden  which  the  whole  Dominion  instead  of  the 
Western  Provinces  should  bear; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  the  provincial  government  should  enter  into  nego- 
tiations with  the  Dominion  government  to  secure  a  grant  to  take  the  place  of  the  revenue 
which  is  lost  to  the  province  by  these  lands  not  being  taxable  and  that  the  grant  shall  be 
used  for  road  and  educational  purposes  in  the  districts  where  the  development  is  retarded 
by  the  railway  company  holding  back  so  much  of  their  land  by  the  prohibitive  price 
they  are  asking  for  same." 

On  the  question  being  put  it  was  declared  carried. 

Veteran's  Scrip 

Mr.  Morland  moved  and  Mr.  Kewley  seconded:  "That  this  convention  protests 
against  any  extension  of  time  being  granted  for  the  location  of  South  African  veteran 
scrip."  Carried. 

Mr.  Kewley  presented  the  following  resolution  and  petition: — 

"Resolved,  that  the  convention  endorse  the  petition  herein  presented  relative  to 
the  Homestead  Law,  and  that  same  be  submitted  to  the  Unions  in  the  districts  interested 
for  signature." 

Petition 

Hon.  Robt.  Rogers, 

Minister  of  the  Interior, 
Ottawa. 

We,  the  undersigned  homesteaders,  veterans  and  substitutes  of  veterans  humbly 
and  earnestly  ask  the  honorable  government  of  Canada  to  amend  the  law  in  respect  to 
homesteads,  pre-emptions  and  South  African  scrip  claims  which  will  provide  relief  to 
the  homesteader  in  the  pre-emption  areas  for  the  following  reasons  set  forth: — 

Whereas,  a  greater  portion  of  the  land  is  rough,  hilly  or  stony  and  slow  to  bring 
under  cultivation  to  any  great  extent  as  yet,  also  the  country  is  subject  to  hail,  frost 
and  drouth  and  that  wire  and  posts  are  required  for  fencing,  and  railroad  accommoda- 
tions are  not  at  hand  and  the  greater  majority  of  the  people  are  not  financially  able  to 
make  use  of  their  pre-emptions  as  yet: — 

Therefore: — 

1.  That  your  honorable  government  be  asked  to  relieve  the  payment  of  three  years' 
interest  on  all  pre-emptions  taken  since  1908. 

2.  That  the  holder  of  pre-emptions  have  the  privilege  of  living  with  father,  mother, 
sister  or  brother  to  prove  up  his  claim  where  the  lands  adjoin  or  are  in  the  vicinity. 

Whereas,  a  South  African  veteran  or  his  substitute  holding  homestead  also  pre- 
emption and  scrip  or  in  any  case  two  scrip  where  the  land  adjoins  or  is  in  the  vicinity 
and  becoming  a  bona-fide  resident  and  following  an  agricultural  pursuit  upon  the  land 
and  living  twelve  months  in  each  year  in  one  residence  and  breaking  and  cropping,  etc., 
has  the  privilege  of  living  and  proving  up  his  or  her  claim  in  one  resident  house. 

Therefore : — 

1.  That  the  holder  of  homestead  pre-emption  also  scrip  or  in  any  case  two  scrip 
where  the  land  adjoins  or. is  in  the  vicinity  have  the  privilege  of  breaking  any  part  or 
parts  of  said  lands  where  he  or  she  may  doem  necessary  in  order  to  prove  up  said  claim. 

Whereas  the  majority  of  the  people  are  not  financially  able  to  build  a  house  worth 
three  hundred  dollars  and  time  and  money  could  be  used  to  better  advantage,  and — 

Whereas  three  hundred  dollars  is  too  much  to  place  in  a  shack  which  does  not  take 
the  place  of  a  permanent  house: — 

Therefore : — 

1 .  That  your  honorable  government  be  asked  to  relieve  the  homesteader  of  building 
same  or  instead  to  build  such  inhabitable  house  as  would  meet  approval  of  the  homestead 
inspector. 
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Mr.  Bower  moved  as  an  amendment  and  Mr.  Cox  seconded:  "That  this  matter  be 
laid  on  the  table  for  further  consideration. " 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

Place  of  Next  Convention 

The  chairman  stated  that  the  resolutions  would  be  laid  on  one  side  while  the  matter 
of  deciding  upon  the  place  of  the  next  convention  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  and  Mr.  Quinsey  seconded:  "That  the  next  annual  convention 
be  held  at  Lethbridge." 

Mr.  Manwaring,  secretary  of  the  Lethbridge  Board  of  Trade,  was  present  and  con- 
veyed a  cordial  invitation  to  the  Association  to  visit  Lethbridge  next  year. 

Mr.  Bower  moved  and  Mr.  Swayne  seconded:  "That  the  next  annual  convention 
be  held  at  Calgary." 

The  secretary  read  telegrams  from  Bo'well  Local  Union  and  the  mayor  of  Medicine 
Hat  inviting  the  Association  there  in  1913. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  and  Mr.  McDougall  seconded:  "That  the  invitation  extended 
by  Medicine  Hat  be  accepted. 

The  chairman  declared  that  the  vote  on  the  question  would  be  taken  by  the  dele- 
gate's standing,  and  on  the  vote  being  counted  it  was  announced  that  the  decision  of  the 
convention  was  that  Calgary  should  be  the  place  of  meeting  in  1913. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded  that  we  do  now  adjourn  till  two  o'clock." 

Thursday  Afternoon  Session 

The  chairman  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  2.15  p.m. 

Mr,  Quinsey  moved  and  Mr.  Swayne  seconded:  "Whereas,  a  uniform  set  of  books 
for  all  locals  is  necessary  for  a  correct  and  business-like  record,  it  is  hereby 

"Resolved,  that  we  request  the  executive  board  to  furnish  each  local  uniform  minute 
and  membership  roll  books,  and  submit  herewith  for  their  consideration  and  adoption 
sample  page  of  membership  book  which  we  believe  could  be  universally  adopted." 
Carried. 

Consolidated  Schools 

Mr.  Morland  moved  and  Mr.  Quinsey  seconded:    "Whereas,    the  rural  school 

system  of  Alberta  is  rather  unsatisfactory,  and 

"  Whereas,  we  believe  we  are  entitled  to  graded  schools  the  same  as  cities,  it  is  hereby 
"Resolved,  that  we  instruct  the  executive  officers  to  urge  the  government  to  have 

consolidated  schools  inaugurated  in  the  Province  of  Alberta."  Carried. 

Co-operative  Bill 

Mr.  Barre  moved  and  Mr.  Comer  seconded:  "That  the  Canadian  Council  of  Agri- 
culture should  form  a  committee  to  draft  a  new  co-operative  bill  to  suit  the  country 
and  city  people,  and  to  submit  the  same  to  the  federal  government."  Carried. 

Hail  Insurance 

On  the  question  of  privilege  the  following  recommendation  was  presented  to  the 
convention: — 

"The  manner  of  disposing  of  last  night's  resolution,  dealing  with  the  Hail 
Insurance  problem,  has  apparently  not  provided  a  solution  which  is  likely  to  lead  to .  the 
immediate  results  which  are  so  necessary  in  this  matter,  it  being  evident  that  we  have  so 
tied  the  hands  of  the  committee  which  is  to  be  appointed  to  work  our  a  scheme,  that  it 
will  be  impossible  for  them  to  do  so  within  a  reasonable  time,  or  even  to  secure  at  all, 
the  co-operation  of  the  government  without  which  we  should  be  powerless. 

"No  government  could  be  expected  to  take  action  on  a  resolution  unless  something 
approaching  unanimity  were  shown  to  exist. 

"We  therefore  present  the  following  rough  draft  of  a  scheme  which  will  be  found  to 
be  really  a  combination  of  the  principles  of  compulsory  taxation  and  voluntary  effort, 
in  the  hope  of  enlisting  the  support  of  both  sections  of  opinion  in  an  effort  to  find  a  solu- 
tion to  this  most  difficult  problem: 

"The  rural  municipalities  to  be  formed  under  the  new  Act,  would  be  used  as  a  basis 
for  the  administration  of  the  scheme. 

"Each  municipality,  by  the  vote  of  its  ratepayers  would  have  power  to  adopt  the 
scheme,  or  remain  outside  its  benefits. 

"Each  such  municipality  would  impose  an  equitable  land  tax,  the  rate  of  which 
would  have  to  be  fixed  by  the  government  department,  and  which  would  be  uniform 
over  the  whole  of  the  districts  adopting  the  scheme,  and  would  be  sufficient  to  cover  the 
loss  by  hail  damage  in  an  average  year.  The  money  so  raised  would  be  turned  into  a 
general  fund,  which  would  be  in  the  hands  of  a  government  department. 


55 


"An  inspector  to  be  appointed  by  each  municipality  adopting  the  scheme,  would 
make  inspection  of  crops  alleged  to  be  damaged  by  hail  and  make  a  report  assessing 
the  damage  to  the  council  of  the  municipality,  who  would  endorse,  reject  or  modify  the 
inspector's  recommendation  before  passing  it  on  to  the  government  department,  and  who 
would  sit  as  a  court  of  appeal  to  decide  upon  claims  by  dissatisfied  farmers. 

"The  government  department  would  pay  to  the  owner  of  the  damaged  crop, 
whatever  sum  was  finally  recommended  by  the  municipal  council,  out  of  the  general 
fund,  into  which  all  the  proceeds  of  the  hail  insurance  tax  had  been  turned." 

Mr.  Bevington  moved  and  Mr.  Pole  seconded:  "That  this  recommendation  be 
accepted. " 

Mr.  Buckingham  moved  as  an  amendment  and  Mr.  Morland  seconded:  "That 
the  executive  be  instructed  to  proceed  along  the  lines  mentioned  in  this  proposal  in  the 
event  of  their  failure  to  secure  the  acceptance  of  the  resolution  passed  at  the  evening 
session." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried  by  a  most  decisive 
majority. 

Women's  Clubs 

Mr.  Tregillus  moved  and  Mr.  Sheppard  seconded:  "Whereas,  the  w^omen  in  the 
rural  homes  of  Alberta  are  sharing  equally  with  the  men  the  burden  of  the  struggle  for 
better  conditions  and  equal  rights; 

"And  whereas,  we  believe  that  under  the  law  our  women  should  enjoy  equal  privi- 
leges with  the  men; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  we  believe  that  the  wives  and  daughters  of  our  farm- 
ers should  organize  locally  and  provincially  along  the  lines  of  the  U.F.A.  for  the  improve- 
ment of  rural  conditions,  morally,  intellectually  and  socially,  and  we  would  urge  all 
our  members  to  assist  in  every  way  the  development  of  such  an  organization."  Carried. 

Telegram  from  Saskatchewan 

The  secretary  then  read  the  following  telegram  which  had  just  been  received  from 
the  Saskatchewan  Grain  Growers'  Association: 

Regret  extreme  pressure  forbids  attendance.  Saskatchewan  greets  Alberta's  men. 
Agitative  education,  co-operative  organization,  practically  applied  to  farm  economics 
and  politics  is  the  highway  to  better  conditions  for  agriculturalists. — F.  W.  Green. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  and  Mr.  Sheppard  seconded:  "That  the  secretary  be 
instructed  to  forward  a  suitable  reply  to  the  greetings  from  Saskatchewan."  Carried. 

Auditor's  Report 

The  Financial  Statement  and  Auditor's  report  for  the  year  was  then  read. 
Mr.  Nathorst  moved  and  Mr.  Wilson  seconded:    "That  the  report  as  read  be 
adopted."  Carried. 

Mr.  Sheppard  moved  and  Mr.  McAllister  seconded:  "  That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
and  appreciation  be  extended  to  The  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Company  for  the  splendid 
contribution  they  have  made  towards  the  funds  of  the  Association."  Carried  un- 
animously. 

Packing  Plant 

The  resolution  committee  presented  the  following  report:  "That  the  government 
pork  packing  project  having  been  before  the  U.F.A.  for  a  number  of  years  and  a  thor- 
ough canvass  of  the  farming  community  having  been  made  for  a  supply  of  hogs,  and  the 
farmers  having  failed  to  supply  them,  it  will  be  the  better  plan  to  abandon  the  project." 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  as  an  amendment  and  Mr.  Thompson  seconded:  "That 
this  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table." 

Mr.  Jackman  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Sheppard 
seconded:  "That  the  executive  committee  be  instructed  to  canvass  the  Union  to 
ascertain  what  support  would  be  given  to  an  unconditional  agreement." 

The  chairman  announced  that  further  resolutions  had  been  submitted  by  Edmonton, 
Red  Willow  and  Durness  Unions. 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  declared  lost. 
The  amendment  was  then  put  and  declared  carried. 

Lumber  Industry 

Mr.  Moore  moved  and  Mr.  Scott  seconded:  "Whereas,  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  present  prices  charged  for  lumber  throughout  Alberta  are  much  higher  than 
they  would  be  if  cornpetition  was  not  restricted  by  undue  combinations;  and. 
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"Whereas,  it  is  very  evident  that  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  last  lumbermen's 
convention  held  in  Calgary,  are  intended  to  further  restrict  the  production  of  lumber 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  further  advancing  the  prices  and  crushing  out  the  competition 
of  independent  mills; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  we  instruct  the  Central  office  to  arrange  to  send  a 
representative  into  the  lumbering  districts  of  Alberta  and  British  Columbia  with  a  view 
to  locating  independent  mills  with  whom  arrangements  can  be  made  to  purchase  their 
lumber  in  car  lots  at  reasonable  prices,  and  that  arrangements  be  made  whereby  members 
can  secure  lumber  from  said  mills  by  sending  their  orders  to  the  Central  office  with 
Calgary  exchange  attached,  for  $50.00  for  each  car  ordered,  the  balance  to  be  paid  when 
the  car  arrives  at  its  destination  with  sight  draft  attached  to  bill  of  lading.  The  Central 
office  shall  retain  from  the  $50.00  remittance  five  per  cent,  of  the  purchase  price  of  the 
shipment  until  they  have  been  reimbursed  for  all  expenses  connected  with  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  purchasing  of  the  lumber  and  handling  the  orders,  and  thereafter,  the 
amount  to  be  fixed  by  the  executive  to  cover  the  expense  which  may  be  necessary  to 
handle  the  department." 

Mr.  Herbert  moved  as  an  amendment  and  Mr.  McKay  seconded:  "That  the 
executive  be  instructed  to  gather  all  information  possible  on  this  subject  and  submit 
same  to  the  Unions." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 


Farmers'  Platform 

Mr.  Nathorst  moved  and  Mr.  Wilson  seconded:    "That  this  convention  again 
endorse  the  platform  adopted  by  the  Ottawa  convention  of  December  16,  1910." 
Carried. 

Railway  Amendments 

Mr  Morland  moved  and  Mr.  Sorensen  seconded:  "That  the  convention  endorse 
the  Railway  Act  amendments  as  drafted  by  Judge  Mabee  re  fencing  right-of-way  and 
liability  for  stock  injured,  and  that  the  Dominion  government  be  pressed  to  put  the  same 
into  eitect.  Carried. 

Relating  to  Threshers 

Kasimir  Union  presented  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  all  parties  concerned  that  the  Ordinance 
Respecting  Threshers  should  be  so  amended  that  the  owner  of  a  threshing  machine  who 
is  soliciting  business  shall  be  compelled  to  thresh  all  settlers  in  a  district  before  leaving 
same,  as  a  great  amount  of  hardship  and  unnecessary  trouble  is  now  being  experienced 
through  threshers  leaving  a  few  men,  scattered  throughout  the  district  or  in  odd  corners, 
and  not  threshing  their  grain.  Seeing  that  the  above  Ordinance  protects  the  thresher 
insofar  as  the  payment  of  his  account  is  concerned,  it  is  equally  right  that  the  customers 
should  also  have  protection. 

Mr.  Malchow  moved  as  an  amendment  and  Mr.  Berg  seconded:  "That  this 
resolution  be  laid  on  the  table." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

Railway  Charters 

Mr.  Barrett  moved  and  Mr.  Allan  seconded:  "Whereas,  numerous  charters  are 
being  granted  to  railway  companies  and  prospective  railway  companies,  in  the  Province 
of  Alberta,  and  the  result  is  that  the  province  is  now  honeycombed  with  railways  which 
are  only  on  paper;  and,  •'^  wxnt,u 

"Whereas,  the  granting  of  these  charters  probably  means  that  in  many  instances 
genuine  promoters  would  be  unable  to  secure  a  charter  for  a  line,  as  these  paper  charters 
and  roads  already  granted  are  the  means  of  preventing  other  lines  from  being  built  and 
UnP.  ^hTT'  "^^""^  /•  ^^°^P^°i^«  continually  seeking  power  to  build  new 
lines,  while  they  have  not  fimshed  construction  or  even  commenced  construction  of  many 
of  the  charters  they  have  already  secured,  thereby  working  a  hardship  upon  the  settlers 
the°n?7raUr''old'?''and^''       ''''''''^'^  ''''  inducements  held  out  by  talk  of 

^  "Whereas,  development  of  the  country  is  retarded  by  such  roads  not  being  built 
m  the  time  specified  m  the  charters;  ^ 

^^ff^''''^'  yesolved,  that  the  governments,  Dominion  and  provincial,  be 

petitioned  to  cease  granting  charters  to  railway  companies  unless  the  application  for  the 
charter  is  accompanied  by  a  deposit  or  bond  which  shall  be  forfeited  if  the  line  is  not 
constructed  within  the  time  specified,  and  further,  that  no  new  charter  be  granted  to  any 
railway  company  now  in  business  until  the  lines  for  which  they  already  hold  charters 
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are  built  and  in  operation,  or  the  charters  for  same  having  been  cancelled,  as  it  is  only  by 
action  such  as  this  that  these  companies  will  be  brought  to  time."  Carried. 

Sale  of  Indian  Lands 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  and  Mr.  Shaw  seconded:  "Whereas,  we  fear  that  the  portion 
of  the  Wabamun  Indian  Reserve,  No.  113,  which  is  to  be  offered  for  sale  in  the  near 
future  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  speculators  and  thus  hamper  the  progress  of  our  settle- 
ment; 

"Resolved,  that  the  government  be  urged  to  sell  the  aforesaid  land  to  bona  fide 
settlers  in  parcels  not  to  exceed  320  acres,  and  further  that  each  purchaser  be  required 
to  do  similar  duties,  both  as  regards  residence  and  other  improvements,  as  are  now  re- 
quired of  homesteaders."  Carried. 

The  Coal  Question 

The  resolution  committee  presented  the  following  report: 

"Resolved,  that  the  inability  of  settlers  in  many  parts  of  the  province  to  obtain 
coal  at  any  price  is  a  serious  question  and  we  believe  that  a  remedy  should  be  provided, 
and  we  would  recommend: — 

"1.  That  the  Dominion  government  amend  the  Act  which  governs  the  leasing 
of  coal  lands,  so  that  any  person  or  company  leasing  coal  lands  from  the  government 
shall,  within  one  year  of  acquiring  same,  be  compelled  to  have  in  operation  an  adequate 
coal  mine  on  those  lands  capable  of  supplying  the  needs  of  the  district  naturally  tributary 
to  it  and  he  or  they  shall  also  be  compelled  to  operate  the  mine  continuously. 

"2.  That  the  provincial  government  should  acquire  coal  areas  in  several  widely 
separated  points  in  the  province  near  shipping  facilities,  and  immediately  commence 
the  operation  of  adequate  coal  mines  of  sufficient  capacity  to  insure  to  the  public  of  Al- 
berta the  chance  to  buy  sufficient  coal  for  their  needs  at  a  reasonable  price. 

"3.  It  is  commonly  supposed  that  the  Coal  Mines  Act  of  the  province  thoroughly 
covers  the  inspection  of  mines  and  mining,  but  it  is  freely  stated  by  miners  and  others 
that  conditions  in  many  mines  are  dangerous  and  otherwise  unfit  for  men  to  work 
under,  and  that  the  inspectors  appointed  under  the  act  are  often  incompetent  and 
negligent.  Such  incompetence  and  negligence  often  being  the  cause  of  serious  acci- 
dents. 

"Therefore,  we  respectfully  urge  the  provincial  government  to  see  that  only  com- 
petent and  qualified  men  are  employed  as  inspectors,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Coal 
Mines  Act  as  regards  inspection  be  strictly  enforced.  Further,  that  if  the  Act  does  not 
provide  for  the  most  complete  and  rigid  inspection,  and  remedy  for  all  such  dangerous 
and  other  conditions  complained  of  that  the  Act  be  so  amended  so  as  to  cover  all  such 
conditions." 

Mr.  Anderson  moved  and  Mr.  Miller  seconded:  "That  this  report  be  adopted." 
Carried. 

Relating  to  Newspapers 

Mr.  Ibsen  moved:  "  Noting  the  nature  of  The  Guide's  clubbing  offer,  it  is  resolved, 
that,  whereas,  the  stand  taken  by  the  Family  Herald  in  the  last  general  election  cam- 
paign was  contrary  to  the  farmers'  platform; 

"Resolved,  that  the  farmers  of  the  Prairie  Provinces  should  not  patronize  that 
periodical. " 

Mr.  McKay  moved  as  an  amendment  and  Mr.  Anderson  seconded:  "That  this 
resolution  be  laid  on  the  table." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

Duty  on  Cattle 

♦  Mr.  Allan  moved  and  Mr.  Sorensen  seconded:  "Resolved,  that  the  Dominion 
government  be  urged  to  take  into  immediate  consideration  the  question  of  allowing 
cattle  to  be  imported  free  of  duty  to  allow  farmers  to  purchase  cattle  from  places  in  the 
United  States  where  feed  is  scarce."  Carried. 

The  Loose  Wire  Nuisance 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  for  consideration: 

"Resolved,  that  the  executive  be  instructed  to  take  up  with  the  government  the 
matter  of  securing  legislation  whereby  the  loose  wire  nuisance  can  be  dealt  with,  and  we 
would  suggest  that  as  the  cause  of  loose  wire  is  principally  abandoned  homesteads, 
prairie  fires,  or  natural  decay,  that  a  tax  should  be  placed  on  land  owned  by  non-resi- 
dents so  as  to  provide  a  fund  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance,  and  to 
pay  compensation  for  losses  incurred  through  the  loose  wire." 
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It  was  moved  and  seconded,  as  an  amendment:  "That  this  resolution  be  laid  on 
the  table." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

Government  Grant 

Mr.  Jackman  moved  and  Mr.  Bower  seconded:  "That  the  government  be  asked 
to  increase  the  grant  paid  to  the  Association,  as  owing  to  its  growth  the  usefulness  to  the 
government  in  many  ways  has  been  and  will  be  materially  increased."  Carried. 

Trades  and  Labor  Council 

The  Resolution  Committee  presented  the  following  recommendation: 
"Resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  extend  an  invitation  to  the  Trades  and  Labor  Council 
of  Canada  to  send  a  representative  to  our  annual  convention.  Also  that  the  general 
secretary  be  asked  to  correspond  with  the  Trades  and  Labor  Council  to  learn  their  views 
on  questions  of  the  Initiative,  Referendum  and  Right  of  Recall,  and,  if  possible,  to  obtain 
their  co-operation  in  pressing  our  demand  on  the  government." 

The  secretary  presented  a  report  of  the  result  of  the  interview  with  the  organized 
labor  interests. 

Mr.  Sorensen  moved  and  Mr.  Boissevain  seconded:  "That  the  recommendations 
of  the  resolution  committee  and  the  report  of  the  secretary  be  adopted."  Carried. 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  and  Mr.  Morland  seconded:  "That  the  president,  secretary 
and  Mr.  Quinsey  be  a  committee  to  meet  with  the  representatives  of  the  Trades  and 
Labor  Council,  in  accordance  with  the  report  as  submitted  to  this  convention  and 
adopted."  Carried. 

Flour  Mill 

Mr.  Allan  moved  and  Mr.  Fletcher  seconded:  "That  the  U.F.A.  consider  the 
practicability  of  building  and  operating  a  flour  mill  of  suitable  capacity  for  dealing 
with  the  milling  trade  of  Alberta,  such  scheme  to  be  financed  by  members  of  the  U.F.A., 
under  much  the  same  conditions  as  the  G.G.G.  Co."  Carried. 

The  secretary  also  received  instructions  to  submit  the  resolutions  and  papers 
received  on  this  subject  to  the  Unions  for  consideration. 

Per  Capita  Tax 

Cummings  Union  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

"That  the  U.F.A.  levy  a  per  capita  tax  on  all  Unions,  said  Unions  to  have  discretion 
as  to  the  best  means  of  raising  same  for  organization  purposes^" 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried:    "That  this  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table." 

Pound  District 

Mr.  Eckford  moved  and  Mr.  Macomber  seconded:  "Whereas,  the  Pound  District 
Ordinance  is  not  workable  in  districts  where  mixed  farming  is  carried  on  and  where 
there  is,  and  likely  to  be  for  some  considerable  time,  unfenced  land  making  good  pasture. 

"Whereas,  domestic  cattle  and  horses  other  than  entire,  should  be  permitted  to 
take  advantage  of  such  open  pasture; 

"  Whereas,,  the  forming  of  a  pound  district  under  the  present  Ordinance  makes  all 
cattle  and  horses  not  on  their  owner's  land,  or  under  his  control,  liable  to  be  impounded; 

"Resolved,  that  to  more  easily  claim  compensation  for  damages  done  to  fenced 
crops,  and  to  restrict  the  running  at  large  of  entire  animals  and  swine,  the  Pound  Or- 
dinance be  altered  or  amended  to  permit  of  the  establishment  of  a  pound,  as  a  means 
of  settling,  with  the  minimum  of  expense  and  ill-feeling,  all  claims  for  damages  done  by 
stock,  without  restricting  the  range  of  domestic  cattle  and  horses  other  than  entire." 
Carried. 

Demonstration  Farms 

"Mr.  Clare  moved  and  Mr.  Morland  seconded:  "That,  whereas,  the  provincial 
government  has  established  demonstration  farms  throughout  the  province,  and  it  is 
impossible  that  the  majority  of  farmers  can  benefit  by  them  without  personally  visiting 
same,  this  convention  would  urge  the  provincial  government  to  arrange  that  the  said 
farms  compete  amongst  themselves  at  the  various  exhibitions  in  the  province,  parti- 
cularly at  Edmonton  and  Calgary,  in  the  stock  and  produce  raised  on  the  various  farms, 
so  that  we  can  compare  them."  Carried. 

Procuring  Dairy  Stock 

Durness  Union  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
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"Resolved,  that  the  government  be  requested  to  help  farmers  in  procuring  good 
dairy  stock,  payment  to  be  made  for  the  same  by  the  government  taking  50  per  cent, 
of  the  cream  for  such  stock  at  the  local  creamery." 

Mr.  Comer  moved  and  Mr.  Wilson  seconded:  "That  this  resolution  be  tabled." 
Carried. 

Telephone  Rates 

Mr.  Howe  moved  and  Mr.  Thompson  seconded:  "Resolved,  that  in  view  of  the 
increased  rate  of  the  provincial  government  telephone  service,  the  Minister  of  Railways 
and  Telephones  be  asked  for  a  financial  statement  of  the  government  telephone  and  an 
explanation  for  the  increased  rate."  Carried. 

Deep  Wells 

Mr.  Allan  moved  and  Mr.  Morland  seconded:  "That  the  government  be  requested 
to  grant  assistance  to  the  settlers  in  districts  where  it  is  necessary  to  bore  for  water, 
by  subsidizing  well  boring  outfits,  or  by  some  other  plan  which  may  be  found  feasible." 
Carried. 

Cutting  Hay 

Amisk  Valley  Union  submitted  the  following  resolution: — 

"Resolved,  that  an  effort  be  made  during  the  coming  year  to  arrange  for  a  definite 
date  for  the  cutting  of  hay  to  start,  as  a  great  deal  of  confusion  is  resulting  at.present." 
It  was  moved  and  seconded  and  carried:    "That  this  resolution  be  tabled." 

Fencing  Muskegs 

East  Clover  Bar  Union  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  that  it  is  desirable  that  legislation  should  be  passed  making  it  compulsory 
for  the  owners  to  fence  all  muskegs  and  other  such  dangerous  places,  as  much  stock  is 
lost  annually  through  getting  into  these  muskegs  and  the  only  effective  safeguard  appears 
to  be  to  have  them  fenced,  which  should  be  done  by  the  owners  of  the  land." 

Mr.  Comer  moved  and  Mr.  Wilson  seconded:  "That  this  resolution  be  tabled." 
Carried. 

Roads 

Mr.  Swayne  moved  and  Mr.  Tweddle  seconded:  "That  this  convention  is  of 
opinion  that  the  present  system  of  road  building  in  Alberta  is  unsatisfactory,  and  that 
the  government  of  this  province  be  petitioned  to  form  a  road  commission,  which  would  be 
in  charge  of  the  roads  of  the^rovince,  and  have  their  instructions  worded  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  they  would  have  to  consult  with  any  local  council  or  municipality  before  pro- 
ceeding with  permanent  work  in  their  district;  that  further,  the  convention  is  of  opinion 
that  the  government  should  assist  Local  Improvement  districts,  municipalities,  or  un- 
organized districts  with  such  a  grant  as  would  enable  them  to  build  permanent  roads 
from  their  settlement  to  their  market  points."  Carried. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  and  Mr.  Bevington  seconded:  "That  this  Union  is  in  favor 
of  eight  hours  constituting  a  day's  local  improvement  work,  also  the  working  of  oxen, 
and  that  the  rate  of  pay  shall  be  twenty-five  cents  (25c.)  per  hour,  or  two  dollars  ($2.00) 
per  day  for  man  alone,  and  fifty  cents  (50c.)  per  hour  or  four  dollars  ($i.OO)  per  day  for 
man  and  team  of  two  work  animals." 

Mr.  Clare  moved  as  an  amendment,  and  Mr.  Morland  seconded:  " That  this  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  w^as  declared  carried. 

Reports  of  Committees 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  and  Mr.  Allan  seconded:  "That  all  reports  which  have 
been  submitted  to  the  convention  be  accepted  and  that  same  be  printed  in  the  annual 
report."  Carried. 

Mr.  G.  Harcourt,  Deputy  Minister  of  Agriculture,  then  addressed  the  convention 
on  the  need  of  taking  up  the  questions  relating  to  better  farming. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Crerar  addressed  the  convention  on  several  of  the  economic  questions 
in  which  the  organized  farmers  are  interested. 

Mr.  Cochrane  moved  and  Mr.  Morland  seconded:  "That  we  extend  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  our  chairman,  Mr.  Hoadley,  for  the  able  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he 
has  presided  over  the  meeting,  also  to  the  officers  for  the  splendid  work  they  have  done 
for  the  Association,  to  those  who  have  so  ably  assisted  us  during  this  convention  and  to 
the  press."    Carried  unanimously. 

The  chairman  thanked  the  convention  on  behalf  of  all  mentioned  in  this  resolution. 
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Mr.  Warner  moved  and  Mr,  Tregillus  seconded:  "That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
be  extended  to  the  City  of  Edmonton  for  the  hospitality  extended  us  during  our  stay  in 
the  city."    Carried  unanimously. 

The  chairman  then  declared  the  convention  closed. 

EDWARD  J.  FREAM,  Sec'y. 


DIRECTORS'  MEETING 

A  meeting  of  the  newly  elected  Board  of  Directors  was  held  at  the  Exhibition 
Rooms,  Edmonton,  on  Friday  morning,  January  19,  1912,  at  ten  o'clock. 

Present,  W.  J.  Tregillus,  president;  A.  Cochran,  D.  W.  Warner,  M.  E.  Sly,  J. 
Quinsey,  vice-presidents;  P.  S.  Austin,  G.  Bevington,  J.  R.  Pointer,  E.  Carswell,  H. 
Sorensen,  G.  W.  Buchanan,  W\  S.  Henry,  directors;  E.  J.  Fream,  secretary. 

Mr.  J.  Bower,  honorary  president,  also  arrived  shortly  after  the  meeting  was 
opened. 

In  calling  the  meeting  to  order,  the  president  briefly  referred  to  the  work  which 
would  have  to  be  undertaken  during  the  coming  year  and  bespoke  the  co-operation  of 
all  members  of  the  board. 

Mr.  Carswell  moved  and  Mr.  Buchanan  seconded:  "That  Mr.  E.  J.  Fream  be  re- 
appointed secretary-treasurer  and  organizer."  Carried. 

The  following  committees  were  then  appointed: 

Legislative 

The  president,  A.  Cochran  and  the  secretary. 

Transportation 

The  president,  Messrs,  Cochran,  Warner,  Sly,  Quinsey  and  the  secretary. 

Elevator 

Messrs.  Quinsey,  Buchanan,  Carswell,  Austin,  Bevington. 

Pork  Packing 

Messrs.  Warner,  Carswell,  Pointer. 

Seed  Grain 

Messrs.  Quinsey,  Bevington,  Henry,  Cochran,  Sorensen,  Austin. 

Hail  Insurance 
Messrs.  Sly,  Bevington,  Sorensen. 

It  was  decided  that  the  president  should  be  ex  officio  a  member  of  all  committees. 

Mr.  Sly  moved  and  Mr.  Cochran  seconded:  "That  Mr.  Bower,  honorary  presi- 
dent, be  ex  officio  a  member  of  the  Transportation  and  Pork  Packing  Committees. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  Sorensen  and  Bevington,  it  was  decided  that  the  standing 
of  the  vice-presidents  should  be  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  convention, 
as  announced  by  the  chairman  of  the  convention. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  W^arner  and  Carswell  it  was  decided  to  request  the  govern- 
ment to  print  another  issue  of  10,000  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Pork  Commission, 
and  that  if  this  is  acceeded  to  that  the  secretary  should  prepare  a  statement  showing  that 
the  whole  proposal  is  a  co-operative  one.  Further,  that  the  U.F.A.  will  undertake  the 
distribution  of  same. 

It  was  decided  that  the  secretary  should  represent  the  U.F.A.  at  the  conference 
to  be  held  at  Ottawa  over  the  Grain  Bill,  and  it  was  decided  that  among  the  points 
which  should  be  taken  up  was,  to  press  for  the  government  to  own  and  operate  all  the 
elevators,  for  the  erection  of  the  necessary  terminal  facilities  at  the  Pacific  Coast  at  once, 
for  the  commission  to  be  responsible  to  Parliament,  all  appointees  to  be  under  direct 
control  of  the  commission,  to  refuse  the  sugggested  change,  if  made,  for  the  mixing  or 
selecting  of  grain,  that  the  hospital  elevators  shall  have  power  to  handle  damaged  grain 
only,  and  to  press  for  the  changes  as  recommended  in  the  report  of  the  elevator  committee 
as  submitted  to  the  convention. 

The  secretary  announced  that  he  had  received  a  donation  of  one  hundred  dollars 
from  W.  J.  McNamara,  of  Edmonton,  towards  the  funds  of  the  Association,  and  was 
instructed  to  thank  Mr.  McNamara  for  this  gift. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  Sorensen  and  Austin,  the  secretary  received  instructions  to 
write  the  retiring  members  of  the  Board  expressing  the  thanks  and  appreciation  for  the 
valuable  services  which  had  been  rendered. 
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The  general  provisions  printed  at  the  back  of  the  constitution  were  considered  and 
revised. 

The  secretary  received  instructions  to  secure  all  information  possible  relating  to 
District  Associations,  for  submission  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  to  prepare  a 
draft  set  of  by-laws  for  the  guidance  of  the  local  Unions  in  conducting  the  work. 

After  a  few  other  matters  of  importance  had  been  attended  to,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

EDWARD  J.  FREAM,  Sec'y. 


DELEGATES  IN  ATTENDANCE 

E.  J.  Fream,  general  secretary;  P.  P.  Woodridge,  assistant  secretary;  W.  J. 
Jackman,  East  Clover  Bar;  R.  Sheppard,  Strathcona;  R.  F.  Williams,  Namao;  H.  A. 
Calder,  Strathcona;  F.  C.  Clare,  Edmonton;  M.  E.  Sly,  Strathmore;  G.  S.  Long, 
Namao;  W.  J.  Tregillus,  Spruce  Vale;  J.  Quinsey,  Wheatland  Centre;  J.  R.  Pointer, 
Strome;  E.  Carswell,  Penhold;  G.  W.  Buchanan,  Cowley;  O.  D.  Sullivan,  Hardisty; 
W.  H.  Anderson,  Dewberry;  D.  Gilchrist,  Islay;  E.  H.  Moore,  Islay;  J.  G.  Turgeon, 
Hardisty;  T.  A.  Farrell,  Bellcamp;  A.  H.  Campbell,  Bellcamp;  P.  S.  Austin,  Ranfurly; 
J.  O.  Parminter,  Clover  Bar;  O.  J.  McPherson,  Painter  Creek;  Theo  Reist,  Didsbury; 
John  Bellamy,  Westcott;  T.  Pole,  Airdrie;  B.  Clayton,  Airdrie;  A,  E.  T.  Eckford, 
Eckville;  H.  S.  Bod  well,  Ilillsdown;  T.  C.  Barrett,  Red  Willow;  Fred  Barrett,  Fore- 
man;  G.  Hilker,  Red  Willow;  J.  R.  Richardson,  Botha;  A.  Gittos,  Tan-y-Bryn;  W. 

D.  Braden,  Rose  View;  M.  B.  Mabee,  Rose  View;  Geo.  Graves,  Wolf  Hill;  D.C.Miller, 
Cornucopia;  T.  L.  Lind,  Glencoe;  D.  W.  McKinnon,  Red  Deer;  A.  Wilton,  Great 
Bend;  J.  Jamison,  Great  Bend;  D.  Buckingham,  Stettler;  R.  Morland,  Stettler; 
A.  Von  Mielecki,  Elbow  River;  H.  A.  Steele,  Stettler;  C.  Streit,  Stettler;  A.  Cochran, 
Stettler;  Geo.  Carlton,  Bon  Accord;  A.  S.  Campbell,  Chauvin;  J.  A.  McNeice,  Lake 
View;  Henry  rJamieson,  Red  Deer;  N.  Nelson,  Lake  de  May;  L.  Shaw,  Mewassin; 
C.  W.  Ibsen,  Mewassin;  S.  J.  Smith,  Cumberland;  G.  W.  Spires,  Cumberland;  J.  B. 
Allan,  W.  Lethbridge;  T.  B.  Armstrong,  Airdrie;  H.  O.  Bessey,  Gadsby;  C.  G.  Gunder- 
son,  Claresholm  Five  Mile;  L.  W.  Smith,  Claresholm  Five  Mile;  T.  P.  Mosley,  Clares- 
holm  Five  Mile;  H.  C.  Wingate,  Cayley;  Wm,  Eaglesham,  Cayley;  G.  W.  Sloane, 
Cayley;  H.  E.  Krefting,  Asker;  J.  Comer,  Edwell;  H.  Bruce,  Rathwell;  A.  E.  Cox, 
Pincher  Creek;  J  .P.  Lawrie,  Namaka;  R.  Henderson,  Pincher  Creek;  Wm.  Ashworth, 
Stretton;  C.  Marlowe,  Stretton;  E.  J.  Thompson,  Stretton;  G.  Lively,  Stretton; 
C.  E.  Young,  Irwinville;  J.  H.  Clipston,  Wainwright;  A.  G.  Martin,  Wainwright; 
J.  Couch,  Spruce  Grove  Centre;  J.  Woods,  Penhold;  T.  P.  Parcels,  Penhold;  S.  Wilson, 
Red  Deer;    T.  Copeland,  Langdon;    C.  Knox,  Dalroy;    H.  McCleery,  Clover  Bar; 

E.  Cloutier,  Lafond;  J.  Journault,  Lafond;  J.  A.  Colvin,  Merna;  E.  E.  Peets,  Merna; 
W.  P.  Smith,  Argyle;  R.  C.  Shannon,  Argyle;  J.  Maynard,  Roseland;  J.  Greening, 
Penhold;  E.  Pye,  Penhold;  F.  Whiteside,  Castor;  Jas.  Miner,  Melville;  G.  F.  Batke, 
Melville;  R.  E.  Reardon,  High  River;  J.  P.  Swayne,  Waverley,  J.  C.  McLeod,  W^inona; 
Aug.  Schneider,  Melville;  R.  P.  Ryder,  Melville;  Jas.  Kennedy,  Melville;  Jas.  Wells, 
Hardisty;  R.  D.  Barre,  Lac  St.  Vincent;  Jas.  Sutton,  Tofield-Kingman;  S.  Sterrett, 
Tofielf-Kingman;  W.  L.  Misensol,  Warner;  J.  Fletcher,  Tofield-Kingman;  M.  L. 
Hougan,  Warner;  N.  Gagne,  Spruce  Grove;  E.  A.  Rodwell,  Ranfurly;  D.  H.  Nicholls, 
Daily  Creek;  J.  H.  Beeley,  Rimbey;  M.  C.  Duffield,  Spring  Ridge;  C.  G.  Stewart, 
Pearce;  H.  W.  Petrie,  Pearce;  J.  R.  McLean,  Howe;  W.  Ritson,  Brooksley;  C.  A. 
Johnson,  Ranfurly;  J.  Campbell,  Durness;  Brook  Booth,  Streamstown;  J.  Wintersgill, 
Cummings;  H.  Larson,  Strangmuir;  E.  H.  Tweddle,  Stainsleigh;  W.  H.  McCombe, 
Strangmuir;  C.  B.  Robertson,  Three  Hills;  W.  T.  Munro,  Springbank;  A.  Moore, 
Bottrell;  W.  J.  Moran,  Lake  View;  R.  A.  Wilson,  Dewberry;  L.  A.  Moore,  Gleichen; 
Harry  Scott,  Gleichen;  A.  S.  McCulloch,  Strome;  N.  H,  Nathorst,  Pincher;  O.  C. 
Arnestad,  Balfour;  F.  Carson,  Pine  Coulee;  A.  J.  Lamon,  Cowley;  H.  A.  Stoutenberg, 
Cowley;  W.  A.  Henderson,  Amisk  Valley;  C.  Cooknell,  Cowley;  J.  Priestly,  Onoway; 
O.  A.  Findstadt,  Claresholm  Five  Mile;  Geo.  Hoadley,  Okotoks;  J.  G.  McKay,  Provost; 
L.  H.  Meiklejohn,  Provost;  Geo.  Domery,  Edwell;  A.  M.  Berg,  Claresholm  Five  Mile; 
G.  Malchon,  Claresholm  Five  Mile;  J.  Robertson,  Claresholm  Five  Mile;  J.  Barley, 
Claresholm  Five  Mile;  R.  P.  Ottewell,  Clover  Bar;  D.  W.  Warner,  Clover  Bar;  T.  G. 
McKay,  Three  Hills;  R.  Patterson,  Pearce;  J.  H.  Roberts,  Sullivan  Lake;  F.  H.  Reid, 
Langdon;  Wm.  Niddrie,  Olds;  J.  Bower,  Red  Deer;  L.  L.  Pound,  Ribstone;  C. 
Paulson,  Amisk  Valley;  J.  T.  McAllister,  Creighton;  H.  Sorensen,  Strathmore;  J.  G. 
Clark,  Irma  ;  Thos.  H.  Bucherfeld,  Strathmore;  A.  R.  Main,  Mountain  Hill;  T.  P. 
Newman,  Mountain  Hill;  W.  Rowe-Harvey,  Strathmore;  H.  B.  Petter,  Strathmore; 
P.  S.  Parrott,  Namao;  G.  A.  Kennedy,  Langdon;  J.  F.  Worthington,  Strathmore; 
C.  E.  Mundi,  Strathmore:  A.  L.  Martyn,  Leduc;  D.  Wilkinson,  Leduc;  W.  Heatley, 
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Beaumont;  S.  H.  Johnson,  Beaumont;  W.  S.  Henry,  Fertile  Plains;  G.  R.  Bower, 
Fertile  Plains;  T.  Thompson,  Fertile  Plains;  H.  H.  Mackenzie,  Altorado;  W.W.Howe, 
Edmonton;  R.  C.  Kewley,  Wheat  Sheaf  ;  C.  Burnell,  Edmonton  ;  M.  J.  Slattery, 
Bowell;  I.  F.  Rowland,  Warner;  Vi.  N.  Bryan,  Rolling  Green;  H.  Elliot,  Irma;  J.  A. 
Kearney,  Olds;  W.  G.  Clark,  Provost;  W.  R.  Ball,  West  Salisbury;  E.  A.  Walker, 
Strathcona;  W.  T.  Eddy,  Cowley;  H.  W.  Pettit,  Cowley;  J.  Whiteley,  Olds;  J.  A. 
Sangster,  Conjuring  Creek;  D.  McDougall,  Winifred;  J.  A.  Agar,  Winifred;  R. 
Bugans,  Agricola;  J.  L.  Wardrop,  East  Clover  Bar;  A.  B.  Grieve,  Lougheed;  G.  O. 
Henderson,  Thordensjold;    T.  Mo  void,  Thordensjold;    W.  C.  Bowerman,  Cowley; 

F.  Seegart,  Edmonton;  Ed.  Freeman,  Stettler;  R.  G.  Lyster,  Wavy  Lake;  E.  A. 
Tonkin,  Dewberry;    D.  Pearson,  York;    H.  W.  Wood,  York;    J.  Kemmis,  Cowley; 

G.  E.  Macomber,  Queenstown;  F.  E.  McDiarmid,  Carlstadt;  T.  E.  Jackson,  Spruce 
Vale;  G.  Y.  Clark,  Carlstadt;  F.  W.  Galbraith,  Ed  well;  Geo.  Bevington,  Spruce  Vale; 
R.  C.  Settle,  Broken  Hill. 


D.  E.  Carswell,  Penhold;   Mrs.  Streit,  Stettler;   Mrs.  R.  Morland,  Stettler;  Mrs. 

D.  C.  Miller,  Gadsby;  Mrs.  Geo.  Graves,  Gadsby;  Mrs.  J.  Greening,  Red  Deer;  Mrs. 

E.  Pye,  Red  Deer;  Mrs.  R.  E.  Reardon,  High  River;  M.  Anderson,  Vegreville;  G.  A. 
Meiklejohn,  Provost;  Mrs.  Geo.  Domeny,  Red  Deer;  G.  F.  Chipman,  Winnipeg; 
W.  F.  Stevens,  Edmonton;  J.  E.  Anderson,  Dewberry;  Mrs.  C.  Paulson,  Ponoka; 
Mrs.  J.  Whiteley,  Olds;  Mrs.  R.  C.  Kewley,  Provost;  T.  A.  Crerar,  Winnipeg;  J.  L. 
Man  waring,  Lethbridge;  James  West,  Edmonton;  M.  D.  Geddes,  Calgary;  Mrs.  L. 
L.  Pound,  Ribstone;  E,  Hogan,  St.  Albert;  J.  Brattey,  Spruce  Grove. 


VISITORS 
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ARE  YOU  interested  in  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta? 

We  are  interested  in  you  and  would  like  to 
hear  from  you. 

Is  there  a  Union  in  your  neighborhood  ? 

Would  you  like  any  literature  regarding  the 
Association  ? 

Help  us  and  co-operate  with  us,  and  the  result 
will  be  a  great  improvement  over  present  con- 
ditions. 

Address  all  communications  to  the  under- 
signed, who  will  answer  any  enquiry  and  give 
you  full  information  regarding  the  Association. 

EDWARD  J.  FREAM, 

General  Secretary,  CALGARY. 


"Right  is  Might" 

Farmers!  support  your  official  organ  and  further  your  own 
interests. 

The  Grain  Growers*  Guide 

is  Canada's  greatest  Democratic  weekly  journal.  It  is  absolutely 
owned  and  controlled  by  the  organized  farmers.  Equity — 
"equal  rights  to  all  and  special  privileges  to  none"  is  what  The 
Guide  and  your  own  Union  is  aiming  for.    The  Guide  is 

Absolutely  Non-Partisan 

It  supports  the  farmers'  platform  and  fights  for  the  farmers' 
cause,  irrespective  of  the  attitude  of  either  political  party.  The 

Guide  prints  in  concise  and  plain  terms,  w^ith  lucid  explanations 
and  without  bias,  everything  pertaining  to  your  interests.  The 
Guide  aspires  to  a  deserved  reputation  for 

Intelligence  and  Honesty 

It  is  fighting  against  all  forms  of  evil,  and  the  efforts  it  has  made  to 
obtain  a  square  deal  for  Western  farmers  are  already  well  enough 
known  all  over  the  Dominion.  In  this  crisis,  when  efforts  are 
being  made  to  destroy  the  Farmers'  Movement  to  protect  them- 
selves, the  only  thing  to  do  is  to  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel 
and  work  together  for  the  common  good.  The  Guide  only  costs 
you 

One  Dollar  Per  Year 

but  it  is  worth  five  times  that  amount.  Send  in  your  renewal  at 
once.  If  you  are  not  already  a  subscriber  forward  your  sub- 
scription to 

THE  GRAIN  GROWERS'  GUIDE 

Sherbrooke  Street,  Winnipeg,  Man.  * 

NOTE.— THE  GUIDE  HAS  COME  TO  STAY.    OUR  PRO- 
GRESS HAS  BEEN  PHENOMENAL 
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United  Farmers  of  Alberta 


ANNUAL  REPORTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1912  AND  OFFICIAL   MINUTES  OF 
THE  FIFTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  HELD  AT  CALGARY 
JANUARY  21,  22,  23,  1913 

In  presenting  this  Report  of  the  past  year's  work  and  of  the  Convention, 

TOU   ARE   requested   TO   READ   SAME   CAREFULLY,    AND   ANY    FURTHER  INFORMATION 

upon  any  of  the  questions  mentioned  therein  can  be  secured  from  the  central 
Office. 


President's  Report 


With  the  return  of  our  annual  con- 
vention the  various  reports  are  due  and 
mine  is  the  first  in  order. 

As  will  appear  in  the  various  reports 
to  follow,  the  Association  has  had  a  year 
of  great  encouragement,  from  the  pro- 
gress it  has  made;  its  growth  in  numbers, 
power  and  unity  is  evinced  in  the  in- 
creased influence  it  is  exerting  upon  the 
community  and  the  government,  besides 
commanding  the  respect  and  consideration 
of  the  interests.  These  results  have  not 
been  obtained  without  much  effort,  and 
are  due  to  the  untiring  energies  of  the 
board  of  management  who  have  worked 
so  harmoniously  together  to  this  end. 

As  time  goes  on  new  problems  confront 
us  and  we  are  more  and  more  impressed 
with  our  responsibilities  and  the  tremend- 
ous amount  of  work  before  us,  demanding 
our  constant  and  immediate  attention. 
This  has  by  no  means  daunted  us,  nor 
impaired  our  energies,  but  on  the  con- 
trary has  quickened  us  and  increased  our 
determination  to  accomplish  as  far  as 
in  us  lies  the  work  of  reform,  to  which  we, 
as  organized  farmers,  are  pledged,  and 
with  the  men  we  have  on  our  board  of 
management  as  well  as  in  our  ranks  we 
have  no  cause  to  fear  the  ultimate  out- 
come. 

For  True  Democracy 

We  are  fighting  for  a  just  cause,  a 
true  democracy  and  an  equitable  dis- 
tribution of  wealth,  we  want  conditions 
whereby  the  wealth  producers  may  be 
able  to  retain  a  fair  proportion  of  the 
wealth  they  create  and  put  a  stop  to  the 
greater  part  of  its  flowing  into  the  pockets 
of  the  few,  who  understand  the  laws 
governing  the  distribution  of  wealth,  and 
who  are  ever  on  the  watch  to  have  those 
laws  fashioned  to  serve  their  own  ends. 


The  last  century  was  renowned  for 
the  acquisition  of  enormous  fortunes  by 
a  few;  but  if  we  are  true  to  our  cause 
this  twentieth  century  will  be  noted  for 
its  equitable  distribution  of  wealth  among 
the  many  who  produce  it.  Let  our  slogan 
be:  - 

"More  for  toil  and  less  for  spoil, 
More  for  need  and  less  for  greed." 

This  organization  is  becoming  more  and 
more  alive  to  the  unfair  and  unscrupulous 
methods  which  enable  the  few  to  grow 
rich  at  the  expense  of  the  many.  These 
methods  explained,  answer  the  burning 
question  now  exercising  the  minds  of 
thinking  people  in  this  and  other  countries, 
viz.,  "the  high  cost  of  living."  To  our 
oflScial  organ.  The  Guide,  we  are  largely 
indebted  for  our  education  in  this  direc- 
tion and  our  earnest  wish  is  that  it  may 
continue  its  valuable  work,  till  that  new 
era  for  which  we  are  working  shall  open 
before  the  people  of  this  great  country. 

When  this  longed  for  epoch  arrives, 
all  unnatural  inequalities,  all  artificial 
obstructions,  all  deadly  grinding  toil,  all 
involuntary  poverty  and  all  unfairly 
acquired  wealth  will  be  eliminated,  and 
the  best  opportunities  will  be  given  to 
every  man,  woman  and  child  for  their 
highest  development,  physical,  mental 
and  spiritual. 

It  may  be  to  our  advantage  to  consider 
briefly  the  conditions  responsible  for  this 
unfair  distribution  of  wealth  and  some 
methods  within  our  reach  for  its  removal. 

Evils  of  Monopoly 

Immense  fortunes  have  been  made  by 
a  comparatively  small  number,  by  the 
following  monopolies: — The  land  monop- 
oly is  the  greatest  by  gaining  control  of 
land  so  located  that  the  public  must  have 
the  use  of  it  for  trading  and  distributing 
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centres  in  the  cities  and  towns.  For 
example,  land  in  New  York  city  has 
become  worth  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
million  dollars  per  acre;  why  is  this? 
Simply  because  the  owners  of  the  land 
are  enabled  from  the  enormous  rentals 
they  charge  to  squeeze  that  amount  of 
money  out  of  the  people  who  use  it.  As 
population  increases  in  large  cities,  so 
the  power  of  land-owners,  to  exact  still 
greater  sums  from  the  public,  will  increase 
in  proportion. 

Then  we  have  "The  Monopoly  of 
Natural  Resources,"  such  as  coal,  iron, 
oil,  gas,  water  power  and  timber  limits. 
When  a  man  or  a  group  of  men  have 
acquired  the  control  of  any  natural 
resources,  their  power  to  squeeze  the 
pubUc  is  limited  only  by  the  demand  of 
the  public  for  the  products  which  they 
control.  As  the  population  and  the  need 
for  these  commodities  grows,  so  the  power 
of  those  controlling  them,  to  exact  in- 
creasing tribute  increases. 

The  untold  wealth  of  John  D.  Rocke- 
feller was  started  by  his  monopoly  of 
oil  fields,  and  Andrew  Carnegie — who  has 
already  given  away  over  two  hundred 
million  dollars — obtained  his  wealth  from 
iron  mines.  Now  we  come  to  the  Monop- 
oly of  Transportation  facilities.  This  is 
obtained  by  gaining  control  of  our  great 
public  utility  companies,  such  as  our 
transcontinental  railway  systems,  and 
express  companies.  The  public  must  use 
the  services  of  these  companies,  not  only 
for  travelling,  but  for  the  shipping  of  the 
products  it  uses.  The  men  who  control 
these  services  by  maintaining  high  rates 
are  enabled  to  bleed  the  public  in  a 
hundred  different  ways.  They  increase 
the  cost  to  us  of  almost  everything  we 
buy. 

By  these  means  the  late  E.  H.  Harriman 
accumulated  a  fortune  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  million  dollars  in  fifteen  years. 

Tariffs  and  Watered  Stock 

Then  again,  behind  our  so  called  pro- 
tective tariffs  are  formed  combines  and 
mergers  which  give  control  of  manu- 
factured articles,  such  as  clothes,  boots, 
furniture,  farm  implements,  cement  and 
scores  of  other  things,  they  advance  the 
cost  of  these  articles  to  the  public  and 
so  build  up  for  themselves  great  fortunes 
at  the  public's  expense. 

Still  one  more  system: — The  modern 
method  of  watering  stock.  Immense 
amounts  of  money  have  been  taken  from 
a  confiding  and  investing  public  who  have 
not  realized  when  buying  small  pieces 
of  paper  called  stocks  and  bonds,  that 
they  have  really  been  buying  what  is 
known  as  "watered  stock."  In  some 
cases  all  the  common  stock  is  nothing  but 
water.    This    is    a    comparatively  new 


method  of  getting  rich  quickly,  but  is  now 
being  used  on  a  scale  that  is  increasing 
rapidly. 

Fortunes  have,  of  course,  been  made  by 
other  means  than  those  mentioned,  but 
it  will  be  found  the  greater  majority  of 
the  enormously  wealthy  people  of  today 
have  acquired  their  wealth  by  some  one 
or  more  of  the  foregoing  methods  and 
more  especially  from  the  first  three. 

They  have  seized  or  gained  control  of 
these  things  which  the  public  must  use, 
and  by  means  of  this  control  they  have 
taxed  and  plundered  the  public  in  all 
directions,  but  at  last  we  are  beginning 
to  awake  to  the  true  condition  of  things. 

Canada  Awakening 

This  young  giant  "Canada"  has  been 
asleep  and  during  that  time  was  bound 
in  chains  and  fetters  of  political,  economic 
and  social  bondage,  but  is  now  giving 
unmistakable  signs  of  awakening.  We  can 
already  feel  the  quiver  of  his  muscles 
and  the  movement  of  his  limbs;  we  shall 
soon  have  him  wide  awake,  and  then  see 
the  bursting  of  the  bonds  and  the  yoke 
of  bondage  thrown  aside. 

The  mass  of  people  are  learning  their 
first  lesson  in  economics,  and  are  beginning 
to  see  that  if  the  few  who  control  the 
monopolies,  combines,  mergers  and  trusts 
can  levy  tribute  on  the  wealth  producers 
to  the  extent  of  some  fifty  per  cent,  of 
the  amount  produced,  the  remainder  will 
have  to  live  on  one  half  the  amount  they 
are  entitled  to — or,  in  other  words,  they 
will  have  to  pay  double  price  to  cover  the 
tribute  money  claimed  by  the  barons  of 
privilege. 

.  The  above  are  the  conditions  responsible 
for  the  increased  cost  of  living,  rural 
depopulation,  the  influences  that  create 
city  slums,  and  explains  the  enormous 
wealth  of  the  few  and  the  poverty  of  the 
many. 

The  movement  toward  the  righting 
of  these  conditions  is,  however,  well 
launched,  and  it  is  with  pride  we  note 
the  organized  farmers  of  the  West  are 
leading.  Some  claim  that  any  "legal" 
gains  are  just;  but  I  claim  that  no  law 
is  legal  and  should  be  abolished,  where 
justice  does  not  square  with  morality. 

Enslaved  by  Ignorance 

We  are  beginning  to  see  that  Henry 
George  was  right  when  he  said  "Under 
all  forms  of  government  the  ultimate 
power  lies  with  the  masses."  It  is  not 
kings,  nor  aristocracies,  nor  landlords,  nor 
capitalists  that  really  enslave  the  people. 
It  is  their  own  ignorance. 

The  scales  are  falling  from  our  eyes, 
we  are  realizing  we  have  the  power — as 
soon  as  we  care  to  use  it — to  right  these 
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couditions.  They  have  been  brought  about 
and  are  being  continued  by  only  a  small 
minority  of  the  people. 

Ex-President  Roosevelt,  in  his  first 
public  speech  in  his  campaign  for  re- 
election as  president,  said,  "We  are 
suffering  today  from  tyranny  of  minorities. 
It  is  a  small  minority  that  is  grabbing  our 
coal  deposits,  our  water  powers,  our 
harbor  fronts.  A  small  minority  is 
fattening  on  the  sale  of  adulterated  foods 
and  drugs.  It  is  a  small  minority  that 
lies  behind  monopolies  and  trusts.  It  is 
a  small  minority  that  stands  behind  the 
present  law  of  master  and  servant,  the 
sweat  shops  and  the  whole  calendar  of 
social  and  industrial  injustice.  It  is  a 
small  minority  that  is  today  using  our 
conventional  (political)  system,  to  defeat 
the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  people.  The 
only  tyrannies  from  which  men,  women 
and  children  are  suffering  are  the  tyran- 
nies of  minorities." 

If  we  have  endured  these  tyrannies 
and  the  unjust  extortions — with  all  their 
attendant  evils  and  sufferings — which 
are  imposed  upon  us  by  a  small  minority, 
through  our  ignorance,  now  we  have  the 
knowledge  we  should  not  let  them  con- 
tinue; the  remedy  is  within  our  reach. 

The  wealth  producers  of  this  province, 
this  Dominion,  this  empire,  can,  when 
they  will,  throw  off  their  political,  their 
economic  and  their  social  bondage.  I  am 
glad  to  see  a  movement  set  on  foot  federat- 
ing the  organizations  of  wealth  producers 
throughout  this  province,  for  advancing 
the  common  cause  of  humanity  and  re- 
moving the  evils  that  exist. 

Prosperity  and  Debt 

To  show  that  the  American  farmers 
are  suffering  from  similar  evils  to  those 
with  which  we  are  confronted,  probably 
even  more  acutely,  let  me  tell  you  what 
"The  New  York  World"  has  said.  Quoting 
from  the  "Census  Bureau"  bulletin  it 
says: — "Out  of  the  about  six  and  one 
half  millions  of  farms,  only  about  one 
half  are  operated  by  owners.  In  ten 
years,  mortgaged  farms  have  increased 
nearly  eighteen  per  cent,  tenant  farmers 
by  sixteen  and  one  half  per  cent.  Ten  years 
of  unexampled  prosperity  for  the  pro- 
tected trusts  have  left  marks  of  debt  and 
dependency  upon  American  farmers." 
"It  is  upon  the  farmer,"  it  declares,  "the 
blight  of  privilege,  plutocracy,  jingoism 
and  extravagance  has  fallen."  Yet  Sec- 
retary Wilson,  of  the  department  of 
agriculture,  states  that  during  the  last 
sixteen  years  the  farmer  has  increased 
his  wealth  production  by  one  hundred 
and  forty-one  per  cent.  These  state- 
ments strongly  support  my  contention — 
which  I  also  mentioned  in  my  last  year's 
address  to  you — that  whatever  progress 


we  make  in  modern  scientific  farming 
(and  there  is  no  one  more  desirious  than 
I  that  we  should  be  up-to-date  in  this 
respect),  that  under  present  economic 
conditions  little  benefit  will  accrue  to 
the  farmers.  This  is  our  great  question 
and  if  I  can  convince  the  members  of 
this  convention — gathering  as  they  do 
from  every  part  of  the  province — that 
our  present  economic  condition  is  the 
question  and  that  every  other  pales  into 
insignificance  before  it,  if  I  can  enthuse 
the  delegates  present  with  the  necessary 
enthusiasm  to  stir  into  activity  the 
Unions  they  represent,  so  that  we  can 
unitedly  deal  with  it,  I  shall  feel  that  I 
have  accomplished  something  w^orth  while. 

Our  Own  Part 

Our,  and  similar  organizations  in  the 
adjoining  provinces,  are  the  great  forces 
for  true  democracy  in  this  Dominion. 
Are  we  doing  all  we  might  or  could? 
Organizations,  like  individuals,  are  meas- 
ured by  their  opportunities;  with  our 
magnificent  opportunities  we  must  pro- 
duce equal  results,  remembering  always 
that  opportunity  is  a  passing  event, 
commanding  immediate  obedience,  but, 
if  we  fail  to  grasp  it,  it  may  pass  beyond 
our  reach. 

If  we  do  as  well  as  we  know  how,  we 
shall  not  let  the  land  now  lying  waste 
remain  idle,  while  people  flock  into  cities 
where  idleness,  luxury,  wealth  and  poverty 
war  against  each  other,  and  where  the 
microbe  of  degeneracy  plies  its  deadly 
work,  because  of  our  lack  of  effort  and 
courage  to  fight  the  evils  and  establish 
the  right. 

Let  us  remember,  the  lower  we  sink 
the  greater  effort  required  to  rise  and 
reform.  The  lost  physical  and  moral 
standing  of  a  country,  or  an  individual, 
is  not  recalled  at  will  by  the  victim, 
therefore,  the  prevention  of  further 
degeneracy  should  come  as  a  plain  duty 
to  every  member  of  this  organization,  a 
duty  which  he  should  perform,  noc  alone 
for  his  own  or  his  family's  sake,  but  for 
the  sake  of  humanity,  and  those  whom 
we  shall  leave  to  inherit  the  earth  which 
we  are  so  largely  failing  to  utilize  and 
improve. 

The  Remedies 

Having  considered  conditions  let  us 
see  what  remedies  are  necessary.  We 
have  repeated  that  unorganized  unco- 
operative agriculture  is  helpless  to  fight 
the  organized  forces  which  are  exacting 
such  heavy  tribute  from  all  productive 
labor.  This  fact  being  incontrovertible: 
organization  is  our  only  weapon.  With 
organization  we  can  overcome  every 
obstacle — may  I  suggest  a  motto:  — 
"Organized  to  assist,  not  combined  to 
injure. " 


Let  organization  be  our  strength,  our 
talisman  if  you  will,  but  let  it  be  our 
constant  thought,  our  constant  aim,  our 
constant  effort,  let  it  enter  into  our  being, 
because  our  existence  as  a  class  depends 
on  organization.  Let  us  imbue  every 
member  of  every  union  with  its  importance 
and  show  each  individual  member  how 
dependant  the  ultimate  success  of  our 
efforts  is,  on  his  work,  his  interest  and 
his  loyalty.  The  "Interests"  are  not 
slow  to  note  the  personnel  of  our  organi- 
zation, every  member  should  become 
acquainted  with  economic  questions.  He 
should  attend  and  take  a  keen  interest 
in  his  union  meetings,  his  very  presence 
is  an  inspiration,  and  he  will  be  able  to 
form  a  true  estimate  of  the  importance 
of  the  work  to  be  done  and  the  necessity 
for  his  help.  The  idea  that  a  man  may 
join  a  union  and  obtain  benefits  for  him- 
self without  assuming  and  performing 
the  active  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
membership,  both  moral  and  financial, 
is  the  basis  of  the  weakness  of  some  of 
our  unions.  Those  of  us  who  have  the 
opportunity  of  visiting  the  unions  have 
often  found  that  the  best  suggestions  do 
not.  always  come  from  the  man  who  is 
the  most  brilliant;  the  humblest  worker, 
or  youngest  member,  may  have  a  thought 
of  little  value  in  itself,  but  it  may  suggest 
something  to  someone  else  who  has  a 
more  constructive  mind  and  can  use  it 
to  the  great  advantage  of  the  whole  body. 

If  every  individual  member  of  the 
Association  will  be  whole-hearted,  earnest, 
unselfish  and  enthusiastic  in  the  work  of 
the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  we  can 
with  assurance  predict  for  1913  greater 
advancement  and  achievement  than  in 
any  previous  year  of  our  existence. 

Direct  Legislation 

This  organization  stands  for,  and  has 
been  steadily  working  for  Direct  Legis- 
lation because  it  recognizes  that  through 
its  operations  great  reforms  can  be 
accomplished. 

Direct  Legislation  is  becoming  better 
understood  and  is  rapidly  making  friends 
because  it  is  absolutely  non-partisan, 
having  not  the  remotest  relation  to  any 
party,  creed  or  sect,  nor  any  other  political 
or  economic  question.  It  is  merely  a 
process  of  making  known  the  will  of  the 
voters. 

Its  advocates  are  foun,d  in  every  party, 
and  they  hold  the  most  varied  and  con- 
tradictory theories  and  beliefs  regarding 
taxation,  tariff,  temperance,  trusts  and 
other  economic  questions. 

They  unite  only  in  the  belief  that  the 
people  should  have  a  way  to  express  and 
enforce  their  will  in  government.  This 
is  a  platform  upon  which  all  can  and 
should  unite;  in  short,  Direct  Legislation 


simply  provides  the  means  for  doing 
what  the  majority  of  voters  want  done. 

The  resolution  adopted  at  our  con- 
vention  here  two  years  ago,  instructing 
the  secretary  to  draw  up  a  petition  to  the 
local  legislature  requesting  that  Direct 
Legislation  become  a  part  of  the  con- 
stitution  of  the  province  at  the  next 
session  of  the  house,  was  carried  out. 

Your  legislative  committee,  as  will 
appear  in  their  report,  attended  the 
House  with  a  largely  signed  petition  for 
this  purpose,  but  beyond  a  resolution 
that  the  matter  should  be  investigated 
and  attended  to  at  its  next  session,  noth- 
ing definite  was  done. 

We  felt  that  the  matter  was  not  dealt 
with  as  fully  as  we  had  been  led  to  expect, 
and  I  trust  arrangements  will  be  made  M 
at  this  convention  to  see  that  this  im-  9 
portant  matter  is  no  longer  shelved  un-  9 
necessarily.  We  need  a  statute  incor-  ■ 
porating  this  form  of  government  into  m 
our  constitution,  and  it  will  be  our  fault  I 
if  we  allow  the  government  to  thwart  ^ 
our  efforts  to  obtain  it. 

It  is  through  Direct  Legislation  we  are 
able  to  express  and  enforce  our  will  as  a  .m 
people  and  to  have  our  wishes  carried  « 
out.  It  shows  that  as  an  organization 
we  recognize  the  importance  of  this  meas- 
ure as  we  make  this  the  first  plank  in  our 
platform.  When  this  question  is  settled, 
public  ownership  of  public  utilities  will 
also  be  settled.  We  hold  that  where 
free  competition  becomes  impossible, 
as  in  telephones,  telegraphs,  railways 
and  other  public  utilities,  such  business 
becomes  a  social  function  and  should  be 
owned,  controlled  and  managed  by  and 
for  the  people,  through  their  proper 
government,  municipal,  provincial  or 
national,  and  we  are  working  to  this  end. 

Taxation  of  Land  Values 

As  a  province  we  take  pride  in  the 
progress  we  are  making  toward  Direct 
Taxation.  With  our  capital  city,  Edmon- 
ton, a  single  tax  city,  Calgary  only  waiting 
for  the  passing  of  a  by-law — whic\  has 
had  its  first  reading — to  become  one, 
Lethbridge  and  Medicine  Hat  also  work- 
ing toward  that  end,  Wetaskiwin  seriously 
considering  the  matter,  all  our  towns 
and  over  fifty  rural  municipalities  work- 
ing it,  is  a  remarkable  showing. 

British  Columbia  will,  I  believe,  adopt 
the  single  tax,  and  our  neighboring 
province  on  the  east,  Saskatchewan,  has 
adopted  the  single  tax  in  all  her  rural 
municipalities,  giving  the  urban  muni- 
cipalities the  option  for  doing  so;  this 
system  is,  therefore,  province-wide  and 
will  soon  Ibe  generally  adopted. 

The  West  may  be  proud  of  this  record 
and  justly  so.  It  is  unjust  to  tax  industry 
and  the  products  and  savings  of  labor; 
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this  encourages  the  land  speculator  and 
discourages  industry;  nothing  the  West 
has  ever  done  will  so  attract  desirable 
settlers  as  removing  this  tax  on  industry 
and  thrift.  I  hold  that  each  man  is 
entitled  to  all  that  his  labor  produces 
and  that  no  tax  should  be  levied  on  the 
products  of  his  labor,  and  I  hope  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  all  public 
revenues  for  Dominion,  Provincial  and 
Municipal  purposes  will  be  raised  on  land 
values,  irrespective  of  improvements  and 
the  abolition  of  all  other  forms  of  direct 
or  indirect  taxation.  Single  tax  is  not 
a  tax  on  land,  but  on  the  value  of  land, 
it  would,  therefore,  not  fall  on  all  land, 
but  on  land  that  had  value,  and  on  that 
in  proportion  to  its  value.  It  would  be 
a  tax,  not  on  the  use  or  improvement 
of  land,  but  on  the  ownership  of  land, 
taking  what  would  otherwise  go  to  the 
owner  as  owner  and  not  as  user. 

In  excluding  all  values  created  by  use 
or  improvement,  the  value  attaching  to 
bare  land  only  would  be  considered  in 
assessments.  Thus  the  farmer  would 
have  to  pay  no  more  taxes  than  the 
speculator  who  held  a  similar  piece  of  land 
idle,  and  the  man  who,  on  a  city  lot, 
erected  a  valuable  building,  would  be 
taxed  no  more  than  the  man  who  held 
a  similar  vacant  lot. 

Few  realize  the  importance  of,  and 
what  single  tax  really  w^ll  accomplish. 
Let  me  point  out  some  of  its  most  im- 
portant recommendations.  It  will  take 
the  weight  of  taxation  off  the  agricultural 
districts,  where  land  has  little  or  no 
value,  irrespective  of  improvements,  and 
put  it  on  towns  and  cities  where  bare 
land  rises  to  the  value  of  millions  of 
dollars  per  acre. 

It  will  dispense  with  a  multiplicity 
of  taxes  and  an  army  of  tax-gatherers, 
simplify  government  and  greatly  reduce 
its  cost. 

It  will  do  away  with  the  fraud,  cor- 
ruption and  gross,  inequality  inseparable 
from  our  present  methods  of  taxation, 
which  allow  the  rich  to  escape  while  they 
grind  the  poor.  Land  cannot  be  carried 
off,  and  its  value  can  be  ascertained 
with  greater  ease  than  any  other. 

It  would  give  us,  with  all  the  world,  as 
perfect  freedom  of  trade  as  now  exists 
between  our  provinces,  enabling  our 
people  to  share  through  free  exchanges 
in  all  the  advantages  which  nature  has 
given  to  other  countries,  or  which  the 
peculiar  skill  of  peoples  has  enabled  them 
to  attain.  It  would  destroy  trusts, 
monopolies  and  corruptions  which  are 
the  outgrowths  of  the  tariff;  it  would  do 
away  with  the  fines  and  penalties  now 
levied  on  any  one  who  improves  a  farm, 
erects  a  house,  builds  a  machine,  or 
in  any  way  adds  to  the  general  stock  of 


wealth.  It  would  leave  everyone  free 
to  apply  labor  or  expend  capital  in 
production  or  exchange  without  fine  or 
restriction,  and  would  leave  to  each  the 
full  product  of  his  exertion. 

It  would,  on  the  other  hand,  by  taking 
for  public  use  that  value  which  attaches 
to  land  by  reason  of  growth  and  im- 
provement of  the  community,  make 
the  holding  of  land  unprofitable  to  the 
mere  owner,  and  profitable  only  to  the 
user.  It  would  thus  make  it  impossible  for 
speculators  and  monopolists  to  hold 
natural  opportunities  unused  or  only 
half  used,  and  would  throw  open  to 
labor  the  illimitable  field  of  employment 
which  the  earth  offers  to  man,  thereby 
solving  the  labor  problem,  doing  away 
with  involuntary  poverty,  raise  wages 
to  the  full  earnings  of  labor,  make  over- 
production impossible  until  all  human 
wants  are  satisfied,  render  labor  saving 
inventions  a  blessing  to  all,  and  cause 
such  an  enormous  production,  and  such 
an  equitable  distribution  of  wealth  as 
would  give  to  all  comfort,  leisure  and 
participation  in  the  advantage  of  an 
advancing  civilization. 

Surely,  such  a  scientific  and  equitable 
form  of  taxation  is  worth  our  careful 
study,  embracing,  as  it  does,  such  im- 
portant questions  as  tariff,  transportation 
and  the  many  others  so  closely  entwined 
in  it. 

Hail  Insurance 

The  Hail  Insurance  was  taken  up 
by  your  committee  and  energetically 
pursued,  but  with  all  the  effort  we  were 
able  to  exert,  the  minister  of  agriculture 
refused  to  carry  the  government  hail 
insurance  for  another  year,  until  the 
new  rural  municipalities  act  came  into 
force,  the  evident  desire  was  to  let  in 
private  corporation^  without  regard  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  farmers.  The 
committee  remained  in  Edmonton  and 
watched  every  clause  referring  to  hail 
insurance,  and  if  we  had  not  done  so  I 
fear  the  act  providing  for  hail  insurance 
would  have  been  of  little  value. 

ki C   Dominion   Affairs^  ^  ^  i 

Hudson  Bay  Railway.  We  are  glad 
to  see  the  government  are  pushing  the 
building  of  this  line;  the  Canadian  Coun- 
cil of  Agriculture  took  this  matter  up 
at  Regina  and  we  passed  a  strong  resolu- 
tion to  the  government  requesting  that 
work  be  carried  on  at  both  ends  simulta- 
neously, also  to  proceed  with  necessary 
work  in  the  harbor  on  the  Hudson 
Bay.  We  want  to  be  careful  to  see  that 
this  outlet  remains  in  the  possession 
and  under  the  control  of  the  people  and 
operated  for  their  benefit. 
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We  welcome  the  prospect  of  a  parcels 
post  and  trust  nothing  will  prevent  its 
being  adopted  this  year.  There  can  be 
no  question  that,  properly  managed,  the 
parcel  post  can  be  operated  more  economi- 
cally at  lower  rates,  and  with  greater 
efficiency,  than  the  express  business.  It 
would  reach  to  every  corner  of  the  country 
where  rural  mail  delivery  is  operating. 
It  will  be,  if  adopted,  a  long  stride  in 
national  co-operation. 

Cheap  Money  for  Farmers 

Cheaper  loans  for  farmers  is  another 
question  that  will  be  considered  by  the 
convention.  Last  year  I  referred  to 
Provincial  Life  Insurance,  suggesting 
that  the  amount  received  in  premiums 
should  be  loaned  at  a  fair  rate  of  interest 
to  home  industries.  I  see  Wisconsin 
has  now  State  life  insurance  in  operation, 
and  Massachusetts  an  industrial  insurance, 
both  giving  satisfaction  and  I  see  no 
reason  why  we  could  not  adopt  a  similar 
system,  and  if  a  Provincial  bank  could 
be  established,  it  is  estimated  that  the 
amounts  received  from  depositing  farmers 
would  equal  or  surpass  the  loans  made 
to  borrowing  farmers;  an  authority  states 
this  to  be  the  case  in  most  instances. 

These  are,  I  think,  the  outstanding 
questions  which  will  claim  our  attention 
during  this  session;  although  there  are 
others  which  have  claimed  the  attention 
of  your  board,  and  will  be  received  in 
the  various  reports  to  be  submitted. 

Dr.  Abbott  says,  "The  present  unrest 
in  the  world  is  man's  demand  for  the 
remainder  of  his  charter  rights;  his 
right  to  govern  himself;  his  right  to 
destroy  the  evils  which  are  destroying 
him."  If  we  keep  these  thoughts  in 
our  minds  we  can  make  this  New  Year 
with  its  new  issues,  its  new  efforts,  new 
duties,  bigger  desires  and  higher  aspira- 
tions one  of  outstanding  progress  in  the 
records  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Al- 
berta. 

May  the  desire  of  this  association  ever 
be  that  love,  the  true  Christian  spirit 
shall  rule  more  and  more  the  daily  lives 
of  all  men  on  the  three  great  battle 
fields  of  progress — Politics,  Commerce 
and  Religion — until  philanthropy  shall 
be  unnecessary  and  idleness  shall  be 
unknown. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD 
OF  DIRECTORS 

Gentlemen: — 

Your  Board  of  Directors  and  your 
Executive  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  beg  to  submit  the 
following  report. 
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In  accordance  with  the  instructions 
given  at  the  last  annual  convention 
your  Directors  appointed  different  com- 
mittees to  take  up  the  matters  in  which 
the  Association  is  interested  and  separate 
reports  will  be  submitted  to  you  by  these 
committees. 

The  Grain  Bill  ' 

Your  Directors  appointed  the  Secretary 
to  represent  the  Association  at  Ottawa 
when  the  Grain  Bill  was  up  for  considera- 
tion, and  he,  in  company  with  representa- 
tives of  the  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan 
Grain  Growers'  Associations,  spent  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  time  at  Ottawa  last 
winter.  This  delegation,  after  a  number 
of  interviews  with  the  government,  and 
conferences  with  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Commerce,  at  which  conferences 
representatives  of  the  railway  and  milling 
interests  were  also  present,  were  satisfied 
that  the  views  of  the  farmers  were  fully 
understood  and  their  interests  would  be 
protected,  but  no  sooner  had  they  left 
Ottawa  than  it  speedily  became  apparent 
that  instead  of  this  being  the  case,  the 
prospects  were  that  some  of  the  rights, 
which  had  only  been  won  after  a  hard 
battle,  would  be  lost  to  the  farmers. 
It  was  therefore  necessary  to  send  your 
representatives  to  Ottawa  again  and  thi.s 
time  they  stayed  until  the  close  of  the 
session  and  were  successful  after  a  hard 
fight  in  having  the  clause  objected  to 
struck  out  by  the  Senate. 

Efforts  were  also  made  to  have  the 
Grain  Commission  take  over  and  operate 
all  the  terminal  elevators  as  a  public 
utility,  but  in  this  they  were  unsuccessful 
and  all  that  has  been  secured  is  the  build- 
ing by  the  Commission  of  a  large  terminal 
elevator  at  Fort  William,  this  now  being 
under  construction. 

An  effort  was  made  to  have  all  clauses 
of  the  act  relating  to  the  establishment 
of  a  sample  market  struck  out,  but  after 
losing  out  on  this  in  the  Senate  by  the 
casting  vote  of  the  Speaker,  an  amend- 
ment was  added  providing  that  the  clauses 
should  not  come  into  effect  until  an  order 
in  council  was  passed  by  the  government, 
and  the  promise  was  made  that  this  order 
would  not  be  passed  until  an  investigation 
had  been  made.  Unfortunately,  the 
order  in  council  has  been  passed,  but  in 
so  far  as  the  farmers  at  least  are  con- 
cerned, no  investigation  was  held,  and  it 
will  be  necessary  to  do  some  hard  work 
during  the  next  few  months  so  that  our 
interests  will  be  protected. 

The  first  step  towards  securing  an 
order  or  terminal  point  in  Alberta  was 
secured  when  the  demand  for  a  survey 
board  with  headquarters  at  Calgarj'  was 
accepted,  and  this  board  has  now  been 
appointed  and  is  now  in  operatioa. 
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The  recommendation  relating  to  No. 
i  barley  so  as  to  prevent  frozen  grains 
getting  into  this  grade  was  accepted  and 
is  now  law. 

The  Railway  Act 

The  delegation  to  Ottawa  also  took 
up  the  question  of  amendments  to  the 
Railway  Act,  more  especially  regarding 
the  losses  sustained  by  farmers  for  stock 
killed  upon  the  railway  track,  but  the 
government  decided  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  take  action  at  that  session 
of  Parliament.  The  promise  was  made, 
however,  that  there  would  be  a  revision 
of  the  Railway  Act  made  during  the 
summer  of  1912,  so  that  same  could  be 
presented  to  Parliament  at  the  next 
session,  but  your  Directors  are  not  at 
present  in  a  position  to  inform  you 
whether  this  will  be  carried  out.  An 
amendment  has  been  introduced  into  the 
House  at  present,  but  it  does  not  meet 
with  our  requirements  inasmuch  that  the 
wording  is  ambiguous  and  does  not  place 
the  onus  of  responsibility  of  proof  where 
it  rightfully  belongs — on  the  railway. 

The  Hudson  Bay  Railway 

Efforts  were  made  to  have  the  con- 
struction work  on  the  Hudson  Bay  Rail- 
way proceeded  with  as  rapidly  as  possible 
and  to  have  the  decision  made  as  to  the 
location  of  the  terminal.  It  is  gratifying 
to  be  able  to  report  that  this  decision  has 
now  been  made,  Port  Nelson  being  the 
choice,  and  that  the  contract  for  the  full 
length  of  the  road  has  now  been  let. 
Whether  the  contractors  will  proceed 
with  the  work  from  the  port  end,  as  well 
as  from  the  present  terminus,  cannot  be 
determined  at  the  present  time. 

Co-operative  Legislation 

An  effort  was  made  to  secure  a  definite 
answer  on  the  important  subject  of  co- 
operation and  the  need  for  eflSlcient 
legislation  thereon,  but  although  a  state- 
ment in  favor  of  the  principle  was  made 
no  promise  was  forthcoming  when  the 
long  looked  for  legislation  would  be 
introduced. 

Hail  Insurance 

While  one  committee  of  >our  Board 
was  busy  in  Ottawa  another  one  was 
appointed  to  look  after  your  interests  at 
Edmonton,  and  considerable  time  was 
spent  by  that  committee  in  the  effort 
to  secure  some  satisfactory  solution  to  the 
hail  insurance  question.  The  committee 
having  charge  of  this  work  was  under 
the  chairmansiiip  of  Mr.  Bevington  and 
;he  will  give  you  a  special  report  thereon. 


Direct  Legislation 

Your  Directors  made  arrangements  for 
the  petitions  on  Direct  Legislation  to 
be  presented  to  the  Legislature  by  the 
Hon.  Chas.  Stewart,  and  have  pleasure 
in  reporting  that  a  resolution  favoring 
Direct  Legislation  was  unanimously  adopt- 
ed by  the  Legislature.  It  is  reported 
that  a  bill  providing  for  Direct  Legislation 
will  be  introduced  at  the  forthcoming 
session  of  the  Legislature. 

Seed  Grain 

Following  the  report  submitted  to  the 
last  convention,  your  Directors  appointed 
a  committee  to  work  upon  the  matter  of 
securing  a  supply  of  seed  grain  for  the 
farmers  who  needed  same,  and  submitted 
the  proposal  to  the  government.  The 
answer  was  received  from  the  Immigration 
Commissioner  that  as  far  as  the  home- 
steaders, who  had  not  yet  secured  their 
patents,  were  concerned  they  would  be 
looked  after  by  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment, but  those  who  had  secured  their 
patent,  or  who  were  purchasing  land 
under  agreements  for  sale,  must  look  to 
the  Provincial  Government.  In  answer 
to  the  proposal  that  this  Association 
would  undertake  the  work  of  securing 
and  distributing  the  grain,  this  proposition 
was  refused,  but  a  suggestion  was  made 
that  one  portion  of  the  province  should 
be  turned  over  to  the  committee,  as  an 
experiment.  This  was  refused  by  the 
committee  as  it  was  felt  that  it  would  not 
be  advisable  to  divide  the  work  in  the 
manner  suggested. 

The  committee  then  approached  the 
Provincial  Government  in  the  matter  of 
securing  grain  for  farmers  who  could 
not  get  assistance  from  the  Dominion 
Government,  but  after  considerable  delay 
the  answer  was  received  that  the  assistance 
asked  for  was  not  required  and  it  would 
not  be  necessary  for  the  province  to  take 
any  action  in  the  matter. 

Pork  Packing 

Your-  Directors  decided  that  it  would 
be  advisable  to  secure  a  reprint  of  the 
report  of  the  Commission  and  with  that 
end  in  view  appointed  Mr.  Warner  as  a 
committee  to  interview  the  Government 
and  see  if  same  could  be  secured.  It  is 
possible  to  report  that  the  request  was 
acceded  to,  and  the  first  instalment  of 
the  reports  has  just  reached  the  office. 
It  is  the  intention  of  your  Directors  to 
prepare  a  short  summary,  drawing  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  co-operative 
proposals  in  the  scheme  and  mail  a  copy 
of  same  with  the  reports.  By  this  means 
it  is  hoped  that  at  an  early  date  it  will  be 
possible  to  arouse  interest  in  this  import- 
ant question. 
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Panama  Canal  Conference 

Your  Directors  attended  a  conference 
of  the  different  interests  of  Western 
Canada,  held  in  Calgary  on  June  28  and 
i9  last,  to  take  steps  to  prepare  for  the 
opening  of  the  Panama  Canal.  Your 
Directors  took  an  active  part  at  this 
conference  and  can  report  that  the 
delegates  in  attendance  unanimously 
adopted  a  resolution  favoring  the  Gov- 
ernment ownership  and  operation  of  the 
terminal  elevators  at  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Live  Stock  Regulations 

Your  Directors  have  taken  an  active 
part  in  preparing  draft  regulations  cover- 
ing the  shipment  of  live  stock,  and  have 
given  the  Live  Stock  Commissioner  every 
assistance  in  this  matter.  As  a  result 
of  the  work  accomplished  to  date  it  is 
expected  that  a  conference  of  the  railways, 
live  stock  men  and  farmers  will  be  held 
at  an  early  date,  when  an  effort  will  be 
made  to  arrive  at  an  amicable  agreement 
for  the  adoption  of  these  proposed  regula- 
tions. 

The  Grain  Commission 

A  committee  of  your  Board  of  Directors 
was  in  attendance  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Grain  Commissioners  held  at 
Calgary  in  August,  and  presented  a  strong 
case  for  the  immediate  construction  of 
terminal  facilities  at  the  Pacific  Coast. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Commission  prom- 
ised to  take  the  case  under  advisement, 
but  the  decision  arrived  at  has  not  yet 
been  made  public. 

The  committee  also  assisted  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  presenting  a  case  in  favor 
of  Calgary  being  made  an  order  and 
terminal  point. 

Fire  Guards 

Your  Directors  have  assisted  the  Chief 
Fire  Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Railway 
Commissioners  to  collect  information  re- 
lating to  the  plowing  and  burning  of 
fire  guards  and  the  information  which  is 
being  secured  will  be  tabulated  and 
submitted  to  a  joint  conference  which 
will  be  arranged  for  in  the  near  future. 
It  is  hoped  by  this  means  it  will  be  possible 
to  devise  a  more  satisfactory  plan  than 
the  one  now  in  force  in  this  regard. 

Building  Roads 

Your  Directors  have  approached  the 
Government  in  the  matter  of  road  building 
and  suggested  that  as  it  will  be  possible 
for  rural  municipalities  to  borrow  money 
for  substantial  improvements  upon  de- 
bentures, it  will  be  advisable  for  the 
Government  engineers  to  prepare  specifica- 
tions covering  all  kinds  of  road  work,  to 


be  used  as  a  model,  and  that  a  copy  of 
these  specifications  should  be  sent  to  all 
municipalities  in  the  province. 

The  Navy  Question 

Your  Directors  decided  to  support  the 
stand  taken  by  the  Dominion  Grange 
of  Ontario,  in  the  matter  of  a  navy,  and 
prepared  petitions,  sending  them  through- 
out the  province  for  signature,  asking 
that  this  question  be  submitted  to  a 
referendum  of  the  people  before  being 
finally  decided. 

Ranch  Commission 

Your  Directors  decided  to  submit  a 
case  to  the  Ranch  Commission  which  held 
meetings  throughout  the  West  last  fall, 
and  at  the  final  meeting  presented  a 
written  statement  giving,  as  far  as  could 
be  gathered,  the  views  of  the  farmers 
on  the  subject  of  leasing  lands  for  ranch- 
ing purposes. 

Machinery  Contracts 

At  the  suggestion  of  your  Directors 
it  was  decided  to  press  vigorously  for 
legislation  providing  for  uniform  ma- 
chinery contracts,  and  with  that  end  in 
view  a  copy  of  one  of  the  contracts  now- 
used  by  machine  companies  was  sent  out 
as  a  circular.  As  a  result  of  this,  and 
the  decided  stand  taken  by  the  members 
of  the  U.F.A.  on  this  question,  it  is  hoped 
that  the  Government  will,  at  the  forth- 
coming session  of  the  Legislature,  intro- 
duce legislation  bearing  upon  this  im- 
portant subject. 

Parcels  Post 

It  is  with  considerable  pleasure  that 
your  Directors  report  the  fact  that  in  all 
probability  legislation  will  be  introduced 
at  an  early  date  providing  for  a  start 
towards  the  parcel  post  system.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  plan  will  follow  the 
system — the  zone  system — which  recently 
became  effective  in  the  United  States, 
instead  of  the  uniform  rate  on  the  plan 
which  now  prevails  in  our  post  oflSce 
department.  If  the  rates  are  in  any  way 
favorable  it  will  be  an  effective  check  to 
the  extortionate  express  charges  which 
now  prevail. 

Cheaper  Money 

Your  Directors  have  had  circulars 
prepared  dealing  with  the  question  of 
cheaper  money  and  same  have  been 
submitted  to  the  members  for  considera- 
tion. This  information  shows  that  there 
are  three  systems  in  force  at  the  present 
time — state  loans  to  settlers  through  a 
Government  department  as  in  New 
Zealand;  loans  to  settlers  through  the 
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medium  of  state  banks  as  in  Australia; 
and  the  co-operative  credit  system  which 
is  to  be  found  in  Ireland,  Germany, 
Denmark  and  many  other  countries. 

Reciprocal  Demurrage 

Last  fall  the  railway  companies  applied 
to  the  Board  of  Railway  Commissioners 
asking  for  an  order  increasing  the  demur- 
rage rates  for  loading  or  unloading  cars 
to  $2.00,  $3.00  and  $4.00  per  day,  and 
after  hearing  the  arguments  presented  the 
Board  passed  an  order  increasing  the 
rates  from  $1.00  per  day  to  $2.00  for 
the  first  day  and  $3.00  for  each  additional 
day's  delay.  Needless  to  say  this  has 
caused  considerable  comment  throughout 
the  country  and  a  strong  and  persistent 
demand  for  reciprocal  demurrage  is  now 
making  itself  felt,  many  of  the  Boards 
of  Trade  taking  steps  to  secure  data  on 
this  subject.  Your  Directors  are  also 
acting  in  this  matter  and  are  collecting 
evidence  which  will  show  the  losses  sus- 
tained by  farmers  through  cars  being 
delayed  in  transit.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  in  this  connection  that  by  a  ruling 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  rendered  a  few  days  ago,  the 
reciprocal  demurrage  law  passed  by  the 
State  of  Michigan  has  been  declared  un- 
constitutional. Although  a  decision  such 
as  this  will  make  the  work  harder,  still 
it  will  not  deter  those  who  have  the  matter 
in  hand  in  trying  to  secure  a  settlement  of 
this  question. 

The  Bank  Act 

The  Bank  Act  is  up  for  revision  at  the 
present  session  of  Parliament  and  two 
clauses  have  been  inserted  which  are  of 
interest  to  the  farmers.  These  refer  to 
the  borrowing  of  money  on  the  security 
of  grain  and  of  cattle.  It  is  currently 
reported  that  these  clauses  will  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  farmers,  but  your  Directors 
cannot  agree  with  this  statement  for  the 
reason  that  in  the  first  case  no  provision 
is  made  as  to  where  the  grain  shall  be 
stored,  and  the  clause  is  therefore  so 
ambiguous  that  as  a  means  of  providing 
relief  to  the  farmers  it  will  be  useless, 
while  in  the  second  case  the  clause  refers 
specifically  to  ranchers,  leaving  out 
farmers  entirely,  while  security  on  horses, 
sheep  or  swine  would  not  be  acceptable. 
Your  Directors  have  caused  strong  re- 
presentations to  be  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment upon  these  questions. 

Transportation 

During  the  past  year  your  Directors 
and  the  Transportation  Committee  have 
done  everything  possible  to  further  the 


case  presented  some  time  ago,  asking  for 
a  reduction  in  Western  freight  rates,  and 
the  case,  which  is  now  before  the  Railway 
Commission,  is  progressing  towards  a 
conclusion.  This,  with  other  cases  bear- 
ing upon  same,  has  occupied  the  attention 
of  your  committee  during  the  past  year, 
and  at  each  sitting  of  the  Commission 
in  Western  Canada  steps  were  taken  to 
have  representatives  on  hand  to  look  after 
the  interests  of  the  members  of  the  U.F.A. 

It  is  with  considerable  regret  that  your 
Directors  report  the  very  sad  and  un- 
expected death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mabee, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Railway  Com- 
missioners. Mr.  Mabee  was  a  strong 
friend  of  the  West  and  was  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  has 
left  a  place  in  public  life  which  will  be 
void  for  many  years  to  •  come,  and  his 
memory  will  always  be  respected  for 
the  clear  and  impartial  manner  in  which 
he  handled  all  questions  submitted  to 
him,  and  for  his  unfailing  courtesy  no 
matter  whether  the  question  be  large  or 
small. 

The  Guide 

Y'our  Directors  have  great  pleasure 
in  referring  to  the  satisfactory  progress 
made  by  our  official  organ.  The  Grain 
Growers'  Guide,  during  the  past  year, 
and  the  latest  figures  secured  from  the 
editor,  that  the  circulation  in  Alberta 
alone  has  increased  over  one  thousand 
during  the  last  three  months  is  very 
gratifying  indeed.  In  connection  with 
this  work  your  Directors  wish  to  thank 
the  great  friend  of  the  U.F.A. ,  who  has 
during  the  last  few  days  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  The  Guide  the  sum  of  $500.00 
to  be  expended  in  prizes  for  a  subscription 
campaign  in  Alberta  during  the  winter 
months.  Although  he  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous,  his  gift  is  appreciated  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  result  will  be  a  large 
increase  in  subscriptions  from  Alberta 
during  the  next  few  months. 

Your  Directors  have  spent  a  very  busy 
time  taking  up  the  questions  of  moment 
during  the  past  twelve  months  and  feel 
that  the  progress  made  is  cause  for  con- 
siderable gratification,  and  wish  to  thank 
all  who  have  so  kindly  assisted  in  this 
work.  While  the  work  which  has  been 
done  during  the  past  year  is  important, 
still  it  is  only  paving  the  way  for  more 
serious  questions  for  the  future,  and  with 
this  in  view  your  Directors  would  be- 
speak for  your  incoming  Board  the  kindly 
interest  and  support  of  every  member  of 
the  U.F.A. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

(ientleinen: — 

In  presenting  this,  my  fifth  report  to 
you,  as  Secretary  of  the  Association,  I 
wish  to  thank  all  who  have  so  kindly 
assisted  in  the  work  and  in  making  my 
share  of  same  a  success.  I  feel  that  I 
can  speak  more  freely  on  this  matter  at 
the  present  time  owing  to  the  fact  that 
it  is  not  my  intention  to  ask  for  a  re- 
engagement,  and  with  your  kind  pre- 
mission  I  should  like  for  a  few  moments 
to  place  before  you  some  of  my  thoughts, 
which  have  occurred  to  me  during  the 
past  year  in  relation  to  this  work. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  however,  to 
sever  myself  entirely  from  the  work  that 
I  have  been  engaged  in  during  the  past 
five  years,  unless  it  is  your  desire  for  me 
to  do  so,  but  rather  I  hope  that  many 
opportunities  will  arise  wherein  I  can  show 
that  I  am  just  as  much  in  the  work  even 
though  I  am  not  undertaking  the  active 
management  of  same.  I  am  one  of  the 
few  life  members  of  the  Association  and 
I  am  proud  of  that  fact,  as  I  recognize 
the  value  and  driving  force  of  an  effective 
organization. 

In  severing  my  services  as  your  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, I  am  doing  so  with 
great  regret,  but  at  the  same  time  with 
considerable  hope  and  expectation  that 
the  position  that  I  now  hold  in  the  great 
commercial  organization  of  Western  Can- 
ada will  be  only  another  means  of  enabling 
me  to  assist  in  the  solving  of  the  problems 
that  most  affect  us,  and  which  place  us 
as  farmers  in  an  unfair  and  unsatisfactory 
position  at  the  present  time.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  our  success  lies  in  combination 
and  co-operation,  combination  first,  so 
that  we  can  show  a  united  front  to  those 
who  would  prey  upon  us,  and  co-operation 
so  that  as  a  result  of  same  all  may  par- 
ticipate in  the  profits  resulting  from  our 
labors,  and  with  that  in  view,  I  am  looking 
forward  with  pleasure  to  the  work  of  the 
next  few  years,  as  it  is  in  that  period  that 
these  questions  must  be  solved  and  the 
problems  now  affecting  us  must  be  placed 
on  a  sound  economic  basis. 

Dealing  with  the  work  of  the  As- 
sociation for  the  past  year,  I  beg  to  report 
that  good  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  growth  of  the  U.F.A.  and  this  can  best 
be  considered  by  a  few  statistics  showing 
the  membership  fees  collected  during  the 
past  few  years.  This  comparison  shows 
a  steady  growth  in  our  membership  and 
is  as  follows: — 

1909   $1,073.50 

1910    2,026.00 

1911    2,936.00 

1912   3,600.00 

The  growth  in  the  number  of  unions 

has  also  been  steady,  the  increase  for 


1912  over  the  year  previous  being  12U, 
while  the  number  of  unions  now  on  the 
books  is  440.  Of  course  in  giving  these 
figures  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  some 
of  the  unions,  which  are  still  receiving 
circulars  and  other  information  issued  by 
the  Central  office,  have  not  been  heard 
from  for  a  considerable  time,  but  more 
will  be  said  on  this  question  later. 

The  life  membership  fund  has  not  grown, 
and  this  may  be  traced  to  the  fact  that 
no  great  effort  has  been  made  to  push  same, 
but  if  we  are  to  get  the  greatest  measure 
of  success  from  our  work  we  must  take 
steps  to  secure  a  permanent  fund,  as 
otherwise  the  handicaps  wJiich  have  to  be 
contended  with  are  exceeding  great. 

While  this  is  satisfactory  considering 
the  handicaps  the  farmers  have  had  to 
face  during  the  past  three  years,  it  is  not 
all  that  it  should  be,  and  until  it  is  possible 
to  bring  home  to  every  man,  in  the  most 
forcible  manner,  the  fact  that  it  is  hi.<- 
duty  to  take  part  in  the  questions  of 
the  day  and  lend  his  assistance  in  solving 
them,  it  is  not  right  for  any  man  (or 
for  that  matter  any  group  of  men  who 
have  organized  themselves  into  a  local 
union)  to  think  that  his  duty  is  done  once 
he  has  subscribed  for  membership  in  the 
Association,  as  this  should  be  recognized 
as  only  the  start  of  the  work,  and  until 
this  is  fully  realized  it  will  not  be  possible 
to  secure  that  full  measure  of  success 
which  by  right  belongs  to  the  farmer  of 
Western  Canada. 

Until  that  comes  it  will  still  be  possible 
for  those  in  authority  who  do  not  see  eye 
to  eye  with  the  farmers  to  ask  your 
representatives  what  proportion  of  the 
voting  population  do  they  represent,  and 
to  say,  as  they  stated  last  winter,  "you 
represent  only  fifteen  percent.,  what  about 
the  other  eighty-five.'*" 

Another  reason  for  the  necessity  for  a 
complete  and  effective  organization  can 
be  found  by  the  action  of  many  farmers 
last  winter,  when  without  thought  they 
signed  petitions  prepared  by  a  body 
entirely  opposed  to  them,  and  thereby 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  that  body  a 
weapon  which  almost  gave  a  death  blow 
to  the  rights  of  the  farmers  in  the  matter 
of  loading  cars.  With  a  little  educative 
work,  which  can  be  secured  through  the 
medium  of  the  local  unions  of  the  U.F.A. , 
this  would  not  have  occurred,  and  until 
such  methods  can  be  overcome,  until 
such  time  that  the  farmers  realize  that 
they  must  study  the  economic  problems 
of  the  day  and  be  prepared  to  give  a  dis- 
cussion on  them,  it  is  imperative  for  them 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  discussions 
of  the  day,  and  when  this  time  comes  they 
will  be  so  interested  that  they  w^ill  not 
think  of  dropping  out  then. 


Dealing  with  this  organization  work 
more  specifically,  the  amount  done  by 
ine  during  the  past  twelve  months  has 
act  been  great,  and  for  the  first  part  of 
the  season  the  reason  for  this  can  be 
traced  to  the  fact  that  it  was  necessary 
for  me  to  be  away  for  such  a  considerable 
time  at  Ottawa,  but  although  this  was 
the  case  it  did  not  prevent  us  from  arrang- 
ing several  long  trips,  and  a  large  amount 
of  organization  work  has  been  accomplish- 
ed. 

The  bulk  of  the  work  has  fallen  on  the 
shoulders  of  my  assistant,  Mr.  P.  P. 
Wood  bridge,  who  has  been  in  attendance 
at  nearly  100  meetings  during  the  year, 
including  several  district  conventions. 
While  Mr.  P.  S.  Austin,  Mr.  D.  W. 
Warner,  Mr.  J.  C.  McLeod,  Mr.  I.  F. 
Rowland,  Mr.  Quinsey,  Mr.  Dixon,  Mr. 
Miller  and  others  have  done  considerable 
work  and  have  materially  assisted  in 
bringing  about  the  results  which  have 
been  accomplished.  In  fact,  it  is  possible 
to  report  that  during  the  past  year,  in 
spite  of  many  obstacles  in  our  way,  more 
unions  have  been  visited,  more  organiza- 
tion work  accomplished,  and  more  dis- 
trict meetings  attended,  than  in  any  year 
previous,  and  yet  in  spite  of  this  we  have 
been  unable  to  fill  the  demand  for  assis- 
tance which  is  always  coming  to  hand. 

To  make  our  work  a  success,  to  make  it 
possible  for  every  district  to  be  visited 
at  least  once  a  year,  it  is  necessary  for  the 
permanent  force  to  be  considerably  aug- 
mented, and  to  do  this  the  first  requisite 
is  the  financial  assistance.  Taking  the 
past  year  in  comparison,  at  the  start 
of  the  season  the  returns  came  to  hand 
in  a  splendid  manner  and  it  really  did 
seem  as  though  the  result  would  be  the 
organizing  of  a  force  which  would  effec- 
tively cover  the  whole  province,  but 
during  the  summer  months  this  support 
fell  away  to  a  great  extent,  and  it  was  not 
until  late  in  the  fall  that  the  returns  were 
once  more  forthcoming.  This  is  one  of 
the  reasons  why  many  of  the  unions  who 
have  asked  for  assistance  have  been 
unable  to  procure  same.  Those  who  were 
in  a  position  to  give  their  services  without 
a  thought  of  compensation  were  too  busy 
to  permit  them  to  undertake  extensive 
trips,  and  those  who  were  willing,  but 
who  required  assistance,  it  was  not 
possible  to  guarantee  that  assistance  at 
the  required  time. 

When  the  time  arrives  that  it  will  be 
possible  to  have  a  good  fund  on  hand,  then 
will  it  be  possible  to  have  a  force  of  at 
least  four  good,  active  men,  whose  duty 
it  will  be  during  the  time  of  the  year 
when  the  work  can  best  be  carried  on, 
to  see  that. every  local  union  is  visited, 
that  the  necessary  amount  of  vim  is 
instilled  into  the  local  men,  and  that  the 


local  oflficors  are  better  instructed  as  to 
the  best  methods  of  carrying  on  the  work. 
To  do  this  requires  an  assured  income  of 
not  less  than  $8,000  per  year  for  organiza- 
tion work  alone,  and  when  that  is  done 
then  it  will  be  possible  to  give  the  greatest 
measure  of  good  to  the  greatest  number. 

The  time  seems  to  be  gone  by  when 
we  could  depend  entirely  upon  volunteer's 
work  and  it  behoves  us,  in  order  that  we 
may  take  advantage  of  the  many  op- 
portunities that  will  arise,  to  gird  on 
our  armour  and  be  ready  to  meet  the  foe 
on  every  occasion. 

To  do  this  we  must  build  up  an  effective, 
permanent  organization,  and  the  length 
of  time  required  to  effect  this  depends 
entirely  on  the  men  behind  the  gun. 

Turning  away  from  the  organization 
work  and  taking  up  the  Secretary's  oflfice 
work,  it  can  be  said  that  this  is  con- 
stantly increasing,  as  can  be  evidenced 
by  the  postage  account  alone,  which  is 
now  over  the  $500  mark.  As  the  As- 
sociation grows  the  routine  work  increases 
and  this  can  best  be  shown  by  stating 
that  while  in  1909  one  hundred  copies 
were  all  that  was  required  of  each  cir- 
cular, in  1912  the  requirements  had  in- 
creased to  750  per  issue,  and  even  with 
this  large  amount  several  of  the  circulars 
are  out  of  print. 

In  preparing  these  circulars  during  the 
past  year  an  effort  has  been  made  to 
make  them  as  interesting  as  possible 
and  to  give  the  information  required, 
in  a  condensed  form,  but  in  a  manner 
which  would  be  acceptable  to  all.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  in  connection  with 
this  work,  that  many  requests  have  been 
received  from  other  countries  for  in- 
formation relating  to  our  Association, 
and  especially  for  copies  of  some  of  our 
circular  letters,  which  had  just  appeared 
in  The  Guide. 

At  the  Directors'  meeting  immediately 
following  the  last  annual  convention  the 
Directors  appointed  your  Secretary  as 
the  delegate  to  go  to  Ottawa  and  represent 
the  farmers  there  when  the  Canada  Grain 
Act  was  up  for  consideration.  The  result 
of  this  work  has  been  given  to  you  by  the 
Board  of  Directors,  but  as  a  result  of 
same,  and  of  the  necessity  of  making  a 
second  trip  to  Ottawa  in  March,  it  meant 
that  I  was  absent  from  Alberta  for  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  winter. 

As  usual  a  large  number  of  questions 
have  been  dealt  with  at  the  Central  oflSce, 
and  in  every  instance  an  effort  has  been 
made  to  meet  with  the  wishes  of  the 
members.  This  work  includes  the  secur- 
ing of  loading  platforms,  fencing  of  right 
of  way,  settlement  of  right  of  way  claims, 
collection  of  claims,  over-charges  on 
freight,  and  many  other  matters  of  like 
nature  between  the  farmer  and  the  railway 


companies,  in  fact,  in  many  instances 
these  matters  have  been  taken  to  the 
Railway  Commission  and  the  farmers 
assisted  thereby.  Besides  thrs,  assistance 
has  been  given  in  securing  pound  dis- 
tricts, herd  districts,  school  districts,  and 
rural  municipalities,  and,  in  fact,  in  almost 
every  line  which  might  be  mentioned, 
including,  in  a  few  instances,  the  securing 
of  competent  legal  advice  for  members 
in  diflficulty. 

We  have  also  been  of  assistance  to 
many  of  the  unions  in  placing  orders  for 
binder  twine,  oil,  lumber  and  fruit,  while 
in  one  district,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Live  Stock  Commissioner,  considerable 
help  was  rendered  in  the  marketing  of 
cattle  last  spring.  Negotiations  are  now 
under  way  through  which  it  is  hoped  that 
before  next  spring  it  will  be  possible  to 
bring  in  some  independent  buyers  who 
will  materially  relieve  the  cattle  situation. 

As  usual  considerable  assistance  was 
given  in  the  placing  of  farm  help,  and  a 
conservative  estimate  would  fix  the  num- 
ber assisted  by  the  Central  office  at  not 
less  than  400.  This  work  is  done  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  Alberta  Govern- 
ment office  At  Winnipeg  and  without 
cost  to  the  applicants. 

This  is  only  a  partial  list  of  the  work 
done  and  is  given  to  show  in  what  manner 
the  Central  office  can  help  our  members. 
Some  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  only  the 
local  union  that  can  be  benefitted,  but 
such  is  not  the  case,  for  no  matter  whether 
it  is  an  officer  or  an  individual  member, 
each  enquiry  receives  careful  attention 
and  every  effort  is  made  to  satisfy  each 
individual  case. 

In  closing  I  would  like  to  take  the 
liberty  of  bringing  to  your  attention  for 
a  few  moments  some  of  the  questions 
which  will  affect  us  in  the  future.  The 
first  and  foremost  of  these  is  no  doubt 
that^of  our  trade  relations,  and  while 
we^l^have"! always  stood  for  freer  trade, 
still,  up  to  the  present,  we  have  not  gained 
very  much  in  this  regard,  although  it 
has  Vjeen  said  that  our  gain  comes  more 
from  the  fact  that  as  a  result  of  our 
activities  the  tariff  at  least  has  not  been 
increased.  The  one  question  which  ap- 
peals to  me  is  that  of  freer  trade  with 
the  Mother  Country.  We  are  told  that 
it  is  a  common  saying  there  that  if  the 
Western  Canada  farmer  is  to  remain 
loyal  then  he  must  be  bribed  by  a  pre- 
ferential tax  on  the  food  of  the  British 
consumer.  You  and  I  know  better  than 
this  and  realize  only  too  well  what  a 
tax  on  food  really  means,  as  f can  be 
evidenced  from  the  fact  that  although 
our  wheat  is  cheaper  our  finished  product, 
the  flour,  sells  at  a  higher  price  right  here 
in  our  midst  than  it  does  in  the  Old 
Country.    Let  us  therefore  take  a  united 


front  in  this  question,  and  repudiate  the 
statements  which  have  been  made  in 
this  connection.  We  do  not  want  our 
food  taxed,  neither  do  we  want  tax  on 
the  other  fellow's  food.  I  know  it  is 
hardly  right  to  draw  attention  to  thiu 
question  in  this  report,  but  I  take  the 
liberty  of  doing  so  and  thereby  bring 
this  matter  to  your  notice. 

Other  questions  which  will  affect  us 
during  the  year  1913  are: — That  of  the 
freight  inquiry,  the  fire  guard  inquiry, 
uniform  Jive  stock  regulations,  opening 
of  the  Panama  Canal,  working  out  of  a 
parcels  post  system,  of  a  method  whereby 
the  settlers  can  secure  cheaper  money, 
of  uniform  machinery  contracts,  of 
efficient  railway  legislation,  and  co- 
operation. These  are  only  a  few  of  the 
big  questions  which  are  now  under  con- 
sideration and  which  must  require  a  vast 
amount  of  work  and  consideration  during 
the  next  few  months. 

It  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  con- 
clude this,  my  final  report  to  you  as 
Secretary  of  the  U.F.A.,  without  once 
more  thanking  the  officers  and  members 
for  the  courtesies  and  the  kind  assistance 
given  me  during  my  term  of  office,  to 
the  office  staff  for  the  loyal  support  given 
at  all  times  in  the  carrying  on  the  work 
and  for  the  help  rendered  to  the  Associa- 
tion by  our  official  organ.  The  Grain 
Growers'  Guide.  Without  such  helj) 
the  work  done  would  be  small  indeed, 
and  it  is  to  that  assistance  that  our  great 
measure  of  success  is  largely  due.  From 
the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  thank  you, 
and  bespeak  for  my  successor  in  office 
the  same  kindly  assistance  and  co-opera- 
tion that  you  have  given  me. 

Again  thanking  you,  gentlemen,  and 
wishing  you  every  success  in  the  effort^ 
for  which  we  are  all  striving,  I  am 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  PRE  AM, 

Secretary. 

LEGISLATIVE 
COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Gentlemen  :— 

The  various  resolutions  adopted  ;  at 
the  last  convention  were  submitted  to 
the  bodies  interested  and  in  some  instances 
special  report^  will  be  submitted  thereon. 

The  resolution  on  hail  insurance  as 
adopted  was  submitted  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  a  special  committee  wa.s 
appointed  to  deal  with  this  question  and 
with  the  resolution  on  Direct  Legislation . 
Special  reports  will  be  submitted  on  these 
questions. 

The  question  of  securing  cheaper  money 
has  also  been  pressed  with  vigor,  but  so 
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far  no  definite  promise  has  been  made  as 
to  what  will  be  the  outcome  of  this  work. 

The  resolutions  dealing  with  railway 
matters,  including  reciprocal  demurrage, 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of 
Railway  Commissioners,  together  with 
the  information  gathered  on  these  ques- 
tions. 

The  resolution  dealing  with  the  Govern- 
ment ownership  and  operation  of  railways 
submitted  to  the  Dominion  and  Pro- 
vincial Governments  and  acknowledge- 
ments of  same  received. 

The  resolution  relating  to  the  levying 
of  taxes  was  submitted  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  in  regard  to  this  matter  it  is 
gratifying  to  know  that  it  is  reported 
that  the  rebate  now  allowed  on  improved 
lands  will  be  increased  to  50  per  cent,  of 
the  taxes  levied  at  the  next  session  of 
the  Legislature. 

The  resolutions  relating  to  the  tariff 
were  submitted  to  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment, as  were  the  resolutions  dealing 
with  the  C.P.R.  tax  case  and  veterans' 
scrip. 

The  resolution  on  consolidated  schools 
was  submitted  to  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment, but  your  committee  have  not 
yet  been  advised  whether  any  action 
will  be  taken. 

The  resolution  dealing  with  the  passing 
of  co-operative  legislation  was  submitted 
to  the  Dominion  Government  and  the 
answer  was  received  that  if  possible  some 
action  would  be  taken  at  the  next  session 
of  Parliament.  The  resolution  relating 
to  the  co-operative  pork  packing  plant 
was  submitted  to  the  Government  by  a 
special  committee  who  will  report  fully 
on  the  matter. 

The  resolution  on  the  coal  question 
was  submitted  to  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment with  the  request  that  same  receive 
immediate  consideration,  while  the  resolu- 
tions relating  to  pound  districts  and 
demonstration  farms  were  submitted  to 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture  for  con- 
sideration. 

The  resolution  relating  to  the  boring 
of  deep  wells  was  submitted  to  the 
Minister  of  Public  Works  for  action,  as 
was  the  resolution  relating  to  roads. 

ELEVATOR  COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

Gentlemen: — 

Your  Elevator  Committee  beg  to 
submit  the  following  report: — 

Your  committee  have  given  the  sub- 
ject of  an  elevator  policy  for  Alberta 
considerable  thought  during  the  last  few 
months,  as  it  has  been  found  that  many 
questions  have  arisen  concerning  same 
which  were  not  thought  of  one  year  ago. 


The  first  development  in  the  elevator 
situation  in  Alberta  was  the  combination 
of  a  number  of  the  grain  firms  and  ele- 
vator companies  into  one  large  company, 
a  combination  which  was  arranged  by 
some  of  the  best  known  financiers  and 
grain  men  in  the  country.  The  immediate 
result  of  this  combination  was  to  a  large 
extent  the  elimination  of  independent 
storage  facilities  at  the  initial  points,  and 
the  reducing  to  a  minimum,  at  a  large 
number  of  the  shipping  points  in  Alberta, 
the  elevator  competition. 

Another  factor  which  required  con- 
sideration was  the  low  price  of  grain, 
and  the  fact  that  in  many  instances  the 
price  which  could  be  obtained  by  the 
producer  was  hardly  suflficient  to  meet 
expenses.  The  reason  for  this  might 
be  traced  to  the  fact  that  last  season 
Western  Canada  had  an  enormous  crop, 
and  coupled  with  this  the  fact  that  con- 
ditions were  such  that  the  farmers  were 
compelled  to  rush  their  grain  on  the 
market,  in  fact,  it  is  estimated  that  in  the 
rush  of  the  season  the  amount  of  grain 
being  offered  daily  was  about  1,600  cars, 
while  the  quantity  which  could  be 
properly  absorbed  at  that  time  was  only 
about  800  cars.  The  natural  result  of 
this  was  that  prices  were  dropped  to 
their  lowest  limit  and  conditions  were 
therefore  not  at  all  satisfactory.  The 
reason  of  this  can  no  doubt  be  traced 
to  our  present  economic  conditions,  which 
are  such  that  the  farmers  have  been 
forced  to  rush  their  grain  on  the  market 
as  soon  as  it  is  threshed  in  order  to  meet 
their  obligations,  and  until  some  method 
is  devised  whereby  this  kind  of  thing  can 
be  prevented,  it  is  possible  that  con- 
ditions similar  to  those  which  prevailed 
during  the  past  few  months  will  have 
to  be  faced  again  in  future  seasons. 

Your  committee  believe  that  in  the 
formulating  of  a  definite  policy  for  Alberta 
it  is  only  right  that  we  should  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  work  done  by  the  other 
provinces  in  this  direction,  and  in  thus 
looking  over  the  situation  it  is  quite 
possible  that  some  plan  may  be  pro- 
vided which  will  give  to  Alberta  a  system 
that  can  have  the  merits  of  the  other  plans 
without  any  of  the  weaknesses. 

To  review  the  elevator  situation  of 
the  prairie  provinces  during  the  past  few 
years,  it  is  recognized  that  the  stand 
taken  by  the  farmers  today  can,  to  a 
certain  extent,  be  called  a  departure  from 
the  policy  laid  down  in  Regina  in  Novem- 
ber, 1908.  At  that  time  the  representa- 
tives of  the  organized  farmers  of  the 
three  Western  provinces  were  in  con- 
sultation with  the  three  premiers  and 
made  the  request  for  Government  owner- 
ship and  operation  of  all  line  elevators, 
the  reason  given  being  that  if  a  Govern- 
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ment  system  was  to  be  a  success  the  chief 
essentials  to  secure  same  was  first  the 
operation  of  all  such  facilities  as  a  public 
utility,  and  second,  a  complete  Govern- 
ment monopoly  of  the  storage  under  the 
control  of  an  impartial  and  independent 
commission. 

The  premiers  took  the  matter  under 
consideration  and  finally  answered  that 
this  was  not  a  question  which  could  be 
handled  by  the  three  provinces  acting 
together,  but  that  each  province  must  act 
alone,  and  must  decide  upon  some  plan 
for  the  solving  of  the  situation.  After 
this  developments  in  the  two  Eastern 
provinces  proceeded  quickly.  At  the 
next  annual  convention  of  the  Manitoba 
Grain  Growers'  association  the  statement 
was  officially  made  by  a  member  of  the 
Government  that  the  Manitoba  Govern- 
ment was  prepared  to  provide  a  system 
of  Government  owned  elevators.  At  the 
Saskatchewan  convention  a  statement 
was  made  to  the  effect  that  a  commission 
would  be  appointed  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  Government  ownership  of  elevators 
and  if  the  report  of  this  commission  was 
accepted  by  the  farmers  it  would  be 
accepted  by  the  Government,  while  at 
the  Alberta  convention  a  statement 
was  made  by  the  Premier  that  as  soon 
as  a  satisfactory  plan  was  submitted  by 
the  farmers  it  w^ould  be  accepted  by  the 
Government. 

In  the  working  out  of  the  schemes 
already  in  force  it  was  soon  found  that 
in  so  far  as  Manitoba  was  concerned  the 
policy  in  force  there  was  a  failure,  and 
this  can  no  doubt  be  traced  to  the  fact 
that  the  recommendations  made,  for  a 
monopoly  of  the  business  and  an  independ- 
ent commission,  were  not  accepted. 
From  the  start  there  was  a  heavy  deficit 
to  meet  yearly  from  the  revenue  of  the 
province  and  without  going  into  any 
reason  for  same  it  is  sufficient  to  state 
that  eventually  the  Government  decided 
to  abandon  the  scheme  and  it  looked  as 
if  the  elevators  would  once  more  go  into 
the  hands  of  the  private  companies;  at 
the  last  moment,  however,  a  deal  was 
completed  whereby  the  farmers'  com- 
mercial company,  the  Grain  Growers' 
Grain  company,  leased  the  elevators  at  a 
stated  price  and  this  company  has  been 
operating  the  past  season,  and  from  the 
present  outlook  the  company  will  make  a 
success  of  the  enterprise.  In  this  con- 
nection it  might  not  be  amiss  for  your 
committee  to  refer  to  another  feature 
which  has  developed  in  Manitoba  since 
the  above  company  has  taken  over  the 
Government  elevators,  and  that  is  the 
securing  of  flour  from  one  of  the  largest 
milling  firms  in  Western  Canada  at  a 
price  which  means  a  considerable  saving 


to  the  consumerswho  are  taking  advantage 
of  the  offer. 

In  Saskatchewan  the  commission  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  presented  a 
report  which  was  accepted  by  the  farmers 
of  that  province,  and  which  provided  for 
organization  of  a  line  of  elevators  in 
Saskatchewan  on  a  more  or  less  co- 
operative basis,  and  which  provided  for 
the  organization  of  locals  at  different 
points  where  the  elevators  were  required, 
the  farmers  being  required  to  subscribe 
sufficient  capital  stock  to  provide  for 
the  building  of  the  elevator  and  pay 
fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  subscription  in 
cash,  and  the  balance  of  the  subscription 
is  paid  from  the  profits  of  the  elevator 
company. 

The  money  required  to  build  the 
elevator,  above  the  fifteen  per  cent,  paid 
in  by  the  shareholders  and  after  the  cost 
of  organization  is  deducted  from  same, 
is  advanced  by  the  Government  upon 
mortgage  secured  against  the  elevators 
and  personal  property  of  the  company. 

Provision  is  made  also  for  the  division 
of  the  profits  of  the  company  by  payment 
to  the  Government  of  the  interests  and 
instalment  of  principal  due  upon  the 
amount  borrowed  from  the  Government 
on  the  security  of  the  elevators,  together 
with  the  cost  of  operation  and  main- 
tenance, including  salaries,  by  payment 
of  a  dividend  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum 
on  the  paid  up  capital,  (but  your  com- 
mittee have  been  informed  that  steps 
will  be  taken  to  change  this  rate  of  divid- 
end, presumably  to  make  the  rate  higher). 
If  after  these  charges  are  met  there  should 
be  further  profit  then  this  can  be  divided 
by  the  company  as  follows: — Fifty  per 
cent,  of  this  balance  on  a  co-operative 
basis  to  the  shareholders,  each  share- 
holder being  entitled  to  receive  such  sum 
as  shall  be  proportionate  to  the  volume 
of  business  he  has  brought  the  company, 
or  the  same  amount  to  the  supporters  of 
the  locals  on  the  basis  of  the  aggregate 
relative  financial  results  of  the  respective 
locals;  ^or  *  the  same  amount  may  be 
divided  between  the  shareholders  and 
supporters  in  accordance  with  these 
terms  mentioned,  or  the  fifty  per  cent, 
may  be  applied  for  the  general  purposes 
of  the  company,  and  provision  is  made 
further  for  the  establishment  of  an  ele- 
vator reserve  fund  to  be  used  only  in  case 
the  receipts  of  the  company  are  not 
sufficient  to  pay  operating  and  main- 
tenance expenses  in  any  year. 

Provision  is  further  made  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  local  committees,  or  boards 
of  management,  at  each  elevator  point 
to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  company 
at  that  point. 

In  reviewing  these  two  schemes  your 
committee   felt    that    several  questions 
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should  be  aiiswercci,  and  taking  these 
separately  the  only  conclusion  that  could 
be  arrived  at  was  that  with  the  system 
of  Government  now  in  vogue,  and  with 
the  example  of  the  Manitoba  plan  before 
them,  it  was  impossible  to  recommend 
the  establishment  of  a  line  of  elevators 
along  the  lines  of  the  one  first  adopted 
by  the  Manitoba  Government. 

It  was  felt  that  the  Saskatchewan  plan 
was  a  distinct  improvement,  but  certain 
parts  of  the  scheme  were  not  altogether 
clear,  and  after  asking  certain  questions, 
and  being  satisfied  with  the  answers 
received,  your  committee  had  to  face 
the  problem  of  deciding  whether  the  plan 
could  be  improved,  and  in  so  doing  the 
conclusions  arrived  at  were  that  the  first 
requisite  for  a  system  of  elevators  ii) 
Alberta  was  the  absolute  control  and 
management  by  the  farmers  themselves, 
with  the  very  slightest  possible  chance 
for  interference  eliminated. 

Your  committee  believe  that  this  can 
best  be  met  by  the  business  being  handled 
by  a  strong  farmers'  company,  one  con- 
trolled entirely  by  the  farmers  and  there- 
by working  in  harmony  with  them 
generally,  and  one  having  the  strength 
to  hold  its  own  in  any  fight  which  may 
be  forthcoming,  not  only  in  Alberta,  but 
in  the  three  Western  provinces.  Your 
committee  believe  that  to  a  large  extent 
the  solution  of  our  co-operative  efforts 
will  depend  entirely  upon  the  building 
up  of  such  an  enterprise  and  therefore 
beg  to  recommend  that  for  the  elevator 
policy  in  Alberta,  the  provisions  of  the 
Saskatchewan  plan,  in  so  far  as  the  sub- 
scribing for  stock  and  for  local  assistance 
in  management,  be  adopted,  but  that  in 
the  matter  of  financial  arrangements  it 
would  be  better  for  arrangements  to  be 
made  whereby  the  full  control  and 
responsibility  would  result  with  the  farm- 
ers themselves.  In  making  this  recom- 
mendation, your  committee  believe  it  is 
to  the  interest  of  this  Association  that 
assistance  which  should  be  forthcoming 
is  that  of  providing  the  capital  for  the 
building  of  elevators  and  therefore  would 
suggest: — 

That  the  Government  be  asked  to 
guarantee  the  bonds  of  a  company  for 
the  erection  of  a  line  of  elevators  in  the 
province  of  Alberta,  this  guarantee  to  be 
on  such  terms  and  conditions  not  in- 
consistent with  the  provisions  of  the  act 
which  would  be  passed  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  amount  of  the  guarantee  for 
each  elevator  not  to  exceed  a  stated  sum. 

That  the  province  should  be  secured 
by  deeds  of  trust  or  mortgages  covering 
such  elevators  and  plant  payable  in  from 
twenty  to  thirty  years  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  debenture  issue. 


That  the  conditions  under  which  an 
elevator  could  be  erected  at  any  point 
would  be  for  the  farmers  in  that  district 
to  subscribe  for  sufficient  stock  to  build 
an  elevator,  and  for  the  subscribers  to 
have  an  annual  crop  average  of  2,000  acres 
for  each  10,000  bushels  of  elevator 
capacity. 

That  the  subscribers  be  required  to  pay 
not  less  than  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  value 
of  the  shares  subscribed  and  that  the 
balance  be  paid  in  equal  instalments  at 
one  and  two  years  (or  one,  two  and  three 
years),  with  the  privilege  to  the  share- 
holders of '  ordering  a  deduction  to  be 
made,  over  and  above  the  ordinary 
handling  charges,  upon  their  grain  passing 
through  the  elevator,  until  such  time  as 
the  capital  stock  is  paid  for  in  full. 

That  the  company  should  make  ar- 
rangements for  the  handling  of  all  other 
lines  of  farm  produce,  and  that  the  Board 
of  Directors  be  authorized  to  negotiate 
with  any  existing  company  whose  charac- 
ter may  be  wide  enough  to  permit  of 
this  line  of  business  being  handled, 
preferably  with  the  Grain  Growers'  Grain 
company  and  with  the  Government,  to 
secure  the  adoption  of  the  assistance 
necessary. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HAIL  INSURANCE 
COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Your  committee  was  early  called  to- 
gether through  the  action  of  the  Alberta 
Government  in  introducing  into  the 
Legislature  a  bill,  which  was  given  its 
first  reading  early  in  the  first  week  of 
the  1912  session  of  the  Legislature,  to 
permit  private  companies  to  insure 
farmers  against  loss  or  damage  to  crops 
by  hail. 

On  Friday,  January  26,  1912,  your 
committee  met  the  Premier  and  accord- 
ing to  instructions  asked  him  to  assist 
them  in  working  out  a  Hail  Insurance 
Bill  in  accordance  with  resolution  passed 
at  convention.  The  request  was  refused 
on  the  grounds  that  a  compulsory  tax 
on  all  lands  for  hail  insurance  was  im- 
practicable; and  further,  that  as  the 
House  was  in  session  and  the  members 
all  busy,  the  Government  had  decided 
to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  hail 
insurance  and  had  introduced  a  bill  to 
permit  private  companies  to  do  business 
iif  the  province  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
any  further  responsibility  in  the  matter. 

Your  representative  then  asked  that 
the  proposed  bill  be  delayed  for  a  few 
days  until  your  committee  could  meet 
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and  prepare  a  measure  to  present  to  the 
House.  This  request  was  also  refused 
on  the  grounds  that  the  bill  had  then 
passed  its  first  reading  and  was  on  the 
order  sheet  and  would  probably  come  up 
for  its  second  reading  on  Monday, 
January  29. 

Your  committee  protested  and  the 
Government  Bill  did  not  appear,  but 
your  committee  was  informed  that  the 
Governmen;t  would  be  pleased  if  we  would 
meet  the  Agriculture  Committee  (which 
is  one  of  the  largest  of  the  standing 
House  Committees)  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  at  10  a.m.  the  next  day  and  discuss 
the  hail  question  with  a  view  of  making 
some  satisfactory  arrangements.  The 
invitation  was  accepted  and  every  op- 
portunity was  given  your  committee  to 
place  their  views  before  the  House  Com- 
mittee. It  might  be  added  that  there 
were  twenty-eight  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature present  at  this  meeting  and  there 
were  by  actual  count  seventy  short 
speeches  delivered  during  the  discussion. 

Your  committee  was  assured  that  clauses 
would  be  inserted  in  the  Rural  Municipal 
Bill,  dealing  with  the  hail  insurance 
problem,  along  lines  as  suggested  and 
that  copies  of  draft  would  be  submitted 
Lo  your  committee  for  approval  or  amend- 
ment. 

It  was  thought  necessary  to  protest 
against  the  adoption  of  the  clauses  pro- 
posed by  the  Government  and  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  the  neces- 
sity of  providing  hail  insurance  for  the 
year  which  would  elapse  before  the 
Municipal  Act  would  come  into  effect. 
We  therefore  protested  in  the  following 
manner: — 

Edmonton,  Alta., 

Feb.  6,  1912. 

Hon.  Duncan  Marshall, 

Government  Buildings, 

Edmonton,  Alta. 

Dear  Sir: — 

The  committee  of  the  U.F.A.  on  hail 
insurance  have  this  morning  discussed 
the  draft  clauses  relating  to  hail  insurance 
as  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  Mr.  Beving- 
ton,  and  we  beg  to  submit  for  your  con- 
sideration and  adoption  an  amended 
draft  in  line  with  the  resolution  passed 
at  our  convention. 


We  would  take  this  opportunity  of 
reiterating  our  unanimous  opposition  to 
permission  being  granted  to  any  private 
corporation  to  carry  on  hail  insurance 
in  this  province  before  the  Rural  Muni- 
cipalities Act  comes  into  force,  nor  for 
two  years  following  its  adoption  and  then 
only  at  the  discretion  of  the  Municipality 
or  Local  Improvement  District. 

We  are.  Sir, 

Faithfully  yours, 

(Signed) 

W^  J.  TREGILLUS, 
President. 
A.  COCHRAN, 

Vice-President. 
GEORGE  BEVINGTON, 

Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

HENRY  SORENSEN, 
Director. 

The  result  was  that  the  amendments 
proposed  by  your  committee  were  nearly 
all  adopted,  only  one  of  any  great  im- 
portance being  struck  out,  which  was 
the  words  "Local  Improvement  Districts'' 
wherever  they  appeared.  The  reasons 
for  this  were  that  the  area  of  the  L.I.D. 
being  much  smaller  and  the  method  of 
collecting  taxes  so  different  that  it  would 
necessitate  the  revision  and  amendment 
of  the  L.I.  Act,  which  the  Government 
did  not  propose  to  do.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  failure  to  amend  this  act  would 
prevent  a  very  large  number  of  settlers 
from  enjoying  the  benefit  of  the  hail 
insurance  clauses  in  the  Muir  Act.  Yet 
the  Government  refused  to  amend  the 
act,  even  after  your  delegates  had 
summoned  the  Executive  of  the  L.I.D. 
Association  and  gave  us  a  reason  that 
they  wished  that  the  old  L.I.  Act  go 
out  of  existence  as  soon  as  possible. 
Up  to  this  time  the  Government  Bill  to 
permit  private  insurance  companies  to 
do  business  in  the  province  had  not  come 
up  for  discussion  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  but  was  now  taken  up  and  passed 
with  this  amendment. 

That  the  sum  mentioned  as  guarantee 
be  raised  from  $5,000  to  $10,000. 
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TREASURER'S  AND  AUDITORS'  REPORT 


Financial  Statement  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1912 


RECEIPTS 

Balance  on  hand,  December  31,  1911  $  301.78 

Membership  fees    3595 . 05 

Life  Membership  fees   12.00 

Members  at  large   9.00 

Grants  and  subscriptions: 

Grain  Growers'  Grain  Co.  Ltd   $1500.00 

Alberta  Government   1000.00 

E.  J.  Fream   225.00 

W.  J.  Tregillns   200.00 

Dominion  Government,  for  delegate  to  Ottawa    187.15 

W.  J.  McNamara   100.00 

Wm.  Smout   .50 

  3212.65 

Campaign  fund    416.65 

Membership  buttons   154.80 

Stationery  and  supplies   85 . 25 

Cash  and  minute  books    180.00 

Balance  of  pool  from  delegates  fares    18.45 

Sundry  receipts    12.49 

Total  receipts  $7998.12 


EXPENDITURE 

Printing  and  advertising  $  929.95 

Postage   505 . 00 

Salaries: 

General  secretary,  six  months   $800.00 

Assistant  secretary   880 . 00 

OflBce  assistant   802 . 00 

  2482.00 

Rent  of  office   360 . 00 

Freight  and  express     79  28 

Telegraph  and  telephones   115  .96 

Expenses  of  delegates  to  Ottawa,  two  trips   409.15 

Officers'  expenses   590.40 

Organisers'  expenses   755  . 80 

Multigraph  and  outfit   663 . 30 

Buttons   220.44 

Office  furniture  and  supplies    213  8.) 

i\ 


Stationery  and  work  lor  inultigraj)}!      SllH  Oo 

Rent  of  hall,  etc.,  Edmonton  convention  68  26 

Tent  and  si^ns,  Calgary  cxhihiti. Ill  32.00 

Caretaker    16.00 

Light  12  15 

Secretary's  bond  10  .00 

Share  of  cost  tent  at  Ednjonl.  ti  10  00 

Sundry  expen.se.><   31  20 


Total  expenditiiio  .$7698.79 
By  balance  on  hand,  r)ec<'ndHM  31,  lOl^i  .  299.33 


$7998  12 


Calgary,  January   20,  1913 

To  the  U.F.A.  Convention  assembled: 

I  have  this  day  examined  the  books  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer.  1  find  them 
correct  and  splendidly  kept  and  conform  entirely  with  the  balance  sheet  herewith 
presented  for  your  consideration. 

H.  C.  WINGATE, 

Official  Auditor. 

Calgary,  January  24,  1913 


To  the  U.F.A.  Convention  assembled: 

I  have  examined  the  books  and  vouchers  as  contained  in  the  accounts  of  the  U.F.A. 
for  the  year  1912,  and  have  found  all  correct  as  per  vouchers  then  produced. 

CHARLES  MARLOW, 

Official  Auditor. 
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Official  Minutes  of  Convention 


Official  minutes  of  the  fifth  annual  convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
held  in  Paget  Hall,  Calgary,  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  January  21,  21 
and  23,  1913. 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  21,  l!)13 

The  convention  was  formally  opened  by  President  W.  J.  Tregillus  on  Tuesday, 
January  21,  at  10.30  o'clock. 

The  Mayor  of  Calgary,  Mr.  H.  A.  Sinnott,  briefly  addressed  the  delegates  and 
extended  them  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  city. 

Hon.  Duncan  Marshall  addressed  the  convention  on  the  several  matters  of  moment 
to  the  delegates. 

Hon.  Malcolm  McKenzie  addressed  the  convention. 

The  program  to  be  followed  during  the  convention  was  presented  by  the  Secretary. 

  Chairman  of  ti)/^  Convention 

The  President  stated  that  in  accordance  with  the  constitution  it  was  necessary 
to  nominate  a  chairman  of  convention. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Tregillus  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Henderson. 

Mr.  Marshall  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Thoresen,  but  refused  to  accept  the  nomination. 

Mr.  Crerer  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Sheppard,  but  refused  to  accept  the  nomination. 

Mr.  Cox  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Campbell,  but  refused  to  accept  the  nomination. 

Mr.  Sheppard  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Alexander,  but  refused  to  accept  the  nomina- 
tion. ~Y 

Mr.  Burnell  was  noininated  by  Mr.  Jackman,  but  refused  to  accept  the  nomination. 

Mr.  McKenzie  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Jamieson,  but  refused  to  accept  the  nomina- 
tion. 

There  being  no  further  nominations,  Mr.  Tregillus  was  declared  chairman  of  the 
convention. 

The  following  telegram  was  read  from  Mr.  Bower,  Hon.  President: 
To  the  United  Farmers  in  convention  assembled:  Regret  very  much  my  inability 
to  be  present.    1  earnestly  hope  you  will  have  a  pleasant  and  successful  convention, 
that  your  deliberations  as  in  the  years  gone  by  will  be  marked  by  prudent  thoughtful 
consideration  of  the  many  important  questions  before  you. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  BOWER. 

Telegram  from  Mr.  Warner. 

The  following  telegram  was  read  from  Mr.  D.  W.  Warner,  Second  Vice-President: 
U.F.A.  delegates,  greeting.  Am  very  sorry  that  unavoidable  temporary  conditions 
prevent  me  from  enjoying  the  pleasure  of  being  with  you  at  such  an  important  time  and 
stage  of  development  of  our  farmers'  organization  work,  but  my  heart  is  with  you. 
Trusting  that  everything  which  will  be  done  will  result  in  bearing  good  fruit  and  that 
every  just  cause  concerning  the  members  or  any  part  of  them  will  receive  all  possible 
support  of  our  Association.  God  speed  the  time  that  farmers  will  stand  together  for 
such  purposes.  If  I  were  to  suggest  a  motto  at  present  it  would  be  confidence,  co- 
operation and  progress. 

Y^ours, 
D.  W.  WARNER. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  and  Mr.  Fletcher  seconded:  "That  the  Secretary  be 
instructed  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Bower  and  Mr.  Warner,  conveying  greetings 
from  the  delegates  in  attendance  at  the  convention,  and  regretting  their  inability  to 
be  present  on  this  occasion."  Carried. 

Mr.  Lively  moved  and  Mr.  Boissevain  seconded:  "That  the  representative  of 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  now  in  the  hall,  be  given  a  seat  in  the  convention 
with  the  privilege  of  taking  part  in  the  deliberations."  Carried. 

Mr.  F.  W^heatly,  delegate  from  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  .\merica,  briefly 
addressed  the  convention. 
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President's  Address 


The  President  then  read  his  annual  report  to  the  convention. 
Mr.  Sheppard  moved  and  Mr.  Campbell  seconded:    "That  the  report  be  adopted 
as  read."  Carried. 

Adjournment 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried:  "That  we  do  now  adjourn 
to  meet  again  at  two  o'clock."  Carried. 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  "i.W  p.m. 

Secretary's  Report 

The  Secretary's  annual  report  was  presented  and  read. 

Mr.  Malcolm  moved  and  Mr.  Holding  seconded:  "That  Mr.  Fream  be  appoiated 
Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Association,  with  a  seat  and  a  voice  on  the  Executive." 
Carried. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  and  Mr.  Richards  seconded:  "Tluit  the  Secretary's  report 
be  accepted,  adopted  and  printed."  Carried. 

Directors'  Report 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  presented  by  Mr.  Quinsey. 

Mr.  Miner  moved  and  Mr.  Ryerson  seconded:  "That  the  report  be  accepted, 
adopted  and  printed.'" 

Several  question.s  relating  to  the  work  in  hand  were  uskt'd  and  answered  and  the 
question  was  then  put  and  declared  carried. 

Legislative  Committee  Report 

The  annual  report  of  the  Legislative  Committee  was  presented  by  Mr.  Sly. 
Mr.  Pye  moved  and  Mr.  Ryerson  seconded:    "That  the  report  be  accepted  and 
adopted."  Carried. 

Elevator  Report 

The  report  of  the  Elevator  Committee  was  presented  by  Mr.  Henry. 

Mr.  Miner  moved  and  Mr.  Ryerson  seconded:  "That  the  discussion  of  this  report 
be  deferred  until  the  evening  session,  which  shall  be  devoted  entirely  to  the  debate  on 
this  question,  and  that  the  resolutions  dealing  with  the  elevator  question  be  brought 
up  for  consideration  at  the  same  time.'*  Carried. 

Financial  Report 

The  Treasurer's  financial  report  and  Auditors'  certificate  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 
Mr.  Miner  moved  and  Mr.  Henderson  seconded:    *'That  the  report  be  adopted 

as  read." 

Considerable  discu.ssion  arose  as  to  the  necessity  for  devising  ways  and  means  for 
improving  the  finances  of  the  Association,  and  a  subscription  list  was  opened,  headed 
by  Mr.  Sheppard  with  a  contribution  of  $100.00,  to  which  the  members  subscribed  in 
cash  the  sum  of  $257.00.  Besides  this  several  pledges  for  sums  from  local  Unions  were 
given. 

Mr.  Murphy  moved  and  Mr.  Alexander  seconded:  "That  a  committee  of  five 
be  appointed  to  go  into  the  matter  of  the  financial  needs  of  the  Association."  Carried. 

The  President  nominated  Messrs.  Murphy,  Alexander,  Sheppard,  Carswell  and 
Henderson  as  the  committee  to  prepare  the  report. 

The  original  question  was  then  put  and  declared  adopted. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  and  Mr.  Wingate  seconded:  "That  the  thanks  of  thi.s 
convention  be  given  to  those  who  have  subscribed  to  the  funds  of  the  Association  during 
the  past  year." 

Fraternal  Greetings 

Mr.  G.  F.  Chipman,  Editor  of  The  Grain  Growers'  Guide,  addressed  the  convention 
and  conveyed  greetings  from  the  Manitoba  Grain  Growers'  Association. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Crerar,  President  of  the  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Co.  Ltd.,  also  addressed 
the  convention. 


24 


Amendments  to  Constitution 


In  accordance  with  notice  of  motion  Mr.  Kemmis  moved  and  Mr.  Miller  seconded: 
"That  the  following  be  added  to  the  constitution  as  a  subsection  of  section  9: 

All  Presidents  of  the  Association  shall,  on  retiring  from  their  office  as  Presidents, 
be  appointed  Honorary  Presidents  of  the  Association." 

On  the  question  being  put  it  was  declared  carried  by  a  unanimous  vote.  In  ac- 
cordance with  notice  of  motion,  Mr.  Nathorst  moved  and  Mr.  Boissevain  seconded: 

"That  section  13  of  the  constitution  be  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following 
subsection: 

An  applicant  for  membership  shall  be  requested  to  pledge  himself  that  he  will 
atjill  elections  and  on  all  occasions  vote  in  the  interests  of  the  Association." 
On  the  question  being  put  it  was  declared  lost. 

Notice  of  Motion 

Stretton  Union  No.  17  gave  notice  of  motion  for  the  next  annual  convention  as 
follows: 

"That  subsection  3  of  section  5  of  the  constitution  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
"To  elect  by  ballot  from  duly  accredited  delegates  present  at  the  convention,  and 
who  must  be  bona  fide  working  farmers,  the  Board  of  Directors,  etc.,  etc." 

Adjournment 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  and  carried:  "That  we  do  now  adjourn  to  meet 
again  at  eight  o'clock." 

TUESDAY  EVENING 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  8.15  o'clock,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  resolution  passed,  asked  for  the  resolutions  dealing  with  the  elevator 
question.    These  were  submitted  as  follows: 

(a)  "That  we  go  on  record  as  being  heartily  in  favor  of  farmers'  owned  elevators, 
run  under  such  a  scheme  as  is  laid  down  by  the  Executive  and  General  Secretary." 

(b)  "That  the  Executive  Directors  of  the  U.F.A.  be  asked  to  re-consider  their 
resolutions  re  their  elevator  policy,  and  that  all  the  words  after  the  words  *The  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  in  Council  to  be  authorized  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  would  be 
laid  down  in  the  act'  be  struck  out  and  the  following  words  inserted:  'To  grant  the 
farmers  of  Alberta  an  elevator  system  on  similar  grounds  as  those  granted  by  the  Sas- 
katchewan Government  to  the  farmers  of  that  province.' 

Mr,  Jackman  moved  and  Mr.  Henderson  seconded:  "That  the  Secretary  and 
Mr.  Crerar  be  asked  to  state  the  position  of  the  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Co.  before  the 
matter  is  debated  by  the  members  of  the  convention."  Carried. 

Mr.  Fream  then  outlined  the  situation  from  the  standpoint  of  the  Elevator  Com- 
mittee, and  Mr.  Crerar  answered  several  questions  relating  to  the  Grain  Growers' 
Grain  Co. 

It  w^as  then  inoved  and  seconded:  "That  all  speakers  in  the  future  be  limited  to 
five  minutes."  Carried. 

A  long  and  interesting  debate  then  ensued  and  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Fraser  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Malcolm:  "That  this  convention  go  on  record  as  being  heartily  in 
favor  of  farmers'  owned  elevators,  run  under  such  a  scheme  as  is  laid  down  by  the 
Executive  Committee  and  General  Secretary." 

On  the  question  being  put,  and  the  vote  counted,  it  was  declared  carried  by  a  very 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Henry  then  moved  and  Mr.  Sorensen  seconded :  "  That  the  Board  of  Directors 
be  instructed  to  appoint  a  special  committee  to  take  up  with  the  Government  the 
matter  of  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  farmers'  owned  elevators  in  Alberta.  With 
the  object  in  view  that  the  interests  of  the  farmers  will  be  protected,  more  especially 
from  a  co-operative  standpoint,  and  that  the  Board  be  empowered  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions for  the  operation  of  these  elevators  by  a  company  working  in  the  interests  of  the 
farmers,  preferably  with  the  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Co. 

On  the  question  being  put,  a  standing  vote  was  called  for  and  on  the  vote  being 
counted  the  resolution  was  declared  to  be  carried  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Adjournment 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  and  carried:  "That  we  do  now  adjourn  to  meet 
again  on  Wednesday  morning  at  ten  o'clock." 
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WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  22,  1913 


The  convL'iition  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  10.1.>  o'clock. 

Hail  Insurance  Report 

The  report  ol'  the  Hail  Insurance  Committee  was  presented  by  Mr,  Bevington. 

Mr.  Drinnan  moved  and  Mr.  Miller  seconded:  '"That  the  report  of  the  Hail 
Insurance  Committee  be  accepted  as  read  and  that  we  proceed  with  the  next  order  of 
business."  Carried. 

Mr.  A.  Arnold  moved  and  Mr.  Boissevain  seconded:  "That  the  motion  adopted 
at  yesterday  afternoon's  session,  appointing  Mr.  Fream  as  Honorary  Secretary,  be 
rescinded  and  that  the  (juestion  be  reconsidered." 

Mr.  Drinnan  moved  as  an  amendment  and  Mr.  Nanthorst  seconded:  "That  we 
proceed  with  the  next  order  of  business." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried  by  a  standing  vote. 

Election  of  President 

The  President  asked  the  Secretary  to  take  the  chair  and  proceed  with  the  next  order 
of  business,  nomination  for  the  office  of  President  for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  Chairman  then  asked  for  nominations. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Tregillus  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Sheppard. 

It  was  moved  by  jMr.  Cox  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Miner:  "That  nominations  do 
now  close."  Carried. 

Mr.  Tregillus  was  then  declared  President  for  the  ensuing  year  and  was  greeted 
with  musical  honors. 

Nominations  for  Vice-Presidents 

The  President  thanked  the  members  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  and  asked 
for  nominations  for  Vice-Presidents  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Mr.  H.  Sorensen  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Sly. 
Mr.  Quinsey  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Malchow. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Pointer  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Vickery. 
Mr.  E.  Carswell  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Comer. 
Mr.  R.  Sheppard  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Maybee. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Jackman  was  nominated  by  Mr.  (.'ampi.ell. 
Mr.  R.  P.  Ottewell  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Jackman. 
Mr.  W.  S.  Henry  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Rawlins. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close." 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded:  " That  each  candidate  be  given  the  opportunity 
to  address  the  convention  for  three  minutes."  Carried. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:  "That  a  delegate  may  vote  for  any  number  of 
candidates,  not  exceeding  four." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  as  an  amendment:  "That  each  delegate  must  vote 
for  four  delegates,  and  that  the  scrutineers  be  instructed  to  count  as  sp.oiled  any  ballot 
papers  containing  less  than  the  full  complement  votes." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

The  candidates  for  Vice-Presidents  then  addressed  the  convention. 

The  following  telegram  was  read  from  the  Dominion  Grange  of  Ontario: 
Secretary  of  United  Farmers  of  Alberta. 

Naval  question  submitted  to  Dominion  Grange  today  unanimous  declaration 
favoring  referendum,  with  votes  on  three  separate  questions — Borden  policy,  Laurier 
policy,  remain  as  we  are.  Both  Borden  and  Laurier  policies  condemned  by  Grange, 
only  two  dissenting.  Reciprocity,  increase  of  British  preference  and  direct  taxation 
of  land  values  endorsed.    Protective  tariff  condemned. 

HENRY  GLENDENNING. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  till  Wednesday  afternoon  two  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  two  o'clock. 

The  President  announced  that  the  first  order  of  business  would  be  the  distribution 
of  ballots  and  election  of  Vice-Presidents  and  for  this  purpose  n.ominated  Messrs. 
Campbell,  Henderson,  Jamieson,  Lennox  and  Trego  to  act  as  scrutineers. 

After  the  ballots  had  been  collected  and  the  scrutineers  had  retired  to  count  same, 
the  President  called  upon  the  Secretary  to  read  the  first  resolution  for  submission  ta 
the  convention. 
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Sample  Markets 


Mr.  Pointer  moved  and  Mr.  Xathorst  seconded: 

"Whereas  the  Dominion  Government  has  passed  an  order  in  council  to  the  effect 
that  a  sample  market  shall  be  established  at  Winnipeg  and  Fort  William  on  September 
1  next;  and, 

"Whereas  we  were  given  to  understand  that  the  statement  was  made  that  this 
order  in  council  would  not  be  passed  until  a  complete  investigation  had  been  made;  and, 
"Whereas  this  investigation  has  not  been  carried  out;  and, 

"Whereas  it  is  felt  that  the  establishment  of  a  sample  market  at  the  present  time, 
without  the  assurance  that  all  the  necessary  facilities  are  forthcoming,  would  not  be 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  producers; 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  this  convention  reaffirm  the  stand  taken  at  the 
previous  conventions  of  this  Association,  and  of  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
in  that  regard,  and  do  most  emphatically  protest  against  the  establishment  of  a  sample 
market  until  the  facilities  necessary  for  the  proper  working  of  this  system,  including 
the  operation  of  the  terminal  facilities  as  a  public  utility,  shall  have  been  properly 
safeguarded  to  the  producers  of  the  country." 

On  the  question  being  put  it  was  declared  unanimously  adopted. 

Challenge  to  Manufacturers 

Mr.  Pointer  moved  and  Mr.  Miner  seconded:  "That  the  convention  heartily 
approves  of  the  action  of  The  Grain  Growers'  Guide  in  sending  a  telegram  to  the  Manu- 
facturers' Association  asking  their  co-operation  in  urging  the  Government  to  increase 
the  British  preference;  and  further,  that  this  convention  would  be  quite  pleased  at 
any  time  to  have  its  officers  meet  the  officers  of  the  Manufacturers'  Association  in 
public  conference  for  the  discussion  of  the  tariff  question." 

On  the  question  being  put  it  was  declared  unanimously  adopted. 

Direct  Legislation 

Mr.  Henry  moved  and  Mr.  Miner  seconded: 

"Whereas  a  limitation  of  the  use  of  the  Initative  and  Referendum  to  only  bills 
not  providing  for  the  appropriation  of  money  would  render  abortive  any  scheme  of 
Direct  Legislation. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  urgently  request  our  Legislature  to  impose  only 
those  limitations  to  the  use  of  the  Initiative  and  Referendum  as  were  conceded  necessary 
in  our  petition  to  them  for  Direct  Legislation  one  year  ago."    Carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  and  Mr.  Pye  seconded:  "That  this  convention  endorse  and 
request  the  Provincial  Government  to  bring  in  Direct  Legislation  at  the  coming  session 
of  the  House,  the  said  Legislation  to  include  the  Initiative,  Referendum  and  Recall." 
Carried  unanimously. 

Order  of  Business 

Submitted  by  the  Fairgrove  Union: 

"That  all  resolutions  from  the  different  branches  of  the  Unions  be  placed  on  the 
program  as  they  are  sent  and  that  the  delegates  from  the  Unions  be  nllowed  a  limited 
time  to  speak  on  the  subject." 

Mr.  Carswell  moved,  as  an  amendment,  and  Mr.  Comer  seconded:  "That  this 
resolution  be  laid  on  the  table." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

The  Tariff 

(a)    Resolution  of  Bloomington  Valley  Union: 

"Whereas  there  is  a  great  shortage  of  feeding  cattle  in  Alberta;  and 

"  Whereas  our  agricultural  economists  are  generally  agreed  that  the  farmers  of  this 
province  should  do  more  mixed  farming;  and 

"  Whereas  they  are  prevented  from  accomplishing  this  by  the  high  prices  of  breed- 
ing and  feeding  cattle; 

"  Therefore  be  it  hereby  resolved  that  we  respectfully  petition  the  Ottawa  Govern- 
ment to  remove  for  a  period  of  one  year  the  duty  on  import  cattle,  regardless  of 
breed  or  grade." 

Mr.  Pye  moved  and  Mr.  Smith  seconded:  "That  this  resolution  be  adopted." 
Carried. 
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(b)    Cornucopia  Union  No.  231: 

"Resolved  that  the  U.F.A.  are  ready  at  any  time  to  meet  representatives  of  the 
manufacturers  to  discuss  lower  tariflF,  wider  markets  and  the  British  preference,  and 
that  the  Secretary  of  this  convention  notify  the  Manufacturers'  Association  accordingly." 

Mr.  Miner  moved  and  Mr.  Miller  seconded:  "That  this  resolution  be  adopted." 
Carried. 

Mr.  Sorensen  moved  and  Mr.  Smith  seconded: 

"Whereas  the  protective  tariff  was  designed  to  encourage  infant  industries  for  a 
few  years  until  they  became  established,  but  has  in  i-eality  proven  to  be  an  instrument 
of  extortion  taken  advantage  of  by  a  few  manufacturers  to  levy  tribute  from  the  people 
of  Canada,  and  has  produced  trusts,  combines  and  mergers  by  which  the  cost  of  living 
has  been  greatly  enhanced,  with  no  corresponding  advantage  to  the  public; 

"And  whereas  the  tariff  is  a  most  unequitable,  unfair  and  unjust  method  of  raising 
public  revenues,  as  it  bears  more  heavily  on  the  poor  than  on  the  rich; 

"And  whereas  we  believe  that  the  best  interests  of  the  public  would  be  served  by 
absolute  freedom  of  trade; 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  this  convention,  composed  of  delegates  representing 
14,000  farmers  of  Alberta,  places  itself  on  record  as  in  favor  of  the  complete  abolition 
of  the  customs  tariff  of  Canada  as  soon  as  possible  and  the  collection  of  public  revenues 
by  a  direct  tax  upon  land  values; 

"  And  further,  that  we  condemn  utterly  the  attempt  being  made  to  tax  the  British 
workman  for  the  benefit  of  the  Canadian  farmer." 

On  the  question  being  put  it  was  declared  carried  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Municipalities 

Resolution  of  Lost  Lake  Union: 

"Whereas  we  believe  that  the  present  system  of  school  tax  is  unjust  and  that  we 
should  have  more  interest  and  better  results  if  all  ratepayers  in  the  district  had  the 
right  to  vote  in  school  elections; 

"  Now  therefore  be  it  resolved  that  ratepayers  owning  land  in  a  school  district, 
and  living  on  land  adjoining,  be  given  the  right  to  vote  in  school  elections,  and  also 
that  the  renters  in  the  district  be  given  the  same  rights." 

Mr.  Malchow  moved  and  Mr.  Smith  seconded:  "That  this  resolution  be  laid  on 
the  table."  Carried. 

Resolution  of  Stettler  Union: 

"Whereas  many  of  the  incorporated  towns  of  Alberta  liave  included  in  their  limits 
many  bona  fide  farms;  and 

"Whereas,  owing  to  the  rapid  development  of  the  said  town,  the  taxes  therein 
are  excessively  high;  and 

"Whereas  the  said  farms,  though  included  in  the  city  limits,  receive  no  benefit 
from  the  taxes  paid  by  them,  more  than  does  the  surrounding  country  in  general,  the 
water  service,  electric  light,  fire  protection,  police  protection,  sidewalks,  etc.,  not  being 
extended  to  them  and  they  desiring  no  such  extension;  and 

"Whereas  it  is  impossible  for  the  said  farmers  to  pay  the  said  taxes  out  of  the  in- 
come derived  from  the  said  farms; 

"Now  therefore  the  U.F.A.  resolves  that  all  land  included  in  the  limits  of  any 
municipality  which  has  never  been  sub-divided  for  town  lots,  and  which  is  being  con- 
tinuously farmed  to  the  extent  of  at  least  one  half  of  the  tillable  land  thereof  and  the 
value  of  which  is  not  materially  greater  than  that  of  similar  land  one  mile  outside  the 
limits  of  said  municipality,  shall  be  so  assessed  that  the  total  taxes  payable  thereon 
shall  not  amount  to  more  than  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  per  year  or  more  than  13^ 
per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  land  without  improvements,  whichever  of  them  shall  be 
the  greater." 

Mr.  Buckingham  moved  and  Mr.  Lively  seconded:  "That  this  resolution  be 
adopted."  Carried. 

Resolution  of  Blackfoot  Union: 

"Whereas  enormous  damage  is  done  to  the  crops  every  year  by  gophers;  and 

"Whereas  much  of  the  work  done  by  the  farmers  in  clearing  their  own  farms  is 
of  little  avail,  owing  to  the  constant  influx  of  the  pests  from  vacant  land; 

"It  is  therefore  resolved  that  this  convention  request  the  Provincial  Government 
to  so  amend  the  'Rural  Municipalities  Act'  that  the  Council  shall  have  power  to  levy 
a  special  tax  on  all  unoccupied  land,  the  resulting  revenue  to  be  expended  in  destroying 
gophers  and  other  pests  on  the  said  vacant  land. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  this  resolution  be  tabled."  Carried. 
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Resuk  of  the  Election 

The  Secretary  reported  that  the  Vice-Presidents  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  were: 
Mr.  J.  Quinsey, 
Mr.  W.  S.  Henry, 
Mr.  R.  Sheppard, 
Mr.  E.  Carswell. 

Nomination  for  Directors 

The  President  then  called  for  nominations  for  Directors  by  Constituencies. 

(Victoria  Constituency) 
Mr.  P.  S.  Austin  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Lively. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close."  Carried. 
Mr.  Austin  was  therefore  declared  elected  by  acclamation. 

(Edmonton  Constituency) 
Mr.  Geo.  Bevington  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Gibson. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close."  Carried. 
Mr.  Bevington  was  therefore  declared  re-elected  by  acclamation. 

(Strathcona  Constituency) 
Mr.  J.  R.  Pointer  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Vickery. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close."  Carried. 
Mr.  Pointer  was  therefore  declared  re-elected  by  acclamation. 

(Red  Deer  Constituency) 
Mr.  C.  Rice  Jones  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Murphy. 
Mr.  H.  Jamieson  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Walton. 
Mr.  D.  Buckingham  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Miller. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close."  Carried. 

(Calgary  Constituency) 
Mr.  H.  Sorensen  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Mercer. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close."  Carried. 
Mr.  Sorensen  was  therefore  declared  elected  by  acclamation. 

(Macleod  Constituency) 
Mr.  J.  H.  Lennox  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Mackintosh. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Buchanan  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Nathorst. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close."  Carried. 

(Medicine  Hat  Constituency) 
Mr.  I.  F.  Rowland  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Allcock. 
Mr.  W.  H.  T.  Olive  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Turner. 
Mr.  P.  Mills  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Trego. 
Mr.  A.  Rawlins  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Burgan. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  nominations  do  now  close."  Carried. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:  "That  in  the  three  districts  where  an  election  is 
necessary,  the  delegates  be  asked  to  conduct  their  own  election,  and  to  report  to  this 
convention."  Carried. 

The  President  then  declared  the  meeting  adjourned  for  thirty  minutes  in  order  to 
enable  the  elections  to  be  held. 

At  the  termination  of  the  recess  the  President  called  the  meeting  to  order  and  the 
Secretaries  reported  the  result  of  the  elections  as  follows: 

Red  Deer,  Mr.  D.  Buckingham. 

Macleod,  Mr.  J.  H.  Lennox. 

Medicine  Hat,  Mr.  A.  Rawlins. 

Report  from  the  Resolution  Committee 

On  a  question  of  privilege  the  following  report  was  read: 

"That  your  committee  considers  that  these  resolutions  are  too  indefinite  for  con- 
sideration, and  are  liable  to  lead  to  the  discussion  of  useless  party  questions,  to  the 
displacement  of  more  important  business." 

Assent.  Dissent. 
A.  E.  Cox,  John  Campbell. 

D.  C.  Miller, 
J.  R.  Pointer. 
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At  the  request  of  the  President  the  resolutions  referred  to  were  read  to  the  con- 
vention. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded:  "That  the  majority  report  of  the  committee 
be  sustained  and  the  resolutions  referred  to  be  tabled." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  resolution  was  declared  lost. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded:  "That  the  resolutions  be  submitted  to  the  con- 
vention in  the  ordinary  course  of  business."  Carried. 

The  Navy 

Mr.  Campbell  then  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which  was  one  of  those 
referred  to: 

IPs  "Resolved  that  we  as  farmers  are  opposed  to  the  naval  policy  of  both  the  Liberal 
and  Conservative  parties." 

Mr.  Campbell  then  moved  and  Mr.  Austin  seconded:  "That  the  following  resolu- 
tion be  substituted  in  place  of  the  one  just  read: 

"Whereas  arpong  the  Christian  nations  of  the  earth  there  is  an  ever  increasing 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  people,  that  war  and  preparation  for  war,  which  entails  such 
a  fearful  harvest  of  human  lives  and  places  such  a  crushing  financial  burden  upon  the 
tax  payers,  should  be  brought  to  an  end,  and  that  this  vast  energy,  now  devoted  to 
purposes  of  destruction  and  death,  be  utilized  in  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  of  peace, 
and  that  instead  of  promoting  distrust  and  hatred  between  nations,  a  spirit  of  conBdence 
and  brotherhood  should  be  encouraged  and; 

"Whereas  both  the  Conservative  and  Liberal  parties  in  Parliament  have  each 
proposed  that  $,'35,000,000  or  more  of  the  public  revenues  .should  be  devoted  to  the 
construction  of  naval  armament  without  a  mandate  from  the  people. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  this  convention  of  delegates  representing  14,000 
farmers  of  Alberta,  places  itself  on  record  as  firmly  opposed  to  any  expenditure  whatever 
of  public  moneys  for  the  construction  of  naval  armament,  but  decidedly  in  favor  of 
Canada  encouraging  to  the  utmust  the  movement  towards  international  peace  and 
disarmament  and  the  settlement  of  international  difficulties  by  arbitration, 

"And  further,  that  this  convention  is  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  Parliament  is 
not  justified  in  making  any  further  move  on  the  naval  question  until  the  same  has  been 
submitted  to  an  actual  referendum  of  the  people." 

There  was  considerable  discussion  on  this  resolution,  and  when  the  question  was 
taken,  a  standing  vote  was  called  for,  the  result  being  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  by 
a  large  vote,  the  number  of  dissentients  being  twelve. 

Municipalities 

(d)  Resolution  of  Holden  Local  Union: 

"Whereas  the  present  size  of  divisions  both  in  L.I.D.  and  municipalities  will  work 
a  hardship  on  those  wishing  to  vote,  and  will  practically  disfranchise  a  half  township; 
and 

"  Whereas  the  present  change  of  the  old  L,I,D.  was  unjust  and  forced  on  the  people 
without  their  consent;  and 

"  Whereas  the  entire  cost  of  maintaining  roads,  etc,  has  to  be  borne  by  the  farmer 
by  the  present  Municipal  Act. 

"  Whereas  the  methods  of  advertising  the  vote  on  municipalities  could  not  be  worse 
in  Russia;  and 

Whereas  the  present  Minister  of  Municipalities  has  advised  his  own  constituents 
to  vote  the  measure  down  as  it  was  worthless;  and 

"Whereas  hamlets  are  included  where  they  exist,  which  cannot  be  of  any  use  to 
the  farmer. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  by  this  convention  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  Government  and  have  proper  amendments  made  to  the  said  Municipal  Act 
covering  the  above  and  others  where  necessary." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  this  resolution  be  tabled."  Carried. 

(e)  Resolution  of  the  Riverton  Union: 

"Resolved  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association  the  provisions  of  the  Rural 
Municipalities  Act,  respecting  the  running  at  large  of  cattle  and  horses,  are  dangerous 
to  the  good  fellowship  of  the  country  at  large,  and  we  therefore  request  the  Government 
to  amend  the  act  regarding  same,  and  name  certain  and  larger  districts  where  either 
the  herd  law  or  the  range  law  be  enforced." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  this  resolution  be  tabled."  Carried. 
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Co-operation 


(a)  Resolution  of  Brightwood  Local  Union: 

"Owing  to  the  fact  that  many  thousands  of  pounds  of  apples  were  not  picked  in 
Ontario,  as  there  was  no  market  for  them,  only  brought  from  50  cents  to  $1.00  per 
barrel,  at  the  same  time  the  homesteaders  in  many  of  the  outlying  districts  of  Alberta 
have  to  pay  from  $12.00  to  $15.00  per  barrel  for  apples,  and  there  is  a  mirket  in  the 
West  for  every  apple  the  farmers  in  Ontario  have  to  sell  if  the  same  could  be  had  at  a 
reasonable  price. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  Executive  of  this  Association  get  in  touch  with 
the  apple  growers  of  Ontario  and  make  some  arrangements  whereby  the  local  unions 
could  get  their  apples  direct  by  the  car  load  and  by  so  doing  not  only  help  the  home- 
steader and  the  farmers  of  the  West,  but  the  apple  growers  of  the  East  as  well." 

(b)  By  Lake  view  Union: 

"  In  view  of  the  fact  that  for  the  last  two  successive  seasons  members  of  our  organiza- 
tion have  been  put  to  considerable  inconvenience,  and  extra  expense,  in  securing  their 
supply  of  binder  twine; 

"Be  it  resolved  that  all  the  unions  make  an  estimate  of  their  requirements  for 
binder  twine  for  1913;  estimate  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible date,  and  the  Executive  to  let  a  contract  to  a  factory  with  special  safeguards  for 
its  due  fulfilment.  That  the  twine  be  brought  into  the  province  in  train  loads  and  be 
distributed  to  the  various  branches  as  per  estimate  furnished." 

(c)  Resolution  of  West  Salisbury  Union: 

"Resolved  that  this  Association  believes  that  the  price  of  oatmeal  and  flour  is 
from  50  to  150  per  cent,  above  the  cost  of  production  and  that  we  believe  that  if  this 
question  was  presented  to  the  voters  of  the  diflferent  large  cities  of  this  province  we 
would  secure  municipal-owned  and  operated  flour  and  oatmeal  mills,  and  reduce  the 
price  of  these  two  important  articles  of  food,  and  give  the  farmer  a  better  price  for  his 
grain,  and  we  could  go  into  the  details  to  show  that  the  profits  in  one  or  two  years  would 
pay  for  the  plant." 

(d)  That  the  U.F.  A.  consider  the  practicability  of  building  and  operating  a  flour  mill 
of  suitable  capacity  for  dealing  with  the  milling  trade  of  Alberta,  such  scheme  to  be 
financed  by  members  of  the  U.F.  A.  under  much  the  same  conditions  as  the  Grain  Growers 
Grain  Co." 

(e)  By  Downing  Union: 

"  Whereas  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  profits  made  by  the  general  merchants 
in  the  retailing  of  general  goods  are  enormous  and  that  the  only  remedy  for  it  lies  in 
co-operation. 

"Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  we,  the  members  of  the  U.F.A.,  do  bind  ourselves 
in  such  a  co-operative  union  wherein  we  may  with  our  own  produce  (butter,  eggs, 
poultry,  vegetables),  or  our  check,  as  the  case  may  be,  purchase  our  goods  and  thus 
get  them  at  cost. 

"  W^e  believe  that  with  the  strength  of  the  U.F. A.  in  submitting  shares  at  five  dollars 
each,  with  a  complement  of  ten  shares,  that  we  can  for  the  present  have  a  central  store, 
say  at  Calgary,  for  headquarters.  In  time  we  could  have  a  store  in  every  railroad 
town." 

(f)  Fairgrove  Union: 

"That  this  convention  request  that  the  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Co.  be  reconstructed 
into  a  purely  co-operative  association,  so  that  the  producer  as  well  as  the  shareholders 
will  share  the  profits  and  this  union  will  support  the  policy  of  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment guaranteeing  the  bonds  of  the  said  company  for  the  erection  of  elevators  through- 
out Alberta." 

(g)  Federal  Union: 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention  a  start  should  be  made  at  once  by  the 
U.F.A.  in  the  way  of  outlining  a  feasible  plan  for  forming  a  credit  association,  either 
by  the  U.F.A.  alone  or  by  co-operating  with  the  Grain  Growers  of  Manitoba  and  Sas- 
katchewan if  found  advisable." 

(h)  Lone  Star  Local  Union: 

"Whereas  we,  the  members  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  have  learned  by 
experience  that  the  only  way  the  farmers  can  better  their  conditions  is  to  build  up  an 
organization  for  our  benefits  as  the  trusts  have  done  for  theirs. 

"Whereas  we,  the  members  of  the  U.F.A.,  also  know  that  the  middleman  takes 
too  much  profit  or  commission  for  handling  materials  of  all  kinds,  thus  taking  the  profits 
away  from  the  producer;  and 

"Whereas  we,  the  members  of  the  U.F.A,,  know  that  by  selling  their  grains,  etc., 
as  manufactured  goods  instead  of  raw  material,  as  they  are  now  doing,  wo  will  realize 
a  very  much  larger  profit. 
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"Whereji-s  we,  the  luembeivs  of  the  I'.F.A.,  know  that  hy  co-ojjt  rating  we  can  carry 
to  a  successful  issue  anything  we  take  in  hand. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we,  the  ITnited  Fanners  of  Alberta,  do  build  and 
operate  at  once  a  large  terminal  elevator,  to  hold  not  less  than  two  million>  of  grain, 
to  have  a  large  up-to-date  flour  mill  and  flax  crusher  to  work  in  connection  with  said 
elevator,  whereby  we  sell  all  our  grain  as  manufactured  material  and  not  as  raw  material, 
as  we  now  are  doing. 

"  Thereby  we  farmers  getting  the  full  benefit  of  the  grain  we  raise,  and  also  helping 
to  relieve  the  grain  congestion  which  works  great  hardships  on  the  farmers;  and 

"Be  it  further  resolved  that  this  undertaking  be  taken  in  hand  at  once,  so  as  to 
be  in  thorough  working  order  before  the  Panama  Canal  is  passing  ships,  so  that  we 
members  of  the  U.F.A.  may  reap  the  full  reward  of  our  labors." 

(i)  Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  resolution  from  Fairgrove  Union 
No.  337,  and  recommend  that  the  erection  of  warehouses  be  included  and  for  the  Grain 
Growers'  Grain  Co.  to  handle  all  necessities  which  the  farmers  require." 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  and  Mr.  Jamieson  seconded:  "That  we  submit  all  resolu- 
tions dealing  with  co-operation  to  the  Executive,  with  instructions  to  prepare  a  plan 
for  co-operative  work  in  Alberta  at  the  earliest  possible  date."  Carried. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  till  eight  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY  EVENING 
Open  Meeting 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  8.15  o'clock.  The  President  intro- 
duced Dr.  Tory,  President  of  the  Alberta  University,  who  delivered  an  interesting 
address  on  the  evolution  of  Agricultural  Science. 

Miss  Thomas,  of  Calgary,  recited  "The  Rulers." 

Mr.  R.  J.  Deachman  delivered  a  very  instructive  address  on  Protection  and  Free 
Trade. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  speakers  and  the  meeting  then  ad- 
journed till  Thursday  morning. 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY  23,  1913 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  10.20  o'clock,  and  the  first  business 
transacted  was  the  receiving  of  pledges  and  cash  from  unions  and  members  amounting 
to  additional  $150.00. 

The  next  order  of  business  was  a  further  consideration  of  the  resolutions. 

Transportation 

(a)    Resolution  of  the  Berry  water  Union: 

"That  the  farmers  living  more  than  10  miles  from  a  railroad  be  allowed  ^-l;  hour.-» 
to  claim  car,  and  two  days  more  to  be  allowed  to  load  car." 

A  large  number  of  questions  were  asked  in  connection  with  the  securing  of  cars, 
demurrage,  loading  platforms  and  other  information  of  that  kind,  and  Mr.  T.  S.  Acheson, 
of  Winnipeg,  of  the  C.P.R.,  who  was  in  attendance,  kindly  gave  the  necessary  informa- 
tion and  answered  the  questions  submitted  to  him. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded:    "That  the  resolution  be  tabled."  Carried. 

Vote  of  Thanks 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  by  the  convention  to  Mr.  Acheson  for  his 
assistance  in  the  debate  and  courtesy  in  answering  the  many  questions  submitted  to  him. 
Mr.  Acheson  briefly  acknowledged. 

Place  for  Next  Convention 

The  President  stated  that  the  next  order  of  business  could  be  the  fixing  of  the  place 
of  meeting  for  the  next  annual  convention. 

Mr.  Quinsey  moved  and  Mr.  Allan  seconded:  "That  the  next  convention  be 
■held  in  the  city  of  Lethbridge." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:  "That  the  next  convention  be  held  at  the  city  of 
Edmonton." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:  "That  the  next  convention  be  held  at  the  city  of 
Calgary." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  President  declared  that  Lethbridge  had  been  chosen, 
and  then  by  a  standing  vote  the  decision  was  made  unanimous." 
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(b)  Rejiolution  of  the  Strangmuir  Union: 

*'That  the  Board  of  Railway  Commissioners  be  requested  to  investigate  the  question 
of  reciprocal  demurrage,  and  that  the  Government  pass  legislation  at  once  putting  into 
effect  reciprocal  demurrage  which  will  require  the  railways  to  pay  a  penalty  equal  to 
that  now  paid  by  the  shippers  and  consignees,  to  the  shipper  or  consignee  for  all  cars 
in  transit  which  do  not  make  an  average  of  100  miles  per  day  once  they  are  accepted 
by  the  railway  company." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  this  resolution  be  adopted."  Carried. 

(c)  Resolution  of  Fraserton  Union: 

"Whereas  reciprocal  demurrage  between  the  transportation  companies  and  shipi>ers 
would  tend  to  facilitate  the  marketing  of  grain,  and  would  be  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  of  common  justice. 

"Resolved  therefore  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  impress  upon  the  Govern- 
ment the  necessity  for  the  enactment  of  a  Reciprocal  Demurrage  Act  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  this  resolution  be  adopte*!."  Carried. 

(d)  Resolution  of  Burnt  Lake  Union: 

"Resolved  that  the  Executive  be  and  are  hereby  instructed  to  take  up  with  the 
Dominion  Government  and  the  Alberta  Government  as  well,  the  matter  of  equalizing 
the  freight  rates  between  the  East  and  West  on  the  postal  system,  and  that  the  pro- 
rated freight  rate  be  extended  to  all  countries  who  have  joined  the  postal  union  with 
the  Dominion  if  they  wish  to  do  so." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  this  resolution  be  adopted."  Carried. 

(e)  Resolution  from  Rocky  Coulee  Union: 

"Resolved  that  the  Dominion  Government  be  asked  to  investigate  the  Columbia 
River  grain  route  for  the  Western  shipments  of  Alberta  grain,  and,  if  found  feasible, 
that  the  river  be  improved  to  accommodate  the  prospective  trade  of  the  West,  and  that 
the  Railway  Commission  be  approached  to  fix  reasonable  freight  rates  from  points  in 
Alberta  to  Robson,  and  that  all  arrangements  to  facilitate  this  grain  route  be  completed 
by  the  time  the  Panama  Canal  is  opened  for  traffic." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  thi.s  resolution  be  adopted."  Carried. 

Report  of  the  Special  Committee 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  consider  ways  and  mean*  reported  as  follows: 
Conservation  of  Unions  Already  Organized. — Your  committee  feel  that  we  canno- 
be  too  insistent  in  our  recommendations  as  to  the  selection  of  local  officers,  that  the 
same  be  not  chosen  from  the  ranks  of  business  men,  or  those  whose  personal  interests 
may  be  contrary  to  those  of  the  farmers,  since  such  officers  will  not  further  the  interests 
of  the  farmers  even  if  they  do  not  actually  oppose.  Many  a  local  has  been  wrecked 
by  such  officers. 

To  build  up  and  increase  the  interest  of  your  locals,  we  feel  the  first  requisite  it 
sociability,  and  we  cannot  too  strongly  commend  the  remarks  of  our  Editor,  Mr.  Chips 
man,  "That  our  wives  and  daughters  be  given  equal  place  with  ourselves  in  all  the 
affairs  of  the  U.F.A.  business  as  well  as  social  and  educational."  Nothing  is  more 
attractive  and  stimulating  than  lunching  and  supping  together. 

A  cup  of  coffee  followed  by  a  program  arranged  for  at  a  previous  meeting  and 
consisting  of  songs,  solos,  quartettes,  readings,  recitations,  and  papers  presented  on 
farm  work,  by  the  members,  either  ladies  or  gentlemen,  or  both,  with  fullest  possible 
discussion  following  each  address.  Debates  often  stimulate  great  interest.  Contests 
for  membership  will  increase  the  local  and  provincial  funds. 

With  the  buying  of  formaline,  flour,  coal  oil,  etc.,  in  bulk,  you  also  show  the  practical 
side  of  the  LT.F.A.  work,  so  it  is  not  hard  to  obtain  a  large  paid  up  membership,  but  we 
must  seek  to  educate  by  use  of  local  talent,  so  often  lying  dormant  in  all  communities. 
This  is  better  than  importing  outside  talent,  though  this  should  also  be  done.  Dances 
are  often  held  to  increase  funds,  but  these  lack  the  educational  feature  already  mentioned 
and  which  are  very  much  to  be  desired. 

And  when  once  public  interest  is  aroused  in  the  U.F.A.  meetings,  funds  will  easily 
be  raised  for  any  legitimate  purpose. 

We  recommend  that  a  letter  be  sent  from  the  Central  office  to  each  local  Secretary 
requesting  that  a  committee  be  formed  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  fees  due  and 
visiting  all  farmers  of  the  district  with  the  view  to  getting  them  to  become  members 
of  the  respective  locals,  also  that  all  our  local  unions  be  asked  to  fully  discuss  the  life 
membership  plan,  and  to  obtain  as  many  life  members  as  possible  since  this  will  also 
augment  the  organizers'  fund. 
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We  recommend  that  any  district  applying  to  the  Central  office  for  an  organizer 
shall  be  required  to  at  least  secure  twelve  paid  up  members  and  a  fee  of  at  least  $5.00 
be  forwarded  to  the  Central  office  to  assist  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  organizer, 
same  to  be  credited  to  the  branch  on  membership  fees. 

We  recommend  that  any  union  applying  to  the  Central  body  for  a  speaker  shall 
agree  to  provide  at  the  same  time  some  special  entertainment  for  the  district,  and  at 
same  a  special  collection  be  taken  for  organizing  purposes  and  such  funds  obtained  be 
forwarded  to  the  Central  office  for  same. 

W^e  further  recommend  that  should  the  system  now  recommended  be  adopted, 
and  it  is  considered  that  sufficient  funds  have  been  received  to  warrant  same,  a  special 
organizer  be  put  in  the  field  to  cover  at  least  the  picnic  season,  and  the  different  locals 
be  asked  to  co-operate  with  the  Central  body  and  in  order  to  make  this  plan  a  success, 
to  arrange  for  their  picnics  with  the  Organizer,  so  that  he  can  organize  a  route  to  cover 
the  ground  at  tne  least  possible  expense. 

And  that  the  Organizer  be  under  the  directions  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Mr.  Sheppard  moved  and  Mr.  Alexander  seconded:  "That  the  report  be  adopted 
Hs  read."    Carried  unanimously. 

Adjournment 

The  convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  1.30  o'clock. 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOON 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  1.45  o'clock. 

Greeting  from  Saskatchewan 

Mr.  F.  W.  Green,  Secretary  of  the  Saskatchewan  Grain  Growers'  Association, 
extended  fraternal  greeetings  from  his  Association. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:  "That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be  extended  Mr. 
Green  for  his  splendid  address."  Carried. 

Delegate  from  Miners 

Mr.  F.  Wheatley,  delegate  from  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  briefly 
addressed  the  convention,  and  extended  a  cordial  invitation  for  a  delegate  from  this 
Association  to  attend  their  convention,  which  would  be  held  in  Lethbridge  during  the 
month  of  February. 

The  President  thanked  Mr.  Wheatley  for  the  kind  invitation  and  on  behalf  of 
the  Association  ;iccepted  same. 

Ladies'  Convention 

Mr.  Chipman  moved  and  Mr.  Sheppard  seconded:  "That  this  convention  is 
heartily  in  favor  of  the  organization  of  and  assisting  the  ladies  in  each  community  to 
organize  under  the  IT.F..A.  and  enjoying  all  the  privileges  of  the  Association. 

"And  also  that  we  instruct  the  Board  of  Directors  to  encourage  this  work  in  every 
possible  way  so  that  there  will  be  a  large  number  of  lady  delegates  present  at  Lethbridge 
next  year,  where  they  may  organize  a  convention  of  their  own."      Carried  unanimously. 

Machinery 

(a)    Sunprairie  Union: 

"Whereas  farmers  have  no  voice  in  the  drawing  of  machinery  and  implement 
notes;  and 

"Whereas  implement  manufacturers  crowd  the  farmers  as  soon  as  said  notes  become 
due,  and  extortionate  rates  of  interest  are  charged  after  maturity  till  paid;  and 

"  Whereas  many  farmers  are  unable  to  get  their  grain  threshed  and  marketed  before 
the  ports  are  closed  in  the  early  winter,  thus  being  compelled  to  sell  their  grain  at  very 
I0W4  prices; 


**  Therefore  be  it  resolved  by  the  members  of  this  union  that  we  bring  this  matter 
to  the  notice  of  our  member  of  the  legislature,  also  to  the  Premier  of  Alberta,  and  that 
we  a&k  them  to  introduce  measures  to  have  all  machinery  and  implement  notes  come 
due  on  May  first,  in  year  following  purchase. 

**That  we  also  enquire  into  the  views  of  our  candidates  for  the  coming  Provincial 
election  in  regard  to  this  matter  and  require  their  confidence  and  support  in  securing 
rtbove  measure. 

(b)  By  Rocky  Coulee  Union  No.  105: 

"Whereas  implement  manufacturers  crowd  the  farmer  in  the  fall  for  the  payment 
of  notes. 

Resolved  that  we  sign  no  notes  unless  same  are  made  out  for  the  first  day  of 
January  succeeding  date  of  delivery  of  implements,  further  that  there  be  no  interest  on 
same  till  after  January  first  in  each  and  every  year. 

This  resolution  requires  considerable  thought  and  attention  as  well  as  concerted 
action  if  anything  is  to  be  done  in  the  matter. 

(c)  Resolution  from  Gleichen  Local  Union: 

"Be  it  resolved  that  we  register  our  firm  protest  against  the  most  unfair  machint- 
contracts  and  notes,  as  used  by  the  big  machine  companies  doing  business  in  this  province 
of  Alberta,  and  that  we  insist  upon  the  Legislature  of  this  province  providing  a  uniform 
form  of  contract  which  will  protect  the  purchaser  as  well  as  the  machine  companies, 
and  to  provide  that  no  notes  can  draw  more  than  8  per  cent,  interest,  nor  can  have 
collection  forced  on  them  prior  to  May  first  following  the  year  of  sale,  except  in  cases 
where  the  purchaser  may  attempt  to  re-sell  the  goods  conveyed  by  the  notes,  or  to 
remove  them  from  the  district  in  which  the  purchaser  resided  at  the  time  of  the  sale. 

Mr.  Sorensen  moved  and  Mr.  Trego  seconded:  "That  we  accept  resolution 
So.  C  as  submitted  by  Gleichen  Union,  as  containing  the  views  of  the  Association, 
and  that  the  Board  of  Directors  be  instructed  to  act  accordingly."  Carried. 


Loans  to  Settlers 

(9)    Cheaper  Loans. 

(a)  West  Salisbury  Union; 

"Resolved  that  after  reading  and  giving  careful  consideration  to  the  differeul 
systems  of  loans  to  farmers,  and  other  workers,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  New  Zealand  system  is  the  best  suited  to  the  conditions  of  Canada." 

(b)  Resolution  of  Sedgewick  Union  (Fairgrove  Branch) : 

"That  this  convention  endorse  legislation  that  will  enable  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment to  advance  money  to  the  farmers  at  a  cheaper  rate  of  interest  than  is  paid  at 
present,  the  said  money  to  be  secured  by  the  Government  on  their  guarantee  bonds." 

(c)  Resolution  for  the  Convention: 

"That  the  Association  express  its  strong  disapproval  of  the  handicap  under  which 
the  settlers  labor  in  the  matter  of  the  exceedingly  high  rates  of  interest  charged  on 
borrowed  money,  which  is  detrimental  to  the  business  of  the  country,  and  the  Executive 
Committee  are  hereby  asked  to  bring  all  possible  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Government 
to  enact  legislation  which  will  confer  on  the  settlers  of  this  country  the  same  right  now 
enjoyed  by  most  civilized  countries — that  of  securing  money  for  an  extended  term  of 
years  at  a  moderate  rate  of  interest." 

(d)  Resolution  of  Cornucopia  Union: 

"Resolved  that  this  Association  demand  of  both  the  Dominion  and  Provincial 
Governments  a  law  which  will  make  it  usury  for  any  person,  firm  or  corporation,  ot 
bank,  to  ask  or  receive  directly  or  indirectly  more  than  7  per  cent,  interest  on  any  loan, 
note  or  contract. 

"Where  such  is  given,  the  debt  to  be  cancelled  as  penalty  thereof,  irrespective  of 
all  agreements  to  the  contrary." 

(e)  Resolution  of  Rath  well  and  McBride  Local  Union: 

"That  this  Association  feels  strongly  the  handicap  under  which  the  farmers  labor, 
with  the  present  system  of  short  term  loans  and  high  rate  of  interest,  and  woiild  ask 
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that  the  Executive  and  members  of  this  Association  bring  the  strongest  possible  pressure 
to  bear  on  the  Government  to  enact  legislation  enabling  farmers  to  form  co-operative 
credit  associations,  or  to  take  such  other  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
secure  cheap  and  extended  loans,  over  a  period  of  years  with  a  small  annOal  instalment 
of  principal  and  interest." 

Mr.  Sorensen  moved  and  Mr.  Trego  seconded:  "That  we  instruct  the  Executive 
to  embody  the  suggestion  contained  in  this  resolution  as  a  mandate  for  the  views  of 
the  Association  in  this  matter."  Carried. 

Consolidated  Schools 

(a)  Resolution  of  Bowville  Union: 

"Whereas  at  the  last  annual  convention  of  the  U.F.A.  a  resolution  introducing 
the  establishment  of  consolidated  schools;  and 

"Whereas  wherever  consolidated  schools  have  been  established  they  have  proven 
far  more  satisfactory  and  efficient  than  the  rural  schools  and  more  economical. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  hereby  authorize  the  Executive  Committee  to 
use  every  means  in  their  power  to  get  the  coming  session  of  the  Legislature  to  pass  the 
necessary  law  permitting  the  establishment  of  consolidated  schools  and  appropriate 
sufficient  funds  to  put  the  schools  in  operation." 

(b)  Resolution  of  Wheatland  Centre  Union: 

"Whereas  at  the  last  annual  convention  of  the  U.F.A.  a  resolution  was  introduced 
urging  the  establishment  of  consolidated  schools;  and 

"  Whereas  the  necessity  for  them  seems  more  urgent  than  ever,  because  of  the  need 
of  higher  education  for  the  children  of  the  towns  and  cities;  and 

"Whereas  wherever  consolidated  schools  have  been  established  they  have  proven 
far  more  satisfactory  and  efficient  than  the  rural  schools  and  more  economical. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  urge  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  U.F.A. 
to  use  every  means  in  its  power  to  get  the  coming  session  of  the  Legislature  to  immediately 
pass  the  necessary  law  permitting  the  establishment  of  consolidated  schools  and  pro- 
vide sufficient  funds  to  put  the  schools  in  operation." 

Mr.  Quinsey  moved  and  Mr.  Burnell  seconded:    "That  the  resolution  submitted 
by  the  Wheatland  Centre  Union  be  adopted."  Carried. 

Parcel  Post 

Mr.  Henry  moved  and  Mr.  Clarke  seconded: 

"  Whereas  the  rate  charged  by  the  express  companies  operating  in  the  Dominion 
are  exorbitant,  causing  a  needless  hardship  on  settlers,  especially  in  the  rural  districts; 
and 

"  Whereas  practically  all  progressive  nations  have  a  parcel  post  system. 
"Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  urgently  request  that  the  Dominion  Government 
enact  legislation  at  the  present  session  of  Parliament."  Carried. 

Provincial  Rights 

(a)  Stretton  Union  No.  17: 

"  Whereas  the  remedy  for  the  evils  of  the  Western  farmer  lies  in  the  hands  of  the 
Dominion  Government  unsuccessfully  for  remedial  legislation. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  convention  the  remedy  lie.^ 
in  the  combined  political  action  of  the  workers  and  the  farmers,  having  as  its  ultimate 
aim  the  complete  automony,  fiscal  and  otherwise  of  the  prairie  provinces." 

On  the  above  resolution  being  submitted  it  was  withdrawn  from  the  convention 
by  the  delegates  from  Stretton  Union. 

Sympathy  with  Labor 

(b)  Sundial  Union  No.  240: 

"Whereas  capital  does  not  produce  wealth,  and  by  no  just  law,  contract  or  rule  of 
order  can  be  entitled  to  receive  a  rate  of  interest  greater  in  proportion  than  the  risk 
incurred  in  its  operations;  and 
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"Whereas  when  such  rate  of  interest  is  drawn  from  the  brains  and  industry  of 
those  engaged  in  making  it  productive  it  can  have  no  further  claims  upon  labor;  and 

"  Whereas  the  production  of  labor  is  now  utilized  to  not  only  pay  excessive  interest 
on  actual  capital,  but  also  to  pay  the  same  rate  on  watered  stocks,  which  represents  no 
true  value  and  often  in  excess  of  the  actual  capital  involved;  and 

"Whereas  we  believe  the  ceaseless  conflicts  between  capital  and  labor  arise  from 
the  aggrandisement  of  capital  to  take  from  labor  this  unjust  hire. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  fully  by  this  Association  that  we  are  in  full  sympathy 
with  the  cause  of  labor  to  secure  its  just  reward  and  that  we  will  use  our  united  and 
individual  influence  to  help  them  obtain  the  same." 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Nathorst  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Pye:  "That  this  resolution 
be  tabled."  Defeated. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Trego  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Boissevain:  "That  this  resolu- 
tion be  adopted."  Carried. 

(c)  Cattle  Guards 

Whereas  the  Railway  Act  of  Canada  (section  254)  reads:  "The  company  shall 
erect  and  maintain  upon  the  railway  (a)  fences  of  a  minimum  height  four  feet  six  inches 
on  each  side  of  the  railway  (e)  cattle  guards  at  each  side  of  the  highway  (subsection  3). 
Such  fences,  gates  and  cattle  guards  shall  be  suitable  and  suflScient  to  prevent  cattle 
and  other  animals  from  getting  on  the  railway  lands."  > 

Now  therefore  as  practically  every  mile  of  railway  fence  and  cattle  guard  in  Alberta 
is  manifestly  unsuitable  and  insufficient  to  prevent  animals,  especially  sheep  and  swine, 
from  getting  on  the  railway,  be  it  resolved  that  the  Association  instruct  the  Executive 
to  take  such  action  before  the  Board  of  Railway  Commissioners  or  other  courts  as  shall 
compel  the  railway  companies  to  forthwith  comply  with  the  reading  of  the  act. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Trego,  as  an  amendment,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Miner:  "That 
the  action  of  the  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture  in  working  for  amendments  of  the 
Railway  Act,  more  especially  referring  to  the  losses  caused  to  the  farmers  through  stock 
being  killed  upon  the  right  of  way,  be  endorsed  by  this  convention." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

Inspection  of  Meats 

(d)  Resolution  of  Aidrie  Local  Union: 

"In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  city  of  Calgary  seems  likely  to  enforce  the  by-law 
that  all  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  have  to  be  slaughtered  in  the  city  abbatoir  under  Govern- 
ment inspection,  we  protest  that  certain  sections  of  the  said  by-law  are  unjust,  uncalled 
for  at  the  present  time,  and  favor  combines  in  the  meat  business. 

"Resolved  that  Government  inspection  be  set  aside  and  farmers  be  allowed  to 
sell  and  deliver  dressed  meats  in  the  future  as  in  the  past." 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Smith,  as  an  amendment,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Henry:  "That 
the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  take  up  this  matter  with  the  city  of  Calgary 
authorities  and  see  if  some  mutual  arrangement  for  a  settlement  of  the  difficulties  com- 
plained of  can  be  arrived  at." 

On  the  question  being  put  the  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

Rate  of  Wages 

(e)  Resolution  from  Brightwood  Union: 

"Owing  to  the  low  scale  of  wages  paid  for  labor  on  the  roads  and  the  number  of 
hours  required  for  a  day's  work  by  the  Government  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  labor  on 
the  roads.  Therefore  we  would  ask  the  union  to  use  its  power  to  force  the  Govern- 
ment to  fix  a  minimum  wage  of  $3.00  for  a  man  and  $6.00  for  a  man  and  a  team  and 
that  eight  hours  constitute  a  day's  work.  This  we  think  would  aid  the  road  building 
considerably." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  :    "That  this  resolution  be  tabled."  Carried. 
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Telephone  Poles 


Resolution  from  Wood  River  Union: 

"Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Government  is  offering  tenders  for  the  supply  of  tele- 
phone poles  each  year,  and  these  contracts  are  given  exclusively  to  large  timber  mer- 
chants, who  sub-contract  again  to  the  homesteaders  in  such  a  way  that  they  can  hardly 
make  a  day's  wages  and  that  many  thousands  of  telephone  poles  are  annually  sent  from 
this  district,  for  which  the  homesteaders  are  given  only  77  cents  per  pole,  /or  cutting, 
skidding  and  hauling,  whereas  the  timber  merchants  receive  $1.40  at  the  lowest  for 
doing  practically  nothing,  and  whereas  the  timber  merchants  are  in  a  position  to  offer 
sub-contracts  long  before  the  tenders  are  issued  by  the  Government  and  when  the  tenders 
are  issued  they  are  open  only  for  about  ten  days. 

"Does  not  this  union  think  that  the  Government  might  be  approached  with  regard 
to  buying  the  poles  direct  from  the  homesteader  at  the  full  price  without  the  home- 
steader having  to  attempt  to  obtain  a  contract  and  so  help  the  homesteader  instead 
of  the  middleman." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:  "That  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee."  Carried. 

Cost  of  Commodities 

(f)    Wheatland  Centre  Union  No.  109: 

"Whereas  we  believe  that  the  prices  of  farm  machinery,  fuel  oils,  such  as  gasoline 
and  kerosene,  in  fact,  all  implements  necessary  for  farming,  are  entirely  out  of  proportion 
to  the  actual  cost  of  manufacture,  transportation  and  necessary  handling,  thus  increas- 
ing the  cost  of  production  of  farm  produce  to  a  prohibitory  degree. 

"It  is  hereby  resolved  that  we  request  the  Provincial  Government  to  appoint  a 
commission  of  six  members  of  which  three  shall  be  qualified  members  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  elected  by  the  convention,  to  investigate  the  actual  cost  of  pro- 
duction, transportation  and  necessary  handling  of  the  above  mentioned  commodities 
offered  for  sale  in  the  province,  and  to  publish  the  full  report  of  this  commission,  and 
it  is  also  resolved  that  the  convention  elect  the  three  members  who  must  be  fully  qualified 
to  serve  at  the  present  session." 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Comer  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Pye:  "That  this  resolution 
be  adopted."  Carried. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  and  carried  :  "  That  the  President  nominate  the 
three  members  to  represent  the  Association. 

(g)  Threshing 

"  Whereas  a  threshing  outfit  may  thresh  a  part  of  a  crop  and  then  pull  away  from 
the  district  without  completing  the  job,  or  may  thresh  the  larger  jobs  in  the  district 
and  leave  the  smaller  ones  unthreshed,  or  may  thresh  all  in  the  vicinity  except  one  or 
two  farmers,  or  may  pull  away  from  a  setting  without  gathering  up  the  shelled  out 
grain  reasonably  clean,  free  from  the  front  of  the  machine; 

"And  whereas  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  farmers  of  Alberta  if  such  a  con- 
dition of  affairs  was  prohibited  by  law. 

"Therefore  we,  the  undersigned  farmers  of  the  province  of  Alberta,  petition  the 
Government  of  the  province  to  pass  legislation  covering  the  situation. " 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  this  resolution  be  tabled."  Carried. 

(h)  Resolution  of  Fairgrove  Local  Union: 

"That  this  convention  agrees  that  an  important  office  such  as  Secretary-Treasurer 
of  the  United  Farmers  should  be  separate  from  any  other  office  in  the  Grain  Growers' 
Grain  Co.  until  such  a  time  as  the  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Co.  is  re-organized  into  a 
purely  co-operative  concern,  as  at  present  our  interests  are  not  identical." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  this  resolution  be  tabled."  Carried. 

Closed  Doors 

(i)  Resolution  of  Melville  Union: 

"Deeming  it  proper  and  just,  that  we  should  change  our  custom  of  our  business 
being  everybody's  business. 
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"Be  it  resolved  that  we,  as  the  U.F.A,  in  convention  assembled,  declare  ourselv 
as  a  secret  Association,  having  a  pass-word  to  obtain  entrance  and  a  doorkeeper  to 
take  up  same,  thereby  avoiding  the  necessary  disturbance  of  those  not  in  accord  with 
our  workings." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  this  resolution  be  tabled."  Carried. 

Co-operation 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Alexander  and  seconded  by  Mr,  Richards: 

"Inasmuch  as  all  co-operative  organizations  in  the  province  to-day  must  operate 
under  the  Joint  Stock  Companies  Act,  which  forbids  a  company  buying  back  its  own 
shares,  and  inasmuch  as  tenant  farmers  and  others  anticipating  an  early  removal  from 
the  vicinity  of  a  co-operative  store  would  like  to  purchase  shares  in  same  were  it  possible 
for  them  to  sell  their  share  or  shares  when  removing,  and  since  it  is  most  generally 
impossible  after  the  community  has  been  thoroughly  canvassed  for  shareholders  to 
dispose  of  extra  shares,  and  since  it  will  be  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  co-operative 
trading  company  and  the  farmers  to  have  the  latter's  subscription  and  business  so  long 
as  he  remains  in  the  community. 

.  "Be  it  resolved  that  we  recommend  the  Government  of  Alberta  to  pass  a  good 
co-operative  bill  which  will  permit  of  co-operative  trading  companies  buying  back 
their  own  shares  in  case  of  removal  of  any  of  its  members  from  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  store;  further,  since  confidence  is  the  greatest  asset  of  any  company  and  since 
the  success  in  organization  can  be  greatly  increased,  we  urge  the  Government  to  provide 
in  the  forthcoming  co-operative  bill  the  principle  of  the  initiative,  referendum  and 
right  of  recall,  so  the  fullest  measure  of  democratic  Government  may  be  obtained, 
thus  insuring  the  confidence  of  the  membership  in  the  management. 

"  We  urge  the  Government  to  pass  a  true  co-operative  bill  similar  to  either  the 
British  Columbia  or  Wisconsin  co-operative  laws. 

*' We  also  recommend  that  the  promised  bill  be  not  encumbered  with  a  lot  of  detail, 
but  be  framed  in  a  broad  and  liberal  manner  which  will  permit  a  majority  of  the  share- 
holders of  a  co-operative  company  entire  control  of  the  division  of  profits." 

Carried  unanimously. 

Relating  to  Newspapers 

"Whereas  it  has  been  brought  up  to  the  notice  of  this  Association  by  a  number  of 
its  members  that  it  has  become  plainly  evident  to  them  that  a  most  deliberate  attempt 
is  being  made  by  self  interested  parties  to  delude  and  influence  the  public  mind  in  favor 
of  militarism  and  a  protectionist  policy;  and 

"Whereas  they  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  millions  of  dollars  are  being  spent 
annually  to  corrupt  the  public  press,  either  by  paid  advertisements  in  the  shape  of 
fake  editorials,  innocent  looking  articles  containing  false  statements  and  conclusions, 
or  the  publishing  and  sending  forth  broadcast  into  the  country  homes  (sometimes  free 
and  sometimes  clubbed  at  very  low  rates  with  other  journals)  magazines  which  pretend 
to  be  in  the  interest  of  farming  and  country  life,  but  which  contain  a  most  insidious 
form  of  vicious  matter,  cunningly  devised  to  deceive  the  unwary  or  those  who  have 
not  had  the  advantage  of  more  extended  reading. 

"And  whereas  they  believe  that  a  further  attempt  is  being  made  by  the  same 
interested  parties  to  inculcate  in  the  minds  of  students  in  schools,  colleges  and  universities 
a  false  science  of  economics  by  causing  to  have  placed  in  professors'  chairs  men  who 
are  of  a  theoretic,  but  impractical  faith. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  request  our  members  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Executive  to  any  such  delusive  matter  as  may  appear  in  the  papers  which  enter 
their  homes,  or  to  any  cases  where  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  influence  the  minds 
of  children  along  these  lines  in  schools  or  colleges.  And  we  instruct  the  Executive  in 
turn  to  keep  the  members  informed  as  to  the  papers  which  print  such  matter  and  to 
the  source  of  the  objectionable  matter  under  consideration. 

"And  for  the  purpose  of  inaugurating  a  general  crusade  against  these  methods, 
we  request  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  and  our  sister  Associations  in  the  other  provinces, 
to  take  concerted  action  with  us  along  these  lines." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  this  resolution  be  tabled."  Defeated. 

The  original  question  was  then  put  and  declared  carried. 
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Prohibition 


It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Bell  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Pye: 

"Whereas  the  present  crisis  in  the  struggle  for  the  prohibition  of  the  liquor  traffic 
in  the  province  of  Alberta  is  of  intense  interest  and  vital  importance  to  the  people  of 
the  rural  districts. 

"Be  it  resolved,  first,  that  the  convention  place  itself  on  record  in  supporting  un- 
reservedly the  principle  of  prohibition  of  the  liquor  traffic,  and,  second,  that  the  con- 
vention recommend  Local  Unions  to  support  such  local  option  campaigns  wherever 
instituted,  until  such  time  as  a  full  measure  of  provincial  prohibition  can  be  initiated 
by  the  electors  of  the  province  of  Alberta."  Carried. 

Roads  and  Bridges 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Ulch  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Vergburg: 

*'  Whereas  the  farmers  of  the  Milk  River  district  endanger  their  lives  when  they 
go  down  the  banks  to  ford  the  river  in  order  to  reach  the  town;  and 

"Whereas  several  have  been  drowned  in  trying  to  ford  the  river;  be  it  resolved 
that  the  convention  instruct  the  Executive  to  use  its  influence  with  the  Government 
in  getting  these  banks  cut  down  and  also  in  getting  a  bridge  built  over  the  river." 
Carried^ 

Ottawa  Platform 

Mr.  Trego  moved  and  Mr.  Jamieson  seconded:  "That  this  convention  again 
place  on  record  its  endorsation  of  the  platform  adopted  by  the  farmers  of  Canada  at 
the  convention  held  at  Ottawa  on  December  16,  1910."  Carried. 

Agricultural  Text  Books 

Mr.  Sheppard  moved  and  Mr.  Henry  seconded: 

"Resolved  that  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  in  convention  assembled  together 
express  their  urgent  wish  that  the  Minister  of  Education  in  collaboration  with  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  will  at  once  endeavor  to  arrange  with  the  publishers  of  school 
text  books,  designed  for  use  in  the  secondary  and  high  schools  of  this  province,  for  the 
publication  of  a  brief  and  practical  course  of  study,  in  said  text  books,  embracing  the 
fundamental  principles  of  modern  agriculture  and  domestic  science."  Carried. 

Ranch  Lands 

Mr.  Trego  moved  and  Mr.  Cox  seconded: 

"Resolved  that  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  in  convention  assembled,  that  in 
view  of  possible  changes  in  ranching  regulations  by  the  Department  of  Interior,  that 
all  rough  lands  now  unused,  owned  by  the  Dominion  Government  unsuitable  for  agri- 
cultural purposes,  situated  north  of  township  28  in  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan,  be  added 
to  the  present  leasing  area.  The  same  for  one  year  to  be  first  offered  for  leasing  to 
local  farmers  and  stockmen  in  localities  where  they  live:  by  so  doing  this  will  assist  the 
f  armer  to  raise  stock  as  well  as  grain. 

"Also  be  it  resolved  that  all  leases,  no  matter  where  situated,  be  fenced  (woven 
wire  where  sheep  run)  as  this  will  overcome  all  difficulty  as  to  horses,  cattle  and  sheep." 
Carried. 

Duty  of  Local  Unions 
Mr.  Miller  moved  and  Mr.  Pointer  seconded: 

"Resolved  that  the  Board  of  Directors  of  every  Union  shall  be  instructed  by  this 
convention  to  do  their  full  duty,  to  audit  the  accounts  of  their  Secretary-Treasurer 
quarterly  and  authorize  the  remittance  to  be  made  to  the  Central  according  to  the 
constitution."  Carried. 

Mixed  Farming 

Mr.  Hoadly  moved  and  Mr.  Trego  seconded: 

"Resolved  that  the  U.F.A.  in  session  would  request  that  the  Government  take 
into  consideration  the  claims  of  the  real  backbone  of  the  stock  industry,  the  mixed 
farmers,  when  making  rules  in  regard  to  the  grazing  lands."  Carried. 
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Live  Stock  Regulations 


Mr.  Nesting  moved  and  Mr.  Richards  seconded: 

"That  we  strongly  oppose  the  exemption  of  stockmen  from  paying  their  full  share 
of  school  taxes." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  as  an  amendment:  "That  this  resolution  be  tabled." 
Carried. 

Federation  of  Labor 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Lund  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Alexander: 

"Whereas  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  evident  that  the  farmers  are  exploited 
fully  as  much  as  the  wage  workers  by  the  capitalistic  interests,  and  whereas  we  believe 
that  all  producers  of  wealth  should  be  united  in  one  general  body  for  mutual  protection, 
co-operation  and  harmonious  action;  it  is  hereby  resolved  that  we  are  in  favor  of  uniting 
with  the  wage  workers  in  one  general  body  known  as  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Labor." 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:    "That  this  resolution  be  tabled."  Defeated. 

Mr.  Lively  moved,  as  an  amendment,  and  Mr.  Ash  worth  seconded:  "That  the 
I  nited  Farmers  of  Alberta  in  convention  assembled  endorse  the  principles  and  objects 
of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Labor,  and  advise  our  Local  Unions  to  become  affiliated 
in  that  body  upon  their  own  initiative." 

On  a  point  of  order  the  ruling  was  made  that  the  resolution  as  proposed  was 
unconstitutional  and  must  be  dropped. 

On  a  question  of  privilege  Mr.  English,  Secretary  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of 
Labor,  was  allowed  to  address  the  convention  and  at  the  conclusion  of  his  address, 
at  the  request  of  the  President,  the  Secretary  stated  that  the  action  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  had  been  to  adopt  a  resolution  expressing  sympathy  with  the  Alberta  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  and  assuring  them  that  should  any  common  ground  arise  the  U.F.A. 
would  be  pleased  to  work  with  them. 

Mr.  Comer  moved  and  Mr.  Trego  seconded:  "That  the  action  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  in  this  regard  be  sustained."  Carried. 

Election  of  Auditors 

Mr.  C.  H.  Wingate,  of  Cayley,  and  Mr.  Marlowe,  of  Islay,  were  nominated  as 
auditors  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Confidence  in  Board 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:  "  That  this  convention  go  on  record  as  having  fullest 
confidence  in  the  retiring  Board  of  Directors,  and  in  the  work  they  have  consideration, 
further,  that  we  have  full  confidence  in  the  newly  elected  Board  and  pledge  ourselves 
to  assist  them  in  the  work."    Carried  unanimously. 

Vote  of  Thanks 

It  was  moved  and  seconded:  "That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be  accorded  to  our 
visitors  for  their  assistance,  the  resolution  committee  for  their  work  during  the  con- 
vention, and  to  the  press  for  their  many  courtesies."    Carried  unanimously. 

Adjournment 

The  President  then  declared  the  convention  formally  adjourned  and  the  pro- 
ceedings terminated  with  the  rendering  of  the  National  Anthem. 

E.  J.  FREAM. 

Convention  Secretary. 


DIRECTORS'  MEETING 

A  meeting  of  the  newly  elected  Board  of  Directors  was  held  in  the  Board  of  Trade 
Rooms,  Calgary,  on  Friday  morning,  January  24,  1913,  at  10  o'clock. 
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Present:— W.  J.  Tregillus,  President;  J.  Quinsey,  W.  S.  Henry,  R.  Sheppard,  E. 
Carswell,  Vice-Presidents;  D.  Buckingham,  P.  S.  Austin,  J.  R.  Pointer,  H.  Sorensen, 
J.  H.  Lennox,  A.  Rawlins,  G/Bevington,  Directors;  and  E.  J.  Fream. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Woodbridge  was  appointed  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Association 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed: 

Legislative  Committee 
E.  J.  Fream,  G.  Bevington  and  R.  Sheppard. 

Special  Elevator  Committee 

W.  J.  Tregillus,  J.  Quinsey,  W.  S.  Henry,  R.  Sheppard,  E.  Carswell,  E.  J.  Fream, 
G.  Bevington  and  P.  P.  Woodbridge. 

Elevator  Committee 
J.  Quinsey,  P.  S.  Austin,  J.  H.  Lennox,  W.  S.  Henry  and  J.  R.  Pointer. 

Direct  Legislation  Committee 

The  Legislative  Committee. 

Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture 

W.  J.  Tregillus,  J.  Quinsey,  R.  Sheppard,  E.  J.  Fream  and  P.  P.  Woodbridge. 

Labor  Committee 

G.  Bevington,  J.  R.  Pointer  and  J.  H.  Lennox. 

Representatives  to  Labor  Committee 
W.  J.  Tregillus  and  J.  Quinsey. 


Organization 

It  was  decided  to  leave  the  organization  work  in  the  hands  of  the  Directors,  each 
Director  to  have  charge  of  his  own  district  with  power  to  call  for  assistance  when 
required,  and  accounts  for  this  work  to  be  countersigned  by  the  Director  before  pay- 
ment is  made. 

Each  Director  will  be  supplied  with  a  copy  of  all  letters  and  requests  received 
from  his  own  district  for  organization  work  and  will  have  power  to  act  in  the  matter. 

An  effort  will  be  made  to  have  the  monthly  circulars  translated  into  German  and 
French  and  published  in  the  papers  printed  in  those  languages. 

Several  resolutions  passed  by  the  convention  will  be  submitted  to  the  unions 
for  consideration. 

A  special  committee,  consisting  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  residing  in  Cal- 
gary, was  appointed  to  interview  the  city  authorities  in  reference  to  the  meat  inspection 
by-law  recently  passed  by  the  city  council. 

The  resolutions  adopted  at  the  convention  were  referred  to  the  various  committees 
with  instructions  to  act  upon  same  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

The  Legislative  Committee  received  instructions  to  take  up  the  chilled  meat 
proposition  and  see  if  some  definite  conclusion  cannot  be  arrived  at  in  this  matter. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  in  place  of  one  submitted  by  Seven  Persons 
Union : 

**  Whereas  the  so-called  treating  custom  is  the  biggest  evil  in  connection  with  the 
liquor  traffic;  be  it  resolved  that  the  Government  be  urged  to  amend  the  liquor  laws 
of  the  province,  prohibiting  the  custom  of  treating  minors,  in  or  out  of  the  bar,  and 
making  the  breaking  of  the  law  in  this  respect  a  criminal  offence." 

A  resolution  from  Harmony  Union  in  reference  to  coal  mines  was  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee  with  power  to  act. 
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LIST  OF  DELEGATES 

A.  Clayton,  Airdrie;  C.  A.  Fawcett,  Harmony;  S.  R,  Judy,  Veteran;  J.  R.  Pointer, 
Strome;  A.  E.  Cox,  Pincher  Creek;  G.  A.  Shamberger,  Sharon;  T.  A.  Brennan,  Veteran; 
H.  B.  Sim,  Berry  Water;  H.  B.  Thomas,  Battle  Valley;  J.  Hughes,  Brushy  Ridge; 
D.  Drinnan,  Gadsby;  C.  N.  Hughes,  Sullivan  Lake;  Chas.  Burnell,  Edmonton;  John 
Beattie,  Burnt  Lake;  E.  K,  Bobbins,  Red  Willow;  J.  H.  Long,  Namao;  A.  R.  Weeks, 
Namao;  C.  James,  Richdale;  W.  M.  Code,  Acme;  H,  M.  Quebec,  Clover  Bar;  Jos. 
Stauffer,  Olds;  Rice  Sheppard,  Strathcona;  Jas.  Bennett,  Cowley;  C.  W.  Ibsen,  Mewas- 
sin;  A.  N.  Doan,  Painter  Creek;  Jno.  Hiles,  Halkirk;  J.  W.  Craig,  Bowville;  J.  Camp- 
bell, Lousana;  N.  H.  Nathorst,  Summerview;  P.  S.  Austin,  Ranfurly;  F.  Caron,  Pine 
Coulee;  L.  Robertson,  Letts;  D.  C.  Miller,  Cornucopia;  Aug.  Hilberg,  Deer  Creek; 
J,  Quinsey,  Noble;  J.  W.  Mercer,  Strathmore;  P.  L.  Carpenter,  Airdrie;  C.  Rice- Jones, 
Veteran;  H.  Rice- Jones,  Veteran;  Thos.  Lee,  Riverton;  H.  C.  Haecker,  Bloomington 
Valley;  G.  M.  Drinnan,  Gadsby;  H.  Wehner,  Endiang;  F.  C.  Clare,  Edmonton;  D. 
Buckingham,  Stettler;  Gus.  Hilker,  Red  Willow;  S.  A.  Carson,  Namao;  L.  Crozier, 
Namao;  A.  H.  Dean,  Castor;  J.  Campbell,  Durness;  Fisher  Williams,  Acme;  A.  Arnold' 
Winona;  A.  Rafn,  Bon  Accord;  A.  E.  Mallough,  Stainsleigh;  C.  P.  Hodgson,  Cowley; 
A.  Krouse,  Mewassin;  F.  O.  Duke,  Halkirk;  H.  G.  Hitchcock,  Bowville;  W.  R.  Lees, 
Mountain  Mill;  J.  L.  Wardrop,  Clover  Bar;  W.  J.  Jackman,  E.  Clover  Bar;  R.  Hender- 
son, Pincher  Creek;  P.  Ryherson,  Melville;  E.  J.  Callaway,  Brushy  Ridge;  J.  Jarvis, 
Red  Deer;  E.  A.  Best,  Carbon;  W.  Nelson;  H.  Bower,  Red  Deer;  A.  Swanson,  Swanhill: 
W.  Watten,  Airdrie;  W.  J.  Jones,  Viking;  J.  MacCracken,  Blue  Grass;  T.  O.  Nesting, 
Seven  Persons;  Ernest  Lake,  Clearwater;  R.  Reist,  Carbon;  H.  G.  Vickery,  Wavy 
Lake;  W.  B.  Smith,  Westcott;  J.  N.  Gibson,  Fertile  Plains;  J.  Manson,  Westcott; 
A.  Woyer,  Asker;  Amil  Krouse,  Mewassin;  J.  W.  Gilbert,  Rolling  Green;  R.  A.  Wallace, 
High  River;  Lorne  McComb,  Hogodone;  R.  S.  Shaw,  Carbon;  H.  C.  Wingate,  Cayley; 
W.  J.  Holding,  Carnforth;  Geo.  E.  Leith,  Wolf  Hill;  Donald  Cameron,  Lake  View; 
D.  F.  Boissevain,  Strathmore;  J.  B.  Allen,  W.  Lethbridge;  N.  N.  Hayes,  Gleichen; 
R.  B.  Hayes,  Gleichen;  H.  W.  Lee,  Gleichen;  G.  S.  Weyer,  Lakeside;  H.  McKenzie; 
J.  Stevenson,  Trout  Creek;  J.  A.  Lund,  Wheatland  Centre;  P.  S.  Clare;  W.  J.  Tregillus, 
Spruce  Cliff;  B.  Godfrey,  Chipman  Creek;  O.  Rosenberger;  K.  Kjorsik,  Olds;  C. 
Marlowe,  Swanhill;  Fred  Thoreson,  Viking;  L.  M.  Doughty,  Great  Bend;  E.  H.  F- 
Genge,  Acme;  P.  Lenary,  Claresholm;  L,  O.  Larsen;  W.  J.  Moran,  Hogodone;  Chris. 
Christensen,  Strangmuir;  W.  A.  Wood,  Carbon;  H.  Jeston,  Fertile  Plains;  E.  Carswell, 
Westcott;  O.  C.  Rawnsborg,  Asker;  W.  T.  Barber,  Irma;  J.  M.  Burke,  Alby;  Chris. 
White,  Red  Deer;  A.  Rawlins,  Alby;  M.  B.  Mabee,  Carbon;  Geo.  G.  Graves,  Cayley; 
J.  B.  Hursh,  Carnforth;  J.  R.  Quinlan,  Lake  View;  J.  M.  Hay,  Lake  View;  Geo.  Sargent, 
Wolf  Hill;  H.  Wilkinson,  W.  Lethbridge;  W.  D.  Trego,  Gleichen;  N.  W.  McMillan, 
Gleichen;  Wm.  Martin,  Kitscoty;  C.  E.  Baker;  W.  A.  Scott,  Table  Butte;  T.  E.  Smith, 
Broadview;  W.  Alexander,  Wheatland  Centre;  H.  McNaughton,  Harmony;  R.  E. 
McCarty,  Melville;  J.  Bellamy,  Westcott;  C.  Tyson,  Balfour;  B.  J.  Ostrum,  Stavely; 
L.  L.  Eraser,  Claresholm^;  R.  A.  Sheary,  Claresholm;  Theo.  Reist,  Didsbury;  W.  P. 
Smith,  Argyle;  O.  C.  Arnestead,  Balfour;  J.  H.  Morrison,  Bentley;  L.  Pye,  Penhold; 
J.  A.  Garrison,  River  Bend;  C.  A.  Bertrom,  Botha;  O,  E.  Jones,  Prairie  Dell;  Jacob 
Wei  da,  Thordensjold;  W.  H.  T.  Olive,  Rose  view;  N.  W.  Dann,  Nateby;  T.  E.  Law, 
Streamstown;  G.  J.  Lively,  Stretton;  J.  Flack,  Progressive;  J.  G.  Donaldson,  Kitscoty; 

G.  A.  Rogers,  Acme;  G.  Malchow,  Claresholm;  A.  E.  Wight,  Carstairs;  Geo.  Rand, 
Olds;  R.  Gilbert,  Holden;  J.  Strange,  Claresholm;  J.  Langham,  Holden;  M.  Muhly, 
Daily  Creek;  C.  W.  Petro,  Arnold;  C.  L.  McPherson,  Vulcan;  J.  B.  McDonnell,  Pearce; 
J.  Fletcher,  Tofield-Kingman;  H.  Mathie«on,  Red  Deer;  G.  Greening,  Penhold;  C. 

H.  Smiley,  Rainy  Hills;  F.  Sedgewick,  Willow  Hollow;  A.  T.  Schnieder,  Melville; 
A.  O.  Alexander,  Brownfield;  M.  Savage,  Streamstown;  W.  J.  Wilford,  Stavely;  A.  E. 
Shuttleworth,  Claresholm;  David  Ferguson,  Cornucopia;  T.  Deker,  Gilby;  F.  W\ 
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Smith,  Fairgrove;  P.  L.  Berge,  Rainy  Hills;  G.  Bennett,  Creighton;  F.  J.  Powell- 
Edwell;  J.  A.  Thompson,  Botha;  J.  A.  Anderson,  Prairie  Dell;  A.  Anderson,  Thordens- 
jold;  L.  B,  Hart,  Roseview;  J.  A.  Lennox,  Granum;  Geo.  Neil,  Nateby;  Wm.  Ash- 
worth,  Stretton;  W.  H.  Turner,  River  Bend;  J.  Comer,  Edwell;  J.  D.  Patterson,  Acme; 
R.  K.  Peck,  Claresholm;  Ole  Berg,  Claresholm;  D.  S.  Fulton,  Strathcona;  J.  A.  Mords- 
trom,  Holden;  M.  Smetzer,  W.  Salisbury;  J.  Smetsted,  Claresholm;  T.  Jackson,  Clover 
Bar;  W.  B.  Caran,  Arnold;  W.  Bowie,  Vulcan;  E.  Richards,  Tan-Y-Bryn;  H.  A. 
Murphy,  Harmony;  J.  Spiers,  Red  Deer;  J.  W.  France,  Autumn  Leaf;  E.  Pye,  Penhold; 
C.  E.  Hoback,  Airdrie;  W.  H.  Edge,  Brushy  Ridge;  R.  Patterson,  Pearce;  A.  J.  J. 
Wejers,  Strathmore;  D.  McBean,  Namaka;  A.  M.  McCoy,  Allersville;  B.  Brockhouse* 
AUersville;  W.  S.  Henry,  Fertile  Plains;  Geo.  Bevington,  Cowley;  G.  W.  Buchanan' 
Cowley;  F.  Sargent,  Edmonton;  F.  Verberg,  Section  Creek;  J.  J.  Collins,  Federal; 

C.  S.  Heries,  Edgerton;  J.  F.  Day,  Edwell;  W.  H.  Anderson,  Dewberry;  L.  F.|Forgerson» 
Claresholm;  F.  V.  Graham,  Edwell;  R.  P.  Ottewell,  Clover  Bar;  J.  B.  Marshall,  Sunny 
Glen;  W.  W.  Brown,  Strangmuir;  K.  Watson,  Provost;  J.  G.  McKay;  H.  Sorensen. 
Strathmore;  Wm.  Osier,  Queenstown;  Thos.  Buckerfield,  Strathmore;  R.  Jamieson, 
Burnt  Lake;  J.  Miner,  Melville;  J.  S.  Cooper,  Sunprairie;  I.  F.  Rowland,  Warner; 

D.  B.  Ulch,  Section  Creek;  H.  R.  Pease,  Strathmore;  Hans  Reve,  Champion;  J.  Kemis, 
Cowley;  A.  J.  Thompson,  Harmony;  Geo.  Coutts,  Creole  Butte;  H.  J.  Johnstone; 
Geo.  Sturmer,  Broadview;  T.  J.  Walton;  W.  L.  Shirley,  Sweet  Valley;  Geo.  Watt, 
Bottrell;  J.  J.  Strang,  Badger  Flat;  Alex.  Mclntyre,  Sunny  Glen;  H,  Bell,  Clover  Bar; 
J.  E.  Campbell,  Sunny  Glen;  Preston  Mills,  Queenstown;  Guy  Johnson;  G.  W.  Simpson, 
Provost;  J.  Johnson,  Rathwell;  Wm.  Bateman,  Dalroy;  H.  Mcintosh;  Neil  Stewart, 
Zetland. 
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Are  You  Interested 

In  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta 


WE  ARE  INTERESTED  IN  YOU  AND  WOULD  LIKE  TO 
HEAR  FROM  YOU. 

IS  THERE  A  UNION  IN  YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD? 
WOULD  YOU  LIKE  ANY  LITERATURE  REGARDING 
THE  ASSOCIATION? 

HELP  US  AND  CO-OPERATE  WITH  US,  AND  THE  RE- 
SULT WILL  BE  A  GREAT  IMPROVEMENT  OVER  PRES- 
ENT CONDITIONS. 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  THE  UNDER- 
SIGNED, WHO  WILL  ANSWER  ANY  ENQUIRY  AND 
GIVE  YOU  FULL  INFORMATION  REGARDING  THE 
ASSOCIATION. 

P.  P.  WOODBRIDGE, 

General  Secretary, 

CALGARY. 
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Printed  at  the  Office  of 

THE  GRAIN  GROWERS'  GUIDE 
WINNIPEG 
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United  Farmers  of  Alberta 


ANNUAL  REPORTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1913  AND  OFFICIAL  MINUTES  OF 
THE  SIXTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  HELD  AT  LETHBRIDGE 
JANUARY  21,  22,  23,  1914 

This  Booklet  is  the  Official  Report  of  the  past  year's  work  and  of  the 
Convention,  you  are  requested  to  read  same  carefully,  and  any  further 
informaiton  nou  may  require  upon  any  of  the  questions  mentioned  there- 
in CAN  BE  SECURED  FROM  THE  CENTRAL  OFFICE  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION,  AT  CaLGARY, 

Alberta. 


President's  Report 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

We  have  assembled  for  the  sixth 
Annual  Convent'on  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Aiber  a.  The  past  vear 
has  brf)ii<4-ht  us  the  satisfaclion  of 
work  v/e!l  d  no,  and  the  rcporls  which 
will  be  presented  to  you  will  show-  the 
activities  of  the  various  committees. 

We  have  increased  in  membersh"p, 
grown  m  our  know'eds:?  of  economics 
and  in  every  wa/  developed  as  an  or- 
gan'zation,  which  is  most  encouragi-\i? 
and  o-ives  us  new  visions  and  bright 
hcpes  of  work  for  the  futur?. 

Th  s  convention  will  s'and  out  in  tlic 
historv  of  our  o-gan-zation  b^'causc  it 
records  the  great'-st  step  forward  that 
organized  agricultu"e  has  ever  made  in 
the  prov"nce.  A  few  of  us  realize  the 
possibilities  wh'ch  will  gnw  out  of 
these  f'rst  pract'cl  results  in  o'-'r  en- 
deavor for  freedom  from  the  toll  col- 
lector. 

Nov/. Era  Drwns 

The  seventh  year  of  our  organiza- 
tion excels  the  previous  on^s  for  it  has 
given  us  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Co-Op- 
erative  Elevator  ■'Compa'''y,  Limited, 
which  makes  a  new  per'od  and  is  the 
heginn'ng  of  a  new  activity;  we  have 
also  obtained  the  Co-opera'ive  Asso- 
ciations act.  the  Direct  Legislat'on  act 
and  the  Machinery  act. 

This  year  rem'nds  us  of  one  of  the 
great  days  which  makes  the  eras  of 
the  creation  of  the  world;  we  r-ad  in 
the  great  wonder  book,  "the  evening 
and  the  morning,  were  the  first  day." 
So  this  per'od  'nd'cates  t^e  creation  of 
institutions  that  prefigure  the  great 
days   of   our   economic   freedom,  in 


which,  after  preliminary  effort  has 
p^issed  into  the  evening  of  dream  and 
the  n'ght  of  vision,  then  follows  the 
high  dawn  of  promise  and  the  glori  ■n*^ 
day  of  fulfilment.  As  during  the  days 
of  the  Creation  step  by  step  w.is 
taken,  so  in  thes?  great  e:onomic  days 
are  we  going  step  by  step.  Each 
day's  work  rrs's  u])on  the  past,  and 
gives  for  the  future. 

Prepare  for  Opposition 

In  cur  march  forward  we  must  ex- 
pect and  be  prepared  for  the  opposi- 
tion which  we  are  .sure  to  meet,  es 
pccially  from  those  wlio  have  l^een 
accustcmed  to  exact  toll  from  our 
produce.  No  tonic  is  equal  to  th' t  of 
opposition.  Tlie  Grain  Growers' 
Grain  company — which  is  now  the 
greatest  farmers'  orgaii'ization  in  the 
v^'orld — would  not  occupy  the  pos'lion 
it  holds  today  but  for  the  fighti  \Q:  it 
had  to  do,  and  th"  opposition  it  has 
had  to  contend  with  from  within  and 
.without. 

The  elevator  question  will  be  fully 
dealt  with  n  their  special  committee's 
report,  and  iMr.  Fream  will  give  an 
outl-ne  of  what  has  been  accomo^i ■h'-d 
by  the  elevator  company  up  to  date; 
but  T  shouM  like  to  test'fv  to  the  v  'lue 
of  th's  company  to  the  grain  growers 
of  this  provinc"  in  reducing  the 
spread  a^-d  marg'n,  also  in  guarantee- 
ing weight  ar.d  prices. 

Gradual  Extension 

As  more  elevators  are  built  and  op- 
eraited  we  shall  b-^  able  to  g've  assis- 
tance to  a  greater  number  and  cover  a 
larger  area. 
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The  constant  satisfaction  expressed 
by  farmers  at  being  able  to  market 
their  grain  with  the  feeling  of  con- 
fidence that  they  are  getting  the 
weight,  grade  and  price  to  which  they 
are  entitled  is  most  encouraging. 

The  direct  leg's'ation  act  w  11  re- 
quire some  modification  before  it  will 
fully  serve  the  purpose  for  which  it 
is  intended;  we  are,  however,  glad  to 
see  it  on  the  statute  books,  and  we 
must  nov/  endeavor  to  get  it  into 
workable  shape. 

Single  tax  is  working  satisfactorily 
and  gainmg  friends;  it  has  brought 
many  settlers  from  the  States  to  Al- 
berta, and  is  consequently  causing 
much  discussion. 

In  matters  of  tixa'.ion,  Alberta  has 
been  called — w"th  good  reason — the 
experimental  station  of  taxation  of 
the  Dominion;  we  are  prcud  of  this 
distinction  as  we  have  largely  contrib- 
uted to  the  adoption  of  advanced 
methods  of  taxation. 

Benefits  Net  Felt 

S'ing^e  tax  has  not  been  in  operation 
a  suffic-'ent  length  cf  time  f  r  its  bene- 
fits to  be  much  felt;  but  when  it  has, 
we  shall  find  that  money  tied  up  in 
high-priced  land  schemes  will  flow 
naturally  into  leg'timate  channels  of 
production  and  industry,  and  greater 
prosperity  will  abound  everywhere. 

The  Co-operatH'e  Associations  act 
is  a  good  one,  and  it  will  benefit  pro- 
ducers and  consumers  alike.  The  h-gh 
cost  of  living,  affecting,  both  classes, 
will  doubtless  direct  attention  more 
and  more  to  co-operation. 

Co-operation 

The  day  of  co-operative  effort  is  at 
hand,  we  are  bcg  nning  to  recognize 
that  co-operation  is  not  only  the  life 
of  trade,  but  the  very  life  of  national 
existence,  but  we  must  be  careful  to 
keep  it  unself'sh,  equitable,  co-opera- 
tive. We  must  comb"ne  for  mutual 
help,  service  and  protection;  ours  must 
not  be  the  monarchial  but  the  bene- 
ficent democratic  combine,  of  tne 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number. 

At  previous  conventions  we  have 
endorsed  women's  suffrage,  but  I 
trust  something  more  definite  will  be 
done  at  this  convent'on  to  supplement 
their  own  efforts  in  securing  this.  This 
matter  will  doubtless  be  taken  up  at 
their  own  convention — at  which  we 
wish  them  every  success — and  we  shall 


I  am  sure  give  them  any  assistance 
they  desire  of  us. 

1'he  past  year  has  been  one  of  gen- 
eral prosperity  for  the  Domin'on  as 
well  as  for  this  province,  and  notwith- 
standing the  money  stringency  — 
thanks  to  the  Giver  of  our  wonderful 
so'l  and  climate,  we  have  been  en- 
abled to  gather  a  bountiful  harvest, 
and  demonstrate  our  stability  and  se- 
curity. 

When  economic  conditions  are 
placed  on  a  s'urd  ard  just  foundation 
the  causes  of  money  stringency  will 
disappear. 

The  Millenium 

The  aim  of  the  Organized  Farmers 
of  Western  Canada  is  to  bring  about 
right  conditions,  ard  we  are  proud  to 
be  allied  to  such  a  just  cause.  The 
grest  danger  to  our  country  is  our 
econom'c  bondage,  but  when  we  get 
single  tax,  free  trade,  direct  legis'ation, 
public  ownership  cf  public  utilities, 
with  coual  suffrage  and  universal 
peace,  we  shall  be  on  a  foundation 
which  nothing  can  shake.  These  con- 
aitions  will  come — if  we  are  faithfui — 
then  will  begin  a  new  age  of  new 
contracts,  new  sympa  hies,  and  new 
achievements  of  co-operation  and 
peace.  "Righteousness  alone  exalteth 
a  nation,"  and  "Peace  on  earth,  good- 
will towards  men"  furnish  the  only 
foundation  upon  which  can  be  built 
the  lasting  achievements  of  the  hu- 
man spirit;  therefore  let  us  "go  for- 
ward and  fear  not'  and  deal  with  out 
national  life  in  a  spirit  of  candor 
righteousness  and  gocd-will. 

The  causes  which  are  responsible 
for  our  present  unsatisfactory  econ- 
omic conditiors  have  been  so  fre- 
quently pointed  out  and  are  so  well- 
known  to  us  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
report  them  in  detail. 

These  causes  were  put  very  succint- 
ly  on  the  cover  p'^ge  of  the  "Gu'de*" 
recently,  and  in  brief  are  as  follows: 
A  handful  of  Canadian  citizens  have, 
through  the  aid  of  special  privileges, 
been  enabled  to  take  for  the'r  own 
use  a  large  port-'on  of  the  wealth  crea- 
ted by  others;  th^y  have  monopolized 
prosperity,  ard  the  corseciuence  is  a 
vast  majority  of  our  c'tizens  are  not 
receiving  the  full  return  for  their  labor 
and  an  evcr-increas'ng  number  of  our 
citizens  are  in  absolute  want.  The  only 
remedy  is  the  creat'on  of  economic 
conditi'^ns  that  will  give  to  each  and 
every  citizen  the  full,  complete  rerurn 
for  his  labors. 
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Can  It  Be  Done? 

How  is  this  to  be  done?  How  ean 
we  prevent  such  an  obvious  anomaly, 
as  having  in  our  midst  and  on  our 
farms  men,  women  and  children  with- 
out the  bare  necessities  of  life,  when 
we  have  just  gathered  our  greatest 
harvest?  Is  it  within  our  power  to 
remedy  such  lamentable  conditions 
and  bring  about  those  which  are  just 
and  equitable,  so  that  a  full  share  of 
prosperity  may  be  found  in  each  and 
everv  home  in  the  Dominion?  Yes, 
it  is  possible  for  the  people  to  dj  this, 
and  it  will  be  done  just  as  soon  as  we 
realize  how  utterly  impotent  and  help- 
less we  are  individually,  and  realise 
also  the  fact  that  only  by  joining 
hands  and  working  together  can  con- 
ditions be  rectified. 

Possibly  there  is  no  greater  super- 
stition than  this,  that  individual  effort 
can  change  our  economic  or  social 
systems.  If  we  are  to  change  our 
conditions,  our  markets  and  our  laws, 
it  must  be  done  collectively;  we  must 
work  in  co-operation,  and  this  is  the 
lesson  that  we  as  United  Farmers  are 
learning,  proving  and  trying  to  teach. 

With  thorough  organization  and  co- 
operation the  day  is  no  far  off  when 
privilege,  trusts,  monopolies  and  every 
other  method  of  levying  tribute  on 
producers  will  be  out  of  existence 
throughout  the  whole  Dominion. 

What  Is  the  Remedy? 

The  question  now  arises,  what  is  to 
be  dene  to  bring  about  these  desired 
conditions:  There  is  no  other  way 
than  to  have  just  and  equitable  laws 
and  to  have  them  adhered  to;  but  be- 
fore you  can  get  these  we  must  have 
in  our  federal  parliament  men  who 
will  unmake  all  unjust  laws  and  make 
just  ones;  make  laws  that  will  square 
with  the  golden  rule,  laws  that  will 
abolish  priv'lege  and  monopoly,  and 
laws  that  will  remove  a'l  artificial  im- 
pediments from  our  paths,  and  g've  to 
everyone — man,  woman  or  child  —  a 
fair  start  and  an  equal  chance  in  the 
race  of  life. 

The  Dom'nion  parliament  consists 
of  221  memb^rrs.  Of  these  75  are  law- 
yers— over  one-third  of  the  •  whole; 
there  are  32  farmers,  27  merchants, 
18  doctors,  13  manufacturers,  8  agents, 
7  notaries,  5  broke:rs,  2  capitalists,  1 
student,  1  drugg'st,  1  surveyor,  and  1 
representing  labor.  iMany  of  the  law- 
yers are  corporation  lawvers,  repre- 
senting large  interests.    iMany  of  the 


farmers  are  more  interested  in  other 
directions  than  in  agriculture.  The 
manufacturers  are  given  as  13,  but  14 
others  appear  under  other  captions, 
making  27  instead  of  13,  representing  a 
very  wide  variety  of  industries.  They 
also  represent  much  interlocking  of 
directorates,  and  other  forms  of  con- 
trol of  industrial  power. 

System  Permitted 

Considering  the  representatives  in 
the  federal  house  of  parliament,  can 
we  expect  government  ownership  of 
railways,  and  other  public  utilities, 
free  trade,  direct  legislation,  direct 
taxation  and  equal  suffrage,  or  any 
other  measure  of  reform;  or  need  we 
be  surprised  that  we  have  want  in  the 
midst  of  plenty,  poverty  side  by  side 
with  bountiful  harvests,  and  extremes 
of  very  rich  and  very  poor  people. 

Conditions  as  we  have  them  today 
are  the  result  of  legislation  which  is 
the  achievement  of  privilege;  this  has 
been  permitted  through  our  attitudes 
of  indifference,  and  we  have  thereby 
enabled  those  who  exploit  us  to  be  our 
law  makers. 

No  man  can  plunder  the  public_  ex- 
cept it  be  by  special  privilege  obtained 
by  legal  delusion  and  jugglery;  yet  all 
the  advantages  of  invention,  discov- 
ery and  the  abundant  gifts  of  nature 
have  accrued  only  to  benefit  the  few 
monopolists,  while  the  masses  de- 
prived of  all  the  material  advantages 
of  civilization  are  as  helpless  and 
hopeless  as  if  they  lived  in  a  declining 
world.  Until  we  can  prevent  mono- 
polies, mergers,  combines  and  trusts, 
which  are  the  roots  of  all  economic 
evils,  from  plundering  the  people,  and 
the  Dominion  government  from  don- 
ating millions  of  dollars  of  the  peo- 
ple's money  to  titled  paupers,  and  mil- 
lions more  for  armaments  and  war- 
ships, it  will  be  imoossible  to  prevent 
unnatural  inequalities,  grinding,  fruit- 
less toil,  corrupting  idleness,  hered- 
itary poverty  and  hereditary  wealth. 

Value  of  the  Vote 

It  will  be  well  for  us  now  to  con- 
sider how  governments  are  elected. 
Most  men  in  the  exerc^'sc  of  their  citi- 
zenship are  actuat*^d  by  and  vote  ac- 
cording to  their  pol-fc-vl  alleg^ancjes, 
giving  little  cons'deration  to  the  im- 
mense value  of  the  v^te,  and  forget- 
ting at  v/hat  tremendous  cost  the  vote 
was  obtained  for  us  by  our  forefathers, 
and  that  it  has  been  handed  down  to 
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us  through  great  suffering  and  even 
bloodshed.  Yet  how  often  do  men 
part  with  this,  their  most  valuable 
possession,  for  a  worthless  promise 
or  valueless  consideration,  giving  little 
or  no  heed  to  the  importance  of  the 
office  to  which  they  are  electing  their 
candidate  or  his  ability  to  fill  that  of- 
fice. 

_  And  what  do  we  understand  by  poli- 
tics? It  is  simply  the  science  of  gov- 
ernment, the  making  and  unmaking  of 
laws,  laws  under  which  we  must  live 
and  render  obedience;  and  yet  some 
people  regard  pol  tics  as  merely  a 
game  which  is  unworthy  the  thoughts 
of  serirus  men.  Seldom  do  men  seek 
to  know  what  is  their  bounden  duty  as 
citizens  in  this  all-important  sphere. 

The  reason  for  this  is  largely  due  to 
the"  fact  that  rel"g:ous  teachers  have 
discouraged  the  a^soc  at'on  of  rel'^'on 
w'th  Dolit'cs,  as  though  one  could  be 
dissociated  from  the  other,  and  the 
results  have  been  most  disastrous. 

Code  of  Ethics 

Wh?t  's  the  office  of  relig'on?  It  is 
to  prov'de  an  absoUne  rule  of  r'eht  -in 
all  relationships  of  I'fe,  not  only  in  the 
home  and  in  the  church  but  in  the 
factory,  the  co'inc'l  chamber,  and 
ab  ve  all  in  the  leg"s'ature.  We  have 
failed  to  recognize  this,  and  as  a  con- 
senuence  of  our  nrgloct  we  have  laws 
that  g've  perqu"s-tes  to  certa'n  classes 
that  rightly  belong  to  the  people,  hws 
that  create  priv'les^es  for  the  few.  hut- 
deny  common  justice  to  tbe  many,  and 
only  when  thi^  is  adiusted  can  \^  e 
hcpe  to  have  the  conditions  which  will 
give  true  prosperity 

Th's  is  no  fab'e  T  hav^  b°en  telTng 
you,  it  is  a  statement  of  actual  facts. 
Do  you  believe  it?  Havp  you  not  all 
fourd  these  condit^'ons  exi=;tinGfi'  Then 
I  ask  you  in  all  seriorsiess  a^d  earn- 
estness this  v'tal  question,  "What  are 
we  QTo'ng  to  do?"  Are  we  as  an  or- 
gan'zali-m  prepared  to  do  what  is  so 
obv'ously  necessary,  or  shaM  we  re- 
main  content  w^'th  representatives  who 
yield  to  the  demands  of  the  small 
but  influent'al  cla^s  wh'ch  seeks  privi- 
leqre  and  protect'on  and  ignores  the 
just  demands  cf  the  people. 

Uproot  the  "System 

Are  we  acting  f-^i^iy  towards  our- 
selves and  to  Pur  f-Ilow  pro<^i-'cers  if 
we  rirgVct  to  u^-^root  th's  bbVh<-"ng 
system  of  government  and  replace 
it  w'th  a  governme"t  of  th'^  people, 
for  tlie  people,  by  the  people. 


Dr.  Bland,  of  Winnipeg,  one  of  the 
soundest  thinkers  in  Canada  on  social 
and  econom'c  problems,  said  when 
speaking  at  the  Saskatoon  convention 
last  year,  "We  want  an  ideal  Canada 
for  the  common  people."  He  said 
further,  "The  cause  of  the  people  calls 
for  a  new  party,  born  by  the  people, 
consecrated  to  the  cause  of  the  peo- 
ple. Such  a  party  may  seem  feeble 
at  first,  it  will  experience  defeat,  it 
will  not  have  the  unscupulous  ma- 
chines, the  swoolen  campaign  funds 
that  have  seemed  such  irresist'ble 
forces  in  Canadian  p-;litics,  but  it  will 
have  what  is  far  stronger,  what  nei- 
ther of  the  other  parties  command,  it 
will  have  the  imm?asurab"e  and  resist- 
less; force  cf  moral  pass'on." 

The  time  has  arrived  when  th's 
question  must  be  faced,  and  we  shalJ 
be  want'ng  in  courage  and  duty  if  we 
allow  this  convention  to  close  with- 
out taking  a  dec'drd  stand  for  right- 
eousness and  justice  in  government. 
Education  Nssied 

We  want  to  understand  that  estaD- 
lishing  a  government  pledged  to  jus- 
tice and  equity  a  government  that  will 
right  all  wrongs,  that  shall  have  for 
its  motto,  "Canada  for  the  people," 
is  a  trem-  ndous  but  not  an  impossib^.e 
task.  Shall  n-t  we  as  un  ted  firmcrs 
of  Alberta  make  the  first  move,  and 
other  provinces  through  the  council  of 
agriculture  will  surely  follow.  It  will 
take  time,  we  have  to  educate  the 
people  as  we  go,  remembering  we  can- 
not travel  faster  than  the  people  are 
prepared  to  move. 

There  is,  therefore,  the  greatest  nec- 
essity for  immed'ate  and  definite  ac- 
tion. 

Another  question  of  national  impor- 
tance is  that  of  armaments.  This 
question  is  exercising  the  mind?  of 
the  people  ,not  only  of  this  but  of 
every  country  of  the  civilized  world. 
Fortunately  we  have  up  to  the  present 
escaped  the  heavy  burden  which  it 
was  intended  to  impose  upon  us  by 
the  late  government  as  well  as  the 
present,  and  we  must  stand  firmly 
against  being  drawn  into  the  mael- 
strom of  rui-'ons  expenditure  for  the 
barbarous  custom  of  human  slaughter 
to  settle  national  differences. 

Do  not  let  us  be  led  astray  on  th^'s 
dreadnought  question,  but  let  us  each 
^ake  it  as  a  personal  responsib'Ttv  to 
prf^veiit  th's  spendi"sr  of  our  money. 

Dr.  Darby,  seer  tarv  of  the  p^'ace 
society,  made  some  startlinor  revela- 
tions of  the  "big  business"  of  building 
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battleships,  and  naval  ordnance,  an  1 
the  part  it  played  .n  fumentJij^i  inter- 
national discoid.  Great  Britain  had 
nearly  ^00  millions  of  pounds  invest- 
ed in  the  business  of  warship  buildini^. 

Dr.  Darby  also  stated  that  three  of 
these  great  companies  were  estabKsh- 
ing  p.ants  in  Canada,  and  the  three 
Dreadnoughts  which  Mr.  Borden 
promised  looked  like  one  a-piece  for 
them,  and  declared  that  there  was 
really  no  difference  between  the  two 
naval  policies  , which  suggested  a 
frame-up  between  the  two  pol'ticians 
to  commit  the  people  to  foolish  naval 
expenditure,  no  matter  which  party 
held  power. 

In  cons  dering  this  question  let  me 
recommend  you  to  read  "The  Human 
Harvest, '  D.  S.  Jordan,  a  studv  of  the 
decay  of  human  races  through  the 
survival  of  the  unfit;  a'so  "The  Hu- 
man Slaughter  House,"  by  William 
Lamszus,  and  you  wi  I  be  able  to  es- 
timate the  cost  of  war  in  human  life. 
The  sufTer'ng  cf  the  Bulgarians  which 
has  been  reported  in  the  pre-s  is  still 
fresh  in  our  memories,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  widows  and  orphans 
homeless  and  starv'ng  are  now  endur- 
ing the  hardships  of  a  Bulgarian  win- 
ter,'with  all  that  this  means. 

Pass  Resolutions 

I  trust  we  shaM  pass  strong  reso- 
lutions declar'nor  that,  being  free  from 
international  d  fficulties  we  should  de- 
vote our  energies  exclusively  to  the 
arts  of  peace  and  the  attainment  of 
social  and  economic  justice,  and  in 
so  doing  can  without  embarrassment 
set  such  an  example  as  will  enable 
Canada  to  take  the  lead  among  the 
nations  as  an  advocate  of  internation- 
al peace  and  arbitration. 

The  government  has  been  recom- 
mended to  divert  some  of  the  funds 
proposed  for  naval  armaments  under 
either  government  to  prosecute  an  in- 
ternat'onal  propaganda  for  peace  and 
arbitration. 

The  settlement  of  th's  question  will 
affect  most  vitally  the  present  and  fu- 
ture generat'cns;  let  us  resist  all  in- 
ducements however  subtle,  all  taunts 
of  ingratitude,  all  prognostications  of 
disaster  to  rush  into  the  spending  of 
untold  millions;  this  first  amount  will 
be  but  a  small  beginning,  and  would 
mean  by  adding  to  our  already  too 
heavy  burden  the  pr'vilege  and  pro- 
tection— which  we  now  carry — a  load 
that  would  crush  us  b'^yond  recovery. 
Le  us   "seek  peace   and  pursue  it.'' 


\'\'e  are  at  the  parting  of  the  ways  and 
everything  wi.l  <Lpcnd  on  the  choice 
we  make  and  ti.e  precedent  we  es- 
tablish. 

Refer  It  to  People 

Shall  we  be  a  great  and  glorious, 
peaceful  and  prosp.rous  country,  or 
shaxl  we  be  simp  y  the  appendange 
and  humble  suborcinate  of  a  great 
mihtaiy  p(m'er,  which  has  carried  it- 
self—on the  evidence  cf  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer — "to  the'  verge 
of  disaster"  by  its  excessive  zeal  In 
military  preparations  which  can  only 
endanger  the  ptace  of  the  world  and 
prepare  herself  for  the  catastrophe 
that  IS  feared? 

This  is  the  time  to  take  hold  of  this 
question  and  settle  it.  We  must  not 
al  ow  ourselves  to  be  drawn  into  this 
whirlpool  of  the  mad  "dreadnought 
race,"  f^r  once  started  we  never  know 
where  we  shall  end.  If  three  dread- 
noughts were  built  now,  they  whl  be- 
come obsolete  and  must  be  replaced 
in  a  tew  years.  It  wouid  be  an  im- 
possibility to  ke-p  this  up  with  our 
less  than  e  ght  millions  of  people.  At 
any  rate,  let  this  and  other  similar 
questions  be  referred  to  the  people; 
they  pay  and  should  have  a  voice.  Let 
the  following  fgures  sink  into  your 
minds  and  realize  how  we  are  even 
now  racing  into  mad  expenditure: 

In  1900  Canada  spent  on  her  mil'tia, 
$1,000,000;  in  1911,  $4,000,000;  in  1912. 
$12,000,000;  in  1913,  $20  000,OCO.  and  if 
the  $35.0CO,OCO  had  been  voted  which 
the  government  were  willing  to  de- 
vote, 1913  weuM  have  been  $55,003,000 
or  some  $8  from  every  man,  woman 
and  child  in  the  Dominion,  and  unless 
the  people  cry  "halt!"  what  will  be 
next  year's  amount? 

Peace  has  its  victor'es  no  less  re- 
nowned than  war.  While  the  arma- 
ment trusts  are  fomenting  wars, 
peace  agents  are  working  in  the  di- 
rection of  world  peace. 

Peace  Is  Desirable 

World  industry  and  commerce, 
which  embraces  every  nook  and  cor- 
ner of  the  globe,  makes  peace  not 
only  desirable  but  necessary.  With 
international  bank,  commerce  and 
manufacturer's  investments,  it  is  not 
easy  for  a  government  to  wage  war 
upon  its  neighbors,  because  it"  might 
destroy  the  property  of  its  own  sub- 
jects. 
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Bankers  have  come  to  dread  war  as 
one  of  the  greatest  enemies  of  nation- 
al prosperity,  for  they  say  that  war 
and  the  preparation  for  war  absorb 
for  purely  destructive  purposes  a  con- 
stantly enlarging  portion  of  the  cap- 
ital so  sorely  needed  for  beneficent 
employment. 

The  working  of  the  International 
Federation  of  Students  is  pregnant 
with  tremendous  possibilities  for 
peace.  The  spirit  of  internationalism 
is  furthered  also  by  the  Christian 
Students'  Federation,  which  is  an  ag- 
gregate of  2,305  associations,  200,000 
members. 

Melting  Pots 

The  universities  of  the  world,  be- 
cause of  the  international  composition 
of  their  student  bodies,  have  become 
so  many  melting  pots  of  nations. 

The  International  Institute  of  Agri- 
culture held  its  first  assembly  in  Rome 
in  1908  and  at  its  clcse  Signor  Tittoni, 
the  foreign  minister  of  Italy,  said; 
"The  assembly  may  really  be  called 
'the  first  session  of  the  world's  par- 
liament. "  Another  noted  reuresen- 
tative  said  it  might  be  called  "The 
parliament  of  peace." 

The  Hague  peace  conference  —  the 
greatest  peace  agency  in  the  world — 
held  in  the  same  year,  expressed  its 
satisfaction  at  the  establishment  of 
the  International  Institute  of  Agri- 
culture, recognizing  in  its  work  the 
valuable  co-operation  and  help  toward 
the  end  they  had  in  view. 

So  we  find  much  to  encourage  us  in 
our  fight  for  world's  peace.  While 
these  great  national  questions  should 
claim  our  attention,  enabling  us  to  act 
with  intelligence  and  decision,  we 
have,  in  the  meantime,  to  deal  with 
the  fundamental  problems  that  con- 
front the  agricultural  people  of  Al- 
berta today. 

Agricultural  Knowledge 

Knowledge  regarding  the  best 
methods  that  are  in  existence  of  grow- 
ing crops  and  feeding  animals  should 
be  obta'ned  and  widely  disseminated, 
so  that  our  farmers  should  be  enconr- 
aged  to  produce  the,  maximum.  The 
departments  of  agriculture  are  doing 
good  work.  We  can.  as  an  organiza- 
tion, give  valuable  help  to  their  work 
to  our  own  advantage.  It  is  a  well 
known  and  accented  fact  that  if  the 
information  now  known  and  thorough- 
ly understood  by  men  in  our  agricul- 
tural   colleges,    experiment  stations. 
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departments  of  agriculture,  and  the 
best  and  most  successful  farmers, 
could  become  the  common  practice 
of  every  farmer,  it  would  absolutely 
revolutionize  the  farmer  and  the  pro- 
duction of  crops  in  this  province. 

The  great  trouble  that  faces  us  on 
this  problem  is  to  get  this  knowledge 
translated  into  practice.  Let  us  give 
our  hearty  support  to  all  efforts  put 
forth  in  bringing  agricultural  knowl 
elge  to  the  tiller  of  the  soil. 

We  have  the  question  of  obtaining 
what  the  farmers  of  this  province 
have  not  had  heretofore — the  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  money  at  low  rates 
of  interest  for  tv/o  purposes — for  the 
marketing  of  crops  and  settling  up  of 
his  business  annually — and  also  to 
make  permanent  improvements  on 
his  farm  which  would  enable  him  to 
work  under  the  best  possible  con- 
ditions with  the  minimum  of  costs. 

Other  Problems 

Then  the  economic  problems  of  get- 
ting a  square  deal  on  the  market,  and 
retaining  a  fair  share  of  the  returns, 
are  not  yet  settled,  although,  as  has 
been  pointed  out,  we  are  making  en- 
couraging progress  in  this  direction, 
and  if  we  can  continue  to  develop  nj 
co-operation,  standardization  of  prod- 
ucts, and  acquire  more  businesslike 
system  for  buying  and  selling,  we 
shall  improve  these  conditions. 

The  United  States  crop  of  1912  was 
sold  for  approximately  13  billions  of 
dollars:  the  producers  received  about 
six  billions.  The  producers  got  46.1 
per  cent;  middlemen,  38.1  per  cent: 
waste  amounted  to  12  per  cent,  and 
transportation  amounted  to  3.8  per 
cent.  Probably  our  own  figures  would 
be  similar. 

Considering — and  the  fact  is  be- 
cuming  more  and  more  appreciated — 
that  land  and  the  products  of  the  land 
are  the  most  certain  things  there  are 
in  the  world,  that  agriculture  is  the 
foundation  of  civilization  upon  which 
the  superstructure  has  been  erected: 
considering,  also,  that  the  whole  su- 
perstructure would  collapse  if  the 
farmers  of  the  world  suspended  oper- 
ations for  a  few  weeks,  I  ask,  is  this 
a  fair  return?  Are  our  fnrmers  who 
fill  the  world's  barns  and  meat  safes, 
and  provide  material  for  clothing,  be- 
ing treated  fairly?  Is  this  the  way  the 
farmers,  who  are  financing  the  coun- 
try, should'  be  treated? 
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Much  to  Ponder  Over 

We  have  much  in  these  figures  to 
ponder  over  and  learn  from.  Farm- 
ing has  been  described  as  one-eighth 
science,  three-eighth's  art — or  know- 
ing how  to  do  things — and  one-half 
pure  business;  but  these  qualifications 
alone  will  not  avail  if  our  prcsv,..c 
economic  conditions  continue. 

These  and  many  other  important 
questions  wi'.I  come  before  us  for 
cur  consideration,  and  I  am  sure  we 
shall  deal  with  them  in  a  broad  spirit 
and  with  a  liberal  mind. 

T  trust  that  this  organization  of  the 
Un'ted  Farmers  of  Alberta  will  ever 
stand  for  "Liberty,  Equalily  and  Frat- 
ernity." 


Liberty:  The  full,  free  liberty  of  ev- 
ery child  born  into  the  world,  and 
bounded  only  by  the  equal  freedom  of 
every  other. 

Equality:  That  equality  which 
makes  man  equal  before  the  law,  and 
which  gives  to  all  equal  opportunities 
to  I  fe,  to  labor,  and  to  the  pursuit  of 
happiness. 

Fraternity:  That  fraternity  of  men 
which  would  live  and  let  live,  that 
would  seek  the  highest  good  of  all, 
and,  in  seeking  the  highest  good  of  all, 
find  the  highest  good  of  each.  Is  it 
not  time  these  words  rang  out  as  a 
clarion  call  to  the  youth  and  manhood 
of  Christian  Canada?  Let  them  then 
be  for  a  sign  and  countersign,  let 
those  who  hear  the  call  also  see  the 
need,  and,  seeing,  serve. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD 
OF  DIRECTORS 


G'.-nilemen — 

Your  Board  of  Directors  and  your 
E.^rcutive  Coniniitloe  appointed  by 
the  H'-ard  of  D. rectors,  beg  to  report 
aj  follows: 

7  nc  year  which  has  just  closed  has 
b'.M  i:  rne  of  >.(  ?t  impi^rtancc  to  the 
U.  f  A.,  and  ;o  the  farmers  ..f  this 
rr(.virce.  It  i:as  !k  v.i  ••  mi  •.  h.ich 
the  Association  has  made  great  ad- 
vances, both  in  pomt  of  membership 
and  the  number  of  local  unions,  and 
probably  at  no  previous  time  in  the 
existence  of  the  Association  have  so 
many  vital  matters  claimed  the_  atten- 
tion and  required  prompt  action  on 
the  part  of  your  Board.  The  work  of 
the  organized  farmers  of  Western 
Canada  is  daily  making  itself  more 
and  more  felt  in  many  quarters,  and 
not  only  in  Provincial  and  Dominion 
circles  have  we  been  heard  of 
during  the  past  year,  but  it  may  safely 
be  said  that  manv  of  the  difficulties, 
more  especially  from  the  marketing 
point  of  view,  which  the  farmer  has 
met  with  for  years  past  and  in  the 
solution  of  which  he  has  hitherto 
sought,  unsuccessfully,  the  co-opera- 
tion of  his  fellow  men  in  town  and 
city,  are  now  beginninor  to  make  them- 
selves felt  in  no  uncertain  manner  by 
the  consumer,  with  the  result  that  the 


Association  must  ever  be  on  the  watch 
initiating,  encouraging,  or  even  dis- 
couraging if  necessary,  leg'slation  in 
our  larger  cit'es  and  towns,  which 
may  affect  the  interests  of  the 
farmers. 

Following  out  the  instructions  given 
at  the  last  annual  convention,  your 
Directors  appointed  committees  to 
deal  with  certain  matters  in  which 
the  Association  was  interested,  and 
these  committees  will  make  separate 
reports  on  their  work. 
Bank  Act 

Ft  will  be  remembered  that  at  the 
time  of  our  last  convention,  certain 
amendments  to  the  Bank  Act  were  be-  ' 
ing  proposed  by  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment, which  it  was  claimed  would 
afford  great  relief  to  the  farmer  by 
facil'tating  loans  on  grain  stored  on 
the  farm,  also  on  live  stock  on  the 
farm.  Your  Directors  had  already 
criticized  these  amendments  and  made 
certain  suggestions  necessary  to  make 
them  of  real  value,  and  it  was  ex- 
pected at  the  time  that  the  three 
Western  Provinces  would  be  asked  to 
each  send  a  delegation  or  representa- 
tive to  testify  before  the  Banking 
Committee.  Eventually,  however,  Mr. 
E.  J.  Fream,  who  had  taken  up  the 
matter  on  behalf  of  your  1912  Board, 
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was  summoned  to  Ottawa  by  direct 
request.  In  spite  of  all  efforts  on 
behalf  of  the  farmers,  however,  the 
work  of  the  committee  was  most  un- 
satisfactory. The  clause  permitting 
loans  on  live  stock  was  struck  out 
altogether  and  the  clause  permitting 
loans  on  grain  stored  on  the  farm  was 
left  in  such  shape  that  so  far  as  vve 
can  learn,  the  prediction  your  Direc- 
tors had  made  when  the  clause  was 
first  made  public  has  been  amply  jus- 
tified, and  its  inclusion  in  the  Act 
has  not  resulted  in  any  relief  to  the 
farmer  whatsoever. 

Co-Operative  Legislation 

Your  Directors,  through  the  Cana- 
dian Council  of  Agriculture,  have  done 
everything  possible  to  forward  the 
matter  of  the  establishment  of  Co- 
operative Associations  under  a  Do- 
minion Charter,  and  we  are  reliably 
informed  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  bring  in  a  comprehen- 
sive Bill  at  this  coming  session  and 
that  the  Act  is  now  being  drafted  by 
the  Solicitor  General. 

Cheaper  Money 

During  the  year,  your  Directors  have 
been  in  correspondence  with  Mr.  Al- 
phonse  Desjardins,  founder  of  the  Co- 
operative Credit  Societies  in  Quebec, 
and  it  was  at  one  time  hoped  that  ar- 
rangements could  be  made  to  secure 
the  services  of  Mr.  Desjardins  for  a 
series  of  meetings  in  Western  Canada 
this  fall,  but  unfortunately  the  idea 
had  to  be  abandoned  owing  to 
lack  of  funds.  We  have  since  learned 
that  the  same  gentleman  has  estab- 
lished eleven  of  these  societies  in  On- 
tario. Your  Directors  also  anticipate 
that  very  valuable  information  will  be 
available  from  the  Report  of  the  S?s- 
katchewan  Commission  and  the  Com- 
mission from  the  United  States  which 
recently  visited  FAirope  to  investigate 
this  very  important  question.  Your 
Directors  believe  that  a  solution  of 
this  much-discussed  problem  suitable 
to  Western  conditions  will  be  ar- 
rived at  in  the  near  future. 

Sample  Markets 

Your  Directors,  in  accordance  with 
resolutions  passed  at  the  last  con- 
vention, used  every  available  means  to 
oppose  the  establishment  of  Sample 
Markets,  but  early  in  the  year  it  was 


officially  announced  that  such  would 
come  into  force  on  Sept.  15th,  1913. 
i  our  Directors  were  asKed  to  appoint 
a  committee  of  three  to  assist  in 
drafting  rules  and  regulations  to  gov- 
ern such  markets,  which  committee 
was  appointed.  Our  continued  op 
position,  however,  resulted  in  the 
postponement  of  the  date  set.  Later 
It  was  stated  the  clause  would  come 
into  force  on  Dec.  15th,  1913,  which 
resulted  in  a  vigorous  renewal  of 
protests  from  all  sections  of  West- 
ern Canada.  The  establishment  oi 
Sample  Markets  has  now  again  been 
postponed  indefinitely. 

Fireguards 

The  question  of  adequate  fireguard.^ 
along  the  railways  and  the  proper  up 
keep  ot  same  has  received  further  at- 
tention from  your  Board  this  year, 
acting  in  conjunction  with  the  Chief 
I'ire  Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Rail 
way  Commissioners  and  others,  and 
we  believe  that  a  satisfactory  solutior 
of  this  matter  has  now  been  arrived 
at 

Shipment  of  Live  Stock 

Your  Directors  are  also  pleased  to 
be  able  to  report  that  after  several 
years,  this  matter  also  seems  to  havf 
been  satisfactorily  and  amicably 
settled. 

Parcels  Post 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  agi- 
tation of  the  Western  farmers  in  this 
matter  is  at  last  about  to  bear  fruit, 
lit  being  intimated  that  a  system  of 
parcels  post  will  be  established  early 
this  year.  Although  Canada  is  the  last 
of  the  civilized  nations  of  the  world 
to  take  this  step,  thirty-seven  others 
having  already  adopted  the  system, 
your  Directors  hope  that  continued 
agitation  may  yet  give  to  the  people 
<  f  this  Dominion  a  most  effective  and 
useful  system. 

Freight  Rstes 

Your  Directors  take  particular  plea 
sure  in  drawing  yotir  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  long  drawn  out  inquiry 
into  Western  Freight  Rates  has  at 
last  been  ended,  and  that  the  decision 
of  the  Board  of  Railway  Commission- 
ers is  looked  for  at  the  next  session 
rf  Parliament.  The  U.  F.  A.  acting' 
noth  the  Vancouver  Board  of  Trade 
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were  the  first  to  draw  attention  to  the 
discrimination  which  existed,  and  a 
very  thorough  and  carefully  prepared 
statement  of  facts  and  figures  was 
filed  by  the  Secretary  on  behalf  of 
your  Board  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  1910.  The  matter  was  after- 
wards taken  up  by  the  Governments 
of  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan,  and 
other  bodies,  and  has  dragged  out  its 
weary  length  for  a  period  of  nearly 
four  years.  Your  Directors  hope  that 
the  results  may  justify  the  time  taken 
and  lead  to  material  ar>l  permancn: 
advantage  to  the  whole  of  Western 
Canada. 

Railway  Act 

Your  Directors  through  the  Cana- 
dian Council  of  Agriculture,  have  Tiot 
ceased  to  press  for  the  very  necessary 
amendments  required  to  this  Act. 
more  particularly  in  regard  to  stock 
killed  upon  the  line  and  cattle  guards. 
Reasonable  an.,  just  as  the  demands 
of  the  farmers  undoubtedly  are  m 
this  matter,  the  promised  amendments 
are  however  always  postponed  from 
session  to  session.  Your  Directors 
are  not  in  a  position  to  say  at  the 
present  time  whether  anything  of  a 
satisfactory  nature  will  be  forthcom- 
ing this  year  or  not. 

Columbia  River  Route 

Your  Directors  are  given  to  under- 
stand that  the  Dominion  Government, 
whose  attention  was  first  drawn  to 
the  future  possibilities  of  this  route 
for  Western  shipment  of  grain,  etc., 
by  this  Association,  have  given  the 
matter  careful  consideration,  and  that 
expert  engineers  have  been  investigat- 
ing and  making  surveys  of  the  nver 
this  year.  Their  report  has  not  yet 
reached  your  Directors,  but  from  items 
which  have  appeared  in  the  daily 
Press,  it  is  claimed  to  be  optimistic. 

Provincial  Matters 

While  the  preceding  matters  were 
receiving  the  attention  of  your  Di- 
rectors at  Ottawa  and  elsewhere,  there 
was  much  to  be  attended  to  within  the 
Province.  Of  the  various  Acts  passed 
by  the  Provincial  Government  at  the 
reauest  of  your  Association,  the  Ele- 
vator Act  is  dealt  with  in  a  special 
report,  as  is  also  the  matter  of  the 
Pork  Packing  Plant. 


Direct  Legislation 

Your  Directors  wish  to  report  that 
the  Act  passed  by  the  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment on  this  question,  has  received 
their  very  careful  attention  and  the 
conclusion  arrived  at  is,  that  in  its 
present  form,  the  Act  is  of  very  little 
use.  Your  Directors  are  at  present 
engaged  in  drafting  out  a  model  Di- 
rect Legislation  Act,  suitable  to  Al- 
berta conditions  and  which  will  serve 
the  purpose  for  which  it  is  intended. 
While  the  present  Act  was  submitted 
to  a  few  of  your  Directors  for  con- 
sideration early  in  the  year,  the  time 
allowed  them  was  entirely  insufficient 
to  give  it  proper  consideration  or  de- 
bate the  changes,  which,  even  at  that 
time,  were  seen  to  be  necessary.  Your 
Directors  vv^ould  suggest  that  the  in- 
coming Board  be  intrusted  by  this 
Convention  to  continue  the  work  and 
take  any  steps  which  may  be  neces- 
sary to  olace  a  really  effective  Direct 
Legislation  Act  upon  the  statutes  of 
Alberta. 

Sale  of  Farm  Machinery 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  idea 
in  mind  at  the  last  convention  in  re- 
gard to  the  sale  of  farm  machinery, 
was  for  a  standard  or  uniform  note 
for  use  in  the  sale  of  all  machinery, 
and  which  would  have  to  be  used  by 
all  companies  engaged  in  the  sale  of 
machinery.  Immediately  it  became 
known  that  this  time  some  such  legis- 
lation was  assured,  your  Directors 
were  approached  by  the  representa- 
tives of  certain  machine  companies, 
promising  that  the  companies  them- 
selves would  attend  to  the  matter, 
but  profiting  from  previous  lessons 
your  Directors  decided  to  go 
right  ahead.  It  was  soon  found 
that  it  was  practically  impossible 
to  draft  a  uniform  note  which 
wouUl  meet  all  requirements,  and  two 
other  alternatives  were  considered, 
namelv  the  present  Act  and  another 
somewhat  more  lengthy  in  its  terms. 
Your  representatives  decided  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  the  shorter  Act. 
which  has  since  become  law.  and 
your  Board  feels  that  in  this  piece  of 
legislation  the;  farmer  is  protected 
against  any  further  repetition  of  the 
high-handed  methods  employed  hy 
implement  firms  and  their  agents  du- 
ring the  past  few  ^'■ears. 
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Co-Operative  Trading  Companies 

In  the  Act  respecting  Co-operative 
Trading  Companies,  endorsed  by  your 
Directors,  you  have  another  very  use- 
ful piece  of  legislation.  Since  n.e 
passing  of  the  Act  your  Directors  have 
been  able  to  get  the  opinion  of  two 
very  able  and  practical  Co-operators 
on  this  Act.  Their  report  is  in  brief 
that  the  Alberta  Act  is  very  complete 
and  thorough  in  detail,  the  only  ad- 
verse criticism  being  that  in  one  or 
two  clauses,  such  as  the  one  permit- 
ting of  voting  by  proxy  for  instance, 
the  spirit  of  the  Act  is  not  sufficiently 
safeguarded  and  a  loophole  thereby 
provided  for  sham  companies  to  be 
formed.  The  incompleteness  of  these 
clauses  however,  in  no  way  affects 
the  organization  of  truly  co-operative 
concerns,  and  j^our  Directors  believe 
that  the  clauses  in  question  can  be 
amended  and  strengthened  without 
very  much  trouble. 

Union  Stock  Yards 

During  the  past  year  a  very  import- 
ant step  forward  affecting  the  live 
stock  industry  of  the  Province  has 
been  niade  in  the  decision  of  the  City 
of  Calgary  to  establish  Union  Stock 
Yards  "at  that  centre.  A  few  years 
ago  this  question  was  a  very  live  one 
with  our  Association,  and  in  1911  your 
Directors  submitted  a  lengthy  report 
in  detail  on  the  matter  which  is  well 
worth  referring  to.  The  matter  of 
meat  inspection  in  the  City  of  Calgary 
in  which  your  Board  took  an  active 
part  was  the  source  from  which  the 
present  idea  took  root,  and  your  Di- 
rectors have  been  able  to  render  con- 
siderable assistance  in  the  work  to 
date.  At  the  present  time,  however, 
matters  are  at  a  standstill,  owing  to 
the  demand  of  the  C.  P.  R.  that  51 
per  cent  at  least  of  the  stock,  or  in 
other  words  the  controlling  interest 
in  the  yards  be  held  by  them.  Such 
an  arrangement  would  of  course  be 
quite  at  variance  with  the  idea  in 
mind  and  would  constitute  a  serious 
menace  to  the  future  benefits  which 
the  establishment  of  Union  Stockyards 
on  a  proper  basis  would  undoubtedly 
bring  to  the  farmer. 

Your  Directors  believe  that  the  dif- 
ficulty can  be  overcome  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  governing  Board  of 
six,  to  consist  of  one  representative 
to  be  appointed  by  each  of  the  three 
railways  interested,  one  by  the  City 
of  Calgary  and  one  by  the  United 


m 

Farmers  of  Alberta,  all  of  whom 
would  have  the  same  voting  powers, 
namely  one  vote  each.  The  sixth 
representative  should  be  appointed  by 
the  Provmcial  Government  to  act  as 
chairman  of  the  Board  and  to  be  with- 
out vote  except  in  the  event  of  a  tie. 
Your  Directors  believe  that  such  an 
arrangement  would  be  perfectly  fair 
to  all  parties  concerned,  and  would  at 
the  same  time  safeguard  the  future 
usefulness  of  the  yards. 

Your  Directors  believe  that  the  pre- 
ponderance of  any  one  party  should 
be  avoided  at  all  costs.  VVe  also  be- 
lieve that  provision  should  be  made 
for  equal  representation  by  all  parties, 
and  in  this  connection  it  might  be  well 
to  remember  that  there  may  at  some 
time  be  more  than  three  railways  oper- 
ating into  Calgary  and  bringing  busi- 
ness to  the  Union  yards. 

Meat  Inspection 

Your  Directors  found  it  necessary 
to  take  a  very  determined  stand  to 
prevent  the  closing  of  the  City  of 
Calgary  as  a  market  in  which  the  far- 
mer might  dispose  of  his  fresh  meat, 
poultry,  etc.  While  being  strongly 
in  favor  of  adequate  inspection  and 
proper  protection  to  the  consumer, 
your  Directors  found  that  the  bylaw 
proposed  for  the  City  was  unneces- 
saril}'  harsh  as  regards  the  farmer, 
without  protecting  the  consumer  to 
any  appreciable  extent.  Towards  the 
close  of  the  year  a  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement was  arrived  at  and  a  by- 
law covering  same  was  passed, 

Calgary  Public  Market 

Another  big  step  forward  this  year 
was  taken  in  the  establishment  this 
summer  of  the  Calgary  Public  Mar- 
ket, in  which  your  Directors  were  very 
ably  supported  by  the  Consumers' 
League  of  the  City,  without  whom  in- 
deed the  market  could  scarcely  have 
been  the  success  that  it  now  is.  At  the 
request  of  your  Executive,  the  Grain 
Growers'  Grain  Company  agreed  to 
open  up  a  Produce  Department  and 
rent  a  stall  on  the  market,  thus  pro- 
viding a  reliable  firm  to  whom  farm- 
ers at  a  distance  could  ship  their  prod- 
uce, to  be  sold  on  commission.  While 
the  produce  sent  in  to  date  leaves 
much  to  be  desired  particularly  as  to 
quality,  your  Directors  hope  that  this 
small  beginning  will  lead  in  the  near 
future  to  the  opening  up  of  a  perma- 
nent warehouse  for  the  handling  of  all 


^rm  produce  on  a  wholesale  basis. 

Your  Directors  believe  that  on  ac- 
count of  the  opposition  which  has  been 
shown  to  this  market  and  also  to  the 
fact  that  the  regulations  governing 
this  marget  are  not  in  very  satis- 
factory shape,  that  any  legislation 
likely  to  affect  same  should  be  very 
closely  watched  by  the  incoming 
Board. 

Tubercular  Cattle 

Your  Directors  also  took  up  the 
matter  of  the  inspection  of  all  cattle 
being  imported  into  the  Province, 
more  especially  in  regard  to  dairy 
cattle,  but  neither  the  Provincial  nor 
the  Dominion  Laws  seem  very  defin- 
ite on  this  matter,  and  the  whole  situ- 
ation is  at  present  to  say  the  least 
most  unsatisfactory. 

Hail  Insurance 

Your  Directors  have  recently  ob- 
tained literature  on  the  Saskatchewan 
system  of  Hail  Insurance,  with  the 
object  of  applying  this  successful  sys- 
tem in  Alberta  if  advisable,  but  regret 
that  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to 
go  into  the  matter  fully. 

Efforts  were  also  made  to  investi- 
gate rumors  current  to  the  efYect  that 
certain  Provincial  Companies  were 
operating  in  Alberta  without  having 
deposited  the  necessary  funds  with 
the  Government  and  had  defaulted  in 
their  compensation  for  losses  sus- 
tained, but  nothing  defininte  could  be 
ascertained  on  these  points. 

Co-Operative  Egg  Circles 

The  question  of  Egg  Circles  was 
also   considered    by   your  Directors, 


and  with  the  co-operuiion  of  the 
Poultry  Department  of  the  Provin- 
cial Government  a  special  circular  was 
sent  to  the  Unions  and  all  prepara- 
tions made  for  the  handling  of  the 
eggs.  Without  the  co-operation  of 
the  local  Unions,  however,  your  Di- 
rectors could  do  little,  and  this  was 
not  forthcoming.  Your  Directors, 
however,  realize  the  many  important 
matters  occupying  the  attention  of  our 
Unions  during  the  past  year,  and  hope 
that  this  matter  may  yet  be  broup-ht 
to  a  successful  issue,  and  to  help  in 
that  direction  two  experts  have  been 
asked  to  attend  this  Convention  and 
give  Us  useful  suggestions  from  their 
experience. 

In  closing  this  somewhat  lengthy 
report  your  Directors  wish  to  recog- 
nize the  very  valuable  work  which  has 
been  done  by  our  official  paper  "The 
Grain  Growers'  Guide."  The  steady 
progress  of  that  paper  in  point  of  cir- 
culation is  most  gratifying,  but  much 
more  could  yet  be  done  if  our  Unions 
would  boost  their  own  paper  in 
earnest,  and  each  of  our  Secretaries 
become  an  active  agent  for  his  dis- 
trict. May  the  spirit  of  Co-operation, 
Organization  and  Education  ever  con- 
tinue to  make  progress  and  may  the 
farmers  of  each  Province  in  the  Do- 
minion, while  vying  with  each  other  for 
the  lead,  always  bear  in  mind  that 
their  ultimate  success  depends  on  the 
careful  cultivation  of  harmonious  re- 
lations between  each  and  all  of  the 
various  organizations  which  must 
each  play  their  part  in  the  work. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


Gentlemen — 

In  submitting  to  you  my  first  an- 
nual report  as  your  General  Secretary, 
I  would  first  like  to  try  and  express 
in  as  few  words  as  possible  my  ap- 
preciation of  the  high  honor  conferred 
upon  me  by  your  Directors  last  Jan- 
uary in  appointing  me  as  successor  to 
one  who  had  done  so  much  to  raise 
this  Association  to  its  present  posi- 
tion of  importance  as  our  Hon.  Sec, 
Mr.  E.  T.  Fream. 


On  accepting  the  offer  1  can  as- 
sure you  it  was  not  without  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  anxiety  as  to  my  abil- 
ity to  fill  the  position  with  honor  and 
credit  to  our  U.  F.  A.  that  I  entered 
upon  my  duties.  It  required  no  great 
foresight  even  at  that  time  to  see  that 
the  year  ahead  of  us  would  be  one  of 
great  consequence  and  one  in  which 
many  new  problems  would  have  to 
be  faced,  requiring  quick  decision  and 
definite  action  on  the  part  of  those  to 
whom  the  guidance  of  your  Associa- 
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tion  was  entrusted.  And  events  have 
tuily  justified  such  a  forecast.  In  a 
few  days  our  Sixth  Annual  Convention 
will  have  become  an  event  of  tlie 
past,  and  you  will  have  had  the  op- 
portunity once  more  to  decide  through 
your  votes  whether  your  officers  have 
been  equal  to  the  demands  made  upon 
them  or  not. 

Dealing  first  with  the  progress  of 
die  Association  I  am  indeed  fortun- 
ate in  being  able  to  give  to  you  facts 
and  figures  showing  that  our  progress 
during  the  year  just  closed  has  never 
been  equalled,  and  in  every  depart- 
ment of  our  work  we  are  able  to 
show  remarkable  growth. 

The  number  of  Unions  on  our  books 
one  year  ago  was  438.  The  records 
today  show  570.  Even  more  grati- 
fying is  the  increase  in  the  member- 
ship fees  received.  Last  year,  includ- 
ing everything  up  to  the  day  before 
the  Convention  we  received  in  mem- 
bership fees  the  sum  of  $3,595.  This 
year,  closing  our  books  on  December 
31st,  we  had  received  $4,704.90,  an  ac- 
tual increase  of  over  $1,103,  or  2,200 
members  in  rough  figures,  while  the 
supplementary  statement  showing  re- 
ceipts to  January  20  of  this  year  shows 
an  additional  increase  of  nearly  $500, 
or  1000  members,  most  of  which  are 
for  the  year  1913,  and  which,  had  they 
been  received  in  time  to  go  on  last 
year's  books,  would  have  made  our 
list  of  fully  paid  up  members  show  an 
increase  of  more  than  40  per  cent 
over  last  year.  When  one  considers 
that  owing  to  lack  of  funds  early  in 
the  year,  it  was  necessary  to  cut  or- 
ganization work  to  a  minimum,  and 
that  this  gr-eat  growth  was  almost  en- 
tirely voluntary  and  due  .to  local  in- 
fluence, the  above  figures  are  such  as 
we  may  well  be  proud  of. 

Another  point  worth  noting  per- 
haps, is  that  the  demands  for  sup- 
plies have  increased  no  less  than  130 
per  cent.  Whatever  the  significance 
of  these  figures,  those  in  close  touch 
with  the  Central  Office  cannot  fail  to 
appreciate  the  fact  that  our  members 
are  at  last  beginning  to  take  them- 
selves seriously.  Not  only  are  new 
districts  organizing,  >  but  old  unions, 
from  whom  we  have  not  heard  for 
many  a  long  day  are  proving  that  for 
them  at  least  it  is  not  impossible  to 
come  back.  Also  in  many  of  our 
unions  there  has  been  a  noticeable  in- 
crease of  interest  in  the  work  and  the 
possibilities  of  the  Union,  a  deter- 


mination on  the  part  of  the  membe^ 

to  see  that  the  business  of  the  Union 
is  the  business  of  each  member  of  the 
Union  that  bids  well  for  the  future  of 
our  Association. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  dwell  to 
any  extent  on  the  routine  work  of  the 
Central  Office.  This  is,  however,  al- 
ways increasinrr,  and  ever  becoming 
broader  in  its  scope.  The  day  is  nut 
far  distant  when  the  work  will  of  ne- 
cessity have  to  be  divided  into  two 
parts  and  a  Corresponding  or  Assis- 
tant Secretary  be  appointed  as  well 
as  a  General  Secretary.  We  have  on 
several  occasions  this  year  received 
and  answered  upwards  of  80  letters  in 
one  day.  The  absence  of  the  Secre- 
tary from  the  office  for  only  a  few 
days  results  in  an  accumulation  of 
mail  requiring  many  days  to  catch 
up  with.  With  the  many  other  mat- 
ters, intetviews,  etc.,  all  or  which  re- 
quire the  personal  attention  of  the 
General  Secretary,  it  is  even  now  very 
difficult  indeed  to  give  the  corres- 
pondence the  prompt  attention  it 
should  have  and  at  the  same  time  meet 
the  other  demands  made  upon  our 
time. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year 
it  came  to  the  notice  of  this  office 
that  a  number  of  firms  in  the  City  of 
Calgary  were  obtaining  shipments  of 
farm  produce  from  the  country,  and 
payments  of  such  were  in  arrears,  in 
some  instances  over  twelve  months. 
We  were  able  to  take  the  matter  up 
on  behalf  of  several  shippers,  and  af- 
ter considerable  trouble,  I  am  pleased 
to  say  that  with  one  exception  every 
account  was  collected.  The  total 
amount  so  saved  by  the  shippers  be- 
ing in  the  neighborhood  of  $400.  for 
which  no  charge  was  made  by  us. 
The  one  exception  was  in  the  case  of 
a  party  who  sent  us  a  cheque  bv  mail 
which  on  presentation  at  the  bank  was 
refused.  We  immediately  went  to  their 
place  of  business,  only  to  find  the 
place  locked  up  and  the  party  gone. 

The  usual  number  of  claims  against 
the  Railways  and  Gra'n  Commission 
houses  have  also  been  dealt  with, 
more  or  less  successfully.  To  show 
just  what  this  means  one  case  against 
a  railway  company  may  be  cited.  The 
matter  was  an  overcharge  on  a  ship- 
ment of  seed  grain.  The  amount  at 
stake  only  slightly  in  excess  of  $10. 
Yet  the  case  took  over  nine  months 
to  setth'  and  reauired  more  than  twen- 
t)'  letters  from  us,  besides  spveral  per- 
sonal visits  to  Railway  Officials.  The 
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•ccd  was  planted,  harvested  and 
threshed,  and  the  farmer  nearly  ready 
to  seed  once  more  before  his  refund 
was  forwarded. 

We  have  also  had  a  large  number 
of  disputes  between  farmers  and 
machine  companies  referred  to  us,  and 
here  by  personal  visits  to  the  Cal- 
gar  yofiice  of  'the  Companies  con- 
cerned we  have  in  nearly  every  in- 
stance been  able  to  straighten  matters 
out  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

The  usual  number  of  requests  lor 
assistance  in  obtaining  loadinsr  plat- 
forms, stock  yards  and  scales  have 
been  received  and  we  have  in  every 
case  rendered  all  assistance  possible, 
through  direct  personal  touch  with 
ihe  officials  concerned. 

About  the  middle  of  the  year  some 
consternation  was  caused  among 
many  of  our  members  by  the  sudden 
revival  of  the  old  Canadian  Society  of 
Equity,  Limited  (in  liquidation).  It 
appears  that  through  the  neglect  of 
the  shareholders  and  officers  of  the 
company,  the  winding  up  proceedings 
were  never  completed,  and  after  a 
lapse  of  practically  five  years,  the 
whole  matter  was  re-opened,  at  the 
request  of  one  of  the  creditors,  and 
A  new  liquidator  appointed.  The 
first  notice  that  the  contributors  re- 
ceived that  the  matter  was  still  alive 
was  in  the  form  of  a  curt  demand  for 
an  additional  $10  per  share,  and  a 
threat  of  legal  proceedings  of  the 
amount  due  was  not  forthcoming 
within  so  many  days.  This  was  im- 
mediately reported  to  the  Central  Of- 
fice from  several  quarters  and  after 
some  preliminary  skirmishing,  judg- 
ments were  postponed,  and  the  liquid- 
ator persuaded  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
shareholders  to  discuss  matters.  Ov/- 
ing  to  the  prominent  part  our  Office 
had  taken  in  the  matter,  your  Secre- 
tary was  asked  to  accept  a  positi  m 
as  inspector,  with  tv^o  others  to  su- 
perinterd  further  winding  up  proceed- 
ings. While  the  acceptance  of  this 
position  entailed  a  great  doal  of  ex- 
tra work  and  respons'bility,  it  was 
felt  that,. as  many  of  the  shareho]d?"rs 
were  now  members  of  the  U.  F.  A., 
and  as  the  Canadian  Equity  Soc'ety 
hrd  alwavs  been  a  thorn  in  our  side, 
that  the  final  winding  ud  of  the  Com- 
pany would  be  to  the  interest  of  all 
concerned,  and  w^ith  that  idea  in  vi'^w, 
the  position  was  accepted.  Our  s'n- 
ccre  hone  is  that  events  will  justify 
this  decision. 


One  very  noticeable  feature  of  this 
year's  work  has  been  the  large  num- 
ber of  railway  right-of-way  cases,  and 
stock  killed  upon  the  line  claims  that 
have  been  sent  in  to  us.  The  C.  N.  R. 
are  the  worst  offenders  in  the  matter 
of  payment  for  right-of-way.  In  tact 
along  the  Goose  J.^ake  line,  I  under- 
stand that  there  are  claims  against 
them  of  as  long  as  three  years  stand- 
ing. Unfortunately  the  law  appears 
to  be  formed  in  such  a  way  as  to  com- 
pletely shelter  the  Railway,  and 
the  regulations,  from  the  preparing 
of  plans  up  to  the  final  appiovai  of 
same  by  the  Government  are  so  bound 
up  with  red  tape  that  the  Railwav.  if 
they  so  wish,  can  delay  payment  al- 
most indefinitely,  and  no  one  can 
touch  them.  It  would  seem  that  the 
farmer  should  be  very  careful  when 
right-of-way  advance  agents  come 
along  loadtd  up  with  sugary  promises, 
as  to  quick  payment  if  the  farmer  will 
sell  at  a  low  price.  The  agent  must 
know  that  he  is  not  in  a  position  to 
carry  oui  his  promises  even  if  he 
wished  to,  and  the  farmer  would  be 
wise  lo  hold  out  for  the  full  value  of 
his  land  every  time,  for  he  may  be  sure 
the  Rajlway  will  not  pay  anyone  till 
they  are  ready,  and  that  when  one 
man  is  paid  the  others  also  must  be 
paid. 

As  has  been  pointed  out  at  every 
Convention,  the  present  Dominion  Act 
makes  the  case  of  the  farmer  who 
loses  stock  killed  on  the  line  under 
ordinary  circumstances  p'-act'cally 
hopeless.  Your  Secretary,  however, 
appeared  on  behalf  of  members  of  the 
U.  F.  A.  having  complaints  at  each 
sitting  of  the  Board  of  Railway  Com- 
missioners in  Calgary,  and  in  one  case 
was  able  to  obtain  an  order  comDelling 
the  C.  N.  R.  to  complete  their  fencing 
on  the  right-of-way  west  of  Edmon- 
ton, coupled  with  an  order  for  com- 
pensat'on  for  certain  stock  already 
killed  through  the  faHure  of  the  Com- 
pany to  do  this  fencing.  We  may  say 
that  whenever  instances  are  reported 
to  us  where  a  company  has  failed  to 
comply  with  the  law,  we  have  been 
able  to  bring  the  offenders  to  time  in 
every  instance  with  very  little  delay. 

As  usu^l,  we  assisted  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  harvest  help,  only  this  year 
on  a  very  much  larger  scale.  Cor- 
responde'-ice  had  been  carried  on  with 
the  Publicitv  Commiss'c'-'er  for  Al- 
berta in  Winnipeg,  who  has  charge  of 
the  immigration  work,  and  when  it 
was  decided  that  special  harvest  rates 
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should  be  given  for  the  unemployed 
in  the  City  of  Calgary  to  the  harvest 
fields,  the  Central  Office  of  the  U.  F. 
A.  was  called  upon  to  take  charge  of 
this  end  of  the  work.  For  one  month 
half  of  our  office  was  given  up  en- 
tirely to  this  business,  and  no  less 
than  3,700  men  were  despatched  to 
the  various  parts  of  the  Province 
where  they  were  required,  at  a  rate 
of  Ic  per  mile  for  their  fare,  and  with- 
out any  charge  for  giving  them  the  in- 
formation as  to  where  the  work  was 
to  be  had. 

The  Central  Office  also  undertook 
the  distribution  of  fruit  as  in  previous 
years,  and  approximately  $503  worth 
was  distributed  in  this  way  with  gen- 
erally satisfactory  results  so  far  as 
the  unions  were  concerned.  We  are 
in  hopes,  however,  that  this  branch  of 
the  work  will  in  the  future  be  taken 
up  by  the  Co-Operat!ve  Elevator  Co., 
or  some  other  agency,  as  it  involves  a 
great  deal  of  work  and  the  expendi- 
ture of  much  time,  which  considerably 
interferes  with  the  carrying  out  of  our 
other  duties. 

Many  other  things  could  also  bp 
mentioned  but  those  referred  to  above 
will  help  to  give  some  idea  of  the 
work  the  Central  Office  is  trying  to 
do. 

This  report  would  not  be  com- 
plete without  a  few  words  as  to  Or- 
ganization. At  the  meeting  following 
the  convention  it  was  decided  to  re- 
move responsibility  for  this  work  from 
the  Central  Office  where  it  had  hith- 
erto been,  and  place  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  Directors,  each  "Director  to 
have  charge  of  his  own  constituency, 
with  power  to  call  other  assistance 
when  required,  I  may,  however,  per- 
haps be  permitted  to  offer  a  few  sug- 
gestions, more  especially  as  the  un- 
derstanding between  the  Directors  and 
the  Central  Office  cannot  be  too  sym- 
pathetic if  the  work  is  to  be  thorough- 
ly done.  As  already  pointed  out,  our 
Organization  work  has  suffered  this 
year  from  two  causes,  first,  lack  of 
funds  with  which  to  carry  it  on;  second 
the  heavy  demand  on  the  time  of  our 
organizers  for  work  in  other  direc- 
tions. We  are,  however,  greatly  in- 
depted  to  those  who  have  been  able 
to  assist  us.  Messrs.  J.  Quinsey,  Rice 
Sheppard,  and  P.  S.  Austin  have  been 
particularly  active,  doing  a  great  deal 
of  voluntary  work  on  our  behalf.  We 
are  also  indebted  to  Messrs.  D.  Buck- 
ingham and  A    Rawlins,  who  visited 


many  districts  in  the  early  part  oi 
the  year.  Among  others  who  have 
volunteered  their  assistance  in  the 
work  may  be  specially  mentioned 
Messrs.  Jas.  G.  McKay,  J.  II.  Lennox. 
Stanmore;  G.  J.  Lively,  N.  N.  Hayes. 
VV.  D.  Trego,  W.  J.  Jackman,  Wm 
Kigney  and  Carl  Paulsen,  also  L.  B 
Hart,  W.  A.  Wood  and  several  others. 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Muldrew  of  Red  Deer  has 
also  rendered  us  valuable  assistance 
in  addressing  our  unions  and  organ- 
izing Women's  Auxiliaries. 

It  would  almost  seem  that  the  time 
has  now  come  when  the  need  for 
seeking  new  fields  to  organize  has 
past.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  vol- 
untary organization  is  more  perma- 
nent as  a  rule  than  any  other,  and  if 
onr  experience  last  spring  is  any  cri- 
terior  of  the  future,  the  number  of 
new  districts  organizing  themselves 
without  any  outside  assistance  will  be 
(luite  sufficient  to  keep  us  busy.  There 
is,  however,  a  very  pressing  need  for 
work  among  the  older  unions.  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  instead  of  having 
nearly  100  unions  on  our  books,  a.s 
we  have  at  present,  in  a  practically 
dormant  condition,  that  with  a  proper 
system  of  visiting  from  competent  or-, 
ganizers,  at  least  99  per  cent  of  the 
unions  could  be  kept  thoroughly  ac- 
tive. We  need  some  system  where  by 
personal  touch  with  competent  or- 
ganizers the  local  officers  and  secre- 
taries can  be  posted  as  to  what  is 
being  done,  by  their  neigbors,  and  as 
to  the  best  methods  for  handling  their 
union   in   an   up-to-date  manner. 

A  number  of  suggestions  have  been 
made  from  time  to  time  by  my  pre- 
decessor, each  of  which  has  fallen 
down  owing  to  the  old  trouble,  lack 
of  funds.  So  far  as  one  can  see,  how- 
ever, we  should  be  in  a  better  posi- 
tion this  year  to  undertake  organiza- 
tion work  on  a  systematic  basis  than 
ever  before.  Our  financial  position 
at  the  present  time  is  fairly  satisfac- 
tory. The  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Co. 
who  have  supplied  us  very  liberally  in 
the  past  with  funds  for  the  carrying 
on  of  the  work,  have  very  generously 
decided  to  increase  their  grant  by  $500 
per  annum,  and  will  pay  over  the 
whole  amount  in  two  instalments, 
$1,000  in  November  and  $1,000  in 
April.  With  a  continuation  of  the 
present  encouraging  support  from 
unions  throughout  the  country,  there 
should  be  a  good  sum  at  our  disposal 
for  organization  work  this  spring. 
This  amount  should  be  sprestd  as 
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evenly   as   possible   over   the  entire 
Province.     I   have  always  been  op- 
posed to  the  constituency  idea.  The 
constituencies   are  very    uneqwal  in 
area,  and  for  our  purpose  particularly, 
cannot  fail  to  be  most  obviousb-  im- 
possible, whether  it  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dividing  the  Province  up  for 
organization  work  or  for  the  purpose 
of  representation.    For  a  systematic 
campaign  of  organization,  I  believe 
ihat  a  fair  estimate  as  to  the  sum  avail- 
able to  be  expended  should  be  arrived 
at,  and  that  the  Province  should  then 
be  split  up  into,  say,  ten  divisions 
as  nearly  equal  as  possible,  and  a 
competent  organizer  placed  in  charge 
of  each.    We  have  during  the  past 
year   been  able   to   get   out  a  map 
showing  the  location  of  each  union, 
which  places  the  Central  Office  in  the 
position  of  being  able  to  draw  up  a 
series  of  meetings  in  any  particular 
district  with  very  little  trouble.    A  list 
of  all  the  unions  in  the  district  to  be 
covered  by  each  organizer  could  be 
drawn  up  and  forwarded  to  him,  to- 
gether with  an  outline  of  the  tour. 
The  organizer  and  the  Central  Office 
working  together  could  arrange  for 
the  dates  of  the  verious  meetings. 
Supposing  it  were  possible  to  grant 
the  sum  of  $100  to  each  district,  it 
could  easily  be  estimated  how  many 
meetings  could  be  held,  allowing  the 
organizer  in  charge  the  standard  $2 
per  day  for  his  time,  and  expenses, 
which  would  be  reduced  to  a  minimum 
by  each  union  co-operating  with  the 
other  in  the  matter  of  transportation. 
If  a  scheme  of  this  kind  could  be 
worked  out  and  $1,000  devoted  to  this 
work  during  the  month  of  March,  or 
preferably  June,  for  instance  (and  I 
see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
done)  I  believe  that  every  union  in 
the_  Province  could  be  covered  in  a 
period  of  two  or  three  weeks.  All 
that  we  need  would  be  the  men  to 
give  that  much  time  to  the  work.  T 
believe  that  the  immediate  result  of 
such  a  campaign  would  be  to  provide 
us  with  the  funds  for  duplicating  the 
same  work  in  the  fall,  just  before  the 
close  of  the  year.    With  the  active 
co-operation  of  the  majority  of  our 
local  unions,  we  should  not  be  forced 
to  adrnit  in  the  future  that  some  of 
our  unions  are  not  only  sleepin?-,  but 
a  proportion  of  them  almost  dead. 

Another  thought  which  occurs  to 
me  is  in  regard  to  the  proper  protec- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  local 
union  from  a  business  point  of  view. 


I  have  in  mind  two  very  regrettable 
instances  which  have  occurred  during 
the  past  twelve  months.    Two  of  our 
unions,  both  of  them  actively  engaged 
in  business  as  a  union,  have  suffered 
considerable  loss  through  the  defal- 
cations of  their  secretaries,  whom  they 
had  entrusted  with  the  handling  of 
their  business  without  properly  pro- 
tecting themselves.    In  the  one  case, 
the   members   have   already  had  to 
make  good  a  considerable  amount  of 
money  and  are  not  even  yet  clear  of 
their  liabilities.     In  the  other  case, 
the  members  lost  all  their  union  funds 
and  in  addition  the  firm  with  whom 
they  were  dealing  lost  over  $700.  The 
union  take  the  position  that  as  they 
have  already  paid  for  their  goods  once 
they  are  not  liable  a  second  time,  and 
up  to  the  present  have  not  taken  any 
steps  to  make  good  the  loss  sustained 
by  the  firm  with  whom  they  were 
doing  business.    The    fact  remains, 
however,  that  if  the  firm  wish  to  do 
so,  they  can  sue   every  member  of 
that  union  or  the  surrounding  unions 
who  received  any  of  the  commodity 
which  the  firm  supplied.    The  union 
as  a  union,  has  no  legal  existence,  it 
is  true,  but  the  individual  members 
who  shared  up  the  contents  of  that 
car  are  liable  for  every  ounce  of  stuff 
they  received.    The  same  applies  to 
all  our  unions,  and  any  of  them  who 
are  doing  business  in  carload  quan- 
tities, should  for  their  own  protec- 
tion see  that  the  funds  which  they 
pay  to  their  secretary  are  properly  se- 
cured, even  if  they  do  not  feel  in- 
clined to  take  such  steps  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  reputation  of  the  U.  F. 
A.     If  there  were  any  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  securing  this  protection, 
the  almost  absolute  lack  of  it  in  our 
unions  would  be  more  easily  under- 
stood, but  when  the  standard  charge 
for  the  bonding  of  a  secretary-treas- 
urer of  an  association  such  as  ours 
is  only  $5  per  annum  for  everv  S1,000 
work  of  guarantee,  the  fact  that  our 
unions  engaged  in  commercial  deal- 
ings in  carload  lots  do  not  insist  on 
the  bonding  of  the  person  handling 
their  cash  is  beyond  comprehension. 
It  is  casting  no  slur  on  the  character 
of  your  secretary  if  you  insist  on  him 
getting  bonds  and  depositing  them  in 
one  of  your  local  banks,  and  if  such 
a  course  is  necessary  for  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Central  Office,  who  sel- 
dom, f  ever,  has  more  than  $100  or 
$200  n  his  charge  at  any  time,  surely 
it  is  even  more  necessary  in  some  of 
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our  local  unions  who  are  doing  busi- 
ness $1,000  at  a  time  and  whose  annual 
turnover  amounts  to  two  and  three 
times  as  much  as  that  of  the  Central 
Office. 

Before  closing  the  report,  I  would 
like  to  refer  to  one  more  matter,  that 
of  Life  Membership.  This  phase  of 
the  work  was  placed  on  a  permanent 
basis  when  our  Constitution  was  re- 
vised a  year  or  so  ago.  At  the  time 
it  was  recognized  that  with  poor 
crops,  etc  ,  so  much  in  evidence,  little 
could  be  expected  from  this  fund. 
Conditions  are,  however,  somewhat 
better  at  the  present  time  and  the 
need  for  a  permanent  reserve  fund 
such  as  this  would  create  is  becoming 
more  and  more  evident  as  time  goes 
on.  We  have  recently  been  able  to 
have  a  handsome  life  membership 
certificate  printed  in  three  colors,  suit- 
able for  framing,  which  is  an  orna- 
ment in  the  home  as  well  as  a  faith- 
ful reminder  of  the  Association  to 
which  the  holder  belongs.  There  are 
many  of  our  members  who  might  well 
invest  in  one  of  these  certificates,  and 
we  would  ask  the  local  unions  to  take 
this  up  and  do  as  much  as  possible 
during  the  coming  year  to  place  us 
on  as  good  a  footing  as  our  sister 
province  of  Srskatchewan.  who  al- 
ready has  a  substantial  sum  derived 
from  this  source  as  a  reserve. 


Another  matter  I  would  like  to  re 
fer  to  is  the  world  wide  reputation 
that  our  Association  is  making  for  it- 
self. Correspondents  have  written  ue 
for  information  as  to  our  Constitu- 
tion and  the  work  we  are  doing,  from 
South  Africa,  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
while  in  the  Buenos  Ayres  Herald  of 
Thursday,  Dec.  4th,  published  in  the 
capital  of  the  Republic  of  Argentina, 
South  America,  there  is  a  two-column 
editorial  devoted  entirely  to  the  work 
of  the  U.  F.  A.  This  paper  has  a  cir- 
culation throughout  Argentina.  Uru- 
guay and  Paraguay,  so  that  news  of 
the  work  being  done  by  the  U.  F.  A. 
will  be  spread  over  many  countries. 

f  also  wish  in  closing,  to  thank  the 
off'cers  of  our  Association  and  others 
who  have  rendered  such  kind  assis- 
tance and  valuable  help,  not  forget- 
ting our  office  stafT,  in  the  work  of 
the  past  year.  My  thanks  are  also 
due  to  the  officials  of  the  Grain 
Growers'  Guide,  also  the  Grain  Grow- 
ers' Grain  Company,  who  have  co- 
onerated  with  us  in  every  way  pos 
sible. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  con- 
sideration, 

Yours  sincerely, 

P.  P.  WOODBRIDGE. 

Secretarj. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE 
COMMITTEE 


Gentlemen: 

Your  Legislative  Committee  begs  to 
report  as  follows — 

All  the  various  resolutions  passed 
and  adopted  at  the  last  convention 
were  prepared  by  the  secretary  and 
submitted  to  the  bodies  interested. 
In  several  cases  special  reports  are 
submitted  thereon. 

A  number  of  resolutions  concerning 
Dominion  matters  were  referred  to 
the  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture 
and  were  afterwards  taken  up  by  the 
Council  with  the  Dom'nion  Govern- 
ment a-^d  other  parties  affected. 

Shortly  after  the  convention,  your 
legislative  committee  also  proceeded 


to  Edmonton  and  personally  pressed 
the  resolutions  of  provincial  concern 
The  committee  made  two  trips  to  Ed- 
monton during  the  spring  session  of 
parliament,  on  each  occasion  remain- 
ing several  days  and  actively  working 
among  our  legislators  in  the  interest 
of  legislation  required.  About  the 
same  time  the  resolutions  re  Domin- 
ion matters  were  personally  present- 
ed at  Ottawa  on  behalf  of  your  com- 
mittee by  Mr.  E.  J.  Fream,  who  had 
been  called  to  the  capital  to  repre- 
sent the  views  of  Alberta  farmers  on 
the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Bank 
act.  The  resolution  dealing  with 
Farmers'  Elevators  is  dealt  with  in 
a  separate  report. 
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The  resolutions  dealing  with  Direct 
Legislation,  Farm  Machinery  and  Co- 
operative Trading  Companies,  and  the 
rcaUits  achieved  will  be  dealt  with  in 
the  report  of  your  Board  of  Directors. 

The  resolutions  dealing  with  Sample 
Markets  and  the  challenge  to  the 
manufacturers  were  sent  to  the  Cana- 
dian Council  of  Agriculture  and  are 
dealt  with  in  the  report  of  that  body. 

The  resolution  from  Stettler  Union 
was  effectively  brought  before  the 
government,  and  received  special  at- 
tention from  them. 

The  resolution  re  Columbia  River 
route  for  the  west-^rn  shipment  of 
grain  was  forwarded  to  the  Dominion 
Government,  also  the  board  of  Rail- 
way Commissioners,  and  is  further 
dealt  with  in  the  report  of  your 
Board  of  Directors. 

The  resolutions  re  Consolidated 
Schools  were  courteously  received  and 
act'  d  upon  by  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment. 

The  resolution  re  contracts  for  tele- 
phone poles  was  acknowledged,  but 
your  committee  has  not  yet  heard 
whether  any  action  will  be  taken 
thereon. 


The  resolution  as  to  Roads  and 
Bridges  in  extreme  Southern  Alberta 
received  careful  consideration  from 
the  government  and  your  committee 
are  led  to  believe  that  a  consideraole 
number  of  improvements  were  made 
as  a  result. 

The  resolutions  affecting  the  tariff 
and  other  matters  were  submitted  to 
the  Dominion  Government,  as  well  as 
being  taken  up  by  the  Canadian  Coun- 
cil of  Agriculture. 

The  various  resolutions  on  Co-oper- 
ative Enterprises  were  referred  to  the 
executive  by  the  convention  and  are 
dealt  with  in  a  separate  report. 

The  resolutions  on  Transportation 
and  Reciprocal  Demurrage  were  sent 
to  the  Dominion  Government,  also  the 
beard  of  Railway  Commissioners,  as 
was  likewise  the  resolution  on  Par- 
cels* Post,  which  is  referred  ta  more 
fully  in  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

The  other  resolut-'ons  were  taken  up 
with  the  Provincial  Government  and 
acknowledgements  received. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ALBERTA  SECTION  OF 
THE  CANADIAN  COUNCIL  OF 
AGRICULTURE 


Your  committee,  appo'nted  to  rep- 
resent Alberta  on  the  Canadian  Coun- 
cil of  Agriculture,  beg  to  report  as 
follows: 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  council 
was  held  in  Saskatoon  on  February 
ISth,  1913.  The  council  re-aff"rmed 
their  stand  in  connection  with  the 
building  and  operation  of  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Railway. 

A  resolution  was  also  pa=sed.  urging 
on  the  Dominion  Government  the 
matter  of  legislation,  making  possible 
the  establishment  of  Co-operative  As- 
sociations under  a  Dominion  Charter. 
Later  your  committee  were  advised 
that  such  an  act  would  be  infoduced 
at  this  coming  session  of  parliament. 

A  committee  was  also  apDoint^d  to 
look  into  the  matter  of  forming  a 
general  information  and  purchasing 
bureau  for  the  western  provinces. 


A  resolution  was  passed  requesting 
the  Dominion  Government  to  place 
all  transfer  elevators  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  board  of  Grain  Commis- 
sioners. 

In  the  early  spring,  Mr.  E.  J. 
Fream,  as  secretary  of  the  council, 
was  summoned  to  Ottawa  to  give 
evidence  on  western  conditions,  more 
especially  as  regards  the  amendments 
to  the  Bank  act,  at  that  time  receiving 
the  attention  of  a  special  committee 
of  the  Dominion  parliament  Mr. 
Fream  gave  evidence  before  this  com-' 
mittee,  as  also  d'd  Mr.  Chipman  of  the 
Grain  Growers'  Guide.  The  matter 
is  commented  on  more  fully  in  the 
report  of  your  Board  of  Directors. 

The  council  met  again  at  Regma  on 
October  24th,  when  the  matter  of  a 
delegation  to  Ottawa  and  many  other 
important  matters  came  under  discus- 
sion. Resolutions  on  the  Tariff,  Brit- 
ish Preference,  Co-operative  Associa- 
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tions,  Inspection  of  Weights  and 
Scales  in  Line  Elevators,  Sample 
Markets,  etc.,  were  passed  and  for- 
wardtd  to  thieir  respective  destin- 
ations. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  in  Win- 
nipeg on  Wednesday,  November  12th, 
when  a  representative  of  the  Ontario 
Grange  was  present  in  the  person  of 
Mr.  J.  J.  Morrison,  the  secretary.  Dis- 
cussion centered  round  the  proposed 
delegation  to  Ottawa,  the  meeting  of 
the  council's  representatives  with  the 
Manufacturers'  Association,  and  or- 
ganization work  in  Ontario. 

Your  committee  wish  to  report  that 
in  connection  with  the  delegation  to 
Ottawa  it  was  decided  to  send  three 
delegates  from  each  province,  and  that 
this  delegation  finally  met  the  gov- 
ernment on  December  15th,  when 
many  very  important  matters  were 
discussed  and  the  resolutions  on  the 
Tariff.  British  Preference,  Sample 
Markets  and  o'her  matters  which  will 
later  be  submitted  to  this  convention, 
were  presented  to  the  cabinet. 

The  reception  of  your  representa- 
tives by  Mr.  Borden  and  his  cabinet 
was  very  courteous,  and  careful  at- 
tention was  given  to  their  representa- 
tions. On  the  Tariff  and  British  Pref- 
erence questions,  your  committee  feel 
that  very  little  will  be  done  at  the 
present  time  in  the  direction  asked  for. 
On  Sample  Markets,  your  committee 
were  told  that  the  matter  had  been 
postponed  indefinitely.  We  were  told 
that  the  required  amendment  to  the 
Canada  Grain  act  in  regard  to  the 
turning   over   of  the    inspection  of 


weig-hts  and  scales  in  line  elevators  to 
the  board  of  Grain  Commissioners 
would  be  passed  at  the  next  session 
of  parliament.  Our  resolutions  on  the 
removal  of  the  duty  on  wheat  and 
wheat  products  between  Canada  and 
the  States  were  encouragingly  re- 
ceived, and  your  committee  are  in 
hopes  that  the  removal  of  the  duty 
will  shortly  become  an  accomplished 
fact. 

In  the  matter  of  arranging  a  meet- 
ing with  the  'Canadian  Manufacturers' 
association,  we  regret  that  negotia- 
tions fell  through,  the  Canadian  Manu- 
facturers association  finding  it  impos- 
sible to  fix  suitable  dates,  while  our 
delegates  were  in  the  east.  Your 
committee  are  in  hopes  that  the  meet- 
ing may  yet  be  arranged. 

In  the  matter  of  organization  work 
in  Ontario,  your  representatives  at- 
tended the  annual  meeting  of  the  On- 
tario Grange  in  Toronto  on  December 
17th  and  18th,  together  with  the  rep- 
resentatives from  the  other  provinces, 
several  of  whom  remained  to  address 
meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  pro- 
ince.  Your  committee  feel  that  the 
visit  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Western  Farmers'  organization  was 
productive  of  much  good  and  will  re- 
sult in  a  considerable  impetus  to  the 
w^rk  in  that  province,  which  will  lead 
to  closer  relations  socially,  and  an 
increase  in  the  interchange  of  farm 
produce  between  east  and  west  which 
will  greatly  benef't  the  farmers  of 
both  parts  of  the  Dominion. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PORK  PACKING 
COMMITTEE 


Gentlemen: 

Your  Pork  Packing  committee  beg 
to  subnjit  the  following  report: 

The  committee  met  on  Nov.  5th, 
and  went  very  fully  into  the  matter 
of  marketing  the  large  quantity  of 
hogs  that  are  in  the  province  this 
season.  We  decided  that  ways  and 
means  must  be  found  at  once  to 
prevent  a  big  slump  in  prices,  and 
after  much  consideration,  we  decided 
to  recommend  that  as  far  as  possible, 
the  system  adopted  by  the  Red  Deer 
Co-operative,  under  the  able  manage- 


ment of  Mr.  E.  Carswell,  should  be 
adopted  by  our  local  unions,  that  is, 
our  members  to]  list  with  the  local 
secretary  or  some  other  responsible 
person,  the  number  of  hogs  they  have 
for  sale  each  month, ^  or  as  often  as 
required,  and  as  soon  as  a  car  lot  or 
more  is  listed,  get  a  bid  from  our 
provincial  or  other  buyers,  and  if 
satisfactory,  order  the  hogs  to  be 
brought  in  for  shipment  on  a  certain 
date. 

,Ye  also  considered,  that  at  points 
where  the  Co-operative  Elevators  are 
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in  operation,  arrangements  could  be 
made  for  the  man  in  charge  to  keep 
a  list  of  all  who  w.shed  to  do  business 
along  these  lines,  and  attend  to  the 
shipping,  and  seeing  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  get  help  from  the  government 
in  the  shape  of  pork  packing  plants 
this  season,  we  recommend  that  the 
minister  of  agriculture  be  asked  to 
render  assistance  if  called  upon,  to 
help  forward  the  sh'pping  scheme,  that 
should  we  not  be  able  to  get  fair  aad 
proper  bids  from  our  provincial  buy- 
ers, we  proceed  to  ship  if  possible,  in 
train  lots,  to  the  outside  markets,  and 


the  department  be  asked  to  have  the 
live  stock  commissioner  take  charge 
of  shipments  and  see  them  put  through 
in  the  quickest  possible  time. 

We  recommend  that  the  matter  of 
the  Packing  Plant  be  taken  up  again 
on  a  proper  basis  at  the  next  convew- 
tion  (1914). 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submit- 
ted, 

(Signed)       RICE  SHEPPARD. 

E.  CARSWELL, 
D.  BUCKINGHAM. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  ELEVATOR 
COMMITTEE 


Gentlemen: 

Ycur  elevator  committee  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Directors,  beg  to  re- 
port as  follows: 

Immediately  after  the  convention 
your  full  board  met  and  a  consider- 
able amount  of  time  was  devoted  to 
the  discussion  of  the  elevator  ques- 
tion. A  number  of  alternative  propo- 
sitions were  submitted.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  instructions  of  the  con- 
vention all  these  plans  had  the  :^as- 
katchewan  act  for  their  basis  and  in- 
cluded negotiations  with  the  Grain 
Growers'  Grain  company.  All  the 
plans  being  very  similar  and  there 
be?ng  no  criticism  of  the  general 
principles  involved,  the  matter  was 
eventually  left  largely  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  your  committee  and,  as 
events  proved,  a  number  of  modifi- 
cations were  deemed  advisable,  mak- 
ing the  final  recommendations  of  your 
committee  to  be  on  lines  which  were 
believed  to  be  "broader  and  more  m- 
dependent  than  the  original  recom- 
mendations of  the  board.  Your  com- 
mittee thereupon  proceeded  to  Ed- 
monton to  meet  the  cabinet  a  few  days 
later,  when  the  whole  matter  was 
again  fully  gone  into  with  the  min- 
isters and  our  proposition  favorably 
received. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  re- 
main in  Edmonton  and  draft  the  act 
along  the  lines  suggested,  the  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Fream, 
representing  the.  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta.  The  Honorable  Malcolm 
McKenzie  representing  the  govern- 
ment, together  with   the  Honorable 


Chas.  Stewart,  the  latter  having  had 
practical  experience  in  the  elevator 
business  and  being  chosen  on  this  ac- 
count. The  solicitor  appointed  to 
put  the  draft  act  into  shape  was  Mr. 
A.  J.  McKay. 

This  committee  met  their  solicitor 
at  once  and  the  principal  points  of  the" 
proposed  act  were  gone  over  during 
the  next  day  or  two. 

As  soon  as  the  draft  copy  of  the 
act  was  received  by  us  in  Calgary,  a 
special  meetings  of  the  full  board  of 
directors  was  called  fcr  February  11th 
to  discuss  it  in  detail.  The  act  was 
taken  clause  by  clause  and  finally  un- 
animously approved  of  by  the  board 
and  your  committee  instructed  to  re- 
turn to  Edmonton  and  meet  the  cab- 
inet once  more.  Several  minor  amend- 
ments broadening  the  scope  of  the 
original  draft  were  recommended  by 
your  board  and  the  committee  in- 
structed to  have  as  many  of  these 
amendments  as  possible  incorporated 
into  the  act.  This  was  done,  some  of 
the  amendments  being  incorporated  as 
recommended  by  the  directors,  in 
others  a  compromise  was  arrived  at, 
and  some  were  absolutely  refused  by 
the  government  representatives. 

Your  committee  then  returned  home, 
leaving  the  watching  of  the  act  during 
its  passage  through  parliament  to  the 
legislative  committee.  Some  weeks 
later,  the  secretary  at  Calgary  was 
informed  by  members  of  the  govern- 
ment over  the  telephone  that  certain 
individuals  claiming  to  represent  the 
board  of  directors  and  local  unions 
of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  were 
endeavoring  to  have  the  act  as  en- 
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dorsed  at  the  meeting  of  February 
11th,  materially  changed  in  principle, 
ana  your  executive,  wno  wiin  ivir. 
Bevington  formed  the  special  elevator 
comm.tiee,  were  obligtcl  tu  return  to 
Edmonton  at  a  few  days'  notice,  i  our 
.  committee  again  met  tne  government 
representatives,  wnen  the  wnole  act 
was  gone  througn  once  more,  Ciause 
by  Clause,  and  its  acceptance  oace 
more  re-affirmed  in  accordani^e  with 
the  instructions  of  the  o^aid  of  direc- 
tors at  tne  meeting  held  on  reoiuary 
Uth.  Unfortunately,  however,  at  ta.s 
time  a  iriinocr  ot  ai  acics  appeared  in 
the  press  from  some  souice  or  omer, 
making  certain  s.-iiement  in  regard  lo 
the  want  of  unanimKy  on  our  board  as 
to  this  particular  act.  it  was  tnere- 
fore  cieemtd  advisable  to  cah  anotner 
special  meeting  of  the  tull  board, 
which  was  held  on  March  1/th. 

At  this  meeting,  after  some  discus- 
sion, the  act  as  th.n  bv;/ore  parliament 
was  hnaLy  accepted  by  unanimous 
vote  of  the  fuil  boaid. 

Your  legislative  committee,  in 
whose  charge  tne  bill  had  Peen  left 
during  its  passage  through  paiLament, 
•worked  very  hard  for  tne  act,  meeting 
the  cabinet,  members  of  tne  govern- 
ment and  the  oppos.t.on  on  nu.nerous 
occasions;  eveniua.ly  the  act  received 
its  third  reading  and  was  placed  on 
the  statutes  of  tne  prqjjince  by  unani- 
mous vote  of  both  government  and 
opposition  parties. 

Your  executive  committee,  who  un- 
der the  act  became  provisional  d. rec- 
tors, then  took  charge  of  llie  organ- 
ization work  and  a  full  report  of  what 
was  done  by  them  has  already  been 
published  in  ccnnection  with  the  first 
annual  meeting  of  the  new  company, 
which  was  heid  in  August,  1913. 

Possibly  a  few  words  tracing  the 
progress  of  the  work  in  connection 
with  the  bringing  into  existence  of  the 
Alberta  Farmers'  Co-operative  Ereva- 
tor  Company,  Limited,  may  not  be  out 
of  place.  It  will  be  remembered  tl.at 
this  rnatter  has  been  b  fore  the  various 
associations  for  a  number  of  y^ars,  a 
definite  policy  first  being  placed  on 
record  by  the  associations  at  the 
meeting  with  the  premiers  of  the 
three  provinces  held  in  Regina,  1908. 
At  that  time  the  p  licy  of  the  associa- 
tions was  that  of  straight  govprnment 
ownership  and  operat  on  of  all  line 
elevators.  That  meeting  led  to  noth- 
ing, the  premiers  deciding  that  the 
question  could  not  be  handed  by  the 
three  provinces  acting  together,  but 


that  each  must  act  for  itself.  The 
immediate  development  of  the  meet- 
ing was,  however,  that  at  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  the  Manitoba 
Grain  Growers'  association,  official 
announcement  was  made  by  a  repre- 
sentatire  of  the  government  that  a 
system  of  government  elevators  would 
bt  instituted  at  an  early  date  by  that 
province. 

At  the  Saskatoon  convention  an  of- 
ficial statement  was  made  on  behalf 
of  the  government  that  a  commission 
would  be  appo  ntcd  to  look  into  the 
matter,  while  in  Alberta  it  was  stated 
that  as  soon  as  a  satisfactory  plan 
was  submitted  by  the  farmers,  the 
government  would  accept  it. 

In  the  working  out  of  these  various 
schemes,  so  far  as  the  Manitoba  one 
was  concerned  it  was  found  that  gov- 
ernment ownership  and  operation  of 
the  elevators  was  an  absolute  failure, 
largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  recom- 
mendations m.ade  by  the  farmers  for 
the  appointment  of  an  independent 
commission  and  the  taking  over  oi  all 
the  elevators  was  not  accepted. 

In  Saskatchewan  the  commission 
appointed  reported  in  favor  of  the  or- 
ganization of  a  line  of  elevators  on 
a  more  or  less  co-np^rative  bas's.  in- 
cluding the  organization  of  locals  at 
different  points  where  elevators  wr^re 
requ'rcd,  the  farmers  snb=cr'bing  15% 
of  the  cost  ot  the  elevrtor.  the  gov- 
ernment advancing  85%,  to  b?  repaid 
with  intere-t  out  of  the  profits  of  the 
company  du-ing  a  ptrind  of  twenty 
years,  the  government  being:  secured 
by  hrst  mortgage  against  the  eleva- 
tors and  person'il  property  of  the  com- 
pany until  the  lofn  was  repaid.  This 
report  was  accepted  by  the  farmers 
and  ti  e  government,  the  final  act  be- 
ing accented  by  the  legis^am^e  in 
March.  1911,  s"nce  wh'ch  period  in  all 
our  deTberations  on  the  elevator  nuta- 
tion, the  Saskatchewan  act  has  been 
accepted  a>?  the  mod-l  on  which  the 
Alberta  system  shouM  be  based. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the 
report  of  the  elevator  committee  ac- 
reptrd  by  the  la^t  convention  and  in 
the  d'scussion  which  took  place  on 
that  report,  it  was  pointed  out  that 
there  was  a  number  of  points  'n  the 
Saskatchewrn  plnn  which  wpre  not  al- 
tosTcther  clear,  and  which,  after  cr^- 
ful  cons'deration.  your  comm'tf^e  bad 
dec'd'^d  were  far  from  sati^f''c*ory 
from  the  point  of  vi^w  of  the  fanriprs, 
and  recommended  that  whoever  had 
charge  of  the  drafting  of  the  Alberta 


24 


act  would  be  instructed  to  eliminate 
these  weak  points  and  provide  for  Al- 
berta a  system  in  which  the  absolute 
control  and  management  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  farmers  themselves,  with 
every  possible  chance  of  int(  rference 
from  any  other  source  elimmated. 

Your  committee  acted  on  these  rec- 
ommendations and  the  present  act 
incorporating  the  Alberta  Farmers' 
Co-operative  Elevator  company  is 
based  entirely  on  the  Saskatchewan 
act,  the  only  material  difference  being 
in  the  financing  of  the  elevators,  where 
as  had  already  been  discovered,  lay 
the  chief  weakness  of  the  Saskatche- 
wan system.  In  Alberta  it  was  felt 
that  we  must  provide  the  means  for 
raising  sufficient  funds  at  each  point 
where  an  elevator  was  built  to  finance 
the  purchasing  of  grain  at  that  point 
from  our  own  resources,  and  at  the 
same  time  provide  for  other  business 
than  the  handling  of  grain  at  tnat 
point.  It  was  also  necessary  to  pro- 
vide against  the  powerful  opposition 
of  the  elevator  combine  which  would 
most  certainly  have  to  be  faced.  It 
was  therefore  essential  that  in  draft- 
ing the  Alberta  act  that  the  financial 
end  of  the  business  be  guarded  very 
carefully  and  every  possible  means 
taken  to  provide  against  any  possibil- 
ity of  the  company  being  held  up  for 
lack  of  funds. 

Your  committee  believe  that  the  re- 
port of  the  work  of  the  company  and 
the  experience  the  company  has  been 
through  up  to  date,  more  than  justify 
the  precautions  which  were  taken  to 
insure  the  absolute  stability  of  the 
company  and  its  absolute  indepen- 
dence from  all  outside  interference. 

Your  committee  do  not  feel  that  it 
would  be  proper  in  this  report  to  make 
any  defence  of  the  criticisms  which 
have  been  levelled  at  them,  as  doubt- 
less ample  opportunity  will  be  given 


them  before  the  close  of  the  conven- 
tion, but  in  connection  with  the  nego- 
tiations with  the  Grain  Growers'  Grain 
company  we  wish  respectfully  to  point 
out  that  on  every  occasion  v/hich  this 
matter  has  been  referred  to  during  the 
last  two  years,  the  recommendations 
of  the  board  of  directors  and  the  an- 
nual conventions  have  been  that  nego- 
tions  should  be  entered  into  for  the 
handling  of  the  business  of  the  com- 
pany and  that  the  Grain  Growers' 
Grain  company  has  always  been  speci- 
fically ment-'oned  as  being  preferable 
to  any  orher. 

In  clo.5ing  this  report,  your  com- 
^nittee  wish  to  re-affirm  the  attitude 
which  they  have  maintained  in  regard 
to  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Co-operative 
Elevator  company  throughout  the 
year  and  are  prepared  to  defend  their 
course  of  action  if  called  upon  to  do 
so,  believing  as  they  do  that  in  our 
present  act  incorporating  the  Alberta 
Farmers'  Co-operative  Elevator  com- 
pany the  farmers  of  this  province  have 
the  most  effective  means  possible  for 
the  carrying  out  of  their  wishes  as  ex- 
pressed at  recent  conventions  and  for 
the  effective  combatting  of  the  false 
economic  conditions  which  have 
proved  so  detrimental  to  the  interests 
of  the  farmers  up  to  the  present  time. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

(Signed)       W.  J.  TREGILLUS, 
J.  QUINSEY, 
W.  S.  HENRY. 
RICE  SHEPPARD, 
E.  CARSWELL, 
E.  J.  FREAM, 
P.  P.  WOODBRIDGE. 

Geo.  Bevington,  a  member  of  the 
committee,  did  not  sign  the  above 
report. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
CO-OPERATION. 


Your  Executive  Committee  to 
whom  the  resolutions  on  co-operative 
enterprises  were  referred  to  last  year, 
beg  to  submit  the  following  report: 

In  taking  up  the  resolutions  dealing 
with  co-operative  enterprises  and  hav- 
ing in  mind  the  general  trend  of 
thought  in  this  direction,  your  Execu- 
tive have  found  themselves  in  a  field 


of  work  the  tremendous  extent  and 
variety  of  which  can  scarcely  be  es- 
timated, and  the  framing  of  a  report 
on  co-operation  , about  which  so  many 
volumes  have  already  been  written, 
presents  a  somewhat  difficult  task! 
not  that  there  is  any  lack  of  informa- 
tion in  _  our  possession,  but  through 
the  difficulty  experienced  in  deciding 
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just  what  to  include  and  just  what  to 
leave  out  from  the  material  at  our 
disposal. 

Before  referring  more  particularly 
to  the  question  of  co-operation  as  it 
affects  the  farmer  in  Western  Canada 
and  the  work  that  is  being  done  in 
this  direction,  perhaps  a  few  words  on 
the  general  principles  would  not  be 
out  of  place. 

What  does  co-operation  mean?  The 
simplest  explanation  arrived  at  by  di- 
rect translation  from  its  Latin  original 
used  2,000  years  and  more  ago,  is 
"working  together."  "In  unity  is 
strength"  and  co-operation  means  the 
binding  together  of  individuals  to  ob- 
tain by  united  effort  that  which  they 
cannot  obtain  alone.  Co-operation 
may  be  practised  and  applied  for  any 
purpose  whatsoever,  and  while  the. 
trend  of  general  opinion  in  Western 
Canada  is  perhaps  along  the  lines  of 
applying  the  principle  to  business 
alone,  such  is  very  far  from  being  its 
only  use  and  the  finest  examples  of 
true  co-operation  are  found  not  so 
much  in  business  as  in  social  and 
economic  matters. 

Our  principal  interest,  however,  at 
the  present  time  takes  the  form  of 
co-operative  societies  for  business  pur- 
poses, and  this  report  will  therefore 
be  devoted  mainly  to  the  principle  of 
co-operation  as  applied  to  such  socie- 
ties. The  question  has  been  asked,  are 
there  not  some  settled  principles  in 
actual  co-operation  just  as  there  are 
established  axioms  in  Euclid?  Cer- 
tainly there  are.  The  success  of  a  co- 
operative society  will  depend  on  these 
things : — 

(1)  A  code  of  rules  which  ensures 
fair  play  all  round. 

(2)  A  sufficient  trading  capital. 

(3)  A  capable  and  trustworthy  Com- 
mittee and  Secretary. 

(4)  The  strictest  honesty,  punctual- 
ity, unselfishness  and  loyalty 
among  the  members. 

(5)  The  exclusion  of  all  questions 
except  such  as  affect  the  business 
of  the  Society,  and  above  all 
things,  a  clear  understanding^  of 
the  true  meaning,  of  co-operation, 
or  working  together,  and  a  firm 
belief  of  self  help  by  mutual  help. 

Without  them  your  work  is  not 
truly  co-operative.  The  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  the  above  rules,  particularly 
Rules  4  and  5,  is  the  most  essential 
feature  of  a  really  co-operative  so- 
ciety.   A  strict  tab  should  be  kept  on 


all  applicants  for  admission  into  sucn 
a  society  and  no  one  accepted  whose 
reputation  for  honesty  and  industry  is 
in  the  slightest  degree  doubtful.  The 
constitution  of  a  co-operative  society 
must  be  democratic,  and  just  to  all, 
every  member  having  an  equal  voice 
in  the  election  of  the  managing  com- 
mittee or  board.  Given  these  essen- 
tials you  have  all  that  is  really  neces- 
sary for  the  organization  of  a  truly 
co-operative  society.  The  above  state- 
ments are  taken  from  the  writings  of 
some  of  the  most  famous  co-operators 
on  their  work  in  connection  with  some 
of  the  most  famous  co-operative 
movements  the  world  has  yet  seen. 

A  true  co-operator  will  not  allow 
himself  to  be  led  away  from  the  great 
principles  of  co-operation  by  techni- 
calities of  minor  importance.  If  some- 
thing appears  in  a  co-operative  so- 
ciety, vvhich  in  the  opinion  of  a  sincere 
co-opcrator  is  not  in  exact  accordance 
with  his  idea  of  what  it  should  be,  if 
he  exhibits  the  spirit  of  true  co-opera- 
tion, he  will  first  investigate  quietly 
the  reasons  for  such  an  apparent  de- 
parture from  the  true  principles  of 
co-operation,  and  if  on  investigation  it 
is  found  that  there  is  no  just  cause  for 
this  departure,  he  would  co-operate 
with  those  of  a  similar  mind  within 
the  organization  so  that  the  weak  fea- 
tures of  the  society  from  the  co-op- 
erative standpoint  might  be  remedied 
by  vote  of  the  members  of  that  society 
at  their  next  meeting. 

It  may  be  remarked  by  some  that 
your  committee  have  failed  to  make 
any  reference  as  yet  to  the  matter  of 
of  dividends.  Your  committee  have 
not  yet  done  so  because  in  the  course 
of  their  investigations,  which  have 
been  of  a  very  wide  character,  it  has 
been  found  that  the  system  of  paying 
dividends  employed  by  co-operative 
societies  whose  methods  and  reputa- 
tion cannot  be  questioned,  is  regulated 
according  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  such  societies  are  working. 
These  circumstances  may  be  of  a 
{  sDcial,  legislative,  or  economic  nature. 

■  Your  committee  have  no  hesitation  in 

■  stating  as  a  result  of  their  investiga- 
tions that  the  essential  feature  of  co- 
operat'on  is  the  working  together  of 
the  members  of  the  co-operative  so- 
ciety, and  that  a  society  working  un- 
der a  code  of  rules  insuring  fair  play 
to  all  and  an  equal  voice  in  the  man- 
agement of  tht  society  is  justified  in 

I  calling  itself  a  co-gperative  society, 
'.and,  having  these  features,  has  the 


real  spirit  of  co-operation.  It  is  pos- 
sible for  a  joint  stock  company  to 
declare  a  co-operative  dividend  if  the 
two  or  three  men  controlling  that 
company  wish  to  do  so.  It  is  possible 
for  a  co-operative  society  to  declare 
a  dividend  on  the  generally  accepted 
joint  stock  idea  if  the  shareholders  so 
desire,  and  so  long  as  the  shareholders 
retain  their  voting  rights  and  pajver 
of  equal  representation  so  that  they 
manage  their  own  society  in  their  own 
way,  the  society  is  still  co-operative. 

The  careful  analysis  of  the  methods 
employed  by  the  great  co-operative 
societies  reveals  the  fact  that  in  the 
declaring  of  dividends,  the  first 
thought  after  all  liabilities  and  expens- 
es have  been  met,  is  that  the  capital 
invested  in  the  society  shall  receive 
proper  recognition  no  matter  what  the 
status  of  the  investor.  The  amount  of 
the  dividend  is  regulated  by  the  pre- 
vailing rate  of  interest  for  money  in 
the  district  or  country  in  which  that 
society  exists.  Another  point  estab- 
lished as  a  result  of  the  investigations 
of  your  committee  is  that  the  great 
co-operative  societies  pay  particular 
attention  to  the  maintenance  of  a 
proper  and  adequate  reserve  fund,  and 
your  committee  have  found  that  this 
will  vary  from  15  per  cent  to  as  high 
as  35  per  cent  of  the  paid  up  capital 
of  the  society,  and  the  tendency  to 
strengthen  this  reserve*  fund  grows 
more  rapidly  every  year,  doubtless  in 
order  to  meet  modern  requirements. 
Many  instances  are  found  where  very 
drastic  methods  have  been  used  tO' 
increase  or  create  this  reserve. 

Now  a  few  words  as  to  the  future 
advancement  of  the  co-operative  idea 
in  connection  with  the  agricultural  in- 
dustry in  Western  Canada.  Those  who 
are  acquainted  with  industrial  condi- 
tions will  appreciate  the  fact  that  the 
work  might  well  be  divided  into  two 
sections,  both  receiving  the  attention 
of  the  farmer,  though  one  of  them 
possibly  does  not  come,  strictly  speak- 
ing, within  his  litie  of  activity. 

Agricultural  co-operative  societies 
take  the  form  of  mutual  organizations 
for  the  handling  of  the  various  lines 
of  farm  produce,  such  as  butter,  eggs, 
poultry,  cured  meats,  hay,  etc.,  and 
for  the  purchasing  in  bulk  of  such 
things  as  implements,  binder  twine, 
and  other  farm  necessities,  which  are 
essentionally  part  of  the  farming  in- 
dustry, even  going  so  far  as  co-opera- 
tive societies  for  the  purchasing  of 
live  stock.    Your  committee  believe 


that  the  organization  of  co-operative 

societies  for  the  selling  of  farm  prod- 
uce is  of  the  greatest  importance  at 
the  present  time,  and  the  organization 
of  such  societies  necessitates  provision 
for  finding  a  market  for  this  produce, 
providing  for  the  proper  distribution 
of  produce  in  the  highest  market 
available,  and  providing  against  any 
form  of  opposition  which  may  be  met 
with  from  the  older  established  pri- 
vate interests.  This  conclusion  nat- 
urally leads  to  the  second  phase  of 
the  work,  namely,  the  establishment 
of  co-operative  stores  to  receive  the 
produce  of  the  co-operative  societies. 

Dealing  with  the  latter  first,  your 
committee  wish  to  report  that  during 
the  past  year  careful  investigations 
have  been  carried  on  as  to  how  this 
movement  could  be  best  established 
on  a  permanent  and  successful  basis 
in  the  face  of  the  obstacles,  legislative 
and  otherwise,  which  confront  us. 
^our  committee  regret  that  they  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  complete  their 
work,  but  we  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  after  looking  into  the  sys- 
tem of  co-operative  stores,  exceeding 
200  m  number,  which  have  been  es- 
tablished through  the  Co-operative 
Organization  Department  of  the  Right 
Relationship  League  in  Minnesota  and 
the  surrounding  States,  and  also  after 
mvestigating  the  work  of  the  Irish 
Agricultural  Organization  Society, 
that  the  system  which  must  ultimately 
be  introduced  in  Western  Canada  for 
the  successful  carrying  on  of  such 
stores,  is  that  of  the  Central  Organiza- 
tion Department,  organizing  each 
store  on  standard  lines,  leaving  the 
actual  management  of  the  store,  large- 
ly, if  not  entirely,  in  the  hands  of  the 
local  shareholders,  but  at  the  same 
time  maintaining  careful  supervision 
and  direction  of  that  management 
from  the  Central  Office  through  a 
system  of  competent  organizers  or 
auditors,  making  regular  visits  to 
each  branch  that  is  organized.  Just 
how,  or  in  what  way  this  central  or- 
ganization department  should  be  es- 
tablished, your  committee  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  determine,  but  hope  that 
the  discussion  at  this  convention  will 
render  material  assistance  in  making 
a  decision  at  an  early  date. 

Turning  to  the  other,  and  in  our 
opinion,  equally  important  side  of  the 
question,  your  committee  believe  thai 
the  same  principle  will  have  to  be  ap- 
plied in  the  organization  of  agricul- 
tural  co-operative  societies   for  the 
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bulking  of  farm  produce  in  quantity 
wfticn  IS  essent.al  for  the  proper  and 
effective  selling  of  that  produce  in 
the  markets  of  the  world.  Ihe  es- 
tablishment of  an  organization  bureau, 
and  indeed  all  co-operative  work  that 
has  to  be  undertaken,  requires  capital. 
Past  experience  has  impressed  upon 
us  very  forcibly  the  advisability  of 
relying  as  little  as  possible  on  the 
Standard  Banks  and  the  main  prob- 
lem which  confronts  us  today  in  the 
working  out  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment is  that  of  making  the  finances  at 
our  disposal  cover  as  much  ground 
as  possible,  and  in  order  to  do  this, 
the  co-operation  of  all  the  larin>  rs 
organizations  already  in  existence 
should  be  sought  so  as  to  prevent  the 
overlapping  of  their  work.  Your  com- 
mittee believe  that  it  is  very  poor 
economy  for  any  one  organization  to 
expend  money  duplicating  the  work 
of  another  similar  organization  if  it  is 
at  all  possible  to  arrange  a  fair, 
equitable  system  of  co-operation  be- 
tween the  two. 

There  are  already  within  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada  a  large  number  of 
co-operative  organizations,  stretching 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  hand- 
ling as  a  specialty  a  large  number  of 
the  commodities  to  which  the  rnind  of 
the  farmer  naturally  turns  as  his  first 
consideration.  These  organizations 
having  their  respective  charters,  nat- 
urally differ  somewhat  in  detail,  but 
your  committee  believe  that  the  spirit 
of  co-operation  is  there  and  that  the 
management  of  the  majority  of  the 
companies  at  least  is  sincere  in  their 
desire  to  work  for  the  benefit  of  the 
members  in  their  society.  Your  com- 
mittee believe  that  there  is  nothing 
in  these  differences  of  detail  which 
renders  it  impossible  for  these  organ- 
izations to  meet  together  on  a  friendly 
basis,  but  are  strongly  of  the  opinion 
that  a  closer  business  relationship  be- 
tween the  various  organizations  would 
lead  to  the  strengthening  of  each  and 
would  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  the 
members  of  those  organization. 

Your  committee  therefore  strongly 
recommend  that  as  a  first  step  in  the 
movement  towards  closer  relationship 
between  the  various  farmers'  organiza- 
tions and  mutual  sympathy,  one  with 
the  other,  that  steps  be  taken  at  this 
convention  to  create  a  federated 
Board,  consisting  of  representatives 
from  the  big  farmers'  companies  and 
associations  of  Western  Canada  for 
the  purpose  of  developing  a  plan  by 


which  each  organization  can  fill  its 
part  in  the  building  up  of  a  great  co- 
operative organization  which  will 
place  the  produce  of  the  farmer  direct 
with  the  consumer  and  so  reduce  to 
a  minimum  the  enormous  spread 
which  at  present  exists  between  the 
selling  value  to  the  farmer  and  the 
purchasing  price  to  the  consumer,  and 
that  steps  be  taken  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible to  make  provision  for  the  co-op- 
erative organizations  of  other  prov- 
inces to  be  represented  on  this  Board. 

Your  committee  further  recommend 
that  the  Board  be  instructed  to  pro- 
ceed with  every  despatch  in  their  in- 
vestigation into  this  important  ques- 
tion so  as  to  be  in  a  position  to  re- 
port definitely  at  the  next  convention, 
and  if  possible  before  that,  through  the 
columns  of  our  off  cial  organ  "The 
Grain  Growers'  Guide." 

In  conclusion,  your  committee 
would  strongly  recommend  the  adop- 
tion by  this  convenlion  of  the  reso- 
lution which  has  already  been  passed 
by  the  convention  of  the  Manitoba 
Grain  Growers'  Association,  which 
reads  as  follows: 

/  Whereas,  this  convention  of  the 
Grain  Growers  and  the  farmers  it 
represents,  have  a  clear  recollection 
cf  the  disabilities  they  have  labored 
under  previous  to  the  creation  of  the 
Farmers'  Organizations  in  Western 
Canada,  and  have  a  clear  realization  of 
the  benefits  brought  about  as  a  result 
of  their  various  organizations;  and, 

Whereas,  through  the  creation  of 
several  farmers'  trading  organizations 
in  Western  Canada,  under  separate 
and  different  managements,  the  way 
may  possibly  be  opened  for  the  de- 
velopment of  rivalries  and  jealousies, 
the  tendency  of  which  would  be  to 
creat  misunderstanding  and  strife 
among  the  ranks  of  the  Grain  Grow- 
ers, when  cohesion  and  solidarity 
should  exist;  and. 

Whereas,  if  from  any  causes  what- 
soever, such  rivalry  and  jealousy 
should  arise,  it  would  not  only  largely 
undo  the  work  that  has  been  accom- 
plished in  the  past,  but  would  destroy 
in  a  very  great  degree  the  effective- 
ness of  the  Grain  Growers'  Associa- 
tions in  the  future;  and. 

Whereas,  it  is  not  only  in  their  own 
interest,  but  as  well  is  in  the  interest 
of  the  best  development  of  Canada 
that  the  Grain  Growers  of  the  three 
prairie  provinces  should  further  con- 


) 

rtolidate  and  unify  their  forces  inde- 
pendent of  any  political  control  or 
aff.liation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  this 
convention  representing  the  organized 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  hereby  express  in 
the  strongest  manner  possible  its  con- 
viction that  steps  should  at  once  be 
taken  to  increase  the  efficiency  and  to 
insure  the  continued  and  harmonious 
working  together  of  the  Associations, 
and  Organizations  known  as  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  the  Sas- 
katchewan Grain  Growers  Associa- 
tion, the  Manitoba  Grain  Growers'  As- 
sociation, the  Alberta  Farmers'  Co-op- 
erative Elevator  Co.,  the  Saskatche- 
wan Co-operative  Elevator  Co.  and 
the  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Co.,  and  to 
the  achievement  of  this  purpose,  urge: 

1st. — That  a  Federated  Board  com- 
posed of  two  representatives  from 
each  of  the  various  bodies,  meet  at 
least  three  times  a  year  at  such  point 
or  points  as  may  be  mutually  agreed 
upon,  and  that  the  expense  connected 
therewith  be  arranged  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  the  said  Board  may  decide. 


2nd. — That  the  business  of  the  said 
Board  should  be  to  develop  and  foster 
the  spirit  of  unity  of  purpose  in  the 
various  activities  of  the  organized 
farmers,  along  Social,  Legislative  and 
Economic  lines,  and  particularly  the 
idea  of  intelligent  co-operation  among 
all  Western  farmers  toward  the  end 
of  lowering  the  cost  of  the  necessaries 
of  life  they  require  and  getting  the 
cheapest  and  most  direct  road  to  the 
consumer  for  what  they  produce. 

3rd. — That  our  Executive  Officers 
be  asked  to  bring  this  resolution  be- 
fore the  conventions  of  the  Sister  As- 
sociation, and  the  meeting  o/f;  the 
Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture,  soon 
to  be  held,  and  invite  their  co-opera- 
tion and  also  that  of  the  various  trad- 
ing companies  mentioned  above. 

4th. — That  our  Executive  be  hereby 
instructed  to  report  at  the  next  Annual 
Convention  of  this  Association  as  to 
the  progress  made  toward  the  attain- 
ment of  the  purpose  above  set  out. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 


REPORTS  AND  ACCOUNTS 

 OF  

THE  UNITED  FARMERS  OF  ALBERTA 

Covering  the  Period  from  1st  January,  1913  to 
31^  December,  1913 


January  20,  1914. 

The  Directors, 

The  United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
Dear  Sirs: 

We  have  now  completed  the  audit 
of  the  books  and  accounts  of  your 
organization  at  Calgary  for  the  twelve 
months  ending  31st  December,  1913, 
and  beg  to  hand  you  heiewith  state- 
ment of  receipts  and  disbursements 
covering  the  period. 

The  work  has  been  carefully  checked 
throughout  the  period,  and  found  in 
order,  while  all  disbursements  are 
fully  vouched  with  the  exception  of 
sundry  disbursements  for  postages. 

You  will  note  from  the  statement 
now  submitted  that  the  revenue  from 
membership  dues  amounts  to  $4744.90. 
In  this  connection,  however,  we  would 
draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
this  figure  represents  the  total  amount 
collected  during  the  year  1913,  al- 
tho-agh  a  proportion  of  these  dues 


cannot  be  considered  as  forming  al- 
together revenue  for  the  past  year, 
as  they,  under  the  present  system,  car- 
ry the  member  for  twelve  months 
from  the  date  of  payment,  this  ex- 
tending in  some  cases  to  the  month  of 
December,  1914.  It  has  not  been  pos- 
sible at  this  date  to  determine  what 
proportion  of  these  dues  belong  to 
the  year  1914  and,  as  in  the  past,  the 
statement  contains  all  of  the  revenue 
collected  from  this  source.  We  would, 
however,  point  out  the  desirability  of 
making  such  arrangements  as  will  en- 
able the  amounts  paid  in  advance  to 
be  carried  forward  to  the  year  on 
which  they  apply,  thus  allowing  each 
year  to  show  clearly  the  revenue  ap- 
plicable to  same. 

Yours  respectfully, 

SCOTT  &  STUART. 
Per  George  A.  Stuart. 
Chartered  Accountants. 
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STATEMENT   OF   RECEIPTS   AND   DISBURSEMENTS   FOR  THE 
TWELVE  MONTHS  ENDING  31ST  DECEMBER,  1913. 

Disbursements 

Office  Salaries    $2,503.50 

P.  P.  VVoodbridge  (Secretary)    $1,200.(X) 

Office  Staff    1,303.50 


$2,503.50 


Printing  and  Advertising    1,687.35 

Organizer's  and  Officer's  Expenses  (Traveling,  etc.) . ,  1,18.1.60 

Organizer's   Expenses    $  435.35 

Officer's   Expenses   746.25 


$1,181.60 


Postage    477.50 

Office  Rent    460.f)0 

Office  Furniture  Purchased    435.65 

Membership  Buttons    222.20 

Multigraphing  and  Multigraph  Supplies    118.80 

Rent  of  Rooms  for  Meetings    157.00 

Board  of  Trade  Rooms,  etc   $  57.00 

Paget  Hall    100.00 


$  157.00 


Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture    lOO.OO 

Office  Expenses    489.37 

Stationery    $  247.15 

Typewriter  and  Office  Supplies    23.55 

Light   12.00 

Caretaker    AS.Od 

Secretary's  Bond    10.00 

Maps  and  Tracings    50.00 

Clean  Towel  Supply  'Co   12.00 

Telegraph  and  Telephone   •••   86.87 


$  489.57 


Miscellaneous  Expenses   ;   132.67 

N.  Butcher  &  Co.  (re  Railway  Commission)   $  43.82 

Repairs,  Shelving,  etc   15.85 

Miss  Thomas    12.00 

Calgary  Exhibition    19.00 

Freight  and  Express    42.00 


$  132.67 


Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce    3©3.02 

Cash  in  Bank  31st  Dec,  1913    $  502.35 

Cash  in  Bank  1st  Jan.,  1913    299.33 


$  203.02  $8,148.86 

Receipts 

Meml^ership  Fees   $4,744.90 

Ordinary  Members    $4,704.90 

Life  Members    36.00 

Members  at  Large   .'   4.00 


$4,744.90 


M 


) 


Grants  and  Su'bscriptions    2,3'79.40 

Department  of  Agriculture   $1,090.00 

Grain  Growers'  Grain  Co.,  Ltd   UOOD.'OO 

City  of  'Calgary    103.00 

Collected  at  1913  Convention    279.40 


$2,379.40 


Campaign  Fund    248.75 

Sale  of  Buttons  and  Stationery,  etc   748.66 

Membership  Buttons    $  268.10 

Stationery  Supplies    368.62 

iMultigraph  Sales    111.94 


$  748.66 


Convention,  1913    47.15 


(Being  amount  repaid  in  connection  with  pool  re  railroad  fares.) 

$8,168  86 

Calgary,  20th  January,  1914.    Subject  to  our  report  of  this  date. 

SCOTT  &  STUART, 
Per  GEO.  A.  STUART.  Chartered  Accountants. 
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LIST  OF  DELEGATES  TO  SIXTH  ANNUAL  CON- 
VENTION, LETHBRIDGE,  JANUARY, 
1914 


Name.  Union. 

J.  P.  Rora'beck  Buffiio  ^»ird 

Robt.  M.  Fee  Nci  I'.r-inipton 

Thos.  Fitzgerald . .  Crosslield 

J.  E.  Blore   Craiirmyle 

W.  D.  Trego   Gleiohen 

G.  M.  Drinnan. . . .  Gadsby 
E.  H.  F.  Gcngc .  . .  Acme 
T.  H.  Carmodc.  . .  Acme 

I.  W.  Reid  .Pleasant  View 

Adrian  A.  Dakiii .  .Ihree  Hills 

E.  A.  Fisher-Smith  Victoria 

R.  Hennig   Victoria 

J.  H.  Crompton. .  .Sunnyvale 

A.  Rawlins   Alby 

H.  C.  Haecker. ..  .liloom'ton  Valley 
J.  E.  Elliot  Irma 

W.  T.  Barber  Irma 

Mr.  Sandercock . .  .  Vcgreville 

J.  C.  McLeod  Battle  Valley 

H.  J.  Sullivan  La'  esend 

F.  G.  Hinton  Winona 

P>ed  Collins  Dewberry 

Wm.  H.  Anderson. Dewberry 
L.  R.  Davison  Ranfurley 

F.  B.  Sulman  Blackfoct 

E.   Plater  , .  Bl-'.;kfoot 

Fred  Thorensen . , .  \'  iking 

J.  'G.  Buehler  ^'ioctone 

G.  White  Ct-aigmyle 

N.  C.  Nielson  Craigmyle 

B.  W.  Purcell  Poseview 

A.  H.  Dean  Castor 

Jas.  A.  Naylor. . . .  Gleichen 

J.  L.  Wardrop  K.  Clover  Bar 

E.  L.  Williams.  . .  .  Clover  Bnr 
W.  F.  Wilkinson  . .  Clover  Bar 
Robert  Marsden  . .  Excel 

H.  H.  Shaw  CIHchen 

B.  M.  Richardson.  Wavv  Lake 
J.  H.  'Johnson  A'-d-  ie 

P.  P.  Wocdbrid;re.  A'rdrie 

F.  C.  Claire  Edmonton 

J.  A.  Graff  T5(^;^oker 

Ma^  Albert   Be^^rker 

C.  F.  Sohrke  neicpVei- 

Tos.  Sil'bernagel . . .  BeicpVer 

F.  E.  Miner.   P'M=eker 

A.  Guv  .  Mcr^''f°rty 

Don  Pawsev   McCnfferiy  ■ 

P.  G.  Pawsey  MoCp.tfertv 

Ja.^.  Tavl-r  McCaffertv 

J.  L.  McCaffertv .  .^'TcCafFerty 
Herbert  Spencer ..  McCaffertv 

W.  J.  Jacl'-man  .  E.  Clover  Bar 

Geo.  R.  Ball  W.  Salisbury 

Ole   Peterson  S^anm-^re 

Henry  Eyben  Autumn  Leaf 


Name.  Union. 

J.  G.  Ranby  Keoma 

John  Jones  North  Pole 

,\1.  E.  'Clark  Creighton 

E.  C.  Davison  Streamstown 

F.  Savage  Streamstown 

C.  H.  M'Farquhar.  Bottrel 

A.  T.  Schneider.  . .  Melville 
C.  M.  Steenberg.  . .  Rose  view 

M.  B.  Mabee  Roscview 

J.  F.  Portfors  Red  Rose 

I .  E.  Bergh  Cereal 

C.  W.  Springford. .  Stretton 
Manin  Nelson ....  Lake  Demay 

TL  Sorensen  Strathmore 

T.  Smith  Cum'beriand 

J.  R.  Lindsav  Clover  Bar 

W.  H.  T.  Oli'-e.  . .  Roseview 

C.  .i.  Chase  Clnny 

W.  Boyden  Clnny 

Wm.  Mcllvridc  . .  .  Rowley 

Is.  X.  Hayes  Gleichen 

R.  B.  Hayes  .Gleichen 

Wm.  J.  Ewing.  . .  .  Amunson 
Albert  Dawson  ....  Hand  Hills 

E.  Ci.iswell  Red  Deer 

P.  S.  Austin  Ranfurlv 

Geo.  B^vington. . .  Spruce  Grove 

J.  'Mcsser  Brushy  Ridge 

R.  J.  Resch  Loyalist 

'G.  Mortimer  Horse  Creek 

G.  S.  Weger  Lak  eside 

John  Nesbit  Zetland 

R.  H.  Tanner  Zetland 

W.  Rogers  Penhrld 

W.  C.  Turnbuil.  . .  Onovvay 

J.  C.  N.dsen.  ......  Stranp-miiir 

A.  AnJerson  Stra'i^muir 

Chriy  Cliristensen.  Strans-muir 
CLas.  Friedland.  . .  Hindville 

J.  A.  Leaf  Broadview 

Gurt  Edv\all  Camrose 

P.  O.  Anderson.  .  .M.  Conjurin-  Creek 

B.  Hil/rert  >.'ilnerton 

Ral^h  TIenshaw. .  ~  Endiang 

O.  N.  Clever  Wavy  La'-'e 

A.  W.  Weeks  Wavy  La'- e 

H.  G.  Vjckery  Wavy  La'-e 

H.  Janiieson  Bu^ju  Lake 

J.  A.  Murray  Wil'  ;w  Flollow 

H.  Gillespie  Stainsleigh 

Harry  Foreman.  . .  Killarney 
E.  K.  Robbins..  ..  R'd  Wilh  v 

Jro.  Alleood  Gleichen 

Wm.  Kirkup  (^lcich'.!i 

Jas.  IN'finer  Mclvi'lr 

Jno.  G^ambeck.  .  ,  Quecr.?towu 
E.  B.  Welshmuir..  Langdon 
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Name. 


Union. 


Name. 


Union. 


E.  I>.  Venus  Hand  Hills 

R.  i^indsay  Drumheiler 

J.  S.  Kactray  BotLrel 

Rice  Sheopard.  . .  .  Stiathcona 

J.  A.  Lennox  Rocky  'Coulee 

Ro'bt.  vVhitfield.  . .  Horse  Creek 
D.  MicEachern. . .  .  Horse  Creek 

Paul  Farnells  Halkirk 

Thos.  btyles  Halkirk 

W.  Skinner  Riverton 

T.   Durnni  Riverton 

A.  S^ea  man  Penhold 

Gus   Hilker  Red  Willow 

John  Dekker  Gilby 

J.  J.  Price  Carlton 

J.  E.  O'Brien  Youngstown 

Geo.  Easson  Botha 

Louis  bassler  Botha 

Chas.  Mullcr  Swan  Hill 

Andrew  Ulson...  Miquelon 

Dave  Kiddie  Endiang 

Jno.  Maygard.  . .  .  Gwynne 

F.  A.  Iddings  Lacombe 

S.  M.  Burger  Bcntley 

Jno.  Suggctt  Bentley 

B.  B.  ShuLz  Namao 

Edward  Ohman..  Rainy  Hill 

J.  D.  Miller  Broadview 

A.  S.  Edwards  Broadview 

Thos.  B.  Phillips.  -Asker 

Jno.  Kryting   Asker 

Stanley  Vetter  Asi-er 

Roy  Vald  •  -  Asker 

Chas.  Mc Arthur.  - .  Downing 
Hugh  Symington  . .  Silver  Lake 
Chas.  W.  Maier.  . .  Colinton 

J.  A.  Adshead  Stcttler 

R.Zimmerman  Stetller 

Robt.  C.  Kewley. .  Monitor 

A.  Harper  Wood  River 

F.  J.  Bullock  Wood  River 

Jno.  Fredrickson ..  Maple  Glen 

Chris  White  Red  Deer 

J.  W.  Wilson  Sunshine 

D.  V.  F^"ke  Sunshine 

W.  H.  Maxfield.  ..  Namao 

F.  W.  Edler  Younp-stown 

Jos.  Stauffer  Olds 

L.  Rye  Namao 

F.  T.  Maddex  Ellsworth 

D.  Pierson  Carstairs 

H.  W.  Wood  Carstairs 

S.  Boucher  Victor 

P.  J.  Rock  Sarcee  Butte 

A.  C.  B.  Grenville.  Sarcee  Butte 
J.  A.  Bishop. .....  Beddin<?ton 

Chas.  Bowie  Ferry  Point 

E.  €.  F.  Murrell..  Brol-en  Hill 

E.  Owens  Sullivan  Lake 

Henrv  Christians.,  ^^d  Willow 
Wm  Gunn  Wavcrley 

A.  K.  Enderberg. .  raflc>er  Lake 
Fred  Bratten  Badjjcr  T  ake 

F.  Flborn  Connautrht 

A.  Wilton  Great  Bend 


L.  McKinnon....  Needmore 
Ijonald  Cameron ..  Lakeview 

J.  M.  Hay  Lakeview 

P.  .Mitchell  Lakeview 

Lorne  AlcComb.  . .  Hogadone 
J.  L.  McDougall ..  Loyalist 

A.  A.  Fisher  Veteran 

A.  L.  Houit  Veteran 

G.  R.  Orchard   Veteran 

Wm.  B.  Larson.  ..  Rainy  Hill 

Peter  Dick  Didsbury 

Jas.  McKenzie  ....  Hogodone 
A.  O.  Hall  Floral 

E.  Richards  Tan  Y  Bryn 

Geo.  Huser  Floral 

F.  S.  James  Climax 

D.  R.  Elder  Crocus  Plains 

J.  Bishop  W.Salisbury 

Jas.  liocd  viaple  Glen 

L  Pickles  Castor 

C.  C.  Burncll  Strathcona 

R.  Simpson  Glenwood 

A.  V/oodley  Crocus  Plains 

T.  L.  Perry  .  .Beddinton 

P.  Nelson  Melville 

A.  Rhyason  ^fclville 

J.  H.  Drew  Kitscoty 

J.  A.  Webber  Provost 

K.  Watson   Provost 

R.  D.  Bower  ]!iQ:h  River 

F.  M.  Creighton.  . .  Youncrstown 

J.  G.  McKay  Provost 

F.  McLachlan  Winona 

J.  W.  Wiley  Provost 

A.  Rom  Craigmyle 

H.  Bower  Red  Deer 

J.  B.  Code  ^Tonitor 

C.  A.  Bee':  Strome 

F.  '   Powell..  Edwell 

W  "     Pi X ley  FdwCil 

H.  d.  Clough  Fdwell 

T.  Wilson  Custer 

J.  W.  Forster  Parks  Prairie 

D.  McLean  Paries  Prairie 

W.  A.  Dodds  Lit:le  Gap 

H.  Wosster  Strathmore 

J.  F.  Hansel  Gadsby 

Jos.  Knutson  Carbon 

J.  Patterson  Acme 

T.  N.  Endicotte ....  Munson 
W.  W.  Bolick   Standard 

B.  L.  Wace  Strathmore 

M.  E.  Sly  Strathmore 

Tas.  Ccmer  Edwell 

H.  Comer  Fdwell 

N.  T.  Hall  Queenstov/n 

T.  Buci-erfield  Strathmore 

T.  J.  Kasha  Pr^  s-ressire 

'C.  A.  Fawcett  Consort 

Arthur  Redel  Consort 

A.  P.  Patchett  ^trathmore 

C.  Tyson  Balfour 

G.  E.  Malchow  Balfour 

Peter  Hunter  Mountain  Peak 

L.  F.  Hunter  Mountain  Peak 
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Nam«. 


Union. 


Name. 


UnioB. 


J.  E.  Gustus  Airdrie 

G.  D.  Chute  Chailey 

F.  Lang  Clarcsholm 

L.  W.  Potts  Green  Valley 

W.  H.  Shield  Macleod 

W.  N.  Damon  Ralhwell 

(  McBride 
ThoB.  Purdy  <  Rathwell 

i  iMcBride 

R.  Gates  Fairacres 

M.  Alsager  Leihton 

M.  L,  inughes  Leihton 

S.  A.  Carson  Namao 

R.  F.  VVellman  Namao 

A.  Rosenberger. . .  Airdrie 

Geo.  'Cogan  Airdrie 

Ed  Rosenberger  . .  Airdrie 

T.  Rist  Airdrie 

W.  'M.  Douglas.  . .  Carbon 

S.  Stirrett  Kingman 

J.  Quinsey  Noble 

D.  S.  Roberts  H(jrsehaven 

D.  C.  Webster  Horsehaven 

George  VVolt  Linda 

D.  Buckingham  .  . .  Stettler 

Jas.  Priestley  Onoway 

W.  G.  Way  Strathmore 

A.  J.  Thompson.  . .  Consort 

B.  Clayton  Airdrie 

C.  E.  Hc^back  Airdrie 

C.  W.  Nixdorff.  ..  Airdrie 
Chris  P.  Dahl  Standard 

H.  J.  Angell-Evans  Progressive 

R.  :5ha\v  Claresholm 

N.  M.  McMillan.  .  ..Gleichen 

A.  F.  Wilson  Gleichen 

H.  C.  Wingate  Ca^^ley 

C.  A.  Stanfield  Garden  Plains 

W.  J.  Tregillus.  ..  Spruce  Vale 

J.  L.  Sparrow  Fairgrove 

J.  H.  Long  Nairlo 

C.  Rice  Jones  Veteran 

A.  C.  Muir  Eye  Hill 

D.  W.  Warner  Clover  Bar 

F.  H.  Herbert  Strathcona 

C.  B.  Potter  Ferry  Point 

C.  E.  Burford  Minburn 

August  Helberg.  . .  Deer  Creek 

J.  B.  Gallager  Sexton  Creek 

Thos.  Verberg  Sextcn  Creek 

B.  V.  Nixon  ;  Sexf-n  Creek 

C.  E.  Johnson  Breed  Creek 

P.  J.  Becker  Breed  Creek 

J.  A.  Brownlee  Lucky  Strike 

J.  W.  'Deringer  Lucky  Strike 

M.  Locke  Sexton  Creek 

N.  D.  Garrison  River  Bend 

H.  C.  McDaniel.  ..  Whitla 

J.  'M.  Foughty  'Carlstadt 

C.  T,  Hildahl  Carlstadt 

J.  W.  Barnes  Rocky  Coulee 

J.  F.  Flynn  '. 'Many  Berries 

W.  L.  Johnson.  . .  .  Lost  Lake 

H.  W.  Sears  Lost  Lake 

C.  G.  Koostcr  Lost  Lake 


O.  P.  Aspland  Barnwell 

John  Olson  Prairie  Dell 

Aug.  Lindstadt  Prai  ie  Dell 

W.  Orr  ..Seven  Persons 

J.  Y.  Clark  Car'stadt 

H.  R.  Kaslow  Rainv  Valley 

L  E.  Miller  AUcrsville 

W.  H.  Nickson.  .  .  Cowley 
W.  F.  Fisher  Cowky 

F.  H.  Fowler  Rollmg  Green 

A.  P.  Hemple  Rolling  Green 

N.  H.  Nathorst.  .  .  Pincher 

E.  J.  Scott  Summerview 

H.  W.  Rowley ....  Masinasin 

J.  A.  Blust  Masinasin 

J.  K.  Van  Petters.  Camrose 

Thos.  G.  Gott  Ferry  Point 

A.  J.  Trewin  Glenada 

A.  L.  Hoer  Weybridge 

G.  A.  Thomas  Blue  Grass 

Jas.  F.  Johnson. .  .Stavely 

A.  J.  Pestell  Stavely 

G.  A.  Shamberger.bharcn  ^ 

H.  L.  Cooper  Sunnyhill 

E.  E.  Sparks  River  Bend 

E.   Pinchbeck  Spruce  Grove 

H.  Knauss  Weybridge 

G.  H.  Roberts ....  Sexton  Creek 

C.  E.  Young  Sexton  Creek 

J.  Bollinger  Five  Mile 

D.  Sims  Berry  water 

J.  Carruthers  Berryv/ater 

H.  L.  Miles  Sunnyhi.l 

A.  E.  Chudly  Greensward 

H.  G.  Engleting.  .  Many  Berries 
R.  Henderson  Pincher 

B.  Polinkas  Whitla 

S.  G.  Rolfson  Ccmrey 

G.  F.  Podoll  Sunnyhill 

S.  Flexhanij  Catchum 

H.  H.  Redding.... Alby 
D.  G.  Ferguson.  .  .Alby 
Frank  James  Alby 

R.  Vonbrock  Allersville 

D.  D.  Kennedy.  ..  , /Allersville 

G.  O.  Risbcld  AUersville 

H.  Stoutenberger-  .  Cowley 
A.  E.iShuttleworth  P.lackie 
W.  Thompson  .  . .  p>elmont 

Jas.  Smith  j^'^lmont 

J.  Broderson  Alby 

G.  Simmons   •  armaneay  W. 

J.  At'-ins  Carmanp-ay  W. 

C.  Blunden   Rocky  Coulee 

iL   Wil'  inson  W.  Lethbrido-e 

Albert  Frith  W.  Lethbridge 

J.  W.  Wilford  \  tavely 

'\  Ca^'l^raith  )'runetta 

J.  C.  Doherty  Peigan  Valley 

C.  A.  Barby  Peigan  Valley 

G.  A.  Russe'.l  Miners  Coulee 

M.  C.  Duffield..  ..^Prino-  Ridge 

D.  R.  Easter  Kasimir 

W.  S.  Henry  Bow  island 

H.  McKenzie  Altorado 
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Name 


Union 


Name 


Uniort 


M.  L.  Bowen  Bow  Island 

Thos.  Shcppard.  . .  Cowley 

J.  C.  Drcwry  Cowley 

R.  L.  Burr  Kippen 

Fred  Yoager  Pendant  d'Oreill-i 

S.  H.  Hooper  kolhng  Grv... 

L.  W.  Barrett.  ..  .A  dcrsyde 

W.  B.  Thorne  Aldersyde 

W.  S.  Blackmcr . .  .Sextcn  Creek 

R.  W.  Reed  Garden  Prairie 

W.J.  Holdin>.r  Carnforth 

J.  A.  Currie  12  Mile  CnuU'C 

B.  R.  Talbot  IJ  Mile  Coulee 

V,  L.  Llovd  Carlstadt 

G.  W.  Johnson ....  Provost 

Gabriel  Olson  Prominent  Hlits. 

J.  A.  Thompson.  .  Valley  View 

C.  J.  Berg  Five  Mile 

G.  Benson   Vivq  Mile 

T.  O.  Nestini;  Seven  Pcrs 

C.  H.  Par.ee  Taber 

L,  M.  Peel  Co  wh  y 

S.  L.  Hooper  Mere 

R.  H.  Richardson.  Mcv^ 

C.  Fitzpatrick  Brc'  eyc 

F.  Xat^le  rruiicna 

F.  Swanby  Carlstadt 

(j.  .Macombcr  Ouecnstown 

F.  G.  Smith  F.rer.sretic 

J.  A.  Scott  Srmnierview 

J.  Maxwell  Snmm?rv!cvv 


J.  H.  Chandler.  ..Sun  Prairie 

J.  H.  Garbutt  Sun  Prairie 

Alex  Bourne  Sun  Prairie 

H.  M.  Shaw  Sun  Prairie 

Wm.  Law  Mainfield 

Jno.  Navm   .Plainfield 

F.  VV.  Topping. .  . .  Peerless 

C.  C.  Sheets  Hillvi-.'w 

\V.  F.  Petcrsmeyer  Hillview 
Wm.  Isaac   . .  Noble 

L".  F,  Ingram  Sundial 

G.  VV.  JUichanan . .  Cowlev 

T.  S.  Wheeler  Winr.ington 

F.  M.  Bo  werman ..  Cowley 
p.  C.  Arnestad  balfour 

McLeod  ^  Mirion 

VV.  J.  Winning. ..  .Winnington  f 
W.  H.  Hunter  Sweet  Vailev 

H.  Wright  Sweet  Valley 

J.  E.  Creisjhton ....  Broadview 
A.  E.  Pcntland. . . .  r.owell 

Paul  Madge  Energetic 

Geo.  Gow   .Cowl'jv 

Ino.  A.  Lund  Wheat;ar<! 

h-a  H.  Allen  Wh-.atlaml 

P.  E.  Becker  Bow  Island 

G.  A.  Dixon   Spri'-'-jf  Ridge 

.las.  Bower  Red  Deer 

J.  G.  Clarke   Irma 

Chas.  Xe''f  Chirook 

j .  Ken-.n:'.3  Cow  I-^v 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1914. 


Gentlemen:  — 

Your  Board  of  Directors  and  the 
Executive  Committee  beg  to  submit 
the  following  report  for  your  approv- 
al:— 

It  is.  with  the  deepest  regret  and 
genuine  sorrow  that  it  should  fall 
upon  us  to  report  to  this  Convention 
the  sudden  death  of  our  esteemed 
President,  Mr.  W.  J.  Tregillus,  who 
passed  away  on  Thursday  morning, 
November  12th,  from  typhoid  fever, 
at  the  age  of  56  years. 

Mr.  Tregillus  had  just  returned 
from  the  important  conference  w*ith 
the  Canadian  Manufacturers'  Associa- 
tion at  Winnipeg,  arriving  home  on 
the  Sunday  morning  previously.  His 
work  at  Winnipeg  had  been  of  a 
very  strenuous  nature  and  while  on 
his  return  he  complained  of  feeling 
unwell,  it  was  not  felt  that  anything 
serious  was  the  matter  until  his  re- 
moval to  the  Hospital  a  few  hours 
before  his  death.  The  sad  news, 
therefore,  came  as  a  great  shock  to 
us  all. 

We  believe  that  this  Convention 
and  our  members  generally  will  con- 
cur with  us  in  saying  that,  in  the 
death  of  Mr.  W.  J,  Tregillus,  who 
has  been  associated  with  the  work 
of  the  farmers'  organizations  so  long, 
and  who  has  so  ably  filled  the  position 
of  our  President  for  the  past  three 
years,  w.e  have  sustained  a  loss  which 
our  Association  will  feel  for  many 
years  to  come. 

Believing  that  it  would  meet  with 
your  approval,  your  Directors  have 
had  an  "In  Memoriam"  folder  printed 
for  distribution  to  members  of  our 
Association.  We  felt  that  this  per- 
haps would  be  the  best  means  by 
which  we  could  convey  to  relatives 
and  friends  the  esteem  in  which  we 
held  one  who  had  been  our  co-worker 
for  so  long.  It  is  hoped  that  some  of 
these  folders  will  be  in  the  hands  of 


our  Secretary  for  distribution  to  dele- 
gates to  this  Convention. 

Committees. 

In  the  year  which  has  just  closed 
there  have  been  held  four  meetings 
of  the  full  Board  and  five  meetings 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

At  the  Board  meeting  immediately 
following  the  last  Convention,  various 
committees  were  appointed  to  look 
after  certain  work  and  of  these  the 
Legislative,  Pork  Packing,  and  Market 
and  Transportation  Committees  will 
report  separately,  as  will  also  the 
members  of  the  Canadian  Council  of 
Agriculture.  The  past  year  has  been 
a  very  busy  one  and  many  important 
problems  have  had  to  be  met  by 
your  Board,  requiring  immediate  and 
vigorous  action. 

Sample  Markets. 

The  question  of  sample  markets  is 
perhaps  one  which  should  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Market  and  Transporta- 
tion Committee.  It  may  be  mentioned 
in  passing,  however,  that  your  Direc- 
tors have  reason  to  believe  that  at 
least  one  attempt  was  to  have  been 
made  to  introduce  the  sample  market 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  farmers' 
organizations  had  seen  no  cause  to 
change  their  former  opinions  so  often 
expressed  in  regard  to  same.  For- 
tunately news  of  the  proposed  move- 
ment reached  us  in  time  and  the 
three  Provincial  Associations  prompt- 
ly took  the  matter  up  with  the  Domin- 
ion Government  and  the  Board  of 
Grain  Commissioners  and  the  move- 
ment failed  to  develop.  The  matter 
is,  however,  one  in  regard  to  which 
we  must  ever  be  on  guard. 

Municipal  Stockyards. 

Your  Directors  regret  that  the  out- 
look for  union  stockyards  and  public- 
owned  abbatoirs,  both  at  Calgary  and 
Edmonton,  which  looked  so  promising 
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last  year,  is  now  far  from  satisfactory, 
and  in  Calgary  the  by-law  for  the 
purchase  of  the  franchise  at  present 
held  by  the  Alberta  Stockyards  Co., 
was  defeated  by  the  ratepayers. 
The  principal  cause  for  this  may 
probably  be  traced  to  the  financial 
stringency  which  was  greatly  aggra- 
vated by  the  outbreak  of  war. 

There    is    no    doubt  that  the  live 
stock  market  question  and  the  prob- 
lem  as   to   how   same   can   best  be 
handled  is  a  very  serious  matter,  part- 
ly on  account  of  the  obvious  fact  that 
under  normal  conditions  and  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  rapid  growth 
of  mixed  farming,    the    facilities  at 
present  in  sight  are  totally  inadequate 
if  the  farmer  is  to  get  a  square  deal, 
and  partly  because  whatever  policy 
is  adopted  in  an  effort  to  solve  the 
problem,    a    very    large  amount  of 
money  will  be  involved.    It  therefore 
behooves  us  to  study  the  question  very 
carefully  and  use  every  effort  to  se- 
cure the  benefit  of  the  practical  ex- 
perience of  others  so  that  our  deci- 
sion may  be  sound  and  in  line  with 
modern  requirements.    Your  Directors 
understand  that  stock-yard  companies 
have  either  been  formed  or  are  in 
course  of  formation  at  both  Calgary 
and  Edmonton,  and  will  seek  to  place 
stock    among    farmers.    We  would 
suggest  that  any  such  advances  be 
treated  with  caution  until  such  time 
as  your  Board  have  passed  on  same. 

Hail  Insurance. 

Your  Board  note  with  pleasure  the 
success  achieved  by  the  Rural,  Muni- 
cipal, or  Co-operative  system  of  Hail 
Insurance  and  hope  to  see  this  plan 
largely  extended  within  the  next  few 
years.  There  are  doubtless  a  number 
of  details  which  will  have  to  be  im- 
proved on  and  doubtless  will  be,  as 
the  system  continues  to  develop  and 
grow  financially  safer  and  stronger. 
Meanwhile,  the  principle  is  a  sound 
one  and  our  members  wherever  pos- 
sible, should  find  it  tp  their  advantage 
to  give  the  scheme  a  fair  trial. 

As  usual  your  Board  were  approach- 
ed from  various  quarters  by  private 
Hail  Insurance  Companies  for  an  en- 
dorsation  of  their  policy,  but  so  far 
pur  investigations  have  not  warranted 
us  in  meeting  such  requests.  On  the 
contrary,  we  find  that  in  a  few  in- 


stances this  year  at  least,  we  would 
have  been  warranted  in  warning  our 
unions,  but  the  hail  insurance  busi- 
ness is  so  uncertain  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  make  any  forcasts  in 
regard  to  any  company.  At  times, 
even  the  strongest  companies  will 
meet  with  such  losses  that  difficulties 
arise  in  making  settlement,  while 
others  less  sound  financially,  have 
only  a  small  percentage  of  losses  and 
pull  through  successfully. 

Your  Board  is  informed  by  the 
Secretary  that  many  complaints  have 
been  coming  in  recently  and  we  would 
suggest  that  our  unions  use  their 
organization  to  better  purpose  in 
matters  of  this  kind.  The  Secretary 
has  on  hand  at  the  Central  Office, 
reports  from  the  Government  Insur- 
ance Departments,  both  Dominion 
and  Provincial,  and  if  these  reports 
were  backed  up  by  statements  from 
our  unions  as  to  the  general  exper- 
ience of  farmers  in  their  district'D, 
with  the  various  line  companies  we 
would  be  in  a  position  to  give  a  fairly 
definite  opinion  as  to  the  advisability 
or  otherwise  of  insuring  with  stated 
companies. 

Government  Owned  Steamships. 

Your  Board  were  approached  iti 
May  last  by  the  Dominion  Millers' 
Association,  re  endorsing  their  sug- 
gestion for  a  Dominion  Grovernment 
owned  line  of  steamships  for  the 
purpose  of  reducing  ocean  freight 
rates  on  the  Atlantic.  The  reasons 
why  your  Board  did  not  endorse  the 
proposal  have  already  been  set  forth 
fairly  fully  in  the  columns  of  the 
Grain  Growers'  Guide,  and  as  there 
is  a  resolution  on  the  programme 
dealing  with  the  same  matter  there 
is  no  need  to  go  into  it  again  at  this 
present  moment. 

Grain    Growers'  Guide. 

Your  Directors  also  took  up  with 
the  management  of  the  Grain  Grow- 
ers' Guide  this  last  summer  the  mat- 
ter of  the  space  which  was  allowed 
the  Alberta  section.  We  found  the 
"Guide"  very  willing  to  meet  us  in 
every  possible  way.  It  is  anticipated 
that  Mr.  Chipman  will  be  present  at 
this  Convention  and  sometime  before 
we  close  the  proceedings,  we  hope  he 
will  be  able  to  give  you  a  short  ad- 
dress and  some  interesting  and  illum- 
inating facts  in  regard  to  the  business 
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of  running  a  paper  like  our  official 
taper  "The  Guide." 

The  Dried-Out  Districts. 

Your  Board  regret  sincerely  the  un- 
fortunate conditions  prevalent  in  cer- 
tain sections  of  our  Province  and  in 
Saskatchewan.  As  soon  as  it  was 
seen  that  some  distress  was  inevi- 
table, representatives  of  the  Central 
Office  met  with  officials  of  the  Domin- 
ion and  Provincial  Governments,  also 
the  C.P.R.,  and  we  believe  that  the 
arrangements  for  granting  relief  and 
assistance  by  all  three  parties  result- 
ed very  largely  from  the  representa- 
tions made  to  them  on  behalf  of  your 
Board  at  that  time.  We  have  found 
the  officials  in  charge  of  this  work 
willing  to  meet  our  requests  more 
than  half  way  and  we  were  able  to 
secure  later  in  the  Fall  some  impor- 
tant extensions  to  the  original  plans. 
Doubtless  even  more  could  have  been 
done  had  our  Unions  advised  us  as 
to  what  was  needed  more  promptly. 

It  was  hoped  at  one  time  that  some- 
thing could  be  done  to  assist  settlers 
in  dried  out  districts  by  the  transfer 
of  live-stock  to  more  favored  sections, 
but  this  unfortunately,  proved  almost 
a  complete  failure  for  several  reasons, 
some  of  which  are  beyond  our  control. 
Our  efforts  would,  however,  seem  to 
have  had  at  least  one  good  result  lii 
that  for  the  most  part,  it  put  a  stop 
to  the  work  of  the  speculator,  who 
had  taken  advantage  of  conditions,  t^ 
buy  up  stock  for  little  or  nothing. 

Pre-Emptions, 

Your  Board  has  also  given  a  great 
deal  of  attention  this  year  to  the  pre- 
emption question  and  two  resolutions 
re  this  question  will  come  before  this 
Convention  later.  It  is  unfortunate 
that,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  last 
Convention,  by  a  practically  unani- 
mous resolution,  instructed  the  Board 
to  take  the  matter  up  with  the  Dom- 
inion Government  on  behalf  of  the 
Association,  some  of  our  unions  con 
tinned  to  send  in  petitions  and  coun- 
ter-petitions direct  to  Ottawa,  with 
the  result  that  we  found  ourselves  in 
an  impossible  position  and  had  tu 
withdraw  with  the  best  grace  pos- 
sible our  claim  that  we  were  acting 
for  the  U.F.A.  as  a  whole.    Two  reso- 


lutions, representing  the  views  of 
your  Board  are  on  the  program  for 
your  consideration  at  this  Convention. 

Election  of  Directors. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  the  last  Convention,  your  Board 
has  evolved  a  plan  for  the  election  of 
Directors,  details  of  which  have  al- 
ready been  submitted  to  you,  and 
which  w^e  believe,  will  almost  if  not 
entirely  eliminate  the  difficulties  and 
confusion  arising  from  the  previous 
hap-hazard  methods. 

Oil  Leases 

Early  in  the  year  your  Directors 
at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the 
oil  boom  undertook  an  investigation 
into  the  regulations  governing  the 
granting  of  oil  leases.  A  special  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  take  up  this 
work  with  power  to  act-  That  com- 
mittee secured  competent  legal  ad- 
vice and  the  result  of  their  researches 
has  very  largely  been  communicated 
to  you  already  through  our  official 
circular,  and  the  pages  of  our  "Grain 
Growers'  Guide."  Your  committee 
were  able  in  a  small  number  of  indi- 
vidual cases  to  render  valuable 
assistance,  but  regret  that  beyond  this 
there  appear  to  have  been  no  direct 
results,  though  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  indirectly  our  prompt 
action  brought  about  a  distinct  change 
for  the  better  in  the  attitude  of  cer- 
tain of  the  oil  companies  in  the  field. 

Your  committee  regret  to  report 
that  our  representations  to  Ottawa, 
re.  the  unfairness  of  the  present  regu- 
lations, and  asking  that  certain 
amendments  to  same  be  considered, 
have  met  with  no  response  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  would  seem  to  have 
been  completely  ignored.  Our  com- 
munications have  met  with  scant 
courtesy  at  the  hands  of  the  officials 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
and  the  secretary  reports  that  his 
letters  while  all  directed  to  the  same 
person,  have  been  replied  to  when 
answered  at  all,  through  three  or  four 
officials  representing  different  branch- 
es of  the  Department,  v/hich  has,  of 
course,  caused  endless  trouble  and 
delay.  On  one  occasion,  an  important 
letter  bearing  on  the  granting  oi 
leases  was  opened  and  returned  b>* 
the  Minister,  tc  whom  it  was  address 
ed,  with  no  explanation  whether  by 
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acident  or  design  v/e  cannot  say.  It 
is  a  significant  fact,  however,  that 
before  we  could  again  renew  oui"  rep- 
resentations one  of  the  principal 
things  it  was  hoped  to  prevent  had 
been  arranged  for,  and  the  specula- 
tor given  an  extension  of  time  in 
which  to  continue  to  gamble  in  the 
natural  resources  which  may  be 
beneath  oui"  farms. 

The  War  and  Peace. 

Your  Directors,  while  by  no  means 
forgetful  that  this  Association  has 
always  stood  opposed  to  the  dread 
paractice  of  War,  feel  that  they  can- 
not close  this  report  without  some 
reference  to  the  terrible  struggle  now 
going  on  in  Europe  and  elsewhere, 
and  in  which  we,  as  citizens  of  the 
British  Empire,  find  ourselves  involv- 
ed. Though  some  thousands  of  mil  is 
separate  us  from  the  scene  of  the  main 
conflict,  still  that  fight  is  ours  and 
for  us. I  We  cannot,  perhaps,  many  of 
us  aid  the  Empire  as  we  might  wish 
in   the  forefront  of  the  battle,  still 


there  is  a  duty  within  the  power  of 
all  of  us,  which  is  no  less  important 
than  that  of  the  men  behind  the  gun. 
Your  Directors  believe  that  we,  as 
farmers  of  Alberta,  should  individu- 
ally and  collectively,  endeavor  by 
every  means  possible  to  improve  oar 
methods  of  farming  and  by  so  doing, 
increase  the  production  of  our  farms. 
By  so  doing  we  can  help  in  a  very 
important  part  of  the  work  in  which 
our  whole  Empire  is  engaged,  namely 
that  of  upholding  those  great  prin- 
ciples of  freedom  and  justice  to  all 
peoples,  on  which  our  Empire  is 
founded. 

And  when  that  cause  has  triumph- 
ed, aye,  even  now  let  us  help  to  en- 
sure that  the  Peace  which  will  result 
will  be  a  lasting  one.  One  that  will 
make  it  impossible  that  the  world 
will  ever  be  witness  again  to  suca 
awful  misery  and  destruction  of  life 
and  property  as  has  been  wrought 
within  the  last  few  months. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub 
mitted. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 


I  take  pleasure  in  submitting  to 
you  herewith  my  report  as  Secretary 
for  the  year  1914.  This  year  I  have 
thought  it  advisable  to  submit  for 
your  consideration  three  separate 
reports,  one  as  your  Secretary,  one 
as  your  Treasurer,  and  the  third  will 
take  the  form  of  a  few  suggestions 
and  comments  prompted  by  my  per- 
sonal experience  in  the  local  Unions 
and  observations  and  notes  I  have 
been  able  to  make  while  engaged  in 
my  work  at  the  Central  Office. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  am  able 
to  report  once  more  in  this,  my  sec- 
ond year  of  office,  another  substantial 
increase,  both  in  the  number  of  local 
unions  and  in  our  total  membership, 
though  as  will  be  shown  later  a  closer 
analysis  of  the  situation  will  cause 
us  to  somewhat  modify  our  earlier 
enthusiasm.  During  the  year  more 
than  100  new  unions  have  been  form- 
ed with  a  total  paid  up  membership 
up  to  December  31st  of  approximately 
2,500  men.  (These  figures  take  no 
account  of  transfers).  Our  total  mem- 
bership fully  paid  up  has  only  in- 
creased by  some  1,600  men,  which 
would  indicate  a  falling  off  in  our 
old  unions  of  nearly  900.  These  fig- 
ures constitute  a  serious  loss  and  the 
cause  and  remedy  for  same  must  re- 
ceive our  very  careful  consideration, 
if  our  Association  is  to  continue  to 
make  progress  in  the  future.  I  shall 
attempt  to  deal  with  this  matter 
further  before  the  Convention  closes. 

The  past  year  has  been  an  exceed- 
ingly busy  one  at  the  Central  Office, 
as  to  a  certain  extent  is  indicated 
by  our  mailing  records  which  shew 
an  increase  of  some  $40  00  in  the  post- 
age account  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  cost  of  issuing  circulars  and  par- 
cels was  somewhat  less.  This  means 
that  our  staff  has  this  year  been 
called  upon  to  attend  to  about  2,000 
more  letters  than  in  1913,  a  very  con- 
siderable increase.  This  increase 
may  I  think  be  considered  a  healthy 
sign,  and  one  which  we  trust  will  con- 
tinue. It  has  been  more  than  gratify- 
ing in  many  cases  during  the  past 
year  to  receive  so  many  letters  from 
presidents  and  other  officers  of  our 
locals  showing  a  genuine  desire  to  do 
their  level  best  to  keep  the  interest 


in  their  Union  strictly  up  to  par.  I 
am  convinced  that  in  the  future  great- 
er efforts  than  ever  will  be  required 
to  do  this  and  that  the  Central  Office 
will  have  to  develop  and  improve  on 
organization  work  with  the  end  in 
view  of  encouraging  and  aiding  such 
laudable  efforts  by  our  local  officers. 
Some  of  our  Unions  have  developed 
in  a  truly  remarkable  manner,  notably 
the  Cowley  and  Veteran  branches. 
The  former  with  nearly  250  members, 
its  own  monthly  bulletin  (paid  for  by 
the  advertisers  therein),  its  semi-an- 
nual sales  and  regular  course  of  lec- 
tures to  say  nothing  of  many  other 
features  is  a  Union  of  which  we  may 
rightly  be  proud.  A  few  words  must 
also  be  said  here  of  our  District  As- 
sociation consisting  of  Unions  clus- 
tered around  a  common  shipping 
point.  Prominent  among  these  groups 
are  the  Ponoka.  Crossfield,  Consort 
and  Manville  District  Associations 
with  several  others  running  very 
close.  At  least  two  of  these,  the  first 
mentioned,  are  rapidly  developing  the 
marketing  of  live  stock  and  farm 
products  by  their  own  organization. 
Thus  keeping  the  profits  at  home  for 
the  development  of  their  own  farms 
and  giving  a  practical  illustration  of 
the  possibilities  of  "Self-help"  to 
which  we  are  apt  to  pay  too  little 
attention.  I  am  more  than  ever  con- 
vinced that  it  should  be  one  of  our 
most  important  duties  as  an  Associa- 
tion to  standardize  and  further  devel- 
op such  organizations  which  are  the 
surest  means  to  a  full  realization  of 
that  good  old  aim  of  agricultural  co- 
operation the  world  over.  Better 
Farming,  Better  Business,  Better 
Living. 

I  need  not  weary  you  with  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  regular  work  done  by  the 
Central  Office.  Let  it  suffice  to  say 
that  we  have  handled  even  more  than 
the  usual  number  of  troubles,  legal, 
financial  and  otherwise,  which  have 
been  referred  to  us  by  our  members. 
We  have  tried  to  make  our  Central 
Office  a  centre  to  which  our  members 
can  look  at  all  times  for  reliable  ad- 
vice or  assistance.  Our  chief  regret 
is  that  in  so  many  cases  the  informa- 
tion is  forthcoming  too  late  to  render 
effective  aid.    Almost  every  day  the 
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truth  is  thrust  upon  us  that  not  all 
the  legislation  in  the  world  can  save 
a  man  from  his  own  foolishness  and 
that  the  only  true  preventative  is  or- 
ganization, education  and  co-operation 
through  the  Unions  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta. 

On  two  occasions  during  the  year 
I  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  be 
able  to  visit  Winnipeg,  once  in  Con- 
vention with  meeting  of  the  Grain 
Growers'  Grain  Company,  and  the 
conference  with  the  Canadian  Manu- 
facturers' Association,  on  the  latter 
occasion  being  accompanied  by  and 
returning  with  our  late  President,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Tregillus,  whose  sudden  and 
lamented  death  so  shortly  after  our 
arrival  home  came  as  such  a  shock  to 
us  all.  In  December  at  the  kind  in- 
vitation of  the  Executive  of  the  Sas- 
katchewan Grain  Growers'  Associar 
tion.  I  attended  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  District  No.  14  of  that  Association 
at  Swift  Current,  a  privilege  which  I 
very  much  enjoyed.  Whenever  I  am 
able  to  make  such  trips  I  take  the 
opportunity  of  visiting  the  headquar- 
ters of  our  various  farmers'  organiza- 
tions with  a  view  to  getting  new 
ideas  for  the  forwarding  of  our  work. 
The  latter  part  of  this  year  has  really 
been  the  first  opportunity  of  that  kind 
which  has  presented  itself  and  while 
at  present  there  has  been  no  time  to 
develop  many  of  the  ideas  picked  up 
in  this  way,  I  feel  that  the  future  will 
show  these  trips  to  have  been  very 
beneficial.  Some  of  these  ideas  I 
hope  to  bring  before  you  during  the 
course  of  this  Convention,  particularly 
those  derived  from  my  attendance  at 
the  District  Convention  at  Swift  Cur- 
rent. I  would  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  thanking  the  officials  and 
staff  of  the  various  organizations  for 
their  patience  and  courtesy  in  render- 
ing me  such  valuable  assistance  and 
lending  themselves  so  readily  to  the 
inquisitiveness  of  my  nature. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  after  some 
considerable  difficulty  we  have  recent- 
ly been  able  to  put  the  finishing 
touches  to  the  winding  up  proceedings 
of  the  old  Canadian  Society  of  Equity, 
Ltd.,  in  which  so  many  of  our  mem- 
bers were  interested  and  the  unfor- 
tunate history  of  which  has  proved 
so  serious  an  obstacle  to  organization 
in  some  districts.  Those  of  you  pres- 
ent who  were  so  unlucky  as  to  be 
shareholders  in  that  Company  and 
met  their  liabilities  have  probably  re- 


ceived within  the  last  few  days,  or 
will  do  so  on  your  return  home,  a 
cheque  which  represents  the  full 
amount  of  the  rebate  due  you  after 
all  debts  had  been  paid,  and  marks, 
let  us  hope,  the  final  laying  to  rest 
of  that  miserable  affair. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  say 
a  few  words  in  regard  to  our  work  as 
members  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta.  As  many  of  you  are  aware 
prior  to  my  advent  to  the  Central 
Office,  I  had  been  engaged  in  practical 
farming  nearly  all  my  life,  which  in- 
cludes a  number  of  years  in  Great 
Britain,  as  well  as  Ontario  and  West- 
ern Canada.  I  first  became  associated 
with  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
early  in  1910  as  local  secretary  of 
Okotoks  Local  Union,  No.  166,  now 
defunct,  though  some  of  its  children 
still  remain.  Though  at  first  the  work 
did  not  appeal  to  me,  as  I  advanced 
it  gradually  became  more  and  more 
interesting,  until  today  I  feel  that 
no  matter  how  humble  the  capacity 
there  are  few  deeds  whereby  a  man 
can  best  serve  his  brother  m.an  than 
by  engaging  in  the  work  of  our  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta.  Such  service  as 
ours  is  not  one-sided  either  as  those 
of  you  who  know  me  in  the  old  days 
can  testify.  By  advancing  our  Asso- 
ciation we  cannot  help  but  advance 
ourselves.  If  we  use  our  opportuni- 
ties rightly  our  work  is  its  own  re- 
ward, though  we  may  not  receive  rec- 
ognition at  the  immediate  time.  I 
have  been  disappointed  sometimes 
that  we  have  not  more  young  men 
prominent  at  our  Conventions,  though 
I  have  begun  to  think  that  our  system 
must  perhaps  be  blamed  for  this-  My 
advice  to  such  as  may  be  hanging 
back  however,  is  "Come  In."  I  will 
tell  you  candidly  that  during  the  last 
three  years  I  could  have  found  on  the 
farm  much  happiness  and  freedom 
from  anxiety  which  has  been  denied 
me  in  my  work  with  the  United  Farm- 
ers of  Alberta,  but  pleasure  should 
not  be  our  only  aim  in  life,  and  neither 
hanpiness  nor  freedom  from  anxiety 
will  make  real  men.  We  have  a  duty 
to  our  neighbor  that  is  not  met  by 
choosing  the  easiest  path.  Give  the 
best  that  is  in  you  to  your  Association 
and  you  will  find  in  building  up  our 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  and  with 
it  your  country  a  happiness  that  can- 
not be  surpassed  in  any  other  way. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MARKET  AND  TRANS- 
PORTATION COMMITTEE 


We  have  to  report  on  matters  that 
have  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
U.F.A.  for  some  years  and  also  on 
resolutions  passed  by  the  last  Con- 
vention and  referred  by  the  Directors 
to  this  Committee. 

Some  of  the  resolutions  involved 
new  legislation  and  we  have  found 
neither  the  Dominion  nor  the  Provin- 
cial Government  willing  to  take  up 
new  legislation  on  account  of  the 
war. 

The  Convention  called  for  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  selling  commission  and 
the  handling  charges  on  oats.  This 
matter  was  also  taken  up  by  the 
Grain  Growers'  Associations  in  the 
other  provinces  and  after  a  hard  fight 
we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that 
the  Winnipeg  Grain  Exchange,  the 
body  of  grain  dealers  who  determine 
the  various  changes  to  be  levied, 
finally  decided,  after  the  matter  had 
been  debated  before  the  Board  of 
Grain  Commissioners,  to  meet  the 
representatives  of  the  farmers  when 
the  commission  for  selling  oats  was 
reduced  to  5-8  of  a  cent  per  bushel, 
the  new  rate  to  take  effect  on  Sep- 
tember 1st,  1915.  This  is  undoubt- 
edly a  very  important  victory  and 
will  mean  the  saving  of  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  annually  to  the  farmers 
of  Western  Canada. 

A  reduction  on  the  handling  charges 
on  oats  and  barley  in  terminal  eleva- 
tors, has  been  urged  several  times 
before  the  Grain  Commission  in  Win- 
nipeg and  Calgary  and  the  question 
is  not  yet  settled.  The  grain  growers 
all  want  the  reduction,  and  if  tha 
elevator  men  continue  to  withold 
their  consent  it  is  probable  that  the 
Grain  Commission  will  recommend  a 
change  in  the  Grain  Act,  fixing  the 
handling  charges  at  one  cent  for 
wheat,  three-fourths  cent  for  barley, 
and  one-half  cent  for  oats. 

On  the  question  of  reciprocal  de- 
murrage on  the  railways,  we  have 
been  in  correspondence  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  Railway  Commission, 
who  referred  the  matter  to  the  Chief 


Traffic  Officer,  Mr.  J.  Nardwell.  Mr. 
Nardwell  replied  on  September  23rd: 
"This  matter  is  now  the  subject  of  an 
investigation  by  the  Board."  We 
have  written  again,  asking  to  be  in- 
formed, as  soon  as  the  investigation 
is  concluded. 

On  the  subject  of  allowing  longer 
time  for  loading  grain,  especially  for 
farmers  living  at  a  distance,  v/e  have 
also  corresponded  with  the  Railway 
Commission.  The  reply  was  that  the 
Commission  has  no  jurisdiction  in  this 
matter,  as  the  time  for  loading  is  fix- 
ed by  the  Canada  Grain  Act.  It  will 
be  probably  the  best  way,  to  try  to  get 
this  amendment  in  the  Act  through 
our  National  Council. 

The  resolution  endorsing  this  ac- 
tion of  our  National  Council  concern- 
ing cattle  guards  and  the  responsibil- 
ity of  railway  companies  for  the  kill- 
ing of  stock  on  their  line,  has  had 
close  attention  and  some  amendments 
to  secure  our  object  were  accepted  by 
the  Government  and  introduced  into 
the  "Act  to  consolidate  and  amend 
the  Railway  Act,"  which  was  read  the 
first  time  in  the  Senate  on  the  20th 
of  March,  1914.  The  first  amendment 
is  in  Section  280.  In  the  present  Act 
the  section  makes  it  unlawful  for  any 
stock  to  be  at  large  on  a  highway  with- 
in a  half  mile  of  a  railway  crossing, 
"unless  they  are  in  charge  of  some 
competent  person  or  persons,  to  pre- 
vent their  loitering  or  stopping  on 
such  highway  at  such  intersection, 
or  straying  upon  the  railway."  Under 
this  Section  it  was  the  duty  of  stock 
owners  to  keep  their  stock  from 
straying  on  the  line  through  the 
crossing.  Our  contention  was,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  railway  to  put  in 
such  cattle  guards,  as  would  make  it 
impossible  for  stock  to  get  on  the 
line  through  crossings.  The  Section 
is  amended  by  dropping  the  last  words 
"or  straying  upon  the  railway."  After 
this  amendment  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
railway  to  keep  stock  from  straying 
upon  the  railway,  by  proper  fences 
and  cattle  guards.    You  will  under- 
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stand,  that  it  still  remains  unlawful 
for  any  stock  to  be  at  large  on  any 
highway  within  half  a  mile  from  its 
intersection  with  a  level  railway 
crossing  without  some  person  to  herd 
them,  and  the  Railway  is  not  respon- 
sible for  the  killing  on  the  crossing 
itself  of  any  stock  that  has  been  run- 
ning at  large  contrary  to  this  law. 
But  if  the  stock  has  got  on  the  line 
on  either  side  of  the  crossing,  the 
Railway  is  liable  for  damage,  unless 
the  Company  can  prove  that  the  fen- 
ces and  cattle  guards  were  efficient. 
The  onus  of  proof  now  lies  with  the 
Railway. 

The  company  under  the  amended 
Act,  will  be  liable  for  damage  for  any 
stock  hurt  or  killed  anywhere  on  the 
line,  except  where  gates  were  wil- 
fully and  negligently  opened  or  left 
open,  or  when  stock  had  been  driven 
on  to  the  line,  or  within  railway  en- 
closures, by  any  person  not  an  em- 
ployee or  official  of  the  Railway  Com- 
pany. In  every  case  the  proof  that 
any  such  things  were  done,  must  be 
brought  by  the  Railway  Company. 
So  far  as  we  can  judge  the  proposed 
amendments  would  be  a  considerable 
improvement  on  the  present  Act. 
Unfortunately  this  long  complicated 
BiU  had  not  got  through  all  its  stages 
in  Parliament  when  the  war  began, 
and  was  then  left  in  suspense  with 
much  other  legislation.  But  as  this 
is  a  Government  Bill  we  may  surely 
expect  that  the  Gevernment  will 
push  it  through  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. We  have  been  unfortunate 
in  this  matter.  In  1910,  after  much 
labor,  we  had  got  amendments,  draft- 
ed for  us  by  the  late  Chairman  of  the 
Railway  Commission,  Judge  Mabee. 
accepted  by  the  Government.  But 
the  opposition  held  up  this  legisla- 
tion, and  in  the  political  turn-over  on 
the  Reciprocity  Question  it  was  lost 
Now  again  we  had  got  fairly  reason- 
able amendments  accepted  by  thr? 
Government,  and  the  war  is  holding 
them  up.  We  recommend  that  your 
Executive  should  give  special  atten- 
tion to  this  proposed  new  Railway 
Bill.  It  proposes  amendments  in 
many  other  directions  that  interest 
us;  i.e.,  relating  to  the  construction 
of  new  railways,  right  of  way,  fencing 
along  the  lines  of  construction,  and 
other  matters. 

Last  year's  report  referred  to  the 
long  struggle,  going  on  for  years  to 


get  fairer  railway  freight  rates  for 
Western  Canada,  We  started  the 
fight  in  1909  and  this  year  the  Rail- 
way Commission  at  last  issued  its 
judgment,  a  large  typewritten  volume 
of  196  pages.  It  is  difficult  to  give 
you  the  substance  of  it  in  a  few 
words.  The  request  made  to  the 
Railway  Commission  was,  that  rail- 
way rates  in  Eastern  and  Western 
Canada  should  be  equal,  excepting  so 
far  as  it  could  be  shown  that  working 
expenses  were  higher  in  the  West 
than  in  the  East.  The  Railway  Com- 
mission admits  that  "the  Canadian 
Pacific  charges  rates,  as  a  whole, 
materially  higher  in  the  West  than 
in  the  East,"  but  decides  that  the 
Company  has  a  right  to  do  so,  because 
the  law  does  not  forbid  discrimina- 
tion, but  only  undue  or  unjust  dis- 
crimination. But  although  the  main 
object  of  the  long  fight  before  the 
Railway  Commission  was  defeated,  a 
great  many  freight  rate  reduc- 
tions were  made  in  Mani- 
toba, Saskatchewan,  Alberta  and 
British  Columbia,  affecting  gen- 
eral merchandise,  grain,  lumber, 
coal,  cement,  sugar,  etc.;  the  work 
has  been  worth  doing.  There  is  no 
time  to  go  into  details  in  regard  to 
these  reduced  freight  tariffs;  they 
spread  over  some  ninety  pages  in  the 
judgment;  the  following  quotation, 
taken  from  page  147  will  give  a  good 
illustration:  "The  Canadian  Pacific 
has  a  special  mileage  tariff  on  grain 
and  grain  products  applying  locally 
between  stations  on  the  Crow's  Nest 
Line  in  British  Columbia,  also  to  these 
stations  from  the  company's  shipping 
points  in  prairie  territories." 

"Application  was  made  to  the  Board 
by  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
complaining  of  the  rates.  There 
would  seem  to  be  no  good  reason 
why  one  rate  should  apply  to  the 
Crow's  Nest  line  and  another  to  other 
British  Columbia  territory.  No  good 
reason  certainly  was  advanced  during 
the  hearing  and  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  special  mileage  rates  should  ap- 
ply to  and  within  British  Columbia 
generally  and  that  the  whole  scale 
should  be  reduced  in  the  same  ratio 
as  that  ordered  on  the  prairies. 

Then  follow  new  mileage  rates 
worked  out  by  the  Chief  Traffic  Offi- 
cer in  harmony  with  this  decision,  on 
grain  and  grain  products,  in  carload 
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lots,  reducing  the  mileage  for  example 
for  100  miles,  from  nV2C.  to  13c.  per 
100  lbs.;  from  500  miles,  from  38c.  to 
30c.;  for  1,000  miles,  from  55c.  to  43c.; 
for  1,500  miles,  from  72c.  to  57y2C. 

In  our  presentation  of  railway  ques- 
tions in  Ottawa  in  1910,  we  requested 
that  a  true  physical  valuation  of  rail- 
ways should  be  made^  so  that  railway 
rates  should  not  rest  on  dividends 
paid  on  watered  stock.  We  have 
made  no  progress  along  this  line  as 
yet,  but  recommend  that  our  efforts 
in  this  direction  should  be  continued. 

We  have  had  correspondence  with 
the  Secretary  of  our  National  Council 
with  a  view  of  pushing  on  what  we 
used  to  call  our  Chilled  Meat  Export 
Scheme.  We  find  much  more  inter- 
est in  this  scheme  in  Saskatchewan 
and  Manitoba  now  than  in  former 
years,  and  as  Ontario  farmers  are 
now  organized  as  the  United  Farmers 
of  Ontario,  we  think  it  a  good  time 
earnestly  to  promote  this  scheme  in 
the  four  provinces.  In  the  Western 
Provinces  there  has  been  a  great  in- 
crease in  mixed  farming  and  in  th3 
production  of  cattle  and  hogs,  and  if 
we  don't  place  our  export  trade  on  a 
sound  basis  by  shipping  our  chilled 
meat  and  cured  pork,  we  shall  soon 
meet  with  difficulties  again  in  finding 
markets  for  our  cattle  and  hogs.  W3 
have  during  the  last  years  worked 
chiefly  to  put  the  grain  trade  on  a 
reasonable  basis;  it  is  time  now  to  do 
the  same  thing  for  the  live  stock 
trade.  Both  Liberal  and  Conservati/e 


Governments  have  promised  to  help 
us  in  this  matter.  In  Edmonton  and 
Calgary  there  were  prospects  of  Mun- 
icipal Stockyards  and  Abbatoirs;  in 
Saskatchewan  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment seemed  favorable  to  organize 
along  these  lines;  in  Winnipeg  there 
are  splendid  union  stockyards  and 
there  seems  to  be  an  opening  for 
Farmer's  Co-operative  Abbatoirs; 
Toronto  has  Municipal  Abbatoirs.  If 
we  could  get  all  these  Provincial  lu- 
stitutions  well  going,  and  connected 
by  a  Dominion  system  of  refrigerator 
cars  and  steamers,  we  should  have  a 
system  of  beef,  mutton  and  pork  ex- 
port, which  would  enable  us  to  com- 
pete with  the  world,  and  would  give 
an  immense  impetus  to  stock  raising 
all  over  Canada.  We  have  been  dis- 
appointed in  Calgary  and  Edmonton 
lately  by  the  shelving  of  the  Munici- 
pal Stockyards  proposition;  it  was 
natural  in  the  face  of  the  financial 
condition  created  by  the  War.  But 
we  hope,  in  Calgary  at  any  rate,  to 
see  this  proposition  revived  again; 
the  war  with  many  of  its  consequen- 
ces will  pass  away,  and  we  think  your 
Directors  should  make  this  Chilled 
and  Cured  Meat  Export  Scheme  one 
of  the  chief  things  to  work  at  this 
year,  in  the  Province  and  by  means 
of  our  National  Council  throughout 
Canada. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

JAMES  SPEAKMAN, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  LEGISLATION 


The  three  most  important  subjects 
for  legislation  that  had  to  be  handled 
last  year  were:  — 

(1)  Amendments  to  the  Direct  Leg- 
islation Act. 

(2)  The  Institution  of  Farmers 
Credit  Associations. 

(3)  The  extension  of  the  franchise 
to  women. 

These  subjects  were  handled  by  the 
Directors  and  the  Executive.  The 
Direct  Legislation  Act  of  1913  was  a 
great  step  in  advance,  in  this  sense, 
that  it  introduced  into  the  legislation 
of  our  Province  the  principle  of  the 
Initiative  and  the  Referendum,  but  it 
embodied  this  principle  in  a  form, 
completely  unworkable  for  ordinary 
purposes. 

An  Initiative  petition  must  be  sign- 
ed by  at  least  20%  of  the  votes  cast 
at  the  last  Provincial  election,  so  dis- 
tributed over  this  entire  Province, 
that  out  of  our  55  constituencies,  at 
least  47  must  show  not  less  than  8%, 
while  of  course  the  total  votes  on  the 
petition  must  be  brought  up  to  the 
average  of  at  least  20%  for  the  whole 
Province.  We  consider  this  proviso 
practically  render^  almost  any  Initia- 
tive petition  impossible.  It  is  greatly 
to  the  credit  of  our  Temperance 
friends,  and  it  speaks  highly 
highly  for  the  Temperance  senti- 
ment in  our  Province,  that  they 
have  overcome  this  great  difficulty, 
but  we  do  not  think  there  is  any 
other  subject  for  legislation  so  inten- 
sely and  widely  interesting  as  to  make 
a  petition  under  the  present  Act  pos- 
sible. We  think  these  onerous  con- 
ditions are  completely  unjustifiable, 
as  the  petition  only  asks  for  the  priv- 
ilege of  submitting  the  proposed  law 
to  the  vote  of  the  people.  Under  the 
present  system  of  legislation  we  are 
sure  that  not  one  out  of  ten  of  the 
laws  passed  has  so  much  public  opin- 
ion behind  it;  before  it  actually  be- 
comes law.  We  have  asked,  there- 
fore, that  the  Initiative  petition  shall 
be  valid  with  10%  of  the  votes  cast 


in  the  last  Provincial  election,  obtain- 
ed anywhere  in  the  Province. 

Then  there  is  the  proviso,  "that  no 
such  proposed  Act  shall  be  considered 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly  which 
provides  for  any  grant  or  charge  upon 
the  public  revenue."  We  can  hardly 
imagine  any  legislation  which  may 
not  involve  some  charge  on  the  public 
revenue,  so  that  this  clause  might  be 
so  interpreted  by  the  Government  or 
the  law  courts,  as  to  exclude  almost 
all  legislation  that  we  could  petition 
for.  We  therefore  ask  that  this 
clause  be  omitted. 

After  a  bill,  initiated  under  this 
Act,  has  been  submitted  to  the  vote 
of  the  Province,  and  accepted  by  the 
majority  of  the  voters,  it  does  not 
become  law,  but  has  to  go  to  the 
next  session  of  the  Legislature 
with  the  proviso  that  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  then  enact  it.  We  under- 
stand that  the  Minister  of  Justice  in 
Ottawa  has  declared  this  proviso  as 
unconstitutional.  No  legislative  ses- 
sion can  bind  its  successor  in  this 
way;  every  session  has  perfect  free- 
dom to  enact,  amend  or  repeal  laws- 
Under  this  proviso  therefore,  any 
initiated  bill,  even  after  being  accept- 
ed by  a  majority  of  the  voters,  might 
be  rejected  by  the  next  session  of  the 
Legislature,  or,  if  passed,  declared 
unconstitutional  by  the  law  courts. 
We  have  asked  therefore  that  the 
Direct  Legislation  Act  be  so  amended 
as  to  make  the  vote  of  the  people 
final,  so  that  any  proposed  bill  be- 
comes law  as  soon  as  it  has  been 
accepted  by  the  majority  of  the  vot- 
ers. 

Section  three  of  the  Act  provides 
for  the  Referendum  in  the  following 
words: — "The  Legislature  with  refer- 
ence to  any  Act,  may  declare  that  it 
shall  not  come  into  force  until  the 
ninetieth  day  after  the  close  of  the 
session."  That  is  of  course  tj  give 
time  for  a  Referendum  petition  to  be 
got  up  against  the  Act.  If  this  ninety 
days  time  is  not  given,  there  can  be 
no  referendum.    The  Legislature  may 
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give  this  time,  when  it  thinks  fit.  The 
Legislature  works  on  party  lines  and 
is  ruled  by  the  majority.  The  major- 
ity, to  put  it  bluntly,  is  ruled  by  the 
Government.  Therefore,  according  to 
this  clause,  there  can  be  no  Referen- 
dum, unless  the  Government  allows 
it.  We  have  asked  that  this  clause  be 
amended  by  changing  the  word  "may" 
into  "shall,"  but  this  clause  is  per- 
haps the  most  difficult  in  the  whole 
Act.  and  we  are  willing  to  consider 
any  counter  proposal  which  will  fair- 
ly give  us  the  power  of  Referendum. 
The  Referendum  petition,  while  it 
requires  only  10%  of  the  votes,  is 
subject  to  the  same  difficulty  as  the 
Initiative  petition;  the  distribution 
of  the  votes  nearly  all  over  the  Prov- 
ince. We  ask  that  the  disti'ibutive 
clause  be  omitted. 

These  are  the  chief  amendments 
that  we  have  tried  to  get;  there  are 
other  desirable  amendments  and  ad- 
ditions, but  we  have  confined  our- 
selves at  present  to  such  amendments 
as  seemed  to  us  absolutely  essential, 
in  order  to  make  the  Act  fairly  work- 
able. 

The  Directors  adopted  these  amend- 
ments in  their  meeting  in  March;  in 
the  next  Executive  meeting  a  memor- 
ial embodying  and  reasoning  out  these 
amendments  was  adopted;  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive meeting  in  the  beginning  of 
August,  it  was  arranged  to  send  cop- 
ies of  this  memorial  to  every  cabinet 
minister,  to  every  member  of  the  Leg- 
islature and  to  all  our  unions.  On 
Oct.  19th,  a  committeee  appointed 
by  your  Directors  met  the  Govern- 
ment in  Edmonton  on  this  matter  and 
had  a  very  frank  and  full  discussion 
with  them;  the  Government  was  not 
willing  to  take  up  our  amendments 
in  the  Legislature  then  in  session, 
partly  because  of  an  understanding 
that  controversial  legislation  was  not 
to  be  taken  up  then,  but  chiefly  on 
account  of  the  Prohibition  petition, 
which  was  before  the  Legislature  on 
the  basis  of  the  present  Direct  Legis- 
lation Act;  the  Government  did  not 
consider  it  right  to  change  the  Act 
in  the  middle  of  the  fight  about  Pro- 
hibition. But  Premier  Sifton  frankly 
admitted  that  the  present  Act  was 
not  satisfactory  and  needed  amend- 


ment, and  gave  us  definite  assurance 
that  in  the  next  session  our  amend- 
ments would  be  considered. 

Our  Directors  in  last  year's  report, 
under  the  heading  of  "Cheaper  Mon- 
ey," referred  to  the  efforts  that  were 
being  made  to  form  a  suitable  kind 
of  Farmers'  Banks  or  Credit  Associa- 
tions,  by  which  the   farmers  would 
be  able,   on  more  reasonable  terms 
than  at  present,  to  borrow  money. 
The  urgent  importance  of  this  matter 
is  now  acknowledged    all    over  the 
American     Continent-    In     1913,  the 
American   Commission,   composed  of 
members   from   30   American  States, 
and  from  Alberta,  Saskatchewan,  On- 
tario and  Nova  Scotia,  travelled  in 
Italy,    Egypt,     Roumania,  Hungary, 
Austria,   Germany,   Switzerland,  Bel- 
gium,   Holland,    Denmark,  Norway, 
Spain,  France  and  Great  Britain  to 
study   and   report     on  Agricultural 
Co-operation  in   Europe,   in  Finance, 
Production,     Distribution     and  the 
Organization     of     Agricultural  and 
Rural     Life     in    all     these  coun- 
tries.       Co-dperating      with  this 
American  Commission  was  a  United 
States     Commission,     appointed  by 
President  Wilson,  specially  to  study 
the   Co-operative   Credit  Institutions. 
The  evidence  of  these  Commissions, 
a  bulky  volume  of  over  900  pages,  was 
printed  by  order  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United   States  about  twelve  months 
ago,  and  we  expected  a  report  based 
on  this  evidence  to  be  prepared  by 
the  Alberta  members  of  the  Commis- 
sion and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Alberta  Government  in  time  for  leg- 
islation     at      the       last  session 
of     the     Legislature      in  October. 
President  Tory,  of  the  Alberta  Uni- 
versity, Chairman  of  the  Alberta  part 
of  the  Commission,  kindly  attended 
our  Directors'  meeting  in  March  last, 
and  discussed  with    us    the  various 
forms  of  Co-operative  Farmers'  Banks, 
that  he  had  studied.    Public  speeches 
by  Alberta   Cabinet   Ministers  made 
us  confident  that  the  Government  in- 
tended to  bring  a  measure  organizing 
some  form  of  Farmers'  Credit  Insti- 
tutions before  the     Legislature  last 
Fall,  but  nothing  was  done,  and  when 
we  met  the  Government  on  October 
18th,  we  expressed  our  great  disap- 
pointment.   The  delay  was  explained 
to  us  as  being  caused  by  the  delay 
in  the  completion  of  the  American 
report  which  made  it  impossible  to 
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have  the  Alberta  report  ready  in  time 
for  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature, 
and  further,  legislation  then  would 
have  been  useless  anyhow,  as  in  the 
state  of  the  money  market  created  by 
the  war,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
sell  any  debentures  or  to  borrow 
money.  The  report  is  now  ready, 
and  we  think  legislation  should  be 
passed  at  the  next  session.  But  the 
first  thing  to  settle  is  what  is  the 
best  form  of  farmers'  loans  for  Alber- 
ta, and  we  think  your  Directors  should 
be  instructed  to  place  this  question 
for  discussion  before  our  unions,  in 
the  best  possible  way,  and  as  quickly 
as  possible,  so  that  we  can  co-operate 
with  the  Government  and  Legislature 
in  finding  the  solution  for  our  Prov- 
ince- And,  we  recommend  that  we 
should  consider,  not  only  the  Euro- 
pean Institutions,     studied     by  the 


American  Commission,  but  also  the 
Government  Land  Banks  and  Loans 
to  farmers  in  Australia  and  New 
Zealand. 

We  have  made  no  progress  with 
the  extension  of  the  franchise  to 
women.  We  helped  to  circulate  pe- 
titions all  over  the  Province,  and 
placed  all  our  documents  and  infor- 
mation at  the  disposal  of  the  women 
of  the  Women's  Christian  Temper- 
ance Union  when  they  interviewed 
Premier  Sifton  on  the  subject..  It 
was  turned  down  on  the  ground  that 
under  present  circumstances,  only 
necessary,  uncontroversial  legislation 
would  be  undertaken.  We  recom- 
mend, of  course,  that  we  continue 
earnestly  to  press  this  measure. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

JAMES  SPEAKMAN. 
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REPORT  OF  PORK  PACKING  COMMITTEE 


Gentlemen:  — 

In  presenting  our  report,  we  would 
first  call  your  attention  to  the  in- 
structions received  from  you  at  our 
last  convention  in  Lethbridge,  which 
are  found  in  our  last  year's  report, 
and  the  adoption  of  the  recommenda- 
tion, that  as  far  as  possible,  the  sys- 
tem adopted  by  the  Red  Deer  Co- 
operative, should  be  adopted  by  our 
local  unions,  that  is,  our  members  to 
list  with  the  local  secretary  or  some 
other  responsible  person,  the  number 
of  hogs  they  have  for  sale  each 
month,  or  as  often  as  required,  and  as 
soon  as  a  car  lot  or  more  is  listed, 
get  a  bid  from  our  provincial  or  other 
buyers,  and  if  satisfactory,  order  the 
hogs  to  be  brought  in  for  shipment 
on  a  certain  date. 

We  also  considered,  that  at  points 
where  the  Co-operative  Elevators  were 
in  operation,  arrangements  could  be 
made  for  the  man  in  charge  to  keep 
a  list  of  all  who  wished  to  do  business 
along  these  lines,  and  attend  to  the 
shipping,  and  seeing  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  get  help  from  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  shape  of  pork  packing 
plants  this  season,  we  recommend 
that  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  be 
asked  to  render  assistance  if  called 
upon,  to  help  forward  the  shipping 
scheme,  that  should  we  not  be  able 
to  get  fair  and  proper  bids  from  our 
provincial  buyers,  we  proceed  to  ship 
if  possible,  in  train  lots,  to  the  out- 
side markets,  and  the  department  be 
asked  to  have  the  live  stock  commis- 
sioner take  charge  of  shipments  and 
see  them  put  through  in  the  quickest 
possible  time. 

We  recommend  that  the  matter  of 
the  Packing  Plant  be  taken  up  again 
on  a  proper  basis  at  the  next  Conven- 
tion (1915),  the  present  plan  being 
considered  in-operative. 

Several  questions  were  asked  by 
Messrs.  W^arner  and  Speakman  and 
replied  to  by  Mr.  Sheppard.  Mr. 
Speakman  ohjected  to  the  statement 
iontained  in  the  last  line,  and  moved 
hat  the  words  /'the  present  plan  is 
;onsidered  inoperative"  be  struck 
Dut,  and  on  the  committee  agreeing 
to  leave  this  out,  it  was  moved  and 


seconded  that  the  report  be  accepted 
and  adopted. 

This  plan  had  proved  very  success- 
ful at  Red  Deer,  where  there  was  a 
Strong  sentiment  among  the  rarmers 
in  favor  of  co-operation,  and  where 
the  co-operative  plan  of  dealing  had 
been  in  force  for  some  time-  It  had 
resulted  in  building  up  a  very  success- 
ful Company,  and  maintained  prices 
of  hogs  at  the  top  notch.  In  putting 
this  method  of  buying  in  operation 
throughout  the  Province,  however,  we 
found  public  sentiment  decidedly 
against  the  co-operative  plan.  It  was 
competition  our  farmers  were  looking 
for,  and  we  were  received,  not  as  a 
Company  of  their  own  creation,  to 
be  supported  and  built  up  by  their 
patronage,  but  as  another  buyer  for 
their  hogs,  competing  with  the  local 
buyer,  and  sometimes  with  the  hog 
raiser's  sympathies  decidedly  in 
favor  of  the  local  man. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the 
Alberta  Farmers'  Co-operative  Eleva- 
tor Company  to  take  up  this  work, 
using  their  Agents  as  buyers,  as  out- 
lined in  the  report.  It  was  well  into 
March  before  we  could  arrange  to  get 
started,  and  our  first  car  of  hogs 
came  from  Granum,  and  was  bought 
on  the  co-operative  plan,  paying  the 
farmers  as  high  a  price  as  possible, 
less  5%,  any  excess  profits  after  pay- 
ing cost  of  operation  to  be  returned 
to  the  farmer  who  supplied  the  hogs 
in  stock  in  the  Packing  Plant. 

On  the  sale  of  this  car  we  lost 
four  dollars  and  some  cents.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  farmers  who  furnished 
the  hogs  for  this  car  were  well  satis- 
fied with  the  returns  they  received, 
but  I  also  believe  that  other  farmers 
particularly  those  belonging  to  the 
Association,  considered  that  we  were 
simply  robbing  the  farmers  who  sold 
us  hogs,  of  the  5  per  cent  retained 
in  this  case,  and  asked  us  to  quote 
them  a  net  price,  the  same  as  the 
other  buyers  were  doing,  without 
taking  into  consideration  a  future  re- 
fund, either  in  stock  in  the  Company, 
or  otherwise.  This  appeared  to  be  the 
feeling  in  practically  every  point 
where  we  were  doing  business,  and 
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about  the  middle  of  May  it  was  neces- 
sary, if  we  were  to  accomplish  any- 
thing, to  discontinue  doing  business 
on  the  fiv  e  per  cent  basis,  and  offer 
a  nett  price  that  we  could  pay.  Up 
to  this  time  we  had  handled  48  cars 
or  about  3,300  hogs,  and  had  operated 
at  a  small  loss- 

As  soon  as  we  changed  our  method 
of  buying  we  made  great  progress, 
handling  up  to  June  30th,  when  the 
Elevator  year  closed  and  stock  was 
taken  a  total  of  141  cars  or  about 
11  000  hogs.  During  July  we  seemed 
to  have  got  into  our  stride,  and  did 
remarkably  well,  handling  66  cars  or 
3,819  hogs.  August  started  out  well 
also,  but  the  war  breaking  out,  caused 
the  Banks  to  restrict  credit,  and  raise 
the  rate  of  exchange,  which  with 
some  Railway  difficulties  caused  the 
American  buyers  to  withdraw  from 
our  market,  which  resulted  in  a  glut, 
and  the  price  dropped  accordingly. 
September  showed  no  improvement. 
At  this  time  we  placed  a  man  on  the 
market  to  watch  grades  and  weights, 
and  in  October  to  try  and  help  out 
the  situation  we  sent  a  shipment  East, 
trying  Winnipeg,  Toronto  and  Mon- 
treal. Outside  of  relieving  the  pres- 
s'ure,  some  on  the  Calgary  yards,  it 
was  not  successful.  We  did  no  better 
than  if  we  had  sold  at  Calgary. 
There  was  a  wide-spread  impression 
abroad,  that  losing  the  American 
Buyers  from  our  market  was  the 
main  cause  of  the  drop  in  prices, 
and  one  of  the  reasons  put  forth  for 
their  withdrawal,  was  that  the  Rail- 
way would  not  furnish  decked  cars- 
We  took  this  matter  up,  and  our  late 
President,  Mr.  Tregillus,  was  instruct- 
ed to  wait  on  Mr.  Bury  at  Winnipeg, 
and  place  the  matter  before  him  from 
our  standpoint.  I  am  glad  to  inform 
you  that  he  was  successful,  and 
decked  cars  are  now  furnished  by  the 
C.P.R.  at  Calgary.  This  was  the  last 
work  he  was  able  to  do  for  us-  We 
were  now  being  approached  by  farm- 
ers who  were  bringing  in  individual 
cars  of  their  own  and  asked  us  i  ) 
place  their  stock  on  the  market  for 
them.  We  decided  on  December  1st, 
to  do  so,  and  opened  an  office  and 
now  are  doing  a  regular  commission 
business  on  the  stock  yards  at  Cal- 
gary, as  well  as  looking  after  our  own 
stuff.    We  also  have  a  man  at  Edmon- 


ton, and  we  hope  to  develop  there  as 
well. 

During  December,  we  handled  72 
cars,  6,300  hogs,  which  brought  the 
total  for  the  9  months,  during  which 
we  have  been  operating,  to  466  cars 
or  32,706  hogs,  jr  anu  average  of  900 
hogs  per  week.  Up  to  the  end  of 
August  it  looked  as  though  we  would 
make  an  average  of  1,000  hogs  a  week 
but  the  slump  in  September  and  Oc- 
tober, when  our  receipts  dropped  to 
500  hogs  a  week,  killed  any  prospect 
of  reaching  the  required  number. 
Besides  the  hogs,  we  have  handled, 
22  cars  of  cattle,  459  head;  and  6  cars 
of  sheep,  1,078  head.  On  one  car  of 
sheep  we  got  stuck,  the  market  drop- 
ping on  us  i/^c.  To  save  ourselves 
from  loss,  we  had  these  slaughtered, 
and  sold  to  the  retail  trade  as  dressed 
mution. 

As  a  result  of  our  entering  the  field 
as  hog  buyers,  I  believe  that  the  farm- 
ers of  Alberta,  have  benefitted  to  the 
extent  of  at  least  one-half  cent  por 
pound,  in  the  prices  received  for  theii 
hogs,  and  never  in  the  history  of  the 
Province,  have  they  been  paid  so  close 
to  market  prices.  It  is  common  talk 
in  the  stockyards  that  there  is  not 
the  money  in  handling  hogs  that  there 
used  to  be  before  we  entered  the 
field. 

This  ought  to  some  extent  show  th3 
value  of  the  work  that  has  been  done, 
that  although  we  have  not  secured 
the  Packing  Plant,  it  has  done  some- 
thing towards  bettering  the  hog  in- 
dustry, and  has  given  us,  some  valu- 
able experience,  and  is  laying  the 
foundation  of  the  larger  project  by 
getting  after  the  source  of  supply. 
This  work  is  only  in  its  infancy  yet, 
and  is  capable  of  being  developed  to 
any  proportions  our  farmers  wish  it 
to  assume;  the  only  limit  being  the 
amount  of  support  the  stock  raisers 
give  us.  That  it  is  still  increasing,  I 
would  point  to  our  December  state- 
ment, when  we  handled  at  Calgary, 
48  cars  of  stuff,  38  cars  being  hogs, 
numbering  3,089;  8  cars  cattle,  208 
head,  and  2  cars  of  mixed  stuff  in 
which  were  90  sheep.  At  Edmonton, 
we  handled  34  cars,  3,211  hogs;  2  cars 
of  cattle,  32  head;  a  total  at  both 
points  of  72  cars,  6,300  hogs;  10  cars 
of  cattle,  240  head,  and  2  cars  of 
mixed  stuff  amounting  in  value  to  a 
grand  total  of  about  $75,000.    All  the 
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cost  of  doing  this  work  has  been  paid 
by  itself,  except  what  might  be 
charged  for  the  Elevator  Agents' 
time,  and  it  shows  a  net  profit  of 
$2,521.69  or  $5.40  a  car. 

I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  pass 
without  thanking  those  who  have  so 
faithfully  supported  us-  Some  of  our 
agents  have  developed  a  remarkable 
talent  for  the  hog  buying  business, 
and  without  their  aid  we  could  not 
have  made  the  success  we  have  made 
of  it.  I  would  particularly  mention 
Mr.  Buckingham,  of  Stettler,  our 
Director  for  Red  Deer.  He  has 
preached  the  hog  gospel  in  and  out 
of  Season,  attended  meetings,  bought 
hogs  and  brought  them  to  Calgary 
himself.  I  cannot  thank  him  too 
much  for  the  support  he  has  given  U3. 
I  would  also  thank  the  large  number 
of  loyal  supporters,  which  our  work 
has  developed.  In  some  cases  they 
have  stuck  to  us  when  it  possibly 
meant  an  apparent  loss  to  themselves. 
We  have  had  to  meet  the  active  op- 
position of  every  Hog  Buyer  in  the 
Province.  This  was  to  be  expected, 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  we  have  more 
than  held  our  own.  We  have  follow- 
ed as  closely  as  possible  the  lines 
laid  down  by  you — with  what  meas- 


ure of  success  is  now  before  you.  We 
have  not  tried  to  develop  the  Packing 
Plant  because,  your  instructions  con- 
fined us  to  the  work  that  we  have 
tried  to  perform.  It  is  now  in  your 
hands  to  say  what  the  future  will  be, 
and  also  who  is  to  carry  on  the  work. 
It  has  now  developed  into  big  busi- 
ness, and  although  it  is  not  as  co- 
operative as  we  would  like  to  have 
it,  and  have  tried  to  make  it,  still  it 
is  as  near  co-operation  as  we  have 
been  able  to  make  it  go,  and  it  shows 
us  more  and  more  that  we  are  follow- 
ing along  right  lines  of  standing  to- 
gether. That  when  the  time  comes 
to  develop  the  Packing  Plant,  the  sup- 
plies for  it  will  be  in  our  own  hands. 
That  we  have  been  able  in  the  short 
space  of  nine  months  to  develop  and 
finance  on  itself  a  business  amount- 
ing to  a  half  million,  speaks  volumes 
for  what  can  be  done  when  our  farm- 
ers will  get  into  line  and  all  pull 
together. 

I  wish  again  to  cordially  thank  you 
all  for  the  support  you  have  given  us 
in  our  work,  and  now  leave  it  in  your 
hands. 

E.  CARSWELL, 

Chairman. 
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SOME  SUGGESTIONS  BY  THE  SECRETARY 
ON  ORGANIZATION. 


It  has  been  borne  in  upon  me  very 
forcibly  during  the  last  two  years 
that  there  is  an  ever  increasing  need 
for  better  organization,  and  a  better 
system,  not  only  in  regard  to  organ- 
izing new  unions,  but  keeping  a  closer 
and  more  helpful  connection  with 
those  unions  which  have  already  been 
organized.  I  am  afraid  that  many  of 
us  do  not  realize  our  personal  respon- 
sibility to  those,  who  perhaps  we  can 
best  refer  to  as  the  rank  and  file. 
I  am  speaking  of  c  mrse  of  those  of 
us  who  are  placed  in  responsible  po- 
sitions, and  it  applies  generally  from 
the  officers  of  the  local  unions  up- 
wards. I  always  like  to  look  upon 
our  Association  as  a  family  affair.  I 
feel  that  I  would  like  to  be  personally 
acquainted  with  all  the  local  officers, 
particularly  our  local  secretaries,  so 
that  I  could  show  them  a  little  of  that 
side  of  the  work  which  is  calculated 
to  arouse  enthusiasm,  and  have  them 
look  upon  the  Central  Office  from  a 
little  more  of  a  personal  point  of  view 
in  so  far  as  the  advancement  of  the 
Local  is  concerned.  I  know  that  there 
may  be  those  who  will  differ  with  me 
in  regard  to  that  point,  but  I  know 
that  when  a  secretary  of  a  local  union 
myself,  I  not  only  looked  upon  each 
member  of  that  local  as  mine,  but 
spoke  of  them  as  my  members,  and  in 
so  doing  I  had  no  thought  or  desire 
in  any  way  to  minimize  the  import- 
ance of  the  other  officers  or  to  exag- 
gerate the  importance  of  my  own 
position.  It  was  my  endeavour  to 
make  every  officer  in  my  local  union 
to  look  upon  the  members  as  his  mem- 
bers, and  to  take  a  personal  interest 
in  using  his  personal  influence  for  the 
advancement  of  the  whole  union.  I 
know  that  the  result  was  that  in  my 
own  case  and  a  few  others,  we  were 
able  to  throw  into  our  work  a  vim 
and  enthusiasm  which  would  have 
been  possible  in  no  other  way.  I  am 
sorry  that  with  possibly  a  few  excep- 
tions, circumstances  have  not  permit- 
ted of  my  exercising  my  ideas  in  this 
matter  more    fully    at    the  Central 


Office,  but  hope  that  the  opportunity 
will  yet  be  given  me. 

There  are  three  things  which  occur 
to  me  as  being  of  vital  importance 
if  we  are  to  keep  our  unions  in  a 
good  healthy  condition,  the  secret  of 
which  is  of  course  a  good  healthy 
attendance  of  the  members  at  the 
regular  meetings  of  the  union.  The 
first  of  these  is  a  good  programme  of 
subjects  suitable  for  the  purpose  of 
debate.  The  second,  a  good  system 
of  handling  the  business  of  the  union, 
whereby  each  man  can  be  made  to 
realize  his  own  responsibility,  par- 
ticularly in  financial  matters.  The 
third,  a  modern  and  effective  system 
whereby  practical  organizers,  well 
versed  in  the  troubles  of  a  local  un- 
ion, and  competent  to  supply  a  rem- 
edy, can  visit  every  district  where  a 
local  union  exists  at  least  once  a 
year. 

In  regard  to  the  first  suggestion,  the 
pamphlet  which  has  been  issued  by 
the  three  Western  Organizations,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  Canadian 
Council  of  Agriculture,  is  I  think  a 
step  in  the  right  direction.  It  at 
least  can  be  made  to  serve  for  the 
time  being,  and  can  be  enlarged  and 
amplified  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
introduction  of  other  subjects  of  a 
more  practical  nature,  the  demand 
for  which  may  be  felt  by  any  particu- 
lar neighbourhood.  My  idea  would  be 
that  we  secure  from  reliable  sources 
a  series  of  papers  on  every  subject 
possible,  of  interest  to  agriculture, 
and  that  these  be  kept  in  stock  at  the 
Central  Office  and  our  unions  sup- 
plied with  one  or  more  of  such  ar- 
ticles from  time  to  time  as  the  demand 
arises.  We  have,  with  the  Provincial 
Department  of  Agriculture,  arranged 
for  a  large  number  of  practical  ad- 
dresses to  be  given  by  agricultural 
experts  this  winter,  but  as  our  Asso- 
ciation continues  to  grow  we  cannot 
possibly  hope  to  supply  speakers  all 
the  time,  even  if  it  were  advisable, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  sending 
out  of  these  papers  which  could  be 
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read  by  an  official  of  the  local  unlo-i 
would  meet  a  long  felt  want. 

In  the  matter  of  handling  the  busi- 
ness of  the  union,  one  or  more  com- 
mittees should  certainly  be  appointed, 
responsible  to  the  union,  and  a  sys- 
tematic method  of  distributing  the 
supplies  which  are  bought  should  also 
be  worked  out.  There  is  often  a  ser- 
ious economic  waste  in  the  way  this 
distribution  is  undertaken  at  the 
present  time,  particularly  where  the 
members  of  a  union  are  situated  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  near 
est  railway  centre.  Means  might  be 
taken  to  make  one  wagon  and  team 
do  the  work  of  several,  and  in  the 
same  way  the  work  of  the  secretary 
would  be  lightened,  and  the  unload- 
ing of  the  car  greatly  facilitated. 

In  the  matter  of  financing,  our 
local  unions,  for  nearly  two  years 
past,  I  have  been  carefully  studying 
this  question,  and  have  discussed  ic 
on  several  occasions  with  well  known 
bank  managers  and  reliable  business 
men.  The  main  feature.:;  of  the  plan 
which  I  submit  herewith  are*at  pres- 
ent being  practised  in  more  than 
thirty  of  our  local  unions,  generally 
speaking,  with  unqualified  success, 
and  I  feel  that  now  the  matter  has 
been  given  what  may  be  considered 
a  thorough  trial,  it  may  be  given  out 
to  our  other  unions  with  confidence. 

Most  of  our  local  unions,  from  re- 
ports received  to  date,  seem  to  take 
$1,000  as  the  amount  of  capital  or 
credit  required  for  the  handling  of 
their  business,  and  we  will  therefore 
use  this  figure  as  an  example.  Each 
member  of  the  local  union,  or  Dis 
trict  Association,  is  required  to  give 
a  note  in  favor  of  the  Board  of  Direc 
tors  of  such  Local  or  District  Associa- 
tion, such  note  to  bear  no  interest  and 
to  be  for  approximately  such  amount 
as  it  is  necessary  for  each  man  in 
the  union  to  bear  if  the  sum  required 
is  to  be  raised  proportionately  among 
all  members,  thus  for  a  union  100 
members  strong,  the  note  would  be 
$10  in  this  particular  example.  The 
Board  of  Directors,  who  it  is  as- 
sumed, will  naturally  be  fairly  respon- 
sible men  financially,  deposit  with 
the  bank  their  joint  guarantee  for  the 
sum  of  $1,000,  and  this  also  bears  no 
interest.  Then  to  complete  the 
security,  the  secretary  or  treasurer 
who  handles  the  money  is  required 
to  secure  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  $1,000 


Under  this  plan,  if  the  business  is 
done  on  a  cash  basis  with  a  small 
margin  of  profit,  as  it  should  be,  there 
is  no  risk  attached  to  anyone,  yet  the 
security  is  absolutely  complete  and 
is  such  that  no  bank  manager  who 
knew  his  business  would  refuse  to 
recognize.  The  procedure  is,  of 
course,  that  all  business  will  be  done 
on  draft  attached  to  bill  of  lading 
basis,  that  the  bank  will  meet  the 
draft,  and  that  then,  and  not  until 
then,  does  the  union  incure  any  lia- 
bility for  interest  charges.  Twenty- 
four  hours  after  the  bank  pays  the 
draft,  interest  on  the  amount  of  the 
money  in  use  will  begin  to  accumu- 
late. In  most  cases  if  the  car  is  un- 
loaded promptly  and  cash  taken  at 
the  door  of  the  car,  the  money  can 
be  turned  over  to  the  bank  immedia- 
tely. In  any  case  the  money  should  be 
turned  over  just  as  quickly  as  it  is 
collected  and  interest  is  paid  only  oa 
that  portion  of  it  which  is  left  out- 
standing. Immediately  the  last  dol- 
lar is  paid  in  things  are  as  they  were, 
and  no  interest  charges  are  accumu- 
lating. Under  this  plan  it  is  even 
possible  to  extend  credit  to  certain 
members  of  the  union  where  the  cir- 
cumstances render  it  advisable,  but 
wherever  this  is  done,  the  union  must 
of  course  by  majority  vote  of  the 
whole  union,  assume  such  responsi- 
bility, and  an  additional  charge  must 
be  made  for  such  goods  to  cover  the 
interest  charges  which  are  accumu- 
lating on  the  amount  of  money  in- 
volved at  the  bank.  The  practice  of 
extending  credit  on  union  business  is 
not  however,  recommended,  and 
should  only  be  entertained  in  excep- 
tional circumstances  and  after  a  very 
careful  investigation  of  the  circum- 
stances of  each  particular  case.  In 
the  matter  of  security  you  will  notice 
while  each  member  gives  a  guarantee 
to  the  Directors  and  the  Directors 
give  a  guarantee  to  the  bank,  the 
secretary  is  responsible  to  the  Direc- 
tors, and  when  under  bond,  the  res- 
ponsibility of  the  Directors  is  assumed 
by  the  bonding  company,  thus  the 
guarantee  given  by  members  and 
Directors  alike  is  really  nothing  more 
than  a  mere  formality,  but  one  which 
in  the  interests  of  good  business 
must  be  observed.  You  will  find  that 
in  practically  every  case  if  you  can 
show  the  firm  with  whom  you  propose 
to  deal  that  you  have  such  a  svstem 
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in  force,  they  will  be  well  satisfied 
with  the  security  and  in  some  cases 
you  may  even  find  that  it  will  bring 
you  lower  quotations  on  your  goods- 
One  of  the  beauties  of  this  plan  1:3 
that  it  is  quite  elastic  in  its  nature, 
and  even  where  it  is  found  impossible 
to  apply  it  exactly  as  suggested,  it 
will  be  found  that  with  certain  modi- 
fications it  will  fit  in  practically  any- 
where. 

This  plan  is  not  suggested  as  a 
permanent  solution  of  the  difficulty 
at  present  experienced,  but  merely 
one  which  will  prove  of  use  to  a  very 
large  number  of  our  unions  who  do 
not  desire  to  incorporate,  and  who  at 
present  have  no  legal  or  financial 
standing.  As  our  Association  contin- 
ues to  develop  and  the  business  of 
our  individual  unions  continues  lo 
increase  it  will  probably  be  necessary 
to  solve  this  problem  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  legislation,  providing  for  the 
legal  registration  of  local  societies 
desiring  to  engage  in  a  commission 
business  along  co-operative  lines,  for 
a  very  nominal  fee.  For  the  purpose 
of  the  average  local  union  our  present 
co-operative  Act  which  is  a  thorough- 
ly good  one  in  its  way,  is  far  too  all 
embracing  in  its  scope,  and  a  simpler 


form  of  registration  with  more  limit- 
ed powers  would,  I  feel  confident, 
meet  the  requirements  of  our  local 
unions  for  very  many  years. 

In  regard  to  the  third  point,  as  this 
report  has  already  become  somewhat 
more  lengthy  than  I  had  intended, 
it  may  be  as  well  not  to  go  into  detail 
in  regard  to  same  as  the  plan  which 
I  have  in  mind  is  in  line  with  the 
District  Organization  idea,  and  a  reso- 
lution along  these  lines  is  already  on 
the  programme,  which  will  give  me 
an  opportunity  to  give  you  my  ideas 
in  detail  as  to  how  the  object  sug- 
gested in  this  report  can  be  most 
successfully  brought  about.  Let  it 
suffice  to  say  for  the  present  that  I 
look  upon  this  portion  of  the  work  as 
one  of  the  most  important  and  one 
which  the  Central  Office  is  eminently 
suited  to  undertake.  It  might  be 
mentioned  however,  that  the  plan 
would  embrace  what  might  be  des- 
cribed as  a  school  of  organizers  in 
direct  touch  with  the  Central  Office, 
each  of  whom  would  have  under  him  a 
given  number  of  sub-organizers  dir- 
ectly responsible  to  him  for  their 
work  and  for  whom  he  would  be  res- 
ponsible to  the  Central  Office. 


Calgary,  March  1,  1915 

In  that  paragraph  of  the  above  report  dealing  with  the  suggested  methods,  whereby 
our  Unions  can  secure  a  line  of  credit  for  the  purpose  of  financing  the  purchase  of  car- 
load quantities  of  goods,  there  seems  to  be  some  misunderstanding  in  some  quarters  as 
to  just  what  is  meant.  There  are  two  methods  in  general  use  at  the  present  time.  The 
one  outlined  in  the  report  is  probably  the  more  common  of  the  two  and  has  been  exten- 
sively used  in  the  older  established  districts.  Theoretically,  it  is  not  perhaps  as  good 
a  form  of  co-operation  as  we  might  wish,  because  while  each  member  acknowledges 
responsibility  to  a  certain  number  of  directors,  in  actual  fact  the  men  who  give  the 
guarantee  to  the  Bank  carry  the  whole  financial  risk  on  their  own  shoulders,  while  the' 
benefits  derived  thereby  are  distributed  among  all  the  members.  Another  way  and  one 
which  is  more  generally  used  in  the  newer  settled  districts  is  for  all  members  of  the 
Union  to  sign  a  Guarantee  Bond.  The  form  for  such  bond  can  be  secured  from  any 
Bank.  On  this  form  each  member  of  the  Union  should  be  required  to  place  his  name, 
a  minimum  number  having  been  set  by  the  Bank  Manager,  according  to  his  opinion  as 
to  what  is  required  in  order  to  cover  the  amount  of  the  line  of  credit.  The  risk  is 
carried  pro  ratio  and  of  course  the  more  names  on  the  bond,  the  less  is  the  responsibility 
carried  by  each  individual.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  really  no  risk  attached  to  the 
business  at  all  when  done  on  a  cash  basis,  and  if  each  man  intends  to  honestly  co-operate 
with  his  brother  members.  There  is  only  one  document  in  use  and  it  is  perhaps  the 
b^tfe^  plan  of  the  two,  though  until  our  education  has  advanced  a  little  further  then  the 
present  average  it  may  be  a  little  more  difiicult  to  carry  it  out  on  account  of  members 
hah'gitag  back.  It  should  not  be  difficult,  however,  to  secure  enough  to  satisfy  the  Bank, 
aiiff  i£i^  the  plah  continues  to  be  successfully  operated,  additional  names  can  be  secured 
uoftilieacb  member  of  the  Union  assumes  his  share  of  the  responsibility  as  he  really 
8h{(^l^  |lo  if  he  receives  his  share  of  the  benefits. 

jajg.)  p.  p.  WOODBRIDGE, 

,  Prov.  See. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


The  following  is  my  report  for  the 
twelve  months  ending  December 
31st,  1914. 

I  have  this  year  printed  with  our 
Annual  Reports,  the  financial  state- 
ment as  approved  by  our  Auditors.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  the  improvement 
which  I  was  able  to  show  last  year 
has  been  continued  and  this  year  we 
have  a  total  balance  on  hand  of 
$1,325.60,  which  is  I  believe,  easily 
the  largest  we  have  ever  been  able 
to  show.  In  addition  we  have  nearly 
trebled  the  amount  spent  on  organi- 
zation work,  which  has  cost  $1,152.18, 
as  against  $435.35  for  1913.  Our  in- 
crease in  expenditure  was  $1,485.29, 
which  is  shown  by  organization, 
$716.73  officers'  expenses,  $125.13; 
office  assistance,  $599-50;  and  a  few 
other  items. 

In  regard  to  the  increase  in  office 
assistance,  I  believe  that  this  item 
even  if  the  figure  given  were  final, 
would  be  small  in  comparison  to  the 
work  done,  but  to  arrive  at  an  accur- 
ate record  one  must  first  deduct  the 
earnings  of  our  multigraph  depart- 
ment, amounting  to  $497.19,  which 
when  subtracted  from  the  total 
amount  charged  against  this  item, 
brings  the  net  total  paid  out  in  office 
assistance  to  very  little  more  than 
last  year,  or  the  year  before,  when 
our  Association  was  only  one  half 
its  present  size.  The  multigraph 
earnings  are  entirely  outside  of  our 
own  work,  which  if  paid  for  on  the 
regular  basis,  would  have  cost  us  an 
additional  $500  at  least. 

I  would  like  to  say  further  that  with 
the  exception  of  two  or  three  small 
accounts,  amounting  in  all  to  prob- 
ably around  $100.00,  the  invoices  for 
which  I  was  unable  to  secure  in  time, 
the  balance  of  $1,325.60  on  hand  rep- 
resents the  actual  surplus  in  our 
treasury.  Rightly  or  wrongly,  it  has 
been  the  custom  in  the  past  to  carry 
over  certain  accounts  from  one  year 
to  another.  The  amount  of  such  lia- 
bilities  was  very  largely  decreased 


last  year,  and  we  have  succeeded  in 
reducing  it  still  further  in  the  present 
statement.  It  will  probably  be  im- 
possible to  eliminate  this  feature  en- 
tirely, owing  to  the  fact  that  not  in- 
frequently accounts,  particularly  for 
organizing  and  officers'  expenses  over 
which  we  have  little  or  no  control  at 
the  Central  Office,  are  sent  in  from 
six  to  twelve  months  after  incurred. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  cannot  give 
an  accurate  statement  of  our  receipts 
and  annual  revenue  until  our  secre- 
taries learn  to  send  in  their  dues,  etc., 
either  carefully  itemized,  or  better 
still,  between  January  1st  and  Decem- 
ber 31st  of  the  year  to  which  they 
should  be  credited.  I  know  that  some 
of  our  members  think  that  perhaps 
I  have  been  too  insistent  in  my  desire 
to  have  them  live  up  to  the  terms  of 
our  Constitution,  but  after  all  we  are 
an  educational  organization  and,  per- 
sonally, I  believe  that  if  our  Associa- 
tion is  to  be  a  success  and  continue 
to  advance  we  must  teach  ourselves 
the  value  of  business  principles  and 
introduce  them  into  all  phases  of  our 
work. 

I  need  hardly  point  out  that  with 
our  Association  we  cannot  very  well 
show  a  profit  and  loss  account  and 
it  will  therefore,  be  in  order  perhaps 
in  closing  this  report  to  state  that  we 
have  on  hand  and  paid  for,  at  the 
present  moment,  in  the  way  of  local 
union  buttons,  writing  pads,  etc.,  as- 
sets to  the  value  of  not  less  than 
$450.00  which,  under  normal  condi- 
tions will  be  realized  on  before  the 
close  of  this  year,  without  any  cor- 
responding expenditure  being  in- 
curred. This  amount  might  therefore 
quite  properly  be  considered  as  a 
further  addition  to  our  total  credit 
balance,  making  it  even  more  satis- 
factory than  the  general  statement 
shows. 

All  of  which  Is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

P.  P.  WOODBRIDGE, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
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STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  FOR  THE  TWELVE 
MONTHS,  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1914. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Office  Salaries    $3,103.00 

P.  P.  Woodbridge  (Secretary)  $1,200.00 

Office  Staff    1,903.00 

$3,103.00 

Printing  and  Advertising    1,221-85 

Organizer's  and  Officer's  Expenses  (Travelling,  etc)  2,023.56 

Organizer's  Expenses    1,152.18 

Officer's  Expenses    871.38 

$2,023.56 

Postage  and  Exchange    519.07 

Rent    500.50 

Office    480.00 

Room  Rent  for  Meetings    5.50 

Storage  on  Books    15.00 

$  500.50 

Office  Furniture  Purchased    '  68.80 

Membership  Buttons    220.00 

Multigraphing  and  Multigraph  Supplies    130.09 

Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture   100.00 

Office  Expenses    580-63 

Stationery    239.42 

Typewriter  and  Office  Supplies    44.24 

Light    12.50 

Water   1.00 

Office  Cleaning  Expenses    66.00 

Secretary's  Bond   lO.OO 

Clean  Towel  Supply  Co   12.00 

Telegraph  and  Telephones    105.47 

Legal  and  Auditing   70.00 

Xmas  Presents,  Staff   20-00 

$  580.63 

Miscellaneous  Expenses    132.80 

Capital  Press  (re.  Ry.  Comm.)   5.00 

R.  N.  Butcher  (re.  Ry.  Comm.)   9.00 

Repairs,  Shelving,  etc.    11.70 

Freight  and  Express   33.30 

Cartage    8.50 

Directors'  Photographs    14.00 

Convention  Badges    45.30 

Newspaper  Subscriptions    6  00 

$  132  80 

Late  W.  J.  Tregillus    230.00 

Floral  Panel    25.00 

Expenses  of  Executive  attending  Funeral   5.00 

Public  Press,  re.  Memorial  (Deposit).   200.00 


$  230.00 
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Bank  Account    823-25 

Cash  in  Bank,  31st  December,  1914  1,317.85 

Cash  in  Bank,  1st  January,  1914   502.35 


$  815.50 


Cash  on  hand,  31st  December,  1914   7.75 


$  823.25 

 •  $9,654.15 


RECEIPTS. 


Membership  Fees    $5,626-75 

Ordinary  Members   $5,569.00 

Junior  and  Lady  Members   38.75 

Life  Members    12.00 

Members  at  Large    7.00 

$5,626.75 

•Grants  and  Subscriptions    $2,849.15 

Grain  Growers'  Grain  Co  (Winnipeg)   1,750.00 

Dept.  of  Agriculture    1,000.00 

Unions,  etc    99.15 

$2,849.15 

Sale  of  Buttons,  Stationery,  etc.   1,137.86 

Membership  Buttons    211.20 

Stationery  Supplies    429.47 

Multigraph  Sales    497.19 

$1,137.86 

Exchange,  etc.    32.64 

Interest  on  Savings  Account    7.75 

$9,654.15 


We  beg  to  report  that  we  have  examined  the  foregoing  statement  of 
Receipts  and  Disbursements  with  the  Accounts  and  Vouchers  produced  for 
our  inspection,  and  hereby  certify  that,  in  our  opinion,  the  above  statement 
is  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the  cash 
transactions  of  the  Association  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1914. 

SCOTT  &  STUART, 

Chartered  Accountants. 
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UNITED  FARMERS   OP  ALBERTA 


MEMBERSHIP  BY  CONSTITUENCIES 


The  following  lists  are  intended  to 
give  an  idea  of  how  our  membership 
is  divided  up,  how  the  Unions  are 
faring  and  whether  progress  is  being 
made  or  not.  It  is  not  suggested  that 
these  figures  are  absolutely  correct, 
but  only  approximately.  When 
membership  dues  are  sent  in  the  year 
before  or  the  year  after  they  are  in- 
tended for  (as  so  often  happens  at 
present),  or  in  lump  sums  with  noth- 
ing to  show  how  they  should  be  cred- 
ited, it  is  impossible  to  compile 
an  absolutely  correct  statement  of 
this  kind.  This  list  is,  however,  vve 
believe,  fairly  correct  and  capable  of 
serving  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
intended. 


LIST  OF  UNIONS  OF  THE 

CALGARY  CONSTITUENCY 

With  dues  paid  by  each  up  to 
December  31st,  1913. 

Director— H.  W.  WOOD,  Carstairs. 

No.  Union  Dues  Paid 

58  Strathmore   $38.00 

62  Acme   34.50 

63  Roseview   14.00 

122  Namaka    5.o0 

149  Dalroy   14.00 

174  Tan  y  Bryn  10.00 

199  Langdon   21.50 

239  Airdrie   30.50 

245  Hawkeye   14.00 

286  Bottrel   14.00 

289  Strangmuir   9.50 

327  Rugby    6.75 

347  Horse  Creek   30.00 

352  Brushy  Ridge   22-00 

382  Carstairs   28.00 

461  Needmore   20.25 

471  Floral   J  34.50 

538  Sunshine   21.50 

551  Beddington   23.75 

642  Cremona    5.00 

666  Buttes    6.50 

677  Cheadle   6-50 

Total  for  Calgary  $410.25 


Total  Unions,  1913  25 

Total  Unions,  1914  '^8 

Total  Membership,  1914  __820 

Membership,  New  Unions  36 

Membership  all  Unions,  1913  980 

Membership,  same  Unions,  1914_78o 


Decrease  195  members 


LIST  OF  UNIONS  OF  THE 

MACLEOD  CONSTITUENCY 

With  dues  paid  by  each  up  to 
December  31st,  1914. 

Director— J.  QUINSEY,  Nobleford. 
No.  Union.  Dues  Paid 

79  Claresholm  Five  Mile  $30.50 

80  Spring  Ridge    6.00 

105  Rocky  Coulee   21.50 

106  Cowley   102.50 

107  Pincher  Creek   31.50 

109  Wheatland    3.00 

112  Prairie  Dell    7-50 

119  Rosebutte  17.25 

125  Mountain  Peak   10.00 

147  Summerview   14.00 

177  Pearce    9,50 

182  White  Lake   8.25 

186  Plainfield   17.00 

195  Berrywater   17.00 

197  West  Lethbridge    7.50 

202  Carnforth   14.50 

207  Granum   18-50 

212  Hazlemere    5.00 

215  Daily  Creek   5.50 

219  Aldersyde   21.00 

221  McBride  Lake,  etc  25.00 

222  Balfour   22.25 

227  Orton   8.00 

250  Pine   Coulee   6.00 

259  Cayley   10.00 

269  Retlaw   13.50 

281  Carmangay   22.50 

309  Blackie   15.00 

313  Buckeye    8.00 

322  Tongue  Creek   3.50 

349  Seven  Persons   11.50 

360  Valley  View   10.00 

364  Twin  Butte   10.50 

366  Noble    7.00 

367  Sun  Prairie  23.00 

369  Utopia    7-00 

412  Champion   12.00 
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423  Sharon    8.7^ 

431  Sexton  Creek   43.50 

544  Harper    3.00 

552  Garden  Prairie    8.75 

605  Parkland   12.00 

€37  Glenwoodville    5.50 

€63  Waterton    9.50 

667  Rathwell    5.00 

€75    900 

Total  for  Macleod  $687.25 

Total  Unions,  1913   78 

Total  Unions,  1914   S3 

Total  Membership,  1914  1380 

Membership  New  Unions    82 

Membership  all  Unions,  1913  1256 

Membership,  same  Unions,  1914__1298 

Increase  1—  i2 


LIST  OF  UNIONS  OF  THE 

Strathcona  Constituency 

With  dues  paid  by  each  up  to 
,     December  31st,  1914 

Director— H.   G.   VICKERY,  Strome. 


No.  Union                Dues  Paid 

1    Strathcona   $  5.00 

22    Thordensjold   11-00 

26    Burnt  Lake   11.75 

30    Wavy  Lake    8.00 

42    Prairie  Park  10-50 

49  Holden  14.00 

50  Melville   19.75 

74    Tofield-Kingman   17.50 

117    Irma    9.00 

134    North  Conjuring  Creek   6.00 

146    Hastings  Coulee   12.00 

161    Winona   19.75 

167    Hiawatha    3.00 

170    Swan  Hill   13.00 

184    Moyerton    4-50 

191    Creighton   15.00 

260    Wainwright   10.00 

290    Lake  Demay    3.50 

323    West  Salisbury   10.00 

326    Cummings    7.00 

332    Willow  Hollow   25.00 

337    Fairgrove   11.50 

343  Uneeda    5.50 

344  Victor   17.00 

361    Pelican  Lake    8-00 

387    Arnold   10.00 

415    McCafferty   35.00 

420    Sunny  Vale   27.25 

427    Bloomington  Valley    6.00 

434    Bently   23.50 

439    Autumn  Leaf    9.;j0 


449    Killarney    4.75 

482    Green  Valley   10.00 

495    Miquelon    7.00 

528  Edburg    9-00 

529  Scotstoun    9.00 

575    Camrose    22.45 

579  Chesterwold    13.50 

580  Hampton    9.50 

582    Bloomington  Heights    13.50 

591    Leith    15.50 

595    Poplar  Dale   25.00 

599    Gretna   9..50 

604    Park  Hill    12.50 

607    Earlie    6-00 

611    Heath    19.50 

622    Tofield    21.50 

627    Lone  Ridge    19.00 

633  Bardo    12.50 

634  Pigeon  Lake    6.00 

669    Falun   6.00 

672    Freshwater    4.50 


Total   for  Strathcona___$644.85 

Total  Unions,  1913   100 

Total  Unions,  1914  117 

Total  Membership,  1914  1290 

Membership,  New  Unions  434 

Membership,  all  Unions,  1913  845 

Membership,  same  Unions,  1914__  856 


Increase   11 


LIST  OF   UNIONS   OF  THE 

RED  DEER  CONSTITUENCY 

With  dues  paid  by  each  up  to 
December  31st,  1914. 

Directer— D.  BUCKINGHAM,  Stettler 


No.  Union  Dues  Paid 

11  Olds   $10.50 

12  Didsbury    8.50 

13  Penhold   27.00 

31  Dickson    6.00 

52  Milton    9.00 

53  Edwell   20.25 

59  Hillsdown    3.00 

71  Lake  View   10-50 

72  East  Lynne  12.00 

82  Red  Deer  12.50 

84  Great  Bend    5.00 

89  Stettler   31.50 

104  Botha  32.50 

126  Provost    8.00 

129  Gadsby   23.00 

130  Trenville    9.00 

140  Halkirk   22.50 

150  Cumberland   3-00 

157  Stainslelgh   11.50 

196  Silver  Lake   8.50 
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206  Gilby    5.50 

213  Three  Hills    7.00 

229  Castor   35.00 

231  Cornucopia   23.00 

233  Asker   14.00 

236  Red  Willow   4.b0 

242  Craigmyle   39.00 

253  Cralton   18.00 

264  Endiang   21.50 

265  Cadogan   11.50 

276  Harmony   47.00 

294  Rimby   42.00 

296  Painter  Creek   6.25 

310  Garden  Plains   44.2.'> 

312  Sullivan  Lake  24.75 

331  Hogodone   5.00 

333  Downing   13.50 

342  Broadview   22-00 

348  New  Brigden   25.25 

354  Glenwood    8.25 

356  Wood   River   16.25 

359  Progressive   13. pO 

363  Veteran   78.75 

373  Elnora   19.00 

374  Federal   13.50 

400  Rumsey    3.00 

405  Letts    6.00 

406  Zetland    9-37 

414  Starkie   25.00 

416  Minot   16.50 

419  Connaught    7.00 

421  Lakeside   22.00 

422  Lauderdale    6.00 

443  Loyalist    6.00 

447  Maple  Glen   11.00 

451  Climax   15.00 

452  Milnerton    9.00 

454  Arbordale    6-50 

459  Morrin   15.00 

460  Horsehaven   51.50 

462  Sarcee  Butte   11.15 

463  Pine  Lake   11.25 

463  Gough  Lake    7.50 

466  La  Pearl   12.75 

481  Little  Cap   10.00 

485  Linda    7.50 

493  Ferry  Point   20.00 

497  Rowley   11-00 

526  Custer   21.75 

530  Mecheche    2.50 

541  Pleasant  View   15.50 

542  Eastside    7.50 

549  Lochinvar    2.50 

553  Eye  Hill    8.00 

554  Raven   1  16.00 

557  Highland   31.00 

565  Rutherford   22.50 

569  Alix   12-50 

578  Ferry  Bank  15.00 

584  Brooks    8.50 

586  Strand    91.00 

590  Arbor  Park   10.00 


594  Johnson    9.00 

597  Drumgrow    9.00 

598  Bismark   10.50 

608  Pleasant  Hills   9.00 

609  Wilhelmina   36.00 

610  Leafield   19-00 

613  Butze   14.25 

615  Scollard   22.00 

616  Burns   12.75 

618  Olive   11.00 

619  Little  Jim    8.00 

623  lowalta    2.50 

628  Grand  Meadow   13.50 

629  Dowling  Lake   7.00 

631  Horseshoe    7.50 

632  Naco   14-50 

638  Fairfield   10.75 

640  Water  Glen   7.50 

650  Deer  Creek  Valley   8.00 

653  Battle  Bend   9.50 

655  Stonelaw   21.50 

656  Big  Bend    8.25 

665  Glenelen    2.00 

668  Bideford    5.50 

670  Sounding  Lake    1.50 

674  Talbot    6-50 

Total  for  Red  Deer__$1600.27 

Total  Unions,  1913   140 

Total  Unions,  1914  173 

Total  Membership,  1914  3200 

Membership,  New  Unions   728 

Membership,  all  Unions,  1913  2718 

Membership,  same  Unions,  1914__2472 

Decrease   246 


LIST  OF  UNIONS  OF  THE 

Medicine  Hat  Constituency 

With  dues  paid  by  each  up  to 
December  31st,  1914. 
Director— D.  D.  TREGO,  Gleichen. 


No.  Union               Dues  Paid 

96    Gleichen   $38.50 

160    Queenstown  34.00 

168    Kasimir   10.00 

172    Iron  Springs    5.50 

187  Broadview    6.00 

188  Sweet  Valley   12-75 

192    Turin   4.25 

210    Fertile  Plains   26.75 

218    Bowell   7.50 

240    Sundial    2.00 

243  Lone  Star   6.50 

244  Rolling  Green  12.50 

247    Brunetta   15.50 

268    Altorado    8.25 

320    Carlstadt   12.00 
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334  Creole  Belle   10-00 

336  Bluegrass   29.00 

338  Whitla   27.00 

340  Peerless    6.00 

3&7  Youngstown   38.00 

378  Carbon   11.50 

380  Excel    8.50 

388  River  Bend    9.50 

390  Piegan  Valley  14.00 

392  Rainy  Hills   16.50 

394  Sunny  Alberta  50-00 

399  Lost  Lake   17.25 

407  Bigstone    6.50 

410  Hillview    6.50 

413  Amunson    9.25 

428  Allersville    8.50 

429  Chinook    1.00 

435  Rainy  Valley  10.75 

438  Comrey    8.25 

440  Silverleaf    9.00 

444  Crocus  Plains  20-00 

446  Northern  Light   11.50 

448  Munson   14.50 

457  Blair  Athol    4.50 

468  Pendant  O'Reille   20.75 

470  Lucky  Strike   16.00 

472  Pandora   23.00 

473  Sunnynook,    1.00 

477  Commercial   12.00 

479  Rolling  Prairie    .50 

480  Cereal   31-50 

483  Drumheller   20.00 

484  Cluny    8.50 

486  Barnwell   10.00 

489  Standard   15.00 

490  Minda  Pioneers   12.00 

492  Catchum    4.25 

494  Hand  Hills    5.00 

499  Masinasin   11.00 

502  Energetic   22.50 

503  Miner's  Coulee   12-00 

508  Collholme    5.00 

509  Swallwell    6.50 

513  Mere   39.00 

514  Fairacres   16.50 

515  Greensward    3.25 

518  Glenada   26.00 

519  Golden  Hill   2.50 

520  Mansfield    9.00 

521  Winnington    8.00 

522  Clemens   33-00 

523  Red  Cross   12.75 

525  Northampton  12.50 

531  Berenice    2.00 

533  Breed   Creek   16.00 

534  Buffalo  Bird    9.50 

536  Hanna   18.50 

537  Belmont   13.00 

543  Dowkar   22.00 

545  Stanmore    3.75 

547  Parr    8-50 

559  Twelve  Mile    8.50 


562  Lomond    27.50 

563  Badger  Lake    12.50 

567  Seal   10.50 

568  Stern    9.00 

570  Universal    26.50 

571  Sleepy  Hollow    6.50 

572  Wavy  Plain   14.50 

573  Acadia    34.75 

576  Endon    5-00 

577  Raley   6.00 

571  Heathdale    7.00 

585  Progress    20.25 

586  Love  Vale    2.5.00 

587  Cabin  Lake    6.50 

589  La  Coates   16.50 

595  Springburn    33.25 

601  Sounding  Creek   28.00 

602  New  Bliss    10.50 

606  Oyen    24.00 

612  Sharron    18.50 

620  Keswick    3.00 

625  Kawksdale    6-00 

626  Hunging  riill    5.00 

635  Twin  Lakes                      —  14.00 

636  Irvine    18.00 

641  Mapleine    9.50 

643  Lonebutte    35.50 

644  Hilda    10.75 

647  Cappon    B.75 

648  Finn  Lake   10.50 

649  Schuler    10.00 

652  Hillcrest    15.00 

654  Many  Island  Lake   6.00 

657  Parsonville    6.00 

659  Sunnyvale    1.50 

661  Vandyne    7.00 

662  Golden  Valley    11.75 

671  Pancras    20-00 

673  Empress    10.50 


Total  for  Medicine  Hat__$1602.25 

Total  Unions,  1913  132 

Total  Unions,  1914  169 

Total  Members,  1914  3204 

Membership,  New  Unions   984 

Membership,  all  Unions,  1913  2940 

Membership,  same  Unions,  1914__2220 

Decrease   720 


LIST  OF  UNIONS  OF  THE 

EDMONTON  CONSTITUENCY 

With  dues  paid  by  each  up  to 
December  31st,  1914. 

Director — F.  C.  CLARE,  Edmonton. 
No.  Union  Dues  Paid 

2    Bon  Accord   $  5.00 

18    Namao  45.00 
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20  Edmonton   15.50 

131  Onoway  10.00 

319  Mewassin   10-50 

355  Hazeldean    3.00 

417  Brightwood   30.00 

540  Colinton    7.50 

566  Campsie    7.00 

583  Partridge  Hill  14.50 

592  Magnolia    6.50 

593  Stony  Plain   17.50 

603  Inga    6.50 

639  Keep  Hills    7.25 


Total  for  Edmonton___$185.75 

Total  Unions,  1913   20 

Total  Unions,  1914    27 

Total   Members,    1914  371 

Membership,  New  Unions   118 

Membership,  All  Unions,  1913  227 

Membership,  same  Unions,  1914__  255 

Increase    28 


LIST  OF  UNIONS  OF  THE 

VICTORIA  CONSTITUENCY 

With  the  dues  paid  by  each  up  to 
December  31st,  1914. 

Director— P.  S.  AUSTIN,  Ranfurley. 
No.  Union  Dues  Paid 

3  East  Clover  Bar   $14.65 

4  Vegreville   11.00 


8  Streamstown   8.75 

25  Ranfurly    1.50 

76  Blackfoot    6.15 

98  Dewberry   16.25 

135  Bellcamp    5-50 

151  Chailey    9.00 

158  Broken  Hill  15.00 

339  Riverton   26.75 

424  King  Edward    7.00 

436  Kitscoty    3.50 

500  Victoria   14.25 

510  Lake  Alice    2.50 

512  Jumbo  Hill    7.50 

546  Hindville   32.00 

564  Elk  Point    8-50 

614  Warwickville    8.60 

624  Pine  Creek    7/dO 

630  Turkey  Hill  19.50 

646  Braes  O'Benachie    4.50 

660  Claysmore   14.00 

678  Del  Norte    6.t>0 


Total  for  Victoria  $249.50 

Total  Unions,  1913   46 

Total  Unions,  1914   54 

Total  Membership,  1914   459 

Membership,  New  Members  137 

Membership,  all  Unions,  1913  441 

Membership,  same  Unions,  19l4__  322 

Decrease   119 


OFFICIAL  MINUTES 

OF  THE 

Seventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
held  in  Edmonton,  January  19,  20,  21,  1915. 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  JANUARY  19. 

The  Convention  was  formally  opened  at  10  a.m.  sharp  by  Mr.  D.  W. 
Warner,  Fist  Vice-President,  who  referred  feelingly  to  the  loss  which  the 
Organization  had  suffered  in  the  death  of  President  W.  J.  Tregillus.  A 
committee  was  appointed  on  behalf  of  the  Convention  to  prepare  a  resolu- 
tion of  condolence  with  the  family  of  the  late  President. 

Mr.  Sydney  Tregillus,  brother  of  the  late  W.  J.  Tregillus,  thanked  the 
'Convention  for  the  many  resolutions  received  from  local  unions  all  over  the 
Province. 

Mayor  Henry  welcomed  the  delegates  on  behalf  of  the  City  of  Edmonton. 

The  first  order  of  business  was  the  election  of  the  chairman. 

Mr.  James  Speakman  was  nominated  but  withdrew.  Mr.  H.  W.  Wood 
was  nominated  but  withdrew.  Mr.  Rice  Sheppard  was  nominated,  but  with- 
drew. Mr.  D.  W.  Warner  was  nominated  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Buchanan  was 
nominated. 

A  motion  to  close  nominations  was  carried  and  on  a  show  of  hands  Mr. 
D.  W.  Warner  was  elected  chairman  of  Convention. 

Memorial  folders  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  J.  Tregillus,  were  distributed  to 
all  delegates  present. 

Hon.  Duncan  Marshall,  Minister  of  Agriculture  for  the  Province  of 
Alberta  addressed  the  Convention. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Messrs.  C  F.  Brown,  R.  G.  Lister  and  R.  P. 
Ottewell,  Committee  on  Credentials. 

DIRECTORS'  REPORT. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  read  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Warner 
and  adopted  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Sorensen  and  Fitzgerald. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned  till  2  p.m. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 

A  motion  that  all  reports  be  adopted  without  being  read  from  the  plat- 
form was  carried,  but  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Speakman  and  Nathorst,  this 
was  re-considered  and  reports  were  read  as  usual. 

REPORT  OF  SECRETARY 

The  Secretary  read  his  report  together  with  his  suggestions  on  organi- 
zation work,  both  reports  being  adopted  as  read  by  unanimous  vote. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MARKET  AND  TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE. 

This  report  was  read  by  Mr.  James  Speakman  and  a  number  of  questions 
asked  by  delegates  present.  It  was  finally  moved,  seconded  and  carried, 
that  this  report  be  adopted  as  read. 
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REPORT  OF  MEMORIAL  COMMITTEE 


Mr.  G.  W.  Buchanan  submitted  the  following  resolution  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee. 

To  the  Family  of  the  Late  Mr.  W.  J.  Tregillus: 

We,  the  delegates  to  the  Seventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  do  hereby  express  our  most  sincere  sympathy  with  you 
in  the  great  loss  you  have  sustained  through  the  death  of  husband,  father 
and  brother. 

Connected  as  Mr.  Tregillus  was  for  many  years  with  the  Farmers' 
organizations  of  this  Province,  through  his  sterling  qualities  so  frequently 
shown  by  his  self-sacrifice  in  connection  with  our  work,  we  had  come  to 
look  upon  him  as  the  champion  of  our  rights  who  could  always  be  depended 
upon  in  the  hour  of  need.  We  also  feel  that  the  life  of  the  late  President, 
both  in  word  and  deed,  has  set  us  an  example  of  devotion  to  principle  which 
will  ever  be  before  us  in  our  lives  and  work. 

G.  W.  BUCHANAN. 


Committee: 


R.  WHITFIELD. 
A.  A.  HALL. 
C.  RICE  JONES. 
J.  L.  BROWN. 


Report  unanimously  adopted  by  standing  vote. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 

Mr.  Weir  moved  and  Mr.  Miner  seconded,  that  this  report  be  adopted 
and  that  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  extended  to  the  Grain  Growers' 
Co.  for  their  handsome  donation. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  LEGISLATION 

This  report  was  read  by  Mr.  Speakman  and  adopted  as  read  on  motion 
of  Messrs.  Hogan  and  McLachlan. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PORK  PACKING  COMMITTEE 

This  report  was  read  by  Mr.  E.  Carswell  and  adopted  on  motion  of 
Messrs.  Grenville  and  Henderson. 

The  following  resolution  submitted  by  the  Directors  and  arising  out  of 
the  report  was  tabled  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Stirrett  and  Hinckley. 

"That  the  Directors  advise  that  the  handling  of  Live  Stock  be  continued 
along  the  same  lines  and  under  the  same  management  as  during  the  past 
year  until  such  conditions  exist  as  will  warrant  the  erection  of  a  packing 
plant." 

—TABLED. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

RESOLUTIONS   LEFT  OVER   FROM   THE   LAST  CONVENTION 
C.P.R.  LANDS. 

Sunnyvale  Union,  No.  420 — 

"Whereas,  the  C.P.R.  Co.  are  selling  their  lands  along  their  lines 
for  a  consideration  of  considerably  less  than  lands  of  the  same  class  ana 
relative  location  along  other  railroad  lines,  which,  in  our  humble  opinion, 
is  a  discrimination  against  one  part  of  the  country  in  favor  of  another. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  upon  our  Executive  to  take  this 
matter  up  at  the  annual  Convention  at  Edmonton.  We  further  ask  the  co- 
operation of  all  unions  of  the  U.F.A.,  giving  this  their  consideration  and 
hearty  support  at  the  Convention,  thus  helping  to  right  this  injustice  if 
possible.'' 

Both  this  resolution  and  an  amendment  condemning  the  C.P.R.  for  sell- 
ing land  at  inflated  values  in  any  district  were  tabled  by  a  large  majority. 
The  Convention  adjourned  till  7.30  p.m. 
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EVENING  SESSION 

RESOLUTIONS  LEFT  OVER  FROM  LAST  CONVENTION 
GOVERNMENT  STEAMSHIPS. 

"Whereas,  the  farmers  are  greatly  handicapped  by  excessive  freight 
rfttee  on  land  and  sea; 

"Resolved:  That  this  convention  ask  the  Edmonton  convention  to  en- 
dorse the  action  of  the  Dominion  Millers'  Association  in  asking  the  govern- 
ment to  own  and  operate  a  line  of  freight  steamers  to  carry  our  grain  and 
flo«r  to  the  markets  of  the  world." 

After  discussion,  it  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  this  resolution 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

INTERLOCKING  DIRECTORATES. 
Wheatland  Centre  Union,  No.  109 — 

"Whereas,  there  is  cumulative  evidence  from  many  sources,  both 
in  our  country  and  in  the  United  States,  of  the  evil  effects  of  a  few  men 
controlling  the  large  financial  and  commercial  institutions  by  being  officers 
and  directors  in  many  companies,  and 

"Whereas,  in  the  States  this  practice  has  become  so  general  that  they 
are  trying  to  abolish  it  by  statute,  and  in  this  country  has  grown  to  such 
an  alarming  extent  as  to  cause  our  official  organ,  the  Grain  Growers'  Guide, 
to  make  a  vigorous  fight  against  it,  and 

"Whereas,  we  believe  that  this  is  a  practice  which  is  wrong  in  prin- 
ciple and  should  be  abolished; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  we  declare  ourselves  as  unalterably 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  interlocking  directorates  wherever  it  exists, 
be  it  in  our  own  and  affiliated  organizations,  or  in  the  large  monied  insti- 
tutions of  the  country,  and  would  respectfully  suggest  that  all  locals  and 
our  Executive  Board  take  action  towards  suppressing  this  practice; 

"And  be  it  further  resolved:  That  we  strongly  commend  the  Grain 
Growers'  Guide  for  the  firm  stand  they  have  taken  in  opposition  to  it." 

Mr.  Weir  moved,  Mr.  Cameron  seconded,  that  the  resolution  be  adopted 
as  read. 

Amendment — 

Mr.  Jackman  moved,  Mr.  Wardrope  seconded — "That  the  resolution  be 
amended  by  inserting  after  the  word  "Directorates,"  in  line  2,  paragraph 
4,  the  words  "any  commercial  companies"  making  it  read  "the  principle  of 
interlocking  directorates  in  commercial  companies  wherever  it  exists,  etc., 
etc." 

After  a  lengthy  discussion,  the  amendment  was  tabled  and  the  original 
motion  carried  by  a  very  large  majority. 

TAXATION  OF  RAILWAY  LANDS 

Moved  by  Strathmore  Union,  No.  58:  — 

"Whereas,  numerous  schools  have  had  to  be  closed  down  due  to 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  vacant  lands  and  farms  being  exempt  from 
taxation,  and,  , 

"Whereas,,  we  find  it  unjust  that  certain  districts  are  alone  to  bear  the 
burden  of  the  exemption  of  taxation  which  the  Dominion  Government  has 
bestowed  upon  all  lands  held  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company. 

"Resolved,  that  we  respectfully  request  the  Dominion  Vovernment  to 
pay  the  taxes  upon  these  vacant  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  lands 
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and  farms  to  the  rural  school  districts,  and  likewise  the  various  municipali- 
ties which  contain  C.P.R.  lands,  as  these  municipalities  are  laboring  under 
great  hardship  when  building  roads  and  other  improvements. 

"And  be  it  further  resolved,  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the 
Dominion  Government,  and  also  to  the  Provincial  Government  of  Alberta, 
with  a  request  to  bring  about  immediate  relief." 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried,  that  this  resolution  be  adopted. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  9  am.  on  Wednesday 
morning. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  JANUARY  20 

AMENDMENTS   TO   THE  CONSTITUTION 

The  Session  opened  with  a  discussion  as  to  whether  the  Directors  were 
to  be  elected  in  accordance  with  the  old  number  of  federal  constituencies, 
which  was  seven,  or  under  the  new  Distribution  Bill,  which  would  give 
fourteen.  It  was  finally  decided  that  the  Re-distribution  Bill  was  not  yet 
in  force  and  a  motion  to  elect  on  the  same  basis  as  usual  was  carried  by 
a  large  majority. 

Pandora  Union,  No.  472— 

1.  "Whereas,  the  large  increase  in  the  membership  of  the  U.F.A.  has 
created  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  delegates  attending  the  annual 
convention;  and 

"Whereas,  the  large  number  of  delegates  present  does  not  help  to  expe- 
dite the  business  of  the  Convention,  but  rather  to  the  contrary; 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  Section  4  of  the  Constitution  be  amended 
by  deleting  that  portion  reading:  "elected  in  the  ratio  of  one  delegate  for 
every  ten,  and  major  portion  of  ten,  paid  up  members,"  and  substituting 
therefor:  "elected  in  the  ratio  of  one  delegate  for  the  first  ten  members  and 
thereafter  in  the  proportion  of  one  delegate  for  every  25  paid  up  members 
or  major  portion  thereof." 

On  discussion  a  motion  to  adopt  the  above  amendment  was  lost. 

Strathmore  Union,  No.  58 — 

2.  Resolved: — That  the  nomination  of  officers  at  the  annual  convention 
be  the  third  order  of  business  a?  stipulated  in  the  present  constitution,  with 
the  following  amendment: — that  the  delegates  have  the  privilege  of  casting 
their  ballots  any  time  before  the  commencement  of  the  business  of  the  Con- 
vention on  the  last  day,  and  that  duly  appointed  scrutineers  shall  receive 
the  ballots  in  a  properly  sealed  ballot  box  at  certain  fixed  hours  during  the 
Convention,  the  scrutineers  having  proper  lists  of  the  delegates  upon  which 
to  note  the  votes  as  they  are  cast  by  the  delegates.  Should  the  same  dele- 
gate be  elected  a  vice-president  as  well  as  a  director,  then  his  place  as 
a  director  will  be  taken  by  the  delegate  with  the  next  highest  number  of 
votes  in  his  constituency." 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  Worthington  and  Miner,  the  above  resolution  was 
carried. 

^    ^  ADDRESS. 

Mr.  R.  P.  Ottewell  representing  the  University  of  Alberta,  spoke  on  the 
work  of  the  Extension  Department  of  the  University  and  was  accorded  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks. 
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WAR  RELIEF. 

McCafferty  Union,  No.  415 — 

3.  "Whereas,  the  farmers  of  the  Northwest  benefit  rather  than  suffer 
from  the  effects  of  the  present  European  War;  and 

"Whereas,  the  enhanced  price  of  wheat  means  extra  hardship  upon 
the  people  of  the  older  countries; 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  a  petition  be  circulated  through  the  three 
prairie  provinces  asking  all  farmers  for  subscriptions,  the  money  sub- 
scribed to  be  used  for  the  relief  of  distress  in  the  British  Empire,  due  to 
the  war." 


(3  a)    Board  of  Directors,  U.F.A. — 

"We,  the  representatives  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  assembled 
in  our  Annual  Convention,  desirous  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  help  our  coun- 
try, and  to  give -relief  to  the  sufferers  in  the  present  war,  especially  to  the 
people  of  Belgium,  pledge  ourselves  to  call  together  our  Unions  as  soon 
as  possible  after  our  return  home,  and  to  appeal  to  them  for  subscriptions 
in  money  and  farm  produce,  such  gifts  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  our 
Central  Office  in  the  name  of  each  Union,  and  then  offered  as  the  gift  of 
the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  to  the  British  Authorities,  to  be  used  by 
them  in  the  way  that  seems  to  them  most  needful." 

Mr.  Sorensen  moved  and  Mr.  Whitfield  seconded — 

That  Resoultion  3  (a),  submitted  by  the  Board  of  Directors  be  adopted. 

Carried. 

INTERNATIONAL  PEACE. 

Board  of  Directors — 

4.  "We,  the  representatives  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  assembled 
in  our  Annual  Convention,  in  view  of  the  awful  destruction  of  life  and  prop- 
erty and.  the  infinite  misery  resulting  from  the  present  war,  desire  to  express 
our  deep  conviction  that  when  the  terms  of  peace  are  settled  at  the  end  of 
the  war,  the  chief  aim  must  be  to  make  future  wars  impossible  so  that  the 
end  of  this  war  shall  be  the  end  of  all  wars  between  civilized  nations,  and 
to  effect  this,  the  peace  should  be  arranged,  not  on  lines  of  conquest  and 
national  humiliation,  leaving  a  rankling  soreness  and  bitterness  and  plant- 
ing the  seeds,  of  future  wars,  but  on  lines  aiming  at  satisfying  all  legitimate 
national  aspirations,  destroying  militarism  in  all  countries,  bringing  about 
general  disarmament  and  abolishing  all  manufacturing  of  arms  and  muni- 
tions of  war  in  private  factories,  so  that  no  man  can  derive  profit  from  the 
slaughter  of  his  fellowmen." 

Mr.  Whitfield  moved  and  Mr.  Tyson  seconded — 
That  the  Resolution  be  adopted  as  read. 

Carried. 

FREE  TRADE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Board  of  Directors — 

5.  "We,  the  representatives  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  assem- 
bled in  our  Annual  Convention,  request  the  Government  and  Parliament 
of  Canada,  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  to  abolish  the  customs  tariff 
between  Great  Britain  and  Canada,  so  as  to  give  the  same  free  entry  to 
British  goods  coming  into  Canada  as  Canadian  goods  have  in  going  into 
Great  Britain,  a  measure  which  we  consider  to  be  in  the  best  interests  of 
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the  people  of  Canada,  as  well  as  a  fitting  expression  of  Imperial  unity  in 
the  present  crisis." 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jas.  Miner,  the  following  words  were  added 
to  the  original  resolution — 

"and  further,  that  we  want  free  trade  with  all  countries." 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried  with  a  bare  half-dozen  dissent- 
ing. 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  Jas.  Speakman  by  F.  J.  Powell. 

Mr.  Jas.  Miner  by  C.  Rice  Jones. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Wood  by  F.  C.  Clare. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Warner  was  nominated  but  withdrew. 

A  motion  to  close  nominations  carried,  as  did  also  one  giving  the  can- 
didate five  minutes  each  in  which  to  address  the  Convention. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned  until  1.30  p.m. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 


Prior  to  the  opening  the  delegates  were  treated  to  a  splendid  organ 
recital  by  Prof-  Hunt,  who  was  accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CREDENTIAL  COMMITTEE 

The  following  report  was  read  by  Mr.  Speakman  on  behalf  of  the  Cre- 
dential Committee. 

Your  Credential  Committee  beg  to  report  that  the  credentials  of  all 
delegates  are  in  order  and  that  they  are  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  Conven- 
tion, to  take  part  in  its  deliberations  and  to  vote  on  all  questions  coming 
before  the  meeting. 

We  have  found,  however,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  the  exact 
representation  to  which  each  Union  is  properly  entitled  because  of  the  in- 
definite phraseology  of  the  Constitution  in  regard  to  the  apportionment  of 
delegates.  We  therefore  recommend  that  the  attached  resolution  be  for- 
warded by  this  Convention  to  next  year's  Resolution  Committee,  to  be  acted 
on  by  the  next  annual  Convention. 

r     CHAS.  F.  BROWN. 
Committee.  j      R.  G.  LYSTER. 

[     R.  P.  OTTEWELL. 

This  Report  was  adopted  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Weir  and  Rock. 


RESOLUTION  OF  CREDENTIAL  COMMITTEE 

"That  the  representation  of  any  local  union  at  the  Annual  Convention 
shall  be  on  the  basis  of  the  membership  dues  sent  in  by  such  local  during 
the  previous  year  and  acknowledged  by  the  Central  Office." 

This  resolution  was  adopted  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Glambeck  and  Miner. 
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AGRICULTURAL  CREDIT. 
Kerriemuir  Union,  No.  609 — 

6.  "Whereas,  the  present  banking  system  of  Canada  is  very  unsatis- 
factory to  the  farmers  of  Western  Canada  to  carry  on  their  banking  busi- 
ness and  we  believe  that  a  lot  of  our  present  difficulties  could  be  solved  if 
a  co-operative  bank  were  established. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  Kerriemuir  Union,  No.  609,  is  in  favor 
that  such  steps  be  taken  at  the  convention  at  Edmonton  to  establish  a  bank- 
ing system  to  be  worked  out  as  the  Convention  may  decide." 

Falrgrove  Union,  No.  337 — 

"Resolved,  that  the  Government  be  asked  to  formulate  some  scheme 
whereby  the  farmer  may  have  cheaper  money,  as  the  need  for  this  is  felt 
more  pressing  every  day.'' 

Rutherford  Union,  No.  565 — 

"Resolved,  that  we  are  in  favor  of  the  Executive  of  the  U.F.A.  to  work 
out  some  plan  whereby  the  farmers  can  secure  cheaper  money  and  a  better 
line  of  credit  which  we  believe  can  be  brought  about  by  a  system  of  farmers' 
Banks," 

West  Salisbury  Union,  No.  323 — 

"Loans  to  settlers  on  the  New  Zealand  plan,  and  inasmuch  as  the  farm- 
ers have  been  agitating  for  these  reforms  ever  since  they  have  been  organ- 
ized, and  resolutions  have  been  passed  at  the  last  four  or  five  conventions 
asking  our  Executive  to  push  the  question  of  cheap  money  to  the  front, 
without  any  results,  we  believe  the  surest  way  for  the  farmers  to  secure  the 
legislation  we  desire,  is  to  have  every  candidate  for  office  in  the  U.F.A. 
pledge  himself  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the  majority  and  we  suggest  that  a 
copy  of  this  resolution  be  presented  to  every  member  of  the  Dominion 
Parliament,  and  in  case  of  an  election,  to  any  candidate  offering  himself. 


AGRICULTURAL  CREDIT. 

Consolidated  Resolution — 

'"Resolved,  that  the  Government  be  asked  to  provide  legislation 
whereby  the  farmer  may  secure  cheaper  money  and  a  better  line  of  credit 
which  we  believe  can  be  secured  by  means  of  Co-operative  Credit  Associa- 
tions." 

Mr.  Ball  moved  and  Mr.  Miller  seconded  as  an  amendment,  that  the 
West  Salisbury  resolution  be  adopted. 

On  discussion  and  the  assurance  that  the  matter  would  be  carefully 
considered  by  the  incoming  Board  of  Directors  as  outlined  in  the  Report 
on  Legislation  the  amendment  was  voted  down  and  the  consolidated  resolu- 
tion carried. 

CO-OPERATIVE  WHOLESALE  SOCIETY. 

Gleichen  Union,  No.  96 — 

7.  "Whereas  it  has  become  apparent  that  by  having  our  members  do 
their  co-operative  buying  through  another  organization  causes  our  members 
to  neglect  our  meetings  and  thereby  lose  interest  in  the  work  which  the 
unions  are  doing,  and 

"Whereas  various  flouring  mills,  lumber  companies,  coal  companies 
and  wholesale  houses  have  during  the  past  year  been  signifying  their 
willingness  to  do  business  with  our  organization,  and 
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"Whereas  we  believe  that  to  have  the  co-operative  buying  done  through 
our  organization,  and  all  orders  passed  through  the  hands  of  our  local 
secretaries,  and  through  our  central  office,  would  tend  to  increase  the  atten- 
dance of  our  local  unions  and  thereby  increase  the  interest  of  our  members 
in  all  the  branches  of  our  work,  and  the  strength  of  our  organizations, 
therefore 

"Be  it  resolved:  That  the  annual  convention  instruct  the  central  office, 
to  make  the  best  possible  arrangements  with  one  or  more  flouring  mills, 
coal  companies,  lumber  companies,  oil  companies  and  wholesale  houses  in 
the  province  or  elsewhere  for  such  articles  as  can  be  purchased  co-opera- 
tively to  advantage  by  the  members  of  our  organization,  and  that  the 
central  office  arrange  a  commission  from  all  concerns  with  which  they  do 
business  of  approximately  $5  to  $10  on  all  carload  shipments,  and  5%  on 
less  than  carload  shipments  purchased  by  our  unions  to  be  placed  in  a 
special  fund  for  meeting  the  expense  to  the  central  office  of  carrying  on 
the  extra  expense  of  this  department,  and  to  also  be  used  to  assist  with 
the  organization  work  of  the  office." 

This  resolution  was  withdrawn  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 


Amendment. 

Airdrie  Union  No.  239 — 

"Whereas  we  believe  that  the  organization  of  a  wholesale  distributing 
society  on  a  purely  co-operative  basis,  owned  and  controlled  by  the  local 
unions  of  the  U.F.A.  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  farmers  in  this  prov- 
ince as  well  as  a  source  of  strength  to  our  organization, 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved:  That  this  convention  instruct  the  incoming 
Board  of  Directors  to  arrange  for  the  incorporation  at  the  earliest  possible 
date  of  a  purely  co-operative  wholesale  society,  with  the  object  in  view  of 
providing  a  central  organization,  strictly  under  the  control  of  the  central 
office,  and  owned  by  the  local  unions  of  the  U.F.A.,  the  organization  to 
have  power  to  assist  local  unions  in  the  purchasing  of  their  supplies  and 
the  selling  of  their  produce  strictly  on  a  commiission  basis." 

There  was  considerable  discussion  on  this,  the  resolution  eventually 
being  amended  to  read  as  follows:  "Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this 
Convention  instruct  the  incoming  Board  of  Directors  to  arrange  for  the 
incorporation  at  the  earliest  possible  date  of  a  purely  co-operative  wholesale 
society,  consisting  exclusively  of  members  of  the  U.  F.  A,  with  the  object 
in  view  of  providing  a  central  organization  with  power  to  assist  local  unions 
in  the  purchasing  of  their  supplies  and  the  selling  of  their  produce  strictly 
on  a  commission  basis. 

Carried. 


River  Bend  Union,  No.  388 — 

8,  "Wheareas,  we  the  River  Bend  Local  Union,  No.  388,  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  realize  the  great  advantages  of  co-operation  in  all  its 
branches,  and  are  desirous  of  raising  funds  for  that  purpose,  among  other 
ways,  by  retaining  a  small  percentage  on  goods  purchased  for  its  members, 
and 

"Whereas,  none  of  our  members  are  shareholders  in  the  Alberta  Farm- 
ers' Co-operative  Elevator  Co.,  and 

"Whereas,  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Co-operative  Elevator  Co.  does  not  at 
the  present  time  exercise  its  full  powers  of  co-operation  in  distributing 
its  profits  to  other  than  its  shareholders,  and 

"Whereas,  latterly  all  our  orders  to  our  secretary  have  been  handed 
over  to  said  Elevator  Company,  which  means  an  increase  in  price  to  us; 
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"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  the  Executive  of  the  U.F.A.  cease 
to  hand  over  to  said  Elevator  Company  any  of  the  orders  it  receives  from 
any  union,  unless  it  has  reason  to  believe  they  are  able  to  give  a  lower 
price  for  goods  of  a  similar  quality." 

This  resolution  was  withdrawn  by  the  River  Bend  Union  on  the  pre 
ceding  resolution  being  carried. 

BALLOT  FOR  PRESIDENT 

Ballot  papers  were  distributed  and  scrutineers  appointed  for  election 
of  President. 

DELEGATION  FROM  WOMEN'S  CONVENTION 

A  delegation  from  the  Women's  Convention  was  introduced  and  after 
a  short  discussion,  on  motion,  Messrs.  Woodbridge  and  Tyson,  a  committee 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Rice  Sheppard.  Jackman  and  Sparkes  was  appointed 
to  consult  with  the  ladies  and  report  later. 


ELECTION   OF  PRESIDENT 

Mr.  James  Weir  announced  on  behalf  of  the  scrutineers  the  result  of 
the  election  for  President,  which  showed  Mr.  James  Speakman  elected  by 
a  clear  majority  on  the  first  ballot.  At  the  request  of  the  other  candidates 
Messrs.  H.  W.  Wood  and  Jas.  Miner,  Mr.  Speakman's  election  was  declared 
unanimous. 

Mr.  Speakman  addressed  the  Convention  briefly  and  asked  that  the 
First  Vice-President,  Mr.  D.  W.  Warner,  who  had  been  Acting  President 
since  the  death  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Tregillus,  be  made  Hon.  President  of  the 
Association,  which  was  done  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Giles  and  Larsen. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Warner  briefly  thanked  the  Convention. 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  VICE-PRESIDENT 

Amid  considerable  confusion,  a  large  number  of  names  were  handed 
in  for  nomination  as  Vice-President.  There  were  calls  for  the  closing 
of  nominations  and  also  for  adjournment.  Several  motions  were  declared 
out  of  order;  eventually  a  motion  to  declare  nominations  closed  was  carried, 
immediately  followed  by  a  motion  to  adjourn  was  also  declared  carried. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  till  9  a.m.  on  Thursday  morning. 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING 

The  evening  of  Wednesday,  January  20th  was  devoted  to  open  meeting. 
A  programme  consisting  of  addresses  by  Rev.  Dr.  Armstrong,  Messrs.  J.  A. 
Maharg,  J.  B.  Musselman,  G.  F.  Chipman,  T.  A.  Crerar  and  other  visitors, 
was  interspersed  with  solos  and  choral  selections  by  the  Strathcona  Choral 
Society. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  JANUARY  21st. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Warner  expressed  his  wish  to  retire  from  the  Chair  in  favor 
of  the  newly  elected  President,  Mr.  Speakman. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Warner  for  his  services. 
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Mr.  Speakman  suggested  that  owing  to  the  confusion  existing  tho 
•evening  before,  that  nominations  for  Vice-President  be  re-opened,  and  a 
motion  by  Messrs.  Prosser  and  Sparkes  to  this  effect  was  carried. 

NOMINATIONS   FOR  VICE-PRESIDENT 

(1)  S.  S.  Dunham,  Lethbridge. 

(2)  D.  D.  Trego,  Gleichen. 

(3)  Jas.  Weir,  Parkland. 

(4)  Rice  Sheppard,  Edmonton  South. 

(5)  Henry  Sorensen,  Strathmore. 

(6)  Geo.  Bevington,  Winterburne. 

(7)  H.  W.  Wood,  Carstairs. 

(8)  Jas.  Miner,  Bawlf. 

(9)  J.  A.  Lennox,  Granum. 

(10)  D.  Buckingham,  Stettler. 

(11)  A.  E.  Bates,  Stony  Plain. 

The  following  were  also  nominated  but  withdrew: — Messrs.  C.  Rice 
Jones,  E.  Carswell,  J.  L.  Brown  and  J.  L.  Sparrow. 

A  motion  declaring  nominations  closed  was  carried.  A  motion  to  dis- 
pense with  addresses  by  the  various  candidates  was  lost;  a  resolution 
allowing  them  one  minute  each  being  carried. 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried,  that  for  the  convenience  of  the 
delegates  the  names  of  the  various  candidates  for  the  Vice-Presidency,  with 
their  addresses,  be  written  on  the  black  board,  placed  on  the  platform  so 
that  all  could  see. 


ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS. 
Resolution  of  Sarcee  Butte  Union,  No.  462 — 

9.  "Whereas  the  present  system  of  divisions  for  directors  is  unfair, 
the  Medicine  Hat  division  having  over  two  hundred  locals  represented  by 
only  one  Director; 

"Therefore,  we  strongly  urge  the  convention  to  thoroughly  discuss 
this  matter  so  that  each  Director  shall  be  elected  by  an  equal  number  of 
locals  as  far  as  workable." 

This  resolution  wjs  withdrawn. 


Amendment. 

Airdrie  Union,  No.  239 — 

"Whereas  our  present  system  of  electing  Directors  by  federal  constit- 
uencies is  antiquated,  unwieldy,  and  out  of  date,  besides  being  unfair  and 
incapable  of  lending  itself  to  efficient  organization,  and 

"Whereas,  in  our  opinion,  the  largely  increased  number  of  Directors, 
If  elected  under  Sec.  5  (e)  of  our  Constitution,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
Re-distribution  Bill,  will  be  a  very  heavy  expense  to  our  Association; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  the  incoming  Board  of  Directors  be 
Instructed  to  draft  an  admendment  to  the  Constitution  providing  for  the 
division  of  the  province  into  a  given  number  of  districts,  not  to  exceed  ten, 
containing  as  far  as  can  be  conveniently  arranged  an  equal  number  of 
unions,  one  Director  to  be  elected  at  the  annual  convention,  for  each  of 
such  districts." 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  and  Mr.  Peterson  seconded 

"That  this  resolution  by  Airdrie  Union  be  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  consideration." 

Carried. 
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DISTRICT  CONVENTIONS. 

Moved  by  Consort  Union,  No.  276 — 

10.  "Whereas,  the  work  at  the  annual  convention  is  becoming  too 
heavy  to  be  handled  in  reasonable  time; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  the  province  be  divided  into  districts 
and  district  associations  be  formed,  and 

"Be  it  further  Resolved:  That  all  resolutions  for  submission  to  the 
annual  convention  be  required  to  pass  at  their  respective  district  associa- 
tions before  being  submitted  to  the  provincial  convention." 

Mr.  Thompson  moved,  Mr.  Lavor  seconded,  that  this  resolution  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Woodbridge  moved  as  an  amendment,  seconded  by  Mr.  McLachlan. 

"That  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  con- 
sideration in  conjunction  with  the  preceding  resolution. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  carrying  out  of  either  resolution  was 
largely  dependent  on  that  of  the  other,  and  for  that  reason  both  should  be 
considered  by  the  Directors,  in  devising  future  plans. 

On  the  amendment  being  put  it  was  declared  carried  and  the  resolution 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 


EQUAL  SUFFRAGE. 

Gleichen  Union,  No.  96 — 

11.  "Whereas,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  have  advocated,  first 
and  always,  equal  suffrage  for  the  women  of  our  province  and  Dominion, 
and 

"Whereas,  we  have  always  considered  them  equal  as  home  builders, 
and  they  have  always  borne  their  share  of  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life, 
and 

"Whereas,  our  provincial  government  have  never  taken  seriously  our 
former  resolutions  upon  the  subject; 

"Therefore,  be  it  now  resolved:  That  we,  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta,  do  now  demand  a  plebiscite  upon  the  question  of  equal  suffrage 
for  women." 

Mr.  Trego  moved  and  Mr.  Allgood  seconded  That  this  resoultion  ba 
adopted. 

Carried. 

RIGHTS  OF  MARRIED  WOMEN. 
Resolution  of  Sunnyvale  Local  Union,  No.  420 — 

12,  "Whereas,  there  is  no  Statute  Law  providing  for  the  legal  rights 
of  married  women  in  the  settling  of  their  husbands'  estates; 

"Be  it  therefore  resolved:  That  we  ask  the  head  Executive  to  seek  to 
prevail  upon  the  next  Legislative  Body  assembled,  to  pass  some  measure 
setting  forth  a  legal  share  to  every  married  woman  in  the  division  of  the 
estate;  also 

"Be  it  enacted,  that  no  deed  or  mortgage  be  legal  without  the  wife's 
signature." 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  wording  of  this  resolution  was  somewhat 
indefinite. 

Mr.  Woodbridge  moved,  Mr.  Weir  seconded 
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"That  this  Convention  go  on  record  as  being  heartily  in  favor  of  the 
sentiment  expressed  in  this  resolution  and  that  same  be  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  re-drafting,  after  securing  the  necessary  legal  infor- 
mation." 

Carried. 


CATTLE  GUARDS. 

Needmore  Union,  No.  461 — 

13.  "Whereas,  the  present  cattle  guards  situated  on  right  of  way  of  C.P.R. 
in  Alberta  are  quite  useless; 

"Be  it  therefore  resolved:  That  this  convention  is  of  the  opinion  that 
a  more  effective  type  should  be  put  in,  and  suggest  that  steel  guards  be 
used." 

Oalroy  Union,  No.  149 — 

13a-  "Whereas,  the  members  of  the  Dalroy  Union  have  decided  that 
the  existing  cattle  guards  as  used  by  the  railways  are  useless,  and  stock 
are  suffering  through  guard  defects; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  the  Association  take  the  matter  up 
with  the  government  and  force  them  to  provide  a  suitable  pit,  or  otherwise 
make  them  effective." 


Consoiidated  Resoiution. 

13b.  "Whereas,  tiie  cattle  guards  furnished  by  the  railway  company 
are  quite  inadequate  and  useless  for  the  purpose  they  were  erected  for,  and 

"Whereas,  under  the  existing  law  the  railway  companies  are  exempt 
from  liability  for  all  animals  killed  on  the  line  if  same  are  not  being  herded, 
which  is  unfair  in  a  free  range  country; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  we  endorse  the  petition  of  the  Can- 
adian Council  of  Agriculture,  which  has  been  placed  before  the  Dominion 
government,  that  the  railways  be  made  responsible  for  all  animals  killed 
on  the  track,  and  that  they  be  compelled  to  put  in  cattle  guards  that  will 
keep  stock  off  the  right  of  way,  compensation  for  samie,  if  the  parties  can- 
not agree,  be  settled  by  arbitration  under  the  Arbitration  Act,  each  party 
paying  their  own  costs; 

"Further,  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Dominion  gov- 
ernment and  the  Board  of  Railway  Commissioners." 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  matter  be  left  in  the  handa 
of  the  Directors  for  further  work. 


BALLOT  FOR  VICE-PRESIDENT 

Blank  ballots  were  distributed  the  delegates  writing  their  choice  for  the 
four  Vice-Presidents  thereon. 


POOL  RATE 

The  secretary  announced  that  as  near  as  could  be  ascertained  the 
average  railway  fare  for  each  delegate  was  $5.85. 

On  motion,  duly  seconded  and  carried,  the  pool  rate  was  declared  $6.00. 
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PROVINCIAL  ORGAN. 

Gleichen  Union,  No.  96 — 

14.  "Whereas,  the  Grain  Growers'  Guide,  the  official  organ  of  the 
organized  farmers  of  the  three  western  provinces,  has  and  is  doing  a  great 
work  for  all  farmers  in  Canada,  and 

"Whereas,  the  paper  has  so  much  to  publish  which  is  of  vital  import- 
ance to  the  farmers  of  the  Dominion  as  a  whole  that  the  farmers  of  Alberta 
find  the  Guide  has  not  sufficient  space  to  spare  for  local  matters  which  are 
also  of  great  importance  to  the  farmers  of  Alberta;  therefore 

"Be  it  resolved:  That  we,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  select  some 
paper  which  is  now  published,  or  one  that  will  be  published  within  the 
province,  to  be  used  as  a  local  Provincial  Official  Paper." 

On  discussion  a  vote  was  taken  and  the  resolution  declared  lost. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  till  2  p.m. 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOON 


Mr.  Thos.  Acheson,  of  the  C.P.R.,  made  an  announcement,  re  special 
arrangements  for  farmers  desiring  to  secure  Seed  Grain  rates  during  the 
current  season. 

DELEGATION   FROM   TEMPERANCE  AND   MORAL   REFORM  LEAGUE 

The  Rev.  C.  H.  McClellan  with  Messrs.  Bergman  and  Woolf  extended 
greetings  on  behalf  of  the  Temperance  and  Moral  Reform  Convention  in 
session  in  the  City  of  Edmonton. 


PORK  PACKING  PLANT. 

Resolution  from  Fairgrove  Union,  No.  337 — 

15.  "We  respectfully  request  that  a  pork  packing  plant  be  now  built 
and  operated  under  the  government's  offer,  the  supply  of  pigs  required 
for  same  by  the  government  being  now  in  the  possession  of  the  farmers." 

Mr.  W.  F.  Stevens,  Live  Stock  Commissioner  was  asked  to  speak  oa 
the  subject  matter  of  this  resolution. 

A  motion  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  Executive  was  carried  by  a  large 
majority. 

RESOLUTION  M.  G.  G.  A. 

Attention  being  called  to  the  resolution  of  sympathy  passed  by  the 
Manitoba  Grain  Growers'  Association,  re  loss  of  our  President,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Tergillus,  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  express  the  appreciation  of  our 
Association  to  the  M.G.G.A.  The  delegates  taking  a  unanimous  standing 
vote  in  regard  to  same. 
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TRANSPORTATION  OF  SHEEP. 
Cowley  Union,  No.  106 — 

16.  "Whereas,  the  Order-in-Council  prohibiting  the  grazing  of  sheep 
on  the  public  range  in  certain  portions  of  Southern  Alberta  has  been  re- 
scinded, and  permits  have  been  issued  to  sheep  owners  to  graze  their  sheep 
in  the  Crow's  Nest  Forest  Reserve,  west  of  the  Livingstone  Gap,  without 
specifying  the  route,  road  or  means  by  which  these  means  must  be  taken 
to  the  Forest  Reserve,  serious  damage  has  been  done  by  numerous  bands 
of  sheep  travelling  through  the  settled  portions  of  the  country  to  and  from 
their  summer  range.  Although  well  fenced  against  cattle,  crops  have  been 
injured  and,  in  some  cases  destroyed,  and  open  spots  used  by  adjoining 
settlers  for  grazing  their  stock  has  been  pastured  oft,  both  in  early  summer 
and  the  fall,  being  used  as  camping  places  by  the  sheep-men,  as  there  is 
no  feed  on  the  public  highway,  resulting  in  loss  to  the  settlers,  who  are 
absolutely  dependant  on  the  grass  around  them  for  their  summer  range 
and  equally  on  the  crops  for  winter  feed,  and 

"Whereas,  it  is  the  expressed  intention  of  sheep  owners  to  place  a 
much  larger  number  on  the  Forest  Reserve  next  summer,  this  state  of 
affairs  will  be  greatly  aggravated  much  to  the  detriment  of  the  settlers. 
Therefore  it  is  necessary  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  prevent  this 
raiding  of  private  property  and  occupation  of  lands  already  stocked; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  this  convention  instruct  our  Execu- 
tive to  investigate  the  whole  matter  with  a  view  to  approaching  the 
government,  in  order  to  compel  sheep  owners  to  move  their  flocks  to  and 
from  their  winter  quarters  and  the  Forest  Reserve  by  railway." 

Mr.  Peel  moved,  Mr.  Sorensen  seconded,  That  this  resolution  be  ado^pted. 

Carried. 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Rice  Sheppard  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  meet  with 
the  delegates  to  the  Women's  Convention,  reported  that  the  ladies  had 
decided  to  adopt  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  F.  A.  and  to  elect  Provincial 
Officers  provisionally,  pending  such  alterations  in  the  Constitution  as  made 
their  organization  legal. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  Sheppard  and  Henderson  the  report  as  given  by 
Mr.  Sheppard  was  adopted. 

GRANT  TO  WOMEN'S  ORGANIZATION 

Mr.  Sheppard  moved,  Mr.  Teroe  seconded,  that  a  grant  of  $100  bo 
given  by  this  Association  to  the  newly  formed  Women's  Auxiliary  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  work  of  that  Organization. 

Carried  Unanimously. 

TAXATION  OF  MORTGAGED  LAND. 
Amundson  Union,  No.  413 — 

17.  "Resolved:  That  whereas  it  seems  to  be  our  settled  policy  to  rely 
on  land  taxes  for  Rural  Municipalities,  Rural  Schools  and  Local  Improve- 
ment Districts,  and  as  it  is  manifest  that  land  taxes  fall  on  the  owners  of 
land  many  of  whom  are  heavily  mortgaged,  a  new  problem  presents  itself 
in  that  the  owner  of  mortgaged  land  is  taxed  on  mortgaged  indebtedness 
which  IS  the  same  as  taxes  on  debt; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  we,  the  members  of  the  UFA.  while 
approving  of  the  system  of  land  taxation,  believe  that  taxes  on  debt  are 
utterly  indefensible  that  land  taxation  ought  to  be  so  adjusted  so  that  no 
man  should  be  compelled  to  pay  taxes  on  more  than  he  owns." 

On  a  vote  being  taken  this  resolution  was  declared  lost. 
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VICE-PRES.  ELECTED. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  the  Vice-Presidents  elected  were:  — 

1st  Vice-President— Mr.  H.  W.  Wood,  Carstairs. 
2nd  Vice-President — Mr.  S.  S.  Dunham,  Lethbridge. 
3rd  Vice-President — Mr.  Rice  Sheppard,  Edmonton. 
4th  Vice-President— Mr.  W.  D.  Trego,  Gleichen. 

THE  WAR  TAX. 

Wheatland  Centre  Union,  No.  109 — 

18  "Whereas,  the  Dominion  government  has  placed  the  bulk  of  the 
burden  of  the  war  tax  on  the  farmers  and  wage  earners  by  putting  a  heavy 
tax  on  the  necessities  of  life,  and 

"Whereas,  on  account  of  crop  failures  and  greatly  increased  unem- 
ployment, farmers  and  wage  earners  in  many  localities  are  on  the  verge 
of  actual  starvation  and  unable  to  bear  any  additional  burdens; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  we,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
in  convention  assembled,  recommend  to  the  Dominion  government  to  place 
this  war  tax  on  the  net  earnings  of  railways,  banks,  mortgage  companies, 
and  other  dividend  paying  public  utility  concerns,  or  seize  these  monopolies 
on  the  same  plan  as  was  done  in  Great  Britain,  and  use  the  earnings  tO' 
cover  the  expenses  of  the  war;  and  it  is  also 

"Resolved:  That  we  ask  the  farmers'  organizations  in  the  other  prov- 
inces and  the  labor  organizations  of  Canada  to  give  attention  to  this  matter, 
thus  keeping  the  producing  population  intact,  who  otherwise  will  be  driven 
out  by  the  thousands;  and  it  is  further 

"Resolved:  That  the  secretary  of  the  U.F.A.  be  instructed  to  forward 
copies  of  this  resolution  to  the  secretaries  of  the  farmers'  organizations  in 
the  other  provinces,  and  to  the  secretary  of  the  Trades  and  Labor  Congress 
of  Canada." 

There  was  considerable  discussion  on  this  resolution  and  several 
amendments  being  offered.  Finally  Mr.  Woodbridge  moved,  seconded  by 
McLarsen 

"That  the  question  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors  with  instruc- 
tions to  draft  a  resolution  in  favor  of  the  taxation  of  land  values,  supple- 
mented by  an  income  tax  as  the  best  means  of  raising  revenue  and  that  the 
resolution  be  then  forwarded  to  the  Dominion  Government." 

Carried. 


ELECTION   OF  DIRECTORS 

To  facilitate  business  it  was  decided  that  instead  of  having  ballots 
distributed  as  had  been  proposed,  the  delegates  should  meet  in  various 
parts  of  the  building  and  in  the  adjoining  committee  rooms  and  elect  their 
Directors  right  away.  The  Convention  therefore  adjourned  for  half  an 
hour  to  permit  of  the  elections  being  held.  At  the  close  of  that  time  it  was 
announced  that  the  following  Directors  had  been  elected:  — 

Constituency.  Name.  Address 

Victoria   P.  S.  Austin  Ranfurly. 

Edmonton   Geo.   Long  Namao. 

Strathcona   H.  G.  Vickery  iStrome. 

Red  Deer  D.  Buckingham   Steetler. 

Calgary   J.  A.  Bishop  Beddington. 

Medicine  Hat  E.  E.  Sparkes  Jenner. 

Macleod  G.  W.  Buchanan  Cowley. 
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Mr.  Fream  moved  and  Mr.  Teroe  seconded,  "That  the  reports  of  he 
election  of  Directors  as  read  be  accepted  and  elections  declared  unanimous. 

Carried. 


1916  CONVENTION. 

Mr.  Andrew  Miller,  Industrial  Commissioner,  extended  a  hearty  invita- 
tion to  the  delegates  to  hold  the  1916  Convention  in  the  City  of  Calgary. 
It  was  decided  by  almost  a  unanimous  vote  that  the  invitation  be  accepted 
The  1916  Convention  will  therefore  be  held  in  Calgary. 


IRRIGATION. 

Strathmore  Union,  No.  58 — 

19.  "Whereas,  the  Farmers'  Combined  Irrigation  Committees  some 
time  ago  proposed  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  which  is  conducting 
the  re-classification  of  these  so-called  C.P.R.  irrigable  lands,  in  the  Com- 
pany's western  block,  east  of  Calgary,  to  test  the  adaptability  of  the  irriga- 
tion undertaking  by  farming  a  certain  tract  of  land,  comprising  some  300 
lacres,  the  work  to  stand  its  test  as  a  paying  proposition,  approximately 
one-half  of  the  said  lands,  after  government  re-classification,  being  passed 
upon  by  the  government  as  irrigable,  and  the  balance  being  non-irrigablo, 
the  farmers  to  handle  the  non-irrigable  portion  of  he  land  on  dry  farming 
methods,  and  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to  raise  by  irrigation  the 
whole  of  the  crop  on  the  so-called  irrigable  portion  of  the  land. 

"Whereas,  this  request  was  turned  down  by  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  with  the  excuse  that  its  officers  lack  the  special  training  for  the 
practice  of  agriculture; 

"Whereas,  these  same  officers  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  have, 
nevertheless,  been  conducting  agricultural  experiments  on  small  patches 
of  land  on  the  C.P.R.  Demonstration  Farm  at  Strathmore; 

"Whereas,  the  actual  expenses  involved  in  preparing  and  raising  the 
grain  on  such  'kindergarten'  patches,  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  results 
obtained,  and  entirely  misleading  as  a  business  proposition; 

"Whereas,  we  do  appreciate  that  almost  any  result  can  be  obtained 
where  theoretical  experiments  are  co'nducted  regardless  of  expenses,  inas- 
much as  even  fancy  flowers  and  fruits  are  raised  on  the  prairie,  but  in 
the  hothouse  of  the  C.P.R.  Demonstration  Farm  at  Strathmore,  and 

"Whereas,  the  aforesaid  officers  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  have 
now  made  public,  through  the  press,  the  following  bold  statement,  that  the 
results  of  the  experiments  conducted  show  that  wheat  upon  irrigated  lands 
produced  50.1  bushels  per  acre  as  against  16.8  bushels  per  acre  on  non- 
irrigable  lands; 

"Be  it  therefore  resolved:  That  we  do  utterly  condemn  the  action  of 
the  officers  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to  play  with  a  matter  which 
Involves  the  welfare  of  the  farmers  in  these  districts,  more  especially  after 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  has  turned  down  the  proposal  of  the  farm- 
ers for  reasons  such  as  the  Department  of  the  Interior  stated,  to  conduct 
serious  work  as  a  test  along  practical  farming  lines. 

Mr.  Sorensen  moved  and  Mr.  Glambeck  seconded,  That  the  resolution 
be  adopted. 

Carried. 
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GOPHER  PEST. 
Resolution  of  Pine  Lake  Union,  No.  463 — 

20.  "Whereas,  throughout  the  Province  of  Alberta  the  loss  to  farmers 
from  the  gopher  pest  must  amount  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars, 
and  has  been  in  most  districts  an  ever-increasing  pest  which  the  individual 
farmer  is  utterly  unable  to  cope  with,  and 

"Whereas,  none  of  the  gopher  poisons  at  present  on  the  market  have 
proved  satisfactory; 

"We  therefore  strongly  urge  th«  Directors  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta  to  take  the  matter  up  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  with  the 
object  of  devising  some  satisfactory  mode  of  enforcing  their  destruction." 

Earlie  Union,  No.  607 — 

"Whereas,  the  gophers  are  a  serious  menace  to  the  farmers; 
"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  the  government  be  requested  to  give 
a  bounty  to  aid  the  destruction  of  this  pest." 

Valley  View  Union,  No.  360 — 

"Whereas,  we  find  that  gophers  multiply  greatly  on  unoccupied  and 
grazing  lands  and  other  lands  not  cultivated; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  we  urge  upon  the  Executive  of  the 
U.F.A.  to  have  the  provincial  government  enact  a  law  making  it  compulsory 
for  all  persons  holding  cultivated  or  uncultivated  lands  to  exterminate 
gophers  in  the  spring  of  each  year." 

Consolidated  Resolution. 

20a.  "Whereas,  throughout  the  Province  of  Alberta  the  gophers  are 
an  ever-increasing  pest  which  the  individual  farmier  is  utterly  unable  to 
cope  with,  and 

"Whereas,  the  annual  loss  to  farmers  from  gophers  must  amount  to 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  this  convention  do  strongly  urge  the 
Directors  of  the  U.F.A.  to  take  the  matter  up  with  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Rural  Municipalities  with  the  object  of  encouraging  a  more 
energetic  and  systematic  campaign  for  their  destruction." 

Mr.  Bentley  moved,  Mr.  Whitfield  seconded 

"That  this  resolution  be  adopted  on  the  understanding  that  Local  Im- 
provement Districts  be  also  included  in  the  resolution. 

Carried. 

PRE-EMPTIONS. 

Zetland  Union,  No.  406 — 

21.  "Whereas,  the  Dominion  Government  is  continually  spending  large 
sums  of  money  to  encourage  settlers  to  take  up  more  land  and  farm,  and 
also  urging  the  farmers  to  give  men  wheat,  and 

"Whereas,  under  the  conditions  that  have  existed  in  the  pre-emption 
district  throughout  the  province  during  the  past  few  years,  the  farmers 
find  themselves  unable  to  make  the  payments  on  their  pre-emptions  and 
have  no  prospect  in  the  near  future; 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved:  That  we  request  the  Dominion  government 
to  give  the  farmer  the  option  of  doing  six  years'  duties  upon  their  home- 
steads and  pre-emptions  and  breaking  eighty  additional  acres,  maki^^  160 
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acres  in  all,  instead  of  making  the  payments  of  $3  per  acre  with  interest 
after  due,  required  under  present  regulations." 

Blue  Grass  Union,  No.  336 — 

"Whereas,  we,  the  farmers  of  this  dry  district,  had  a  resolution  trying 
to  get  the  Dominion  government  to  release  the  payment  of  $3  per  acre 
for  pre-emptions,  and 

"Whereas,  we  received  comparatively  nothing  we  asked  for; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  we  do  petition  the  Dominion  govern- 
ment to  give  our  pre-emptions  free,  and  we  are  willing  to  put  in  our  time 
and  do  more  duty  on  them  instead  of  paying  the  money." 

Golden  Valley  Union,  No.  662 — 

"Whereas,  the  farmers  located  within  the  pre-emption  area  in  Alberta 
have  been  very  much  handicapped  in  the  carrying  on  of  their  business 
through  the  misfortune  of  having  very  poor  returns  from  their  crops,  and 

"Whereas,  they  have  had  to  accept  government  aid  this  year  to  enable 
them  to  live  through  the  winter  and  cannot  meet  their  obligations,  and 

"Whereas,  the  only  crops  that  can  be  successfully  raised  are  either 
summerfallow  or  breaking,  and 

"Whereas,  many  homesteaders  will  be  compelled  to  abandon  their  pre- 
emptions after  having  paid  municipal  and  other  taxes  for  a  number  of 
years  unless  immediate  aid  is  given; 

"Be  it  therefore  resolved:  That  this  convention  of  the  U.F.A.  do  urgo 
the  Dominion  government  through  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  to  give  the 
homesteaders  their  pre-emptions  free,  as  in  our  opinion  it  takes  320  acres 
to  enable  us  to  farm  to  an  advantage  through  the  necessity  of  having  to 
summerfallow  at  least  one-half  of  our  area  for  crop  each  year." 


Kerriemuir  Union,  No.  609 — 

"Resolved:  That  this  union  is  in  favor  of  free  pre-emptions. 
"Whereas,  this  district  is  subject  to  drought; 

"Therefore  this  convention  is  in  favor,  that  the  Executive  body  use 
their  best  endeavors  to  get  the  Dominion  government  to  grant  free  pre- 
emptions." 


Consolidated  Resolution. 

21a.  "Whereas,  it  has  become  evident  that  there  are  parts  in  Alberta 
where  a  homestead  of  160  acres  is  not  sufficient  to  maintain  a  settler;  and 

"Whereas,  we  further  know  that  m^ny  settlers  have  left,  and  are  leav- 
ing Canada  for  the  United  States  on  that  account; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  U.F.A. 
do  urge  the  Dominion  government  to  appoint  a  commission  or  commissioner 
to  investigate  this  matter  with  a  view  to  classifying  land  in  such  districts 
In  a  way  that  will  enable  homesteaders  to  prove  up  on  a  homestead  of  320 
acres  or  more,  instead  of  a  maximum)  of  160  acres,  the  regulations  drafted 
in  regard  to  such  homestead  to  be  drafted  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  this 
privilege  being  abused  by  land  speculators." 

21b.  "Whereas,  the  present  regulations  provide  that  when  a  settler  has 
proved  up  on  his  homestead  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  homestead  else- 
where within  the  Dominion,  and 
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"Whereas,  it  has  been  found  that  certain  sections  of  the  country  are 
unsuitable  for  ordinary  farming  operations,  and 

"Whereas,  numbers  of  the  settlers  are  leaving  these  districts  for  other 
countries,  and 

"Whereas,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  majority  are  doing 
so  on  account  of  our  present  regulations; 

"Therefore,  be  its  resolved:  That  the  Dominion  governmient  be  asked 
to  revise  the  homesteading  regulations  in  such  a  way  that  vy^here  a  settler 
has  found  from  experience  that  his  original  choice  is  unsuitable  for  the 
profitable  carrying  on  of  his  farming  operations,  he  may  be  allowed  to 
return  his  patent  to  the  government  and  to  receive  permission  to  home- 
stead in  a  more  suitable  section  of  the  country  under  special  provisions 
covering  improvements  already  done  on  his  original  homestead." 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried 

"That  both  consolidated  resolutions  21a  and  21b  be  adopted." 

Carried. 

EXEMPTION  OF  PRE-EMPTIONS. 
Resolution  from  Badger  Lake  Local  Union,  No.  563 — 

22.  "Whereas,  the  pre-emptions  are  subject  to  foreclosure  and  forced 
sale;  and 

"Whereas,  such  proceedings  would  work  great  hardship  on  the  farmer? 
who,  owing  to  continuous  crop  failure,  are  unable  to  meet  their  obligations; 

"Be  it  resolved:  That  this  convention  do  ask  that  the  pre-emptions  be 
included  in  the  Exemption  Act." 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried  That  the  resolution  be  adopted. 


EXTENSION  OF  LIEN  NOTES. 
Carlton  Union,  No.  253 — 

23.  "Whereas,  the  Implement  Companies  are  pressing  the  farmers 
for  payment  of  lien  notes  given  for  farm  machinery,  and  are  insisting  ou 
payment  of  same,  or  mortgage  or  live  stock,  and 

"Whereas,  owing  to  crop  failure  from  hot  winds  and  drought,  we  are 
not  in  a  position  to  pay  such  notes  this  year; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  we,  the  members  of  the  U.F.A.,  do 
humbly  pray  the  Alberta  government  to  provide  such  protection  as  will 
permit  us  to  let  our  lien  notes  stand  over  unpaid  till  after  next  harvest." 

Mr.  Sorensen  moved,  Mr.  Rennicke  seconded,  that  the  following  words 
be  added — 

"This  protection  shall  also  apply  to  farm  mortgages  and  agreements  of 
sale  on  land." 

Carried. 

The  original  resolution,  with  the  addition,  was  then  put  and  carried 
unanimously. 

LIMITATION  OF  SCHOOL  TAXES, 
Killarney  Union,  No.  449 — 

24.  "Whereas,  there  is  at  present  no  limit  to  taxation  in  rural  school 
districts  in  Alberta  comprised  within  the  limits  of  a  rural  municipality; 

"Resolved,  therefore:  That  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  in  conven- 
tion assembled  at  Edmonton,  do  instruct  their  Board  of  Directors  to  take 
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up  this  matter  with  the  provincial  government  with  a  view  to  getting  legis- 
lation passed  fixing  a  limit  to  school  taxes  in  Rural  School  Districts  com- 
prised within  the  limits  of  a  Rural  Municipality." 

Mr.  Lavor  moved,  Mr.  Thomas  seconded,  That  this  resolution  be 
adopted. 

Carried 

LIQUID  MEASURE. 
Resolution  from  Strangmuir  Local  Union,  No.  219 — 

25.  "That  the  convention  use  its  efforts  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  auth- 
orities to  the  prevalent  use  of  wine  measure  and  trade  terms  of  quarts, 
cases,  etc.,  instead  of  the  imperial  measure,  and  that  the  use  of  them  be 
discontinued  and  the  imperial  measure  be  used  for  all  liquids,  and  the 
quantity  to  be  stamped  on  vessels  or  cases  containing  the  same.  If  it  is 
a  criminal  offence  now  to  see  that  it  is  enforced." 

Mr.  Anderson  moved,  Mr.  Whitfield  seconded.  That  this  resolution  be 
adopted. 

Carried. 

RURAL  MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS. 
Zetland  Union,  No.  406— 

26.  "Resolved:  That  the  present  law  as  governing  the  election  of  the 
reeve,  who  is  the  chief  executive  officer  in  connection  with  our  municipal 
government,  is  not  conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  good  government, 
inasmuch  as  it  does  not  meet  the  popular  opinion  of  the  people  in  regard 
to  responsible  government  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  it  does  not 
bring  out  our  best  men  to  serve  in  the  most  responsible  position.  We  would 
look  with  favor  on  a  change  in  our  present  municipality  law  that  would 
place  the  election  of  this  important  office  in  the  hands  of  the  electorate  of 
our  municipalities." 

Mr.  Sorensen  moved,  Mr.  Grenville  seconded,  That  this  resolution  be 
adopted. 

Carried. 

SEED  GRAIN  INSPECTION. 
Cappon  Union,  No.  647 — 

27.  "Whereas,  many  districts  in  Alberta  have  had  total  failure  in 
crops  this  past  season;  and 

"Whereas,  the  Dominion  have  taken  it  upon  themselves  to  supply  these 
districts  with  seed  grain  for  the  coming  season; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  the  Executive  of  the  U.F.A.  be  re- 
quested to  circulate  a  petition  through  the  unions  for  all  unions  in  dry 
districts  to  sign,  petitioning  the  government  to  have  all  seed  grain  inspected 
and  allow  nothing  to  be  sent  for  seed  purposes  but  what  is  strictly  clean 
seed." 

This  resolution  was  lost. 


TAXATION  OF  GRAZING  LEASES. 

Queenstown  Union,  No.  160 — 

28.  "Whereas,  as  the  provincial  government  has  exempted  grazing 
leases  from  school  taxes  and  largely  from  municipal  taxes,  and 
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"Whereas,  education  in  rural  districts  is  already  greatly  hampered  by 
lack  of  funds  and  said  exemption  will  practically  mean  the  closing  of  a 
large  number  of  schools  for  part  of  the  year,  and 

"Whereas,  the  holders  of  grazing  leases  are  making  a  substantial  profit 
from  grazing  of  live  stock  on  their  leases; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  we,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
respectively  urge  the  provincial  legislature  to  repeal  said  exemption." 

Mr.  Glambeck  moved,  Mr.  Larsen  seconded,  That  this  resolution  be 
adopted. 

Carried. 

SURTAX  ON   VACANT  LAND. 
Brightwood  Union,  No.  417 — 

29.  "We  believe  that  all  revenues  should  be  raised  by  a  direct  tax 
on  land  values.  Also  that  a  special  surtax  of  $25  per  quarter  section  be 
levied  upon  all  vacant  farm  lands,  and  a  special  surtax  of  $50  per  quarter 
section  upon  all  individuals  holding  more  than  a  section  of  land,  and  $10 
per  quarter  section  if  held  by  a  corporation. 

"Any  individual  holding  more  than  twelve  quarter  sections  of  land 
should  be  charged  a  special  surtax  of  $1  per  acre." 

This  resolution  was  voted  down. 

COLLECTION  OF  SCHOOL  TAXES. 
Rutherford  Union,  No.  565 — 

30.  "Resolved:  That  we  ask  the  government  to  take  up  the  school 
tax  business  and  pass  some  legislation  whereby  taxes  can  be  collected  at 
the  end  of  each  year,  the  government  to  collect  all  arrears  and  turn  over 
to  Rural  School  Districts  so  Rural  School  Districts  can  do  business  on  a 
cash  basis." 

This  resolution  was  voted  down. 


SEED  GRAIN. 

Rutherford  Union,  No.  565 — 

31.  "Resolved:  That  we  are  in  favor  of  the  government  furnishing 
seed  grain  to  those  farmers  Vv^ho  have  been  stricken  with  drought,  free  of 
cost,  to  the  limit  of  seed  for  100  acres,  any  more  to  be  paid  for  at  cost  price 
without  interest,  the  government  to  appoint  a  commission  to  ascertain  the 
needy  ones." 

Brightwood  Union,  No.  417  (Continued) — 

32.  "Resolved:  That  the  U.F.A,  should  induce  the  government  to  sup- 
ply seed  grain  to  any  one  who  may  need  and  apply,  for  same,  also  outside 
the  dry  districts  in  the  southern  parts  and  advertise  same  in  such  a  way  that 
it  will  be  generally  known.'' 

Both  resolutions  were  lost. 


EXEMPTION  ACT. 

Carlton  Union,  No.  253 — 

33.  "Whereas,  the  Exemption  Act  of  Alberta  only  allows  three  horses, 
mules  or  oxen  to  be  exempt  from  seizure;  and 
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"Whereas,  farm  machinery  in  Western  Canada  generally  requires  four- 
horse  power  to  work  them; 

"Be  it  therefore  resolved:  That  the  government  be  asked  to  so  amend 
the  Exemption  Act  to  allow  of  four  horses,  etc.,  to  be  exempt  from  seizure." 

Mr.  Cameron  moved,  Mr.  Edwards  seconded.  That  this  resolution  be 
adopted. 

Carried. 

PROTECTION   OF  MINE  WORKERS. 
Wheatland  Centre  Union,  No.  109 — 

34.  "Whereas,  we  once  have  witnessed  a  shocking  tragedy,  the  Hill- 
crest  mine  disaster,  where  199  law-abiding  citizens  of  this  province  met 

their  death  in  a  horrible  manner,  leaving  their  families  destitute  through 
no  fault  of  their  own,  and 

"Whereas,  the  officers  of  the  miners'  organizations  had  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  management  and  of  the  government  to  the  dangerous  nature 
of  this  mine  without  any  satisfactory  action  being  taken  for  the  protection 
of  life  and  health  of  the  employes,  and 

"Whereas,  this  province  has  had  more  fatal  accidents  in  the  mining 
industry,  numbers  of  employes  considered,  than  any  other  state  or  province 
in  the  American  continent,  and 

"Whereas,  the  well-being  of  those  who  produce  the  nation's  wealth 
should  be  the  first  consideration,  it  is  hereby  resolved  that  we,  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  condemn  the  officers  and  managers  of  this  mining 
company  as  unfit  to  conduct  a  business  in  this  province  which  involves  the 
employment  of  labor;  and  it  is  also 

"Resolved:  That  we  remind  the  government  of  Alberta  that  we  expect 
the  workingmen  of  this  province  to  be  protected  as  far,  at  least,  as  life 
and  health  is  concerned,  while  engaged  in  their  daily  work  as  employees 
of  individuals,  corporations  or  the  government  itself,  and  it  is  further 

"Resolved:  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  by  the  secretary  of 
the  U.F.A.  to  the  secretary  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  Dis- 
trict 18,  the  president  of  the  Hillcrest  Mining  Company,  the  Premier  of 
Alberta,  and  to  our  official  organ  for  publication." 

Mr.  Fream  moved,  Mr.  Teroe  seconded 

"That  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  consider- 
ation with  power  to  act." 

Carried. 

COYOTE  BOUNTY. 

Colinton  Union,  No.  540 — 

35.  "Whereas,  the  coyotes  have  increased  to  such  numbers  that  they 
have  become  a  serious  menace  to  the  farmers'  flocks; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  the  government  be  requested  to  give 
a  bounty  of  $2  (two  dollars)  for  grown  coyotes,  and  $1  (one  dollar)  for 
pups." 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried.  That  this  resolution  be  adopted. 


DEMONSTRATION  FARMS. 

Pandora  Union,  No.  472 — 

36.  "Whereas,  the  Demonstration  Farms  which  have  been  established 
by  the  provincial  government  are  not  of  any  benefit  to  the  majority  of  the 
farmers  and  settlers, 
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"And  whereas,  the  upkeep  of  these  farms  is  considerable,  and  the  assist- 
ance to  the  bulk  of  the  farmers  is  so  slight  in  proportion; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  this  convention  of  the  U.P.A.  strongly 
oppose  any  pecuniary  aid  being  given  to  the  farms  now  established,  so  that 
unless  these  farms  are  conducted  on  a  self-supporting  basis,  they  be  dis 
posed  of." 

Resolution  lost. 

RATES  OF  INTEREST. 

Hilda  Union,  No.  644 — 

37.  "Whereas,  we  the  members  of  the  local  union,  No.  644,  passed  a 
resolution  to  be  distributed  among  the  U.F.A.  unions: 

"Whereas,  that  no  bank  or  implement  company  or  other  financial  insti 
tution  be  allowed  to  charge  more  than  8%  interest  on  any  notes,  chattels, 
or  mortgages  in  the  province  of  Alberta.  And  that  the  Alberta  government 
pass  a  law  to  that  effect,  that  no  company  or  firm  shall  collect  money  from 
any  person  or  company  on  whom  they  hold  notes  or  chattels  or  mortgages, 
where  more  than  8%  interest  is  charged  thereon.  And  that  such  10%  note 
or  mortgage,  etc.,  shall  be  illegal." 

Mr.  Fream  moved,  Mr.  Miller  seconded 

"That  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  re- 
drafting. 

Carried. 

APPLICATION  LIEN  NOTE. 
Fairgrove  Union,  No.  337 — 

38.  "Resolved:  That  this  branch  request  the  altering  of  the  lien  note 
so  that  it  will  only  apply  to  the  first  person,  i.e.,  that  the  man  accepting 
a  lien  note  can  only  collect  or  seize  the  article  from  the  man  who  signed 
the  note." 

Resolution  lost. 

DOMINION  CURRENCY. 

Custer  Union,  No.  526 — 

39.  "Whereas,  the  private  banks  have  a  monopoly  in  the  issuance  of 
money,  thus  working  a  great  hardship  to  the  farmers  and  laboring  classes 
generally,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  righ  rate  of  interest,  and 

"Whereas,  a  monopoly  in  any  public  utility  is  unjustifiable,  and 

"Whereas,  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  go  to  Australia  or  any  other 
foreign  country,  to  learn  ways  and  ineans  of  obtaining  relief  from  this 
privileged  octopus,  and 

"Whereas,  money  is  a  creation  of  law  and  derives  its  legal  tender 
power  from  the  government  that  issues  it,  and 

"Whereas,  the  farmers  should  brush  the  cobwebs  of  superstition  from 
out  their  brains,  relative  to  the  present  iniquitous  banking  system; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  this  convention  through  its  Executive, 
demands  of  the  Dominion  parliament  the  issuance  of  money  direct,  without 
the  intervention  of  private  banks;  and  further 

"That  the  statute  giving  legal  tender  power  to  promissory  notes  of 
private  banks  be  repealed. 

Resolution  was  lost. 
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NATIONALIZATION  OF  RAILWAYS. 

Resolution  of  West  Salisbury  Union,  No.  323 — 

40.  "Resolved:  That  this  union  do  declare  themselves  unanimously 
in  favor  of  government  ownership  and  control  of  the  railroads  in  Canada, 
or  as  large  a  proportion  of  them  as  will  enable  the  people  to  have  tho 
power  to  fix  the  rates  on  company  or  private  owned  roads,  also  that  the 
basis  upon  which  rates  are  fixed  be  upon  the  physical  valuation  of  them 
after  all  government  assistance  is  deducted,  and  not  the  capitalization  of 
same; 

"Further,  that  5%  interest  be  the  maximum  upon  the  capital  invested, 
less  the  government  assistance.'' 

Mr.  Ball  moved,  Mr.  Rennicke  seconded,  That  this  resolution  be  adopted. 

Carried. 


MUNICIPAL  BANKS. 
Strathmore  Union,  No.  58 — 

41.  "Whereas,  the  banking  monopoly  in  Canada  is  one  of  the  greatest 
detriments ~^to  the  promotion  of  farming  industry  in  Western  Canada; 

"Whereas  the  present  laws  governing  the  banking  system  in  Canada 
are  all  along  the  line  of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  monopoly; 

"Be  it  therefore  resolved:  That  we  respectfully  request  the  provincial 
government,  whilst  asking  the  Dominion  government  to  modify  the  present 
Banking  Act  to  suit  the  purpose,  to  amend  the  Rural  Municipality  Act  so 
as  to  allow  the  use  of  Rural  Municipal  bonds,  when  voted  upon  by  rate- 
payers, to  the  amount  of  10%  of  the  assessable  value  of  the  lands  in  the 
Rural  Municipality,  as  a  fund  for  the  municipalities  to  each  own  and  oper- 
ate its  own  bank  under  a  special  act  to  safeguard  the  general  run  of  the 
business,  and  under  control  of  inspectors  appointed  outside  of  party  politics, 
the  profits  of  the  municipal  bank  to  be  used  for  any  expenditure  in  the 
municipality  which  the  ratepayers  might  decide.  The  banking  bonds  of 
the  Rural  Municipality  are  to  have  priority  after  the  bonds  which  the 
present  Municipality  Act  provides  may  be  used  for  development  work  in 
the  municipality,  and  which  amounts  to  5%  of  the  assessable  value  of  the 
lands." 

Mr.  Worthington  moved,  Mr.  Teroe  seconded 

"That  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Directors  for  consideration  with 
the  general  question  of  agricultural  credits." 

Carried. 

REGULATION  OF  GRAIN  PRICES. 
Kerriemuir  Union,  No.  609 — 

42.  "Resolved:  That  we  petition  the  Dominion  Government  to  buy 
wheat  and  oats  direct  from  tbe  farmers  at  a  standard  price  at  $1.00  a  bushel 
for  wheat  and  50c.  a  bushel  for  oats. 

Resolution  lost,  also  amendment  providing  for  suggestion  to  cover 
period  of  five  years. 

Rocl<y  Coulee  Union,  No.  105 — 

43.  "Whereas,  agriculture  is  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition  in 
Western  Canada; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  this  convention  request  the  Federal 
government  to  take  over  the  wheat  and  oat  supply  of  Western  Canada  for 
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four  years  and  guarantee  to  the  farmer  one  dollar  a  bushel  for  No.  1 
wheat,  with  a  spread  of  three  cents  for  lower  grades,  and  forty  cents  a 
bushel  for  oats,  grading  No,  2  Canadian  Western,  these  prices  at  point  of 
shipment.'' 

Resolution  lost. 


U.F.A.  POLITICAL  PARTY. 

Gleichen  Union,  No.  96 — 

44.  "Resolved:  That  this  Union  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  has 
•ome  when  the  U.F.A.  should  nominate  a  parliamentary  candidate  in  each 
rural  constituency  whose  sole  aim  will  be  discarding  partyism  to  vote  for 
the  interests  of  the  people." 

There  was  considerable  discussion  on  this  resolution,  amendments  and 
counter  amendments  being  offered.  A  resolution  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
lost.  A  resolution  to  adopt  was  lost.  Finally  it  was  moved,  seconded  and 
carried,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Directors,  with  instructions  to  send  same 
out  to  the  Local  Unions  in  the  name  of  the  Gleichen  Union,  through  an 
official  circular. 


INTERNATIONAL  FARMERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Fairacres  Union,  No.  514 — 

45.  "Whereas,  the  farmers  of  the  world  find  themselves  facing  a  deplor- 
able condition  by  being  compelled  to  trade  with  business  concerns  that  are 
thoroughly  organized  and  are  able  to  make  the  price  on  every  article  of 
commerce  they  sell  to  the  farmer,  while  the  farmer  has  to  sell  the  produce 
of  his  farm  for  just  what  the  buyer  sees  fit  to  pay,  he,  the  farmer,  has 
nothing  to  say  about  the  price  he  gets  or  the  price  he  pays; 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved:  That  we,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
do  at  this  convention  make  arrangements  to  bring  into  existence  an  inter- 
national association  of  all  farmers'  organizations  which  will  have  for  its 
object  the  making  of  the  price  on  all  farm  products.'' 

Resolution  lost. 


BRIBERY. 

Fairgrove  Union,  No.  337 — 

46.  "Resolved:  That  we  respectfully  request  the  Federal  government 
to  consider  it  a  criminal  offence  against  anyone  offering  a  bribe  of  any 
sort,  but  the  receiver  of  the  said  bribe  be  exempt  from  prosecution. 

"As  we  think,  under  these  circumstances,  bribery  would  be  more  easily 
detected  and  the  offender  brought  to  justice.'' 

Resolution  lost. 


VOTE  OF  THANKS. 

Kerriemuir  Union,  No,  609 — 

47.  "Resolved  that  this  Union  do  take  the  opportunity,  to  ask  the 
Convention  at  Edmonton  to  convey  our  many  thanks  to  the  Dominion 
Government  for  their  timely  assistance  to  the  Homesteaders." 

After  discussion,  it  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried.  That  this  resolu- 
tion be  adopted. 

Carried  by  majority. 
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PURCHASE   OF  COAL. 

Kerriem^uir  Union,  No.  609  — 

48.  "Resolved,  that  this  Union  petition  the  Convention  at  Edmon- 
ton to  ask  all  the  unions  in  Alberta  to  co-operate  in  buying  coal  direct  from 
the  mines  and  that  our  central  office  be  asked  to  keep  local  unions  posted  as 
to  prices  at  mines  in  which  coal  can  be  secured." 

This  resolution  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  last  clause,  reading, 
"and  that  our  central  office,  etc.,  etc."  It  was  pointed  out  that  prices  could 
be  secured  by  writing  direct  to  the  mines  or  through  advertisements  in  the 
Grain  Growers'  Guide. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  carried. 


DEAF  AND  DUMB  SCHOOL. 

Kerriemuir  Union,  No.  607 — 

49.  "Whereas,  this  union  has  moved  in  favor  of  a  Deaf  and  Dumb 
School,  and 

"Whereas,  it  has  brought  or  called  to  our  attention  that  the  deaf  and 
dumb  of  this  Province  have  no  school  or  place  to  receive  an  education. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  our  Executive  ask  the  Provincial  and 
Dominion  Governments  to  co-operate'  in  setting  aside  a  certain  amount  of 
money  to  build,  furnish,  equip  and  maintain  a  government  institution  for  th9 
education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  along  the  line  of  the  Brantford  Blind  Insti- 
tution." 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried,  "That  this  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  investigation. "5 

Carried. 


COLLECTION  FEES. 
Resolution  from  Fairgrove  Union,  No.  337 — 

50.  "Resolved,  that  a  strong  protest  be  made  against  the  heavy  Court 
and  Solicitor's  fees  that  are  charged  on  the  collection  of  debts." 

Mr.  Sparrow  moved,  Mr.  Teroe  seconded.  That  this  resolution  be 
adopted. 

Carried. 

TRAPPING  LAWS. 
Resolution  from  Bentley  Local  Union,  No.  434 — 

51.  "Whereas,"  the  trapping  season  in  Alberta  open's  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber, and  that  time  being  before  the  fur  are  prime,  and  that  causing  a  great 
loss  to  trappers  on  account  of  unprime  furs, 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  laws  controlling  the  trapping  season 
in  Alberta  be  changed,  making  the  trapping  season  for  the  South  half  of 
Alberta  from  the  First  of  January  to  the  First  of  April,  each  year. 

This  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Directors. 


PURE   FOOD  LAW. 

I^esolution  from  Streamstown  Local  Union,  No.  8 — 

52.  "Whereas,  up  to  the  present  time  there  is  no  Pure  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  which  can  be  enforced  in  the  Province  of  Alberta,  and  in  consequence 
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of  which  the  consumers  have  no  protection  whatever  against  either  poison 
ing  or  extortion  by  unscrupulous  manufacturers  or  dealers  who  offer  adul- 
terated goods  to  the  unwary  public. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  in  con- 
rention  assembled  endorse  a  resolution  which  will  give  to  the  public  abso- 
lute protection  in  the  matter  of  pure  food  and  drugs  and  to  urge  upon  the 
Provincial  Parliament  to  at  once  carry  same  into  effect." 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried,  That  this  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

POLITICAL    CAMPAIGN  FUNDS. 
Holden  Union,  No.  49 — 

53.  "Resolved,  that  the  Government  stand  the  campaign  expenses  of 
any  candidate  as  a  member  of  Parliament,  who  gets  the  nomination  at  a 
Convention  where  ten  per  cent  of  the  voters  of  the  Constituency  are  present 
and  that  the  Government  give  a  true  account  of  whelil  the  Campaign  Fund 
comes  from  and  how  it  is  used,  the  candidate  running  for  Parliament  also 
to  give  a  true  account  of  how  much  money  he  got,  and  how  and  for  what 
purpose  it  was  spent." 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried,  That  this  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Directors. 


NATURAL  RESOURCES. 
Langdon  Union,  No.  199 — 

54.  "Whereas,  the  Government  encourages  the  exploiting  and  manipu- 
lating of  our  natural  resources  and  we  are  thereby  forced  to  pay  $5.00  to- 
$7.00  per  ton  for  coal,  when  it  is  found  in  abundant  quantities  in  almost  all 
parts  of  our  Province,  other  mining  leases  and  timber  leases  being  done  the 
same  way.  The  Government  has  also  allowed  the  oil  industries  to  be  ex- 
ploited, till,  if  there  is  oil  in  the  so-called  oil  districts,  it  has,  or  will  dis- 
courage all  future  development." 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  recommend  to  and  ask 
the  Government  to  retain  control  of  this  natural  wealth  and  develop  same 
by  Government,  where  thereby  the  people  would  derive  the  benefit." 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried,  That  this  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

TAX   FOR  'PHONES. 

Floral  Union,  No.  471  — 

5  "That  the  Convention  present  a  bill  to  the  Alberta  Legislature 
empowering  Local  Improvement  Districts  and  Municipalities  to  equalize  the 
'Phone  Tax  similar  to  the  Municipality  Hail  Insurance." 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried.  That  this  resolution  be  referred 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

'PHONE  SERVICE. 

Langdon  Union,  No.  199 — 

56.  "Whereas,  we  believe  the  present  telephone  system  is  inadequate 
in  so  far  as  only  getting  one  central  and  thereby  the  small  radius  in  rural 
districts  for  $15.00  per  year;  and  also  the  absence  of  night  service  which  is 
sometimes  the  most  needed. 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Government  to  give  us  a 
radius  of  twenty  miles  and  night  service  for  the  present  levy." 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried.  That  this  resolution  be  referrecl 
to  the  Directors. 
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WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

Resolution  of  Floral  Local  Union,  No,  471  — 

57.  "That  the  Convention  request  the  Federal  Government  to  place  the 
regulation  of  Weights  and  Measures  in  the  hands  of  the  Railroad  Commis- 
fiion," 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried,  That  this  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  Directors. 


SUNDRY. 

(1)     Floral  Union,  No.  471  — 

58.  "That  the  delegates  be  conspicuously  numbered  and  the  previous 
question  and  reconsideration  be  adopted  similar  to  the  rules  of  the  Alberta 
Legislature." 

Resolution  was  lost. 

(2j)     Resolution  of  Floral  Local  Union,  No.  471  — 

59.  "That  the  Convention  request  the  Directorate  to  arrange  to  have 
E.  M.  Tousley,  Editor,  Right  Relationship  League  of  Minneapolis,  Minne- 
sota, address  the  1916  convention  on  Co-operation." 

Resolution  was  referred  to  Directors. 

(3)  Waterton  Union,  No.  663— 

60.  "Resolved,  that  we,  the  members  of  Waterton  Union,  demand  that 
the  C.N.R.  complete  the  road  they  have  graded  in  this  district,  so  as  to 
enable  farmers  to  ship  their  grain  conveniently,  instead  of  hauling  it  fifteen 
to  twenty  miles  to  Macleod.  There  are  forty  miles  of  road  graded  and  we 
earnestly  ask  the  Central  Office  to  use  its  influence  in  getting  it  com- 
pleted." 

Resolution  referred  to  Directors  for  investigation. 

(4)  Pandora  Union,  No.  472 — 

61.  "Resolved,  that  inasmuch  as  the  Dominion  Government,  through 
pamphlets  are  urging  the  farmers  of  the  West  to  grow  more  wheat,  and 
whereas,  the  great  distance  that  the  farmers  of  Pandora  and  adjoining  dis- 
tricts are  from  a  railway  it  is  impossible  to  profitably  comply  with  the 
Dominion  Government's  request  and  help  feed  the  armies  of  the  Empire, 
and  whereas,  a  start  of  twenty-five  miles  has  already  been  made  on  the 
proposed  line  of  the  Canadian  Northern  Line  from  Medicine  Hat  to  Hanna, 
of  which  the  Alberta  Government  has  guaranteed  the  bonds. 

"We,  the  members  of  this  union  do  earnestly  pray  that  our  Government 
will  do  in  its  power  to  have  this  line  proceeded  with  along  the  whole  route 
from  Medicine  Hat  to  Hanna  this  coming  summer." 

Referred  to  Directors  for  investigation. 

VOTE  OF  THANKS. 

A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  City  of  Edmonton  and 
all  those  who  had  helped  to  make  the  Convention  a  success. 


ADJOURNMENT 

The  Convention  then  formally  closed  with  the  singing  of  the  National 
Anthem. 

P.  P.  WOODBRIDGE, 

Convention  Secretary. 
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Official  Minutes  of  Directors'  Meeting 


A  meeting  of  the  newly  elected  Board  of  Directors  of  the  United  Farm- 
ers of  Alberta  was  held  in  Edmonton  on  Friday,  January  21,  and  lasted  all 
day.  All  of  the  new  officers  were  present,  and  the  following  committees 
were  appointed:  — 

Legislative  Committee — H.  W.  Wood,  chairman;  Rice  Sheppard,  D.  W. 
Warner,  H.  G.  Vickery  and  S.  S.  Dunham. 

Pork  Packing  Committee — D.  Buckingham  chaixman;  H.  G.  Vickery. 
P.  S.  Austin,  Geo.  Long  and  G.  W.  Bucl[]^^!etf?^'=^' ' 

Market  and  Transportation  Committee — Rice  Sheppard,  chairman;  E.  E. 
Sparkes,  J.  A.  Bishop,  W.  D.  Trego,  P.  S.  Austin,  G.  W.  Buchanan,  D.  Buck- 
ingham and  S.  S.  Dunham. 

Labor  Committee — H.  W.  Wood,  chairman;  Geo.  Long,  S.  S.  Dunham  and 
J.  A.  Bishop. 

Executive  and  Alberta  Section  of  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture — Jas. 
Speakman,  chairman;  H.  W.  Wood,  S.  S.  Dunham,  Rice  Sheppard,  W.  D. 
Trego  and  P.  P-  Woodbridge. 

The  President  was  made  an  ex-officio  member  of  all  committees. 

P.  P.  Woodbridge  was  re-appointed  secretary-treasurer  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

A  resolution  was  passed  providing  that  the  Board  of  Directors  meet  at 
least  once  every  three  months,  and  the  Executive  every  month  if  possible. 

An  informal  meeting  of  the  U.F.A.  board  was  held  in  the  afternoon,  at 
which  the  majority  of  the  Board  of  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Co-operative 
^levator  Co..  were  present  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the  continua- 
tion of  such  meetings  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a  closer  under- 
standing between  the  two  organizations. 

A  committee  of  the  executive  was  appointed  to  attend  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Saskatchewan  Grain  Growers'  Association  and  the  Canadian 
Council  of  Agriculture. 

After  a  lengthly  discussion  on  organization  each  director  was  given 
control  of  and  made  responsible  for  the  organization  work  in  his  own  dis- 
trict with  the  President  as  Provincial  Organizer  in  a  advisory  capacity. 

The  various  resolutions  passed  at  the  convention  and  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  were  dealt  with,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  stay  over 
and  take  some  of  the  matters  up  with  the  provincial  government  the  follow- 
ing day.    The  meeting  adjourned  at  10.30  p.m. 
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Delegates  in  Attendance  at  Seventh  Annual 
Convention. 


NAME  UNION  No. 

P.   P.  Woodbridge.Airdie   239 

D.  W.  Warner  Clover    Bar   90 


K,  M.  Fee 


Northampton 


Thomas  Wilson  ...Custer 

Mrs.  S.  Tappen  Custer   526 

W.    G.    Fox  Silver  Lake  196 

B.  F.  Ross   Altorado   268 

A.  H.  Ford   Heath   611 

,ras.    Miner  Melville    50 

W   D.  Cross  Melville    50 

Chas    S.   Bowie  Ferry    Point  49.3 

.T.  M.  Foughty....  Carlstadt   320 

T.  A.  ]\IcGhee  Sounding  Creek  ...601 

F.  W.  Benyon  Sounding  Creek  ...601 

L.  F.  Hawley  Langdon   199 

F.  Sedgewick  Willow   Hollow  .332 

Wm.   Hallsall   Willow   Hollow  .332 

E.  F.   Malcolm  Willow   Hollow  332 

Rice  Sheppard   Strathcona    1 

F.  C.  Clare   Edmonton    20 

J.  H.  Lamb  Youngstown   357 

.7.  Quinsey   Noble   366 

H   G.  Vickery  Wavy   Lake    30 

h'.    W.    Wood  Carstairs   382 

E.  Carswell   Penhold    13 

D.  Buckingham  Stettler    89 

W.     D.  Trego. Gleichen    96 

P.   S.   Austin  Ranfurly    25 

Jas.  Speakman   Penhold    13 

Geo.   Bevington   . .  Spruce  Grove    44 

W.  M.  Washburn.  .Inga   603 

A.  E.  Bates  Stony  Plain   593 

B.  M.  Richardson .  Wavy  Lake    30 

O.   M.   eleven  Wavy  Lake    30 

E.  L.  Cass  Wavy  Lake    30 

G.  S.  White  Wavy  Lake    30 

C.  A.   Richardson.  .Wavy  Lake    30 

o  ames  Maxwell  ....  Twin    La*:es  635 

A.  Wood   Riverton   .339 

Frank  Gray   Ellsworth   455 

Mrs.  H.  C.  McDaniel.Whitla   338 

H.  C.  McDaniel  Whitla   338 

R.  S.  Groat  Halkirk   140 

Jas.    McPhee  Endiang   264 

J.  L.  Barger  Cluny   484 

C.  A.  Thomas  Blue  Grass   .336 

J.   L.  Brown  Blue  Grass   3.36 

J.  R.  W.  Teasdale.  .Burnt  Lake    35 

Thos.  Partridge  Stonelaw   655 

.T.   A.   Leaf  Broadview   187 

A.   H.  Dean  Castor   229 

Thos.    Stiles  Halkirk   140 

.Take    Inglehorn  Halkirk   140 

Ben  Phillips   Halkirk   140 

John  Ellis   Lakeside   421 

J.  I.  Frizzel  Lochinvar   549 

W.  H.   Dunford  Airdrie   239 

J.  A.  Bishop   Beddirtgton   ,531 

R.  J.  Maulsby   Bismark   598 

Geo.    F    Root  Water  Glen   640 

T.  L.  Perry  Beddington   ,551 

W.    Watters  Airdrie   2,30 

J.    Barker  Beddington   551 

J.   H.   Lewis  Beddington   ,5.51 

F.  R.    Cathro  Beddington   .551 

David   Pearson  Carstairs   ,38? 

F.  ,T.  Clayton  Airdrie   239 

T.   Pole   Beddington   551 


NAME  UNION  No. 

Chas.    Lindholn. ...  Rainy    Hills   392 

P.  C.  Lewis  Beddington   531 

Irving    Smithson. .  Cornucopia   231 

John   Hiles  Endiang   264 

R.   A.   Everitt  Gadsby   129 

Arthur   Gittos  Tan   Y  Byrn  174 

F.   J.  Bullock  Wood    River   35G 

B.  R.  Headley  Climax   451 

F.    S.   James  Climax   451 

M.  Krefting   Asker   233 

Nansen    Void  Asker   233 

C.  C.  Gump  Airdrie   239 

W.  C.  Rickard  Airdrie   239 

A.   F,   Wilson  Gleichen    96 

T.   P.  Parcels  Penhold    13 

A.  Speakman  Penhold    13 

N.  W.  McMillan. ..  .Gleichen    9P 

Harold  Dunn   Gleichen    96 

W.  J.  Allen  Gadsby   129 

A    H.  Heacock  Gleichen    96 

H.  Collins   Federal   374 

,T.  Fred  Cameron ..  .Federal   374 

Henry  Haidecker. .  .Federal   374 

M  C.  Rice  Jones  Veteran   363 

Jno.   Nisbet   Zetland   406 

A.   N.   Robh  Veteran   ...363 

.1.  F.  Cassels  Veteran   363 

Gilbert  Shane   Turkey   Hill   6.30 

Percy  Galloway  ...Partridge  Hill   583 

.7.  Boston   Horse   Creek   347 

R.  Whitfield   Horse   Creek   .347 

S.  Chester  Horse   Creek   347 

A.  A.  Dakin  Three  Hills   213 

R.  Somerville   Pleasant  View   541 

J    A.    Graff  ..Beiseker   488 

]\fax    Albert  Beiseker   488 

Chas.  F.  Lohrke  Beiseker   48^ 

A.  S.  Edwards  Broadview   .342 

W.   McArthur   Naco   632 

T.  H.  Carmode  Acme    62 

W.  B.  Hawley  Starkie   414 

W.  F.  Whitnack...  Zetland   406 

J.    Wnrd  Milnerton   452 

John  Garrett  Carbon   ,378 

M.   Caldwell  Milnerton   452 

A.  J.  Norton   Bottrel   286 

John    Anderson  Bottrel   286 

Wm.   Love   Sunshine   538 

A.  Risely   Stainsleigh   157 

H.  Gillepsie   Stainsleigh   157 

L.  A.  Cayford  Killarney   44P 

Hardy  Wear   Autumn  Leaf   4.39 

R.   Metcalf   Spruce  Grove   44 

Lawrence  Peterson  Barnwell   486 

W.  F.  LeBaron  Barnwell   486 

Colin    McFarquhar.  Bottrel   286 

Aimer   Clay  Winona   161 

Thos.  McLaughlin.  .Winona   161 

P.  J.     Rock  Sarcee   Butte  462 

Thos.  W.   Morton.  .Pincher   Creek   107 

S.  P.  Grenville  Sarcee  Butte   462 

E.  F.  Tobel  Claresholm    79 

A.  W.  Teroe  Kingman    74 

.John  Granigan  Sunnyvale   420 

R.   R    Buchanan. .  .Cowlev   106 

.1.  H.  Garbutt  Sunprairie   .367 

R.    Delahonty  Sunprairie   367 

Austin    Droney  Holden    49 
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NAME 


UNION 


No. 


Matthew    Lemiu  Holden    49 

August    Petei-son. .  .Holdeu    49 

J.  yi.  Wilson  CoAvley   100 

Hugli   Bower  Red  Deer    82 

L.    .r.    Kemp  Sunny   Alta  394 

F.  J.   Powell  Ed  well    53 

J.  G.  Bufhler  Bigstone   407 

E.  E.   Sparkes  River  Bend   388 

II.    ().    Klincli  River  Bend  388 

C  E    Prosser  Belmont   537 

F.  J.    Burton  McCafferty   415 

A.   Anderson  Strangmuir   289 

Thos.   Bazlev  Bloomington  Valley  427 

L.   A.   Fetz  Highland  557 

John  D.  McKay. ..  .Highland   557 

Hans    Lauson  Strangmuir   289 

T.  W.  Smith  Prairie  Park    42 

A.   J.   Ilonev  Prairie  Park    42 

W.  J.  Marchant.... Botha   104 

n.  S   Law  Claresholm    79 

n.    Easson   .Botha   104 

T.    Brown  Ularesholm    79 

G.  W.  Buchanan  ..  .Cowley   106 

T.    Larsen  Claresholm    79 

E.  N.  Lauchtot  Carstairs   382 

J.  G.  Swiney  Cowley   106 

C.  E.   Elton  Cowley   106 

Donald  Cameron  Eakeview    71 

:N'rs.  M.  B.  Mabee.  .Roseview    63 

W.    A.    Barnes  Lakeview   71 

Earl    :Mabee  Roseview^    63 

L   B.  Hart  Roseview    63 

Walter    Stevenson ..  Roseview    63 

Wm.  E.  Jackson. .  .Sulphur  Springs  ..466 

Jas.  Bennett   Cowley   100 

R.   C.   Rinehardt. .  .Melville    50 

D.  S.  Miller   Cowley   106 

Jas.   A.   Colvin  Poplar    Dale   595 

A.    T.    Schnider. .  ..Melville    50 

D.    P.    Nelson  Melville    50 

R    Henderson   Pincher  Creek   107 

Norman   Hunter  Craigmyle   242 

Leo    Barrett  Aldersyde   219 

S.  Lunn   ninclier    Creek  ....107 

Ij.  Langin   Pincher   Creek  107 

Prank  Carson   Pine    Coulee  250 

D.  Weuger   Aldersyde   219 

R    Coates   Cowley   100 

J.' L,  Caron   Aldersyde   IIO 

Francis  Baden   Berrywater   195 

A.  D.   Currie  Warrickville   614 

G.  A.  Shambei-ger.  .Arrowood   682 

J.  H.  Long  Namoa    18 

Fred  Bredeson   ... .  .Miquelon   495 

Chas.  Hahmberg  r>wan    Hill   170 

Geo.   Jackman  Poplar  Dale   595 

R.   Jamieson   Powning   333 

N.   Maley  Downing   333 

S.  R.  Bowerman  . . .  ^Vainwright   260 

G.  T.  Ives   .[Ureamstown    8 

W.  Nicks  on   Towley   106 

S.  Allen   fvitscoty   396 

Chas.  G.  Thomas. .  .Utopia   369 

John  Earl  Acme    62 

Mrs.   John   Earl  Acme  62 

Mrs.  Jas  Davies. . . .  Acme    62 

J.   A.   Davies  Acme   .•  62 

J.  R.  Hutton  Bentlev   4,34 

F.  H.  Hunter   Olds    !   11 

R.  Chrithers   Cayley   259 

G.  W.  Taylor   Kerremuir   609 

Frank    Hutchinson  .Kerremuir   609 

J.  P.  Ranson   .Sun    Prairie   367 

W^   F.   Kirchoff  Sun    Prairie   367 

D.  A.  McLaren  Claysmore   660 

Geo.    Rutherford . . .  Claysmore   660 


•Tas.    Finlay   Braes  O'Benachie. .  .646 

Henry    Sutton  . .  Bardo   633 

J.  L.  Doughty  Great  Bend    84 

Geo.    Fink  Chesterwold   579 

Thos.   Lanes   Lousana   383 

S.  L.  Hooper   Mere   513 

Holtou  Hall   ...Universal   570 

H.  W.  Pomeroy. ...  Sunnyvale   420 

W.  J.  Gilbert  Sunnyvale   420' 

Mr.   Guthrie  Sunnyvale   420 

G.  II.  McLachlan  . . .  Granum.    Central. .  .207 

John  Cantles  Crocus  "Plains   444 

David   McPhee   King   Edward   424 

R.  O.  Sykes   Cluny   484 

Chas.    Holm  Victor   344 

C.  Biunden   Rocky  Coulee   .TO 

G.  S.  Shepard   Cowley   106 

C.  V.  Hodgson      ..Cowley   106 

R.  Welsh   Cowley   100 

Mrs.  R.  Welsh  ....Cowley   100 

W.  H.  Shield  Rothwell  &  McBride 

Lake   221 

A.  E.  Rogers..'.  Table  Butte   364 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Rogers. Table  Butte   364 

J.  G.  Parker   Rocky   Coulee   105 

Thos.    Purdy  Rothwell  &  McBride 

Lake   221 

G.  Skinner  Riverton   339 

K.    K.    Flagglund. .  Water    Glen   640 

W.   Benson  Riverton   339 

H.  A.   McGlenning.  Utopia   309 

Mrs.  M.  Cleland  Cowley   106 

Mrs.  J.  L,.  Pattou.  .  Cowley   106 

J.   L.  Pattou  Cowley   106 

G.  F.   Larsen   Finnis  LaJ^e   648 

S.  T.  INIarshall   ^lountain    Peak  125 

P.  Lavergne   Mountain   Peak..  *  125 

J.  Wakefield   Balfour   "'222 

P.  N.  Green   Berenica   !!!53] 

S.  P.  Loneburg. ...  Dickson    32 

P.  J.  Barnes   Cereal   .  .  .  .  480 

Jens  Rasmussen   ..Standard    ........ ..489 

F.  W.  Barlow  Strathmore    .  .  .  .  .  ...  s'p 

L.    Scholiug  Standard   ]  439 

H.  ■Nlyles  Lost   Lake    ..  399 

J.   Ruyrose  Strathmore  *  * 

D.  S.  Roberts  Horsehaven   ....  46O 

D.  C.  Webster  Horsehaven   .  .  .460 

S.  Stevenson   Craigmyle   .  '.  '.  '24'> 

N.   C.   Neilson  Craigmyle  £40 

S.  Thompson   Plainfield   . . . .  .  .ise 

T.  N.  Berwash  Carmangay,  West!!281 

R.    W.    Armstrong. Wavy  Lake    30 

R.  G.  Lister   Wavy  Lake   30 

.John    Atkins  Carmangay  West... 281 

G.  R.  Jackman   ...Carmangay  West.".  .281 

John  Glambeck   . .  .  Queenstow^n   '.'iGO 

Thos.   Balaam  Vegreville   4 

R.  S.  Near   Sarcee    Butte...  "462 

W.  H.  T.  Olive  Carbon   '  S7S 

G.  W.  Sawyer  Ferry  Point   .".'493 

W.    Muchenhern    ..Prairie  Dell   112 

Martin  Olsen  Prairie  Dell   112 

C.  Tyson   Balfour   .  ...222 

Orrin  Edwards  Langdon   .199 

J.  C.  McLeod  Pelican  Lake  ......361 

Robt.    Riddock  Pheasant  Hill   608 

W.  W.  McGhee  Sarcee    Butte  462 

W.    F.   Minard  Dewberry    98 

C.    Paulsen  Asker   933 

John   Lyons  Cheadle   677 

B.  S.   Lees  McCafferty   415 

Harry    Rande  Orton   227 

A.  Betts  Cowley   106 

Mrs.  A.  Betts  Cowley   loe 
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R.   H,   Pawsey  McCafPerty   415 

Jos.  A.  Zender  Eyehill   553 

Mrs.  Jos.  A.  ZenderEyehill   553 

E.  F.  Hughes  Wild   Rose   GTf 

J,   C.   Shannon  Creighton   191 

C.   Van   Velgei"  Bloomington  Valley  427 

T    P.  Moseley  Claresholm    70 

a'.  E.  Shuttleworth.Blackie   309 

O.  W.  Bowes  Blackie   309 

M.  E.  Clarke  Creighton   191 

J.    Stokoe  Biideford   OGS 

J.  IT.  McDall  Standard   489 

L.   W.   McKinnon. .  Needmore   461 

W.  Phillips   Needmore   401 

J.   H.   Dixon  Needmore   401 

E.  N.  LeBlanc  lied   Rose   523 

P.   S.   Clark  Granum   Central  207 

Joe  Morgan   Cowley   100 

J.  R.  Laycock   Airdrie   239 

j!  G.  Weigand   Twelve  Mile   559 

W.  D.  Bently  Oyen   m 

F.  M.  Creighton  Youngstown   357 

G.  W.  Scott  Broken  Hill   ITS 

A.  J.  W.  Scott  Broken  Hill   158 

M.    E. North  Veteran   . . :  303 

F.  Brennan   Veteran   363 

Jas   Dowley  Veteran   303 

J.   Ralston   Veteran   363 

J.  W.  Hill  Dalroy   149 

Frank    Holley  Zetland   400 

S    Dunham  Coaldale   362 

C.  A.  Fawcett  Consort   270 

J,  W.  Peel  Zetland   400 

John   Francis   Tofield   022 

W.   Kirkup  Gleichen    96 

A.  C.  Findlater   Alix   509 

And.    Unterschultz.  Victoria   000 

.John    Moe  Thordenshold    22 

Geo.   Burriker  Tofield   622 

Hugh  F.  Nester  Pandora   47? 

G.  E.  A.  Malchow.  .Stavely   115 

Mrs.G.E.A.,  Malchow  Stavely   115 

J.  N.  Endicott  Munson   448 

W.    n.   Giles  Munson   448 

R.    H.    Wooster  Strathmore    58 

B.  L.  Wade  Strathmore    58 

G.  Malchow  Balfour   222 

A.   J.   Thompson. ..  Consort   276 

James   Cameron  Carlton   253 

C.  E.  Nobel  Consort   2715 

James   McLean  Consort   270 

J.  A.  Baldwin  Burns   010 

J.  ]\r.  Hobbs  Horsehaven   409 

D.  E.    Oleson  Thordenshold    22 

Thos.    Fitzgerald . . .  Floral   471 

R.  E.  Cain  Bloomington  Hgts.5S2 

John  L.  Haight  Brunetta   247 

F.   H.    Stockton  Drumheller   483 

W.    H.    Smith  Lomond   56? 

J.    E.    Disney  Horsehaven   460 

Mrs.  .1.  E.  Disney ..  Horsehaven   400 

R.  H.  Lawrie  Namaka   12^ 

H.  Sorensen   Strathmore    5F 

W,  E.  Gilmore  Golden    Valley  662 

J.  T.  "Worthington.  Strathmore    58 

H.    Rankenburger. .  Whea^tfleld    Centre.. 109 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Hobbs. .  Horsehaven   4G0 

W.   F.  Boissevain. .  Strathmore    58 

L.  M.  Peel  Cowley   106 

Chas.  F.  Brown  Youngstown   357 

Alex.    Lewis  Bon   Accord    2 

W.  D.  Dunnington. Castor   229 

A.  Steckle   Energetic    ,^02 

T   G.  Callaghan  Blackie    309 

W.  H.  Wilderman.  .Blackie    309 

Wm.  T,  Mochin  Ch alley    151 


NAME  UNION  No. 

S.    Galbraith  Brunetta    247 

T.  W.  Edwards....  Poplar   Dale   .595 

G.  C.   Hobbs  Horsehaven   460 

Mrs.  G.  C.  Hobbs. .  Horsehaven   400 

P.   B.  Anderson  Bardo   033 

Andrew    Rafn  Uoii  Accord    2 

J.    Morles  Edwell   53 

G.  B.  MacKean   Delnorte   676 

J.  R.  Allgood  Gleichen    96 

R.    F.   Blair  Dewberry    98 

S.   L.   Eraser  Claresholm    79 

H.  E.  Spencer  Edgerton   415 

Wm.  Eagleshaw  Cayley  2.59 

R.  Staunton   Cowley   106 

W.  E.  Smith   Cowley   259 

J.  L.  Wardrop  East    Clover   Bar..  3 

J.    Fortune  Hindville   546 

John  A.  Tolman. . .  Rumsey   400 

Jas.  Hood   Maple  Glen   447 

H.  Buchanan  White  Cowley   106 

J.  L.  Coney  Cayley   259 

C.  P.  Chebeaux  . . .  Argyle    81 

W.  R.  Charley   Pine   Lake   453 

A.   A.   Hall  Floral   471 

Jas.  Reddy  Floral   471 

H.  C.  Wingate  Cayley   2.59 

n.  F.  Lawrence  Pine   Lake   463 

•Tames   Weir  Parkland   60.') 

C.  E.  Hallihan   Hillview   410 

Guy  W.  Johnson. .  .Eye   Hills   .553 

Kenneth   Watson. ..  Provost   126 

J.  A.  Weber  Provost   126 

F.  Snowsell  Fairgrove   .3.37 

.T.  L.  Sparrow  Fairgrove   337 

O.  A.  Haugestal. . .  .Lake  De  May   290 

.Tos.  Allan  Harris. .  Retlaw   209 

Donald  MacLeod  Isle   Lake   501 

L.  M.  Rye  Namao    18 

.T.  Green   Namao    18 

W.  H.  Maxfield....  Namao   18 

Chas.    Burnell  Edmonton   20 

R.  P.  Ottewell  Clover  Bar    90 

J.  T.  Jackson  Clover  Bar    90 

P.  E.  Ross   ..Wainwright   260 

W.  H.  McIntyre....Riddellvale   617 

P.  .T.  Bibby  Consort   276 

S.  W.  Candy   Edmonton    20 

N.   H.   Nathorst. . . .  Summerview   147 

E.  J.  Scott  Summerview   147 

C.   H.   Smith  Buckeye   .313 

Chris  White   Red  Deer    82 

Mrs.  G.  D.  Sloane.  .Cayley   2.59 

G.  D.  Sloane  Cayley   2.50 

Jno.  Staub   Stonv  Plain   .593 

.T.  W.  Martin  Viking   418 

Fred  J.    Merton  Viking   418 

Jno.    Tymick  Viking   418 

Wm.  Abernithy   ...Tofield   622 

J.  J.  Murphy  Lake  Alice   510 

J,  Maxwell   Summerview   147 

J.  D.  Kaine   Wainwright   260 

P.  J,  Miller   Floral   471 

Thos.  Benson   Edmonton    20 

C.  A.  Larduer  Cayley   259 

W.  .T.  Jackman  East  Clover  Bar   3 

Robt.    Sowers  Camrose   575 

L   W.  Scott   Gwynne    15 

H.  M.  Shaw  Sun  Prairie   367 

Theo.  Reist   Didsbury    12 

J.  G.  Clark  Irma   117 

R.  McArthur   New  Brigdon   34?* 

J.  C.  Croskery  Willow  Hollow   332 

W.  E.  Hampshire. .  Prairie    Park   42 

H.   Henderson  East  Lynne    72 

Thos.   Noble   Leith   591 

T.  S.  Caudwell  Leith   59J 
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H.  W.  Scheeler   Sterling   687 

H.  G.  Logan   Fairacres   514 

O   S.  Young  Progressive   :?5'i 

H.   H.   Hanson  Leal   567 

E.  E.   Davidson  Arnold   387 

J.  W.   Wood  Wainwright   260 

H  B.  Thomas  Pelican  Lake   361 

H*.  C.  Haecker  Pelican  Lake   361 

O.   S.   Long  Namao    18 

H    G.  Hearn  Keep  Hills   63!) 

S.'  H.  Carson   Namao    18 

G.  A.  Wilkinson. .  .Namao    18 

J.  A.  Adsbead  Stettler    89 

Thos.   Knowles  Irma   117 

Louis    Fleming  Grand  Meadow   628 

B.  F.  Fink  Arbor  Park   590 

a!   J.    Trewin  Glenada   518 

Ed   Hinkley   Leafield   610 

J.  iB.  Warner  Tofield   622 

A    McDonald   Poplar  Dale   595 

J.'  D.  Hall   Poplar  Dale   595 

Edv^-ard  McKeruan.  .Poplar  Dale   595 

Carl  Snyder   Poplar  Dale   595 

J   Lennon   Rocky  Coulee   105 

H.  C.  Fitch   Champion   412 

Neil   McLeod  Champion   412 

J.  D.  Patterson. ...  Acme    62 

Mrs.  M.  Bloxham. .  Rainey  Creek   679 

J.  C.  Buckley   Gleichen    96 

D.  S.  Fulton   Strathcona   472 

C.  E.  Neff  Chinook   429 

R.  A.  MacKenzie. . .  Altorado   268 

H.   MacKenzie  Altorado   268 

Mrs.  O.  A.  Boggs..Leith   591 

O.  A.  Boggs  Leith   591 

R.    J.    Roberts  Sullivan  Lake   312 


Jas.  Desmond   Poplar   Dale   595 

E.  Lafoe   ...Fairgrove   337 

F.  E.  Cassau   Trenville   130 

R.  V.  Campbell  East  Lynne    72 

A.   J.   Ottew^ell  West  Salisbury  323 

Fred  S.  Wilson  Schuler   649 

AVm.    Reonicke  Badger  Lake   563 

C.   Fox  Hastings  Coulee. ...  14e 

J.  M.  Alton   Partridge  Hill  583 

Irwin  Pomeroy    ...Partridge  Hill  583 

Harry  Wehner   Endiang   264 

L.    Biarnicke  Castor   229 

0.  R.  Snyder   Veteran   363 

Saml.   Gorstine  Namao    18 

J.  W.  Hughes   Lauderdale   422 

S.  Stirrett   Kingman    74 

J.  Fletcher   Kingman    74 

•T.    Brooks  Botha   104 

E.    Pye  Penhold    13 

J.  W.  Wright  Rimby   294 

P.    Munson   Camrose   375 

C.  R.  Munson  Camrose    375 

Jas.  Stouffer   Olds    l] 

C.  A.  Reebe  Hastings  Coulee  ...146 

W.  F.  Craig   Namao    18 

Jas.  Kinley   Arbordale   454 

Mrs.  Jas.  Kinley ...  Arl)ordale   454 

1.  N.  Hughson  Veteran   363 

J.  J.  Richards  Red   Deer    82 

E.  J.  Fream   Claresholm  Five  Mile 
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L.  Mellery   Onoway   131 

W.  C.  Turnbull  Onoway   I.31 

Mrs.  J.  Bibby  Consort   276 

H    E.  Miebach  Rosebutte   119 

W.  R.  Ball   West    Salisbury  323 
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UNITED  FARMERS   OF  ALBERTA 


Alberta  Women's  Convention 


About  sixty  women  met  at  the  opening  session  of  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  Women's  Convention  in  Albion  Hall,  Edmonton,  on  January  19, 
1915.  They  came  from  all  parts  of  the  province  and  proved  to  be  an  excep- 
tionally intelligent  and  appreciative  audience.  The  first  speaker  of  the 
afternoon  was  the  Honorable  Duncan  Marshall,  Minister  of  Agriculture 
for  Alberta.  His  topic  was  the  work  that  is  being  done  by  the  agricultural 
schools  throughout  the  province  for  the  young  people  on  the  farms  and 
particularly  for  the  girls. 

LABOR  SAVING  DEVICES 

Miss  May  Clendenan,  of  the  Farmers'  Advocate,  followed  with  a  very 
bright  and  interesting  paper  on  labor  saving  devices. 

Miss  Beynon,  of  the  Guide  Staff,  spoke  briefly  on  the  awakening  of  the 
women  of  the  East. 

SIGHT  SEEING  TRIP 

The  ladies  of  the  Edmonton  Women's  Industrial  League  planned  a 
delightful  entertainment  for  the  visiting  farm  women  for  Wednesday  morn- 
ing. The  party  piled  into  two  electric  cars  especially  chartered  for  the 
occasion  and  made  a  thorough  trip  of  the  city.  A  stop  was  made  at  the 
Swift  Company's  Packing  Plant,  where  the  women  were  shown  about  the 
works  and  had  the  different  operations  briefly  explained  to  them.  Promptly 
at  twelve-thirty  the  cars  drew  up  at  the  Hudson's  Bay  store,  where  the  farm 
women  were  again  guests  of  the  Women's  Industrial  League  at  a  very  jolly 
luncheon. 

UNIVERSITY  EXTENSION  DEPARTMENT 

At  the  afternoon  session,  the  Women's  Convention  was  addressed  by 
Miss  Montgomery  upon  the  work  of  the  Extension  Department  of  the 
University. 

WOMEN'S  AUXILIARIES 

At  the  session  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  the  question  of  organization 
came  up  for  considerable  discussion  and  was  gone  into  very  thoroughly. 
It  was  ultimately  decided  by  the  convention  to  organize  auxiliaries  to  the 
U.F.A.  with  provincial  officers  who  would  have  power  to  call  the  womea 
together  in  convention.  This  much  having  been  decided  upon,  the  difficulty 
arose  as  to  what  provision  there  was  in  the  constitution  of  the  U.F.A.  for 
such  an  auxiliary.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  consult  with  the  men's 
convention.  This  committee  very  shortly  returned  with  a  committee  from 
the  U.F.A.,  consisting  of  Rice  Sheppard,  W.  J.  Jackman,  and  E.  E.  Sparks. 
When  the  matter  was  laid  before  these  gentlemen,  they  explained  that  there 
was  no  provision  in  the  men's  constitution  for  any  such  organization,  and 
advised  the  women  to  adopt  the  constitution  of  the  U.F.A.  and  to  elect 
their  officers  provisionally  pending  such  alterations  in  the  constitution  as 
made  their  organization  legal. 

This  suggestion  was  acted  upon  and  the  following  officers  elected  to 
carry  on  the  work  for  the  coming  year: — President,  Miss  Reed,  Alix;  Vice- 
President,  Mrs.  Cecil  Rice  Jones,  Veteran;  Secretary-Treasurer,  Mrs.  R.  W. 
Barritt,  Mirror;  Directors,  Mrs.  H.  C.  McDaniels,  Whitla;  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Davis,  Sr.,  Acme;  Mrs.  O.  S.  Young,  R.  R.  Lacombe, 

In  order  to  keep  up  their  membership  in  the  U.F.A.  and  the  Auxiliary, 
it  was  decided  by  the  convention  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  women's 
branches  to  have  the  same  fee  as  the  men's  organization — one  dollar  a  year. 
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WOMAN  SUFFRAGE  COMING 

Thursday  afternoon  the  delegates  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  an 
address  from  Dr.  Alexander,  President  of  the  Edmonton  Equal  Franchise 
League,  in  which  he  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  progress  of  the  Woman 
Suffrage  movement  during  the  past  year. 

MRS.  McCLUNG'S  ADDRESS 

Miss  Nellie  McClung  followed  Dr.  Alexander  with  a  very  delightful 
address: — "Why  Girls  and  Boys  Leave  the  Farm." 


VISIT  GOVERNMENT  HOUSE 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  session  the  delegates  repaired  to  Government 
House  where  they  were  the  guests  of  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Mrs.  Bulyea 
at  afternoon  tea.  Mrs.  Sifton  and  Mrs.  Duncan  Marshall  received  with  His 
Honor  and  Mrs.  Bulyea- 


ALBERTA  WOMEN'S  CONVENTION 

The  following  were  present  at  the  U.F.A.  Women's  Convention  at  Ed- 
monton:— Mrs.  Frank  S.  James,  Ponoka;  Mrs.  F.  J.  Bullock,  Ponoka;  Mrd. 
Bird  R.  Headley,  Ponoka;  Mrs.  A.  E.  Rodgers,  Stavely;  Mrs.  James  Kinley, 
Lacombe;  Mrs.  Mame  Earle.  Acme;  Mrs.  J.  A.  Dair,  Acme;  Mrs.  Dora  East. 
Lea  Park;  Mrs.  E.  Ward,  Lea  Park;  Mrs.  A.  E.  Saunders,  St.  Albert;  Miss 
Mary  Maloney,  Miss  Anna  Flynn,  Mrs.  H.  Michelot,  Miss  A.  Leonard,  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Veness,  Mrs.  P.  Sinclair,  Mrs.  W.  McCullough,  Mrs.  Ed.  Poirier,  Mrs. 
C.  O'Connor,  Mrs.  A.  S.  McColgan,  Provost;  Miss  Jean  C.  Reed,  Alix;  Mrs. 
R.  W.  Barrit,  Alix;  Mrs.  Jno-  Nisbit,  Ensleigh;  Mrs.  C.  A.  Fawcett,  Consort; 
Mrs.  Cecil  Rice-Jones,  Veteran;  Mrs.  J.  P.  Bibby,  Consort;  Mrs.  Wm.  Halsall. 
Killam;  Mrs.  John  Fortune,  Hindville;  Mrs.  Gus  E.  A.  Malchow,  Stavely; 
Mrs.  G.  Malchow,  Stavely;  Mrs.  D.  W.  Warner,  Edmonton;  Mrs. 
Th.  Reist,  Didsbury;  Mrs.  J.  N.  Coman,  Quebec;  Mrs.  Edna  A.  Rossman, 
Edgerton;  Mrs.  M.  Bloxham,  Berstley;  Mrs.  Jos.  A.  Zender,  Eye  Hill;  Mrs. 
H.  C.  McDaniel,  Whitla;  Mrs.  Q.  S.  Young,  Lacombe;  Mrs.  M,  B.  Mabee, 
Carbon;  Alice  M.  Hart,  Carbon;  Mrs.  Sam  Swift,  Viking;  Mrs.  Ida  L.  Swift, 
Viking;  Mrs.  G.  C.  Hobbs,  Czar;  Miss  Bessie  Hobbs,  Czar;  Mrs.  A.  Betts, 
Cowley;  Mrs.  Robert  Welsh,  Lundbreck;  Mrs.  J.  L.  Patton,  Lnndbreck;  Mrs. 
M.  Clecland,  Cowley;  Mrs.  Donald  Mclvor,  Cowley;  Mrs.  F.  H,  Buchanan- 
White,  Cowley;  Mrs.  H.  W.  Love,  Irma;  Mrs.  J.  G.  Clark,  Clark  Manor; 
Mrs.  Fred  Sedgwick,  Killam;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Hobbs,  Peckham;  Mrs.  J.  E.  Disney, 
Peckham;  Mrs.  Chris  White,  Red  Deer;  Mrs.  John  Hiles,  Halkirk;  Mr;i.* 
Irving,  Smithson. 


Are  You  Interested 

In  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta 


• 


We  are  interested  in  you  and  would  like  to  hear 
from  you. 

Is  there  a  Union  in  your  neighborhood  ? 

Would  you  like  any  literature  regarding  the 
Association  ? 

Help  us  and  co-operative  with  us,  and  the  result 
will  be  a  great  improvement  over  present  conditions. 

Address  all  communications  to  the  undersigned, 
who  will  answer  any  enquiry  and  give  you  full 
information  regarding  the  Association. 

P.  P.  WOODBRIDGE, 

General  Secretary, 

CALGARY. 


